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The Greenhouse Effect: 
The Night Before the Plant Sale 

         By Carol Barany 

‘Twas the night before the Plant Sale 

And all through the greenhouses 

Not a creature was stirring 

Not even aphids, whiteflies, or basil-eating mouses. 

Signs had been hung over the benches with care 

In hopes that paying customers 

Soon would be there. 

Annuals and perennials were nestled, all snug in their pots 

With dreams of some moisture, but hopefully not rot. 

Veggies and herbs, soaked by Darrell’s hose 

Settled their roots for one last overnight doze. 

The baskets were hanging 

Their delicate blossoms dangling 

While visions of curbside pickup 

Left their chlorophyll somewhat jangling. 

The creations in Arts, crafted with mirth, 

Had visions of being the department to sell-out first. 

When over on the website 

There arose such a clatter 

John Strong dropped his seed catalogs 

To see what was the matter. 

Away to his computer he flew like a flash 

Half expecting the whole thing had crashed. 

More orders were streaming in 

There were few plants left standing 

He maintained calm and assurance, 

In times so demanding. 

Tomorrow would be busy, 

But he had no worries, 

Master Gardeners were prepared, 

To fill each request in a hurry. 

When what to his wondering eyes should appear, 

But a pick-up truck full of gifts of gardening gear. 

Deanna and Susie were driving, the Plant Sale Co-Chairs, 

Dressed in aprons and Wellies, with potting soil in their hair. 

And they winked as they stood and went straight to their work 

They brought Rootone, Miracle Grow, and decent scissors 

And heat tables that work even in blizzards. 

To start new plants, we’ve got power-sowers for seeds 

Dibbles and gloves, Master Gardeners have so many needs. 

And then the two co-chairs, having emptied their load 

Started the truck and took to the road. 

And I heard them exclaim through the motor’s loud hum 

“Merry Plant Sale to all, and to all a green thumb.” 



Demonstration Garden 
Notes from the rose pruning class presented 

by Angela Galbreath on April 10th 

ROSE PRUNING TIPS  
summarized by Angela Galbreath 

Notes from Jason’s Fraser Valley Rose Farm 

YouTube Video “7 Rules for Pruning Roses” 

1. TIMING: First of the season - when forsythia is 

in bloom. But ongoing throughout the season when 

you are deadheading roses, or if you find prob-

lems. However, if you have a bush that is a once-

bloomer, then wait until after blooming. Don’t 

prune after August. 

2. DURING PRUNING, look for dead, diseased, 

damaged, or crossing branches. Likely culprits 

might be stems that are gray black, dark brown, or 

signs of peeling or rubbing.  

3. DIRECTION:  generally above an outward facing 

bud to direct future growth. 

4. STEM COUNT:  aim for anywhere from 3 to 12 

stems about 18-24” long. Doesn’t apply to shrub 

roses. Remember, pruning spurs growth on any 

plant. 

5. TOOLS: Sharpened, clean. Ideally, disinfect be-

tween rose bushes. Nippers for deadheading; hand 

pruners; loppers for reaching; pruning saws for 

stems thicker than a finger. 

6. MYTHS: cutting at an angle; sealing cuts with 

glue 
7. TARGET:  pleasing shape, size, and a more open 

center. 

Linda Chalker-Scott says, ”A rose is simply another 

woody plant.  That means that the general rules about 

pruning any woody plant apply to roses, too.  Roses 

do not have any special physiology or morphology 

that requires a unique approach to pruning or any oth-

er management practices. And there is no hard and 

fast rule about how much material to remove when 

you are pruning: the more you remove, the greater 

strain on resources you impose on the plant. Certainly 

the 3 D’s (dead, diseased, damaged) apply for pruning 

roses just like any other woody plant.  But this too is 

something we are doing for our aesthetic enjoy-

ment.  Plants have mechanisms by which to prevent 

disease from spreading as well as the ability to shed 

dead tissues.” 

https://gardenprofessors.com/the-congtrarian-

debunking-rose-mythology  

Dr. Jim Downer and Linda Chalker-Scott 

The intrepid class members braved the cold wind 

and pruned  the many roses in about an hour.  

Many of the bushes were obviously very old and had very woody canes. We 

will keep an eye on them and do some touch up if we find any of the 3D’s or 

C.  Dead...Diseased...Damaged...or Crossing canes. And, of course, deadhead 

throughout the season to encourage more blooms. 

Before… 

   And… 

      After 

https://gardenprofessors.com/the-congtrarian-debunking-rose-mythology
https://gardenprofessors.com/the-congtrarian-debunking-rose-mythology


Master Gardening Mission Statement: 

“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, 

researched-based horticulture and environmental stewardship education.” 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of non-

compliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension Office. 

Look what Jean St. George 
has been planting at St. Paul's 

Cathedral Church! 

(Photos taken on Easter Sunday, 

April 4th, by Annette Olson.) 

Note: Beginning Tuesday, May 4th, 

the weekly work at the demonstration 

garden changes to Tuesday. Come 

join us!     

    ~Diana Pieti 

May the Fourth Be With You! 

Gardens 

Around 

Town 



Reminder! Foundation Meeting via Zoom  

Wednesday, May 5th @ 10:30 am. 

Our Mason Bees 101 class met in Karen Orange’s 

barn to learn the basics of raising Mason Bees. She 

covered their description, life cycle, bee house con-

struction, bee’s needs, timeline, and commercial uses. 

Some highlights of what we learned follow. Mason 

bees need clayey (not misspelled) soil, which they 

use to wall off each cell in the tubes. So, you must 

leave a bare piece of clay ground. In fact, digging a 

deep hole that you keep moist is important for their 

mud walls. They have a sort of homing sense which 

they use to return to their site. If you move the bee 

house, they return to where it was instead of search-

ing for the house. So leave it where it was once the 

bees emerge. Mason bees collect pollen on their en-

tire body, not on their legs like honey bees.  Although 

they somewhat resemble house flies, the tell tale dif-

ference is that the bees have long antennas and flies 

don’t.  Mason bees like flat-faced flowers like pan-

sies and are useful for pollinating fruit trees and 

strawberries. They only travel about 100 yards in 

search of pollen. They are active in the spring, gener-

ally April through June, when temperatures are 50 

degrees or warmer. So now is the time to put out bee 

houses. A good source for bee houses and cocoons is 

Crown Bees. Leaf cutter bees appear after the mason 

bees are gone. Houdini flies, mites, ants and earwigs 

can decimate a bee house. Placement of a bee house 

is important: south and east facing, stabilized, not 

hanging, about 5 feet up. Two good resources are the 

books Mason Bee Revolution by Dave Hunter and 

The Orchard Mason Bee by Brian L Griffin, easily 

found on Amazon for less than $20.  We learned so 

much and were gifted with twenty cocoons and tubes 

to start our own bee house. I’m looking forward to 

Mason Bees 201 this fall when we will learn how to 

collect, sort and store our cocoons. Karen was a great 

teacher, well organized and so knowledgeable. You 

can tell she really loves caring for mason bees.  

Mason Bees 101 by Angela Galbreath 

If April showers bring May flowers...what do May flowers bring? 

Pilgrims!!                                                  

(Author Unknown) 



Out and About 
Annette Olson reported that the 150 acre Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island was in beautiful bloom the 

weekend of April 18. Here she shared some spring beauties to captivate you.  

Camellia  

The Bloedel summer 

home on the estate. 

Trillium 

Trillium 

Flowering Currant, 

a native to the PNW 



Newsletter submissions are due on the 25th of 
each month. Please send them to Julie Hunziker 
at jbhunziker@gmail.com. Texting photos and 
brief descriptions is fine, as well. (530)209-4329 

A Little Ingenuity       

  Goes A Long Way 
        by Phyllis Pugnetti 

Plant markers from a garden center or nursery 

can be expensive. Each year I need about 70 

markers. A few years ago, I had a large box of 

plastic spoons that I got at Costco for a little 

more than $10. Write the names with a perma-

nent Sharpie. The cool thing is that you can erase 

the writing with 91% rubbing alcohol. Haven't 

had to buy new plant markers for years.  

2021 Demonstration Garden Classes 
Because Covid restrictions have been eased we have been given permission to schedule summer classes in our 

demonstration garden for Master Gardeners only. We will be abiding by the usual procedures: signing an attesta-

tion we are Covid-free, wearing masks, and social distancing. For that reason, we are asking attendees to bring a 

lawn chair as we will not be sitting on the benches.  All Classes are Saturdays, 10:00 AM and last approximately 

one hour. With the exception of the first one, which will be at the Greenhouse, the classes will be at the 

Demonstration Garden. There is no park fee for Master Gardeners at the Demonstration Garden.  

     These classes will qualify for CE credit. 

Date Presenter Topic 

May 8 Diana Pieti Container Gardening (at the Green-
house) 

May 22 Beatrice Reiss Worm Composting 

June 12 Claudia Steen Raised Bed Gardening 

June 26 Angela Galbreath Deadheading Flowers 

July 10 Lindy Sheehan Enabled Gardening 

July 24 Jeff Van Troba Plant Propagation 

August 14 Pat McCarthy Growing Peonies 

August 28 Lindy Sheehan Growing a Winter Garden 

September 11 Sarah Judd Planning now for Seed Starting 

September 25 Ken Tolonen Shrubs and Trees for Screening 



2021 Foundation Officers 

President: Debra Kroon Vice President: Jim Black  

Treasurer: Gilbert Plascencia  

Secretary: Pat Bombard  

Member-at-Large: Dan Fortier  Member-at-Large: Dick Larson  Past President:                             

Melody Westmoreland 



Beatrice Reiss shared a photo of her neighbor’s Amaryllis 

plant growing in the window well of his house. During the 

winter it is covered by a plastic lid. Amazingly, it is 18 years 

old! 

Scenes from the Plant Sale 
Photos courtesy of 
Angela Galbreath 



WSU Master Gardener 

VIRTUAL 

Advanced Education Conference 

Sept. 30-Oct 2, 2021 

EXPLORE. LEARN. 
SHARE.  

ALL GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME!

 

Join other gardeners virtually from near and far to learn from 
leading instructors and researchers. 
 

• Save money, learn more! 

• Over 30 class sessions and learning opportunities. 

• Join live or view recorded sessions later.   

• Live Chat Parties & small group discussions. 

• Inspiring Keynote presentation. 

• Virtual Marketplace and Silent Auction. 

Plan now to join WSU Master Gardeners and garden enthusiasts from across the country to learn 
the latest in gardening techniques and discoveries, refresh your gardening know-how, and grow 
your own skills to help other gardeners be successful.  
 
The virtual 2021 Advanced Education Conference will offer the same top-notch classes and instruc-
tors as a live event, but in the comfort of your own home. Continuing education hours are available 
for WSU Master Gardeners with over 30 classes and instructors focused on Garden Mastery, Home 
Food Production, Master Gardener Skills, Garden Sustainability and Maintenance.  
 
WSU Master Gardeners will earn CE credits for classes, keynote and general sessions. 

 
For more information, go to mglearns.com.  



 

  

          

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

5  

 

   

 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

19 20 21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

Demonstration 
Garden 

8-11 

26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Newsletter 

Articles Due 

to Editor 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program infor-

mation or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/

Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600 

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event WSU Extension programs 

and employment are available to all without discrimination. 

 

Foundation 
Meeting via 
Zoom 10:30  

 

 

May 2021 

Plant Sale
(Fulfillment) 

Plant Sale 
(Fulfillment) 

 Container 
Planting 
Class@  

Greenhouse 
10 am 

Worm     
Composting 

Class @ 
Demo Garden 

10 am 

Plant Sale
(Fulfillment) 


