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Reminder! Foundation Meeting via Zoom  

Wednesday, March 3rd @ 10:30 am. 

The Greenhouse Effect: 
   TheVeggie Team   by Beatrice Reiss 

The veggie team is finally starting to sow 

seed. We have started with hot and sweet 

peppers, as well as ground cherries. We 

have received many seeds from Phyllis 

from the seed bank. We have learned that 

the ground cherries take a long time to 

grow, that you need two plants for pollina-

tion, and that you put the seeds on top of 

the soil.  

This year we cannot grow many plants, so 

we are trying to help each plant to be the 

best it can be. We are growing new and ex-

citing vegetables this year. Allyn has been 

working with Phyllis to find varieties with 

a  growing season that works well with our 

summers here in Yakima.  

A big shout out to Allyn for tirelessly 

creating our plant list for the plant sale 

with numbers, labels, descriptions, and 

all the info we need. Now she is work-

ing on the pictures to entice everyone. 

A second shout out goes out to Andrea 

for organizing and implementing a rota-

tion system for all who want to help 

with the veggie team to plant and grow. 

A third shout out to Darrell for taking care 

of our baby plants! And the last shout out 

to Susie for printing all our labels. It takes a 

village! 

It is so strange to be in the GH without the 

hustle and bustle of former years. I guess 

there is some comfort in the peace and 

calm!  Also, each master gardener gets a 

bigger part in the process. So many master 

gardeners want to help with the veggie 

team! 

We are thankful that we can have a plant 

sale this year and hope that we can sell all 

that we grow. The online platform looks 

great!  

Allyn and Beatrice are thrilled to 

see peppers sprouting! 

(Photo courtesy of Beatrice) 



Do you have empty hanging baskets just hanging around taking up space? 
Youth Team is happy to take them off your hands! Please contact 
Michelle at eriganzzz@gmail.com to make arrangements for pick up.  

Youth Team 
Youth Team Would Like Your Help             ~Annette Olson 

Will you grow pumpkins to give away at the Downtown Yakima Farmer’s Market this upcoming 

October? 

The Youth Team will again have the pumpkin 

patch at the Demonstration Garden. Michelle 

Murphy and Annette are going to grow pump-

kins in their gardens for the Farmer’s Market 

giveaway, as well. 

Last year we gave away well over 100 at the 

event and expect another enthusiastic response 

this year. 

If you’re game, then contact Michelle, who has 

set aside some pumpkin seed packets for you to 

plant. The kids just love getting these Great Pumpkins, Master Gardeners get the satisfaction, and 

the organization gets goodwill. Win, Win, Win.  

It’s like LaVonne is 

saying “hello” when 

the Allium bulbs she 

gave me begin to come 

up each spring!                  

 ~Melody Westmoreland 

mailto:eriganzzz@gmail.com


Art Team 
    ~Jenny  Mansfield 

The Art Team is racing to finish projects in time 

for the upcoming sale and are looking for 

the following items: 

Virginia creeper vines 

Large size plant saucers preferably clay/terra 

cotta, but plastic is okay 

Bright colored paints in cans or aerosol spray 

cans 

Feel free to leave at the Greenhouse in the Art 

work area.  We will find them and will be 

so very appreciative.  Thank you. 
Thanks to Beatrice Reiss and Mary Kearney 

for providing some photos of a few of the Art 

Team projects that will be available at our 

annual sale. 

Karen Fortier and Diane Berthon  
prep the succulents for planting.  

Sara Judd checking the to-do list. 

A sneak peak at 

some of the Art 

Team projects. 



Curriculum News  
  by Debra Kroon, Curriculum co-chair 

As we all know, the pandemic continues and the fall-
out is this: For the first time in the history of our 
Master Gardener Program, we will not be offering 
any in-person or on-line CE courses by the Yakima 
County Master Gardeners. However, the requirement 
to obtain your 10 hours of CE, in order to maintain 
your Master Gardener Certification, is still valid. The 
Curriculum team evaluated what was available, 
online to each of us, to get our required 10 minimum 
hours, and came to quickly realize that there is a 
plethora of quality classes being offered, in a variety 
of ways. We felt it would be best to direct you to 
these offerings vs. “creating our own wheel,” so to 
speak. You can almost pick any day and any time and 
find a class that will fill the requirement.   

John Strong has been sending out information and 
links to all the classes that we find, to help you get 
your hours in. And there is the rub…it is up to YOU 
to take the initiative and be responsible to yourself, to 
get those hours in. Program Coordinator Steen has 
said that, while there may be compensation and for-
giveness for the volunteer hours (25 a year in Ya-
kima), there is not any provision regarding the CE 
hours. Get Your Hours In!  

Here are some upcoming webinars, trainings, and 
events that you can attend online. Most are free, some 
charge a minimal fee, and others a bit more. I’ve tak-
en a couple of $5.00 classes (voluntary donation) and 
I am planning on signing up for an all-day session 
with the Burke Museum, which will cost me $30.00, 
but I will obtain six hours of CE credit, just like that! 
(finger snap!) 

Here are just a few I found on Facebook events and 
in a simple Google search. Check these out: 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 9 am–4 pm PST 

Washington botanical symposium (online) 

Tickets: Apps.ideal-logic.com/uwbg  Open to Public  · anyone on or off Facebook 

Advance registration required - $30.  

Scholarships available for students, service corps members, or anyone with need. 

Co-hosted by: University of Washington Botanic Gardens and the University of Washington Herbarium at the 
Burke Museum 

This full-day program will be presented online as a zoom webinar. 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 at 9:30 am–10:30 am PST 

How to plant bare root raspberry plants. Free   · online event No pre-registration required for this work-

shop. Zoom info: https://zoom.us/j/96811762051.  

Saturday, March 13, 2021 at 9:30 am– 10:30 am PST 

Growing Tomatoes in the Pacific Northwest: you must pre-register for this class to receive the zoom in-
structions. A donation of $5 is suggested to help the foundation support the master gardener program in King 
County. 

To register: https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventreg?
oeidk=a07ehj09e74bb0c1fd2&oseq=&c=&ch= 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6 pm– 8 pm PDT 

Nature Scaping: site design - free virtual workshop 

Registration: https://tualatinswcd.org/event/naturescaping-site-design-2/ 

Oregon Master Gardener Program Classes: Https://extension.oregonstate.edu/program/all/mg/events 

There are many, many more available – let your fingers do the walking to finding a great CE experience.  

Clark County Master Gardeners has also been offering classes: http://www.mgfcc.com/Events.html 

After you have taken a class, please shoot an email to Claudia to document your CE credit. State the class you 
took; when you took it; how long it was; say a few things about it, such as ‘learned that you cannot ….” Then 
record your CE hours on the database. Easy Peasy.  Reach out to me if you need help finding classes to attend. 
Don’t delay. Time has a way of getting moving faster than we think. 



Master Gardening Mission Statement: 

“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased, 

researched-based horticulture and environmental stewardship education.” 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of non-

compliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension Office. 

Garden Journals 
How is your garden journal going? Did 

you list when you bought seed? Try any 

new ones? Did you receive seeds from 

Phyllis and are anxious about saving seeds 

for the library? Even though we aren't out 

in the garden, we are planning...so get 

writing. Remember last garden season 

when we kept our journals in order to 

share them at one of our social 

events? We think that will happen this 

year, so keep writing and entering. We 

want to see yours, both last season and 

this upcoming one, too.                                    

      ~ Diana Pieti  

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

Once the snow melted, Cathy Penny 

(above) and Melody Westmoreland 

(below) found their hellebores on the 

verge of blooming. 
Witch hazel blooming in Debi Russell’s yard 

after the snow. 



Have you tried this?....Some winter seed-

ing?  So many instructions online, includ-

ing YouTube. I seeded yellow onions, red 

and white cabbage, and some romanes-

ca. Will it work?  I don't know, but these 

jugs are currently out in what should be 

full sun, but right now it is full snow. The 

idea is that seeds will come when it is 

time for them to emerge and the jugs are 

a mini greenhouse.  Then you harvest the 

starts and  install them in your gar-

den. Angela and Diane Berthon are on 

their way with theirs and I heard that oth-

ers have been successful in the past. Stay 

tuned.              

       ~ Diana Pieti 

Garden Dinner Challenge      ~Phyllis Pugnetti 

 
Everwilde Seed’s website recently posted the question, “If you had to make dinner tonight using only what 

you grew in your garden last summer, what would you eat?” Good question. It was easy to focus on all the 

foods we couldn’t eat—no milk, meat, eggs, cheese, fats, bread, rice, pasta, flour, or sugar.  With a little 

thought, it was just as easy to see what we could eat—potatoes, onions, garlic, carrots, turnips, pumpkins, 

sweet corn, hot and sweet peppers, squash puree, kale, green beans, roasted tomatoes, plus 19 different dried 

or frozen herbs.  Also, the few dried beans I’d grown added protein. That seemed like a lot of ingredients to 

work with, so why do only one meal?  Over the next month, we had 7 different dinner meals made only from 

the garden: 

  

• Stuffed Pumpkin  

• Veggie Bean Soup 

• Shepherd’s Pie  

• Bean Basil Soup 

• Chili Veggie Stew  

• Potato Corn Chowder  

• Roasted Root Veggies with Meatless Patties 
 

I learned very quickly that if we actually had to eat 

only from the garden—every meal, every day for 

an extended time—it would lose its charm pretty 

fast. Overall, this challenge was a nice break from 

the boredom of COVID. Needless to say, we quickly tired of pretending to be starving pilgrims or pioneers 

living off the land.  So we’re back to 2021, and even with COVID, things are looking up!  

Gardeners At Home 



Great Plant Picks 2021
               by Joan Sousley 

Great Plant Picks is a Northwest-based nonprofit edu-

cational program from the Elizabeth C. Miller Botani-

cal Garden.  The goal of the organization is to “Create 

a comprehensive list of hardy, reliable plants for home 

and industry professionals specifically focused on the 

maritime Northwest”. 

 Although the organization is based in Seattle and fo-

cused on plants for the west side, many of the plants on 

their annual “best picks” list are right at home in our 

east side zone 6b gardens. 

Until the pandemic arrived last winter/spring, the Great 

Plant Picks were introduced as part of the annual Pa-

cific Northwest Flower and Garden Show in Seat-

tle.  Unfortunately, because the pandemic is still with 

us, there will be no show again this year. The Botani-

cal Garden did, however, continue the tradition of in-

troducing their Great Plant Picks for 2021, but with a 

twist.  

The 2021 Picks “focuses on fashion-forward foliage, 

which can strike many poses in the garden”.  Their fa-

vorites fall into three categories: bold, colorful and del-

icate. 

Go to greatplantpicks.org to view the Picks.  

Center Glow Ninebark 

Hardy Cyclamen Coum 

Krossa Regal Hosta 

Spotted recently on a Zoom 
call - and looking quite laid 
back and content - was our 
own Diana Pieti. And they 
said it would never happen!  

                ~Melody Westmoreland 

http://greatplantpicks.org/


           by Carol Barany 
 Floribunda: Define “Perennial” 

It happens all the time.  Gardeners apologize and feel 
guilty for doing something wrong when plants that 
thrived last season fail to return the following 
spring.  After all, they planted something labeled 
“perennial”. 

“Perennial” does not mean “forever”, even under per-
fect growing conditions.   It’s not your fault if some of 
the perennials you loved in your garden last year will 
fail to appear again this spring. They were never meant 
to.  And if that wasn’t enough, “perennial” doesn’t 
necessarily mean “hardy”, “low-maintenance”, or 
“blooming all summer” either. 

Some plants do seem to go on forever and sometimes 
out-live the gardener.  It’s not unusual to tour gardens 
in older neighborhoods and find peonies that have 
bloomed for over 50 years.  What about all those day-
lilies and lilacs, blooming their heads off at long-
abandoned farm houses and old cemeteries? 

Other perennials, like gaillardia, lupine, rudbeckia, col-
umbine, delphinium, and especially hybrid tulips and 
those fancy non-purple coneflowers are another sto-
ry.  While they may bloom well for a few years, expect 
them to eventually fade away.  This reality is never 
more apparent than when we admire a plant in another 
garden, and wistfully recall that we used to have one of 
those, too, once.  

Short-lived perennials are not without virtues.  Many 
manage to carry on for years and years by reseeding 
themselves all over the garden.  Some will even bloom 
the first year from seed, if you sow them indoors in 
early spring.  This is not true of most long-lived peren-
nials, which take a few years to reach full-blooming 
size.   

Another term, “hardy plant”, is sometimes understood 
to mean “perennial”, but it’s more about a plant’s abil-
ity to survive in a particular location.  For example, a 
perennial that’s hardy in Seattle may not make it 
through a Yakima winter, and would be considered an 
annual here.  In the same way, a plant that is consid-
ered an annual in our climate is really a perennial in its 
native, frost-free home.  

In determining plant hardiness, we refer to the USDA 
Plant Hardiness Zone Map.  Here in Yakima, the 
plants we grow should be hardy to zone 6b or lower, 
where the average minimum temperature is 0 to minus-
5 degrees. Though this map is helpful, it does have its 
limitations, because minimum winter temperature is 
not the only factor that determines whether or not a 
plant will survive.  Soil type is another critical fac-

tor.  In general, blueberries, which are hardy all the 
way down to Zone 4, will not survive Yakima’s alka-
line soil, because they require acid soil to thrive.  Un-
less you change your soil’s pH, you can’t keep blue-
berry plants alive for long.   

Fast-draining soil is a requirement for many other per-
ennials.  If all you can offer is water-logged clay, espe-
cially during the winter, expect them to rot and die.   

Back in my gullible, early gardening days, I remember 
turning in to a local nursery, attracted by a reader 
board that proclaimed, “Perennials: Plant Them Once 
and Forget About Them”.  I wanted some of 
those.  Talk about a rude awakening.  While some per-
ennials require less maintenance to grow than others, 
even the easiest perennials need some fertilizing, irri-
gation, pruning, dividing, staking, weeding, and 
mulching.  Some of my earliest choices, like Bishop’s 
Weed, Ribbon Grass, St. John’s Wort, and Goose-
Necked Loosestrife were so vigorous that if I had 
planted and forgotten them, they would have leaped 
from their garden beds and crossed the lawn with their 
sights set on overtaking Franklin Park.   It took years 
to rid my garden of these thugs, and that’s something 
I’ll never forget. 

Many of us grow annuals like marigolds, zinnias, petu-
nias, and dahlias because they bloom and provide color 
all summer.  Unlike these long-blooming annuals, 
most perennial plants have a distinct bloom period, 
usually less than 4 weeks.  For some, it seems to be for 
a single weekend, the one when you went out of town. 
And even those touted as ever-blooming usually have a 
period of heavy bloom, followed by sporadic re-
blooming the rest of the season.  

Flowering takes a lot of energy, and to survive, peren-
nials must store some of it so they can overwinter suc-
cessfully.  Annual flowers, like petunias or zinnias, 
bloom heavily all summer and don’t need to conserve 
energy the way perennials do, since they complete 
their life cycle in a single season. To have continuous 
color in a perennial garden, you’ll need a variety of 
plants that bloom at different times. 

 

Newsletter submissions are due on the 25th of 
each month. Please send them to Julie Hunziker 
at jbhunziker@gmail.com. Texting photos and 
brief descriptions is fine, as well. (530)209-4329 



Our Gardens At Home 

Bev Vonfeld shared the wintry scene from her yard in the West Valley. 

Angela Galbreath’s yard  covered in 

snow in the West Valley 

Julie Hunziker’s Blue Spruce 

and her neighbor’s Alpine Fir 

were resplendent in the snow. 

What good is the warmth of summer, without 

the cold of winter to give it sweetness.                                                      

      ~ John Steinbeck 



 

  

Newsletter 

Articles Due 

to Editor 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program infor-

mation or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/

Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600 

For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event WSU Extension programs 

and employment are available to all without discrimination. 

Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 
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