August 2020

Yakima County Master Gardener News

Scoop o’ Dirt

Thanks to member Fred
Staloch who gave us a few
portulaca a few years ago
for the demo garden....a
gift that keeps on giving .

Demo Garden
Who says you can’t
grow Agapanthus
here??? Supposed to
be very tender, but in
the Demo Garden we
mulch it each fall and
have enjoyed these
beautiful blooms.

Three pounds of red currants were
picked at the Demo Garden and were
taken to the Union Gospel Mission,
where they said they would put them
in the oatmeal!

Garden Photo Journals
Spending a lot of time in my garden and took photos for “My Garden Journal.”
I see something new in my garden almost every morning. Pictures capture the
beauty so I can enjoy it later. Already thinking of new perennial plants for my
garden next year. Yes, I still have bare spots where I can nestle in another
plant or two. How is your garden growing and are you keeping a “Garden
Journal?” Please share your photos and entries with other Master Gardeners
by submitting to the Newsletter.
~ Jenny Mansfield

Swallowtail butterfly on butterfly
A bee on sea holly
grown from seeds
donated by LaVonne
Benner

Ken Tolonen’s
Rose of Sharon

Beatrice Reiss loves the gate that
Jenny made. It is right at home in
her garden.

Marjorie Constanzi’s
Hollyhock

Ana Villasenor
has started harvesting tomatoes
from the plant
sale and peas
and beans from
the seed library!

Debra Kroon sent photos of her yard, taken by her husband
and fellow MG, Ray Yates.

Thank you to everyone who responded to my request for info about your early tomatoes.

Two folks
had tomatoes ripe by 4th of July! Paul harvested Early Girl and Vickie harvested Silver Fir Tree tomatoes for
the holiday. Everyone else started having ripe tomatoes around July 17th or a few days later.
The tomatoes I trialed were all supposed to be 55 days to maturity, the same as Early Girl. Two of my early
varieties would rival Early Girl.
Shoshone was ready by 4th of July, but the tomatoes are only 2-3 ounces,
much smaller than Early Girl, but with a similar taste. This variety is a true
dwarf, not taller than 20 inches. It could easily be started from seed and
grown for 12 weeks in a 4 inch pot then transplanted outside into a 12 pot
for the summer that could be brought inside at the end of the season to
let the tomatoes continue to ripen on the vine. The small plant size,
attractive foliage, sturdy upright growth pattern, high yields, and early
fruits make it a winner for me.
Sophie's Choice had the first tomatoes ripe by July 18th. The red fruits are
5-8 ounces and probably and rival Early Girl for taste and appearance. The
normal growth pattern is for the leaves to roll which makes the foliage
look like it's half way to dead, so not an attractive plant. It is a small determinant plant, growing only 2 feet tall and wide. If you want an early,
full size heirloom variety this fits the bill.
Payette was the big looser! It is very similar to Shoshone except that all
the fruits are still green, so definitely not early as advertised.
~Phyllis Pugnetti

Phyllis’ Shoshone Tomatoes

Rays of Sunshine
Yakima County Master Gardeners extend their condolences
to MG Emeritus Kris Vestad on the recent passing of her
husband, Ola. What an interesting life he led and what a
home he created for his family. We know about the loss
you are enduring, Kris, and we are so sorry.
Please keep member Virginia Vorenkamp in your thoughts
as she recovers from surgery in her home. We are thinking
of you, Virginia, and miss you.
Another member, Sue Schauer, has also had surgery and is
feeling better every day. Get well, Sue.
This new, regular column is intended to be a place to share names of those in need of a Sunshine Note for “Continued
Wishes,” “Get Well Wishes,” “Condolences,” etc. If you know of anyone in need of an uplifting note, please send their
name and “wish” to the newsletter editor at jbhunziker@gmail.com.

In Remembrance of Gina Ord
For reasons unknown Gina made the decision on Monday (July 27th) that her
work here was done. She was a bright light, full of energy, caring of others, and
always ready to jump in and help. Some of us knew her through the Master Gardener Program, some through the SNAP ED program, some through her yoga classes or swimming with her at Lion’s Pool, some through other avenues of friendship and community.

I don’t know a lot about Gina’s life prior to her coming to Yakima and the WSU Extension Office. I do know she spent time in Africa with the Peace Corps, working
tirelessly to help ensure others not so fortunate to be able to grow and eat nutritious food. I know that she leaves her husband Scott and son Travis to navigate
their lives without her. From her FB page I know that she had many, many people who cared deeply about
her.
Claudia was one of those who participated in the interview panel when Gina was hired as the Extension Director. She remembers how impressed she was with Gina’s commitment and passion for helping others.
Gina was instrumental in getting the County to take over the PC position and provide funding for it. During
her tenure Gina kept in close contact with Claudia and made sure to keep up to date with the MG program.
She consistently attended our Foundation Meetings and keep us in the loop with happenings at WSU and the
Extension Office.
Gina worked with Debra Byrd, Rosebud, and Yvette at the Yakama Nation Diabetes Center and was the one
who encouraged them to join the MG Program.
I don’t want to speak for others as those who knew her each have their own memories and thoughts. For
myself, I am saddened that she is gone. I wish things were different.
Godspeed Gina, you will be missed.

~ Melody Westmoreland

Clinic
the roots constantly wet.
Root rot and other disease problems can result if
the potting soil is waterlogged and air is excluded
from the roots.

Corner

Watering Home Gardens and
Landscape Plants (Part II)

By George J. Pinyuh, former Washington State University
Cooperative Extension Horticulture agent. Ray R. Maleike,
Trees, shrubs, and landscape plants should be waPh.D., WSU Cooperative Extension horticulturist, emeritus,
tered just inside and outside the dripline, or outer
WSU Puyallup. Marianne Ophardt, M.S., WSU Cooperative
edge of the plant. In foundation or border
Extension Area Agent, Benton County
plantings, it may be more convenient to water the
Watering
entire area. A hose, soaker hose, or various kinds of sprinklers are commonly used. For deep-rooted trees, a root
Vegetables, bedding plants, and perennials are usually
small when planted and have comparatively shallow roots. needle or fertilizer feeding needle (minus the fertilizer)
may be used for deep watering. This is a tedious process,
These plants may have to be watered more often to ensure a consistent water supply. Check the soil with a trow- but it works. Penetration is important.
el or spade to the depth of the expected root zone. Moisten the entire root zone before the plants show signs of
wilting. If the plants are allowed to wilt a few times,
growth will be stunted and crop yields reduced. Be careful
not to overwater. Porous-wall hose and drip irrigation systems can provide adequate water more efficiently to the
vegetable garden than sprinkler systems can.
Plants in containers need special attention. Both volume
of soil and total water available for plant use are limited.
These plants have to be watered more often than plants
growing in the ground. Check for soil moisture by sticking
your finger into the potting soil. When it becomes dry below the surface, begin watering. Do not depend on the
appearance of the surface of the potting soil. It may look
dry, but feeling the soil can reveal that the mix below the
surface is still moist. If you allow the potting soil to dry out
completely, you may need to soak the pot in water to rewet the soil.
Frequency and amount of water depend on the potting
mix, location, size, and type of the pot, size and type of
plants, amount of exposure to sun and wind, and temperature. Plants in plastic pots or glazed ceramic containers will
have to be watered less often than plants in clay pots or
nonglazed, porous ceramic containers. A plant that uses a
lot of water, such as fuchsia, or a potbound plant, may
have to be watered daily or several times a day. But most
container plants will need less frequent watering. When
watering, water the plant thoroughly, allowing water to
drain out of the bottom of the pot. Be careful not to keep

For recently planted trees and shrubs a dished- or berm
enclosed area constructed around the base of a tree or
shrub may be filled with water. This allows for slow percolation into the root zone. However, on heavier soils during
the rainy season or in the winter, these basin rims are best
removed to avoid concentrating too much water.
Shrubs and trees near house foundations, under eaves, or
in southern, southwestern, or western exposures have to
be watered more frequently. They may get little water
from precipitation, and reflected heat from walls leads to
increased water and heat stress.
Capillary action can cause dissolved salts to be carried
from moist zones into the dry soil under eaves. A salt concentration is then left behind as the water evaporates.
Thorough leaching of such areas may occasionally be necessary, particularly in the drier regions of the state, to remove salt buildup.
Mounds or berms in which landscape plants have been
installed have much more soil surface exposed to evaporation than the natural soil profile. Therefore, these areas
will have to be checked and watered more frequently.
Recently transplanted woody plants need special attention. The soils in which balled and burlapped and containerized plants have grown often are radically different from
the soils into which they are planted in the home landscape. When this occurs, interfaces develop between the
original nursery soil and the soil at the new site. Because
of these interfaces, water does not move readily between

(cont’d top of next page)

(Watering, cont’d)

ture-demanding plants underneath them.

the different media. Therefore, it is most important that
water be applied to both the nursery soil and the surrounding soil during the critical establishment period.
Roots grow only where there is moisture, and unless both
media are moist the roots may never grow out of the original nursery soil. Plants in such a situation may ultimately
girdle themselves and die.

Other drought tolerant shrubs and trees also do not need
to be watered. For lists of drought tolerant shrubs and
trees, consult a good reference work. Many plants in the
following genera have proven themselves drought resistant; Caragana, Ceanothus, Cotoneaster, Cytisus, Eleagnus, Genista, Juniperus, Koelreuteria, Pinus, Quercus, and
Robinia. There are many more.

Container soils, in particular, have a bad habit of drying
out much faster than the surrounding or backfill soils. Both
media should be adequately moistened to prevent newly
installed plants from being injured or dying of drought. But
be careful not to overwater.

Lawns are best watered by overhead sprinklers. The deeper the wetting, the deeper the roots will grow. Deeprooted grass plants are much healthier and better able to
withstand drought stress. Water grass when the soil begins to dry out, but before the plants actually begin to wilt,
and certainly before they begin to desiccate. Grass requires irrigation when it begins to be less resilient and
springy and does not bounce back up after being walked
on. The amount of water to wet the root zone is determined by soil type, amount of thatch accumulation, and
several other variables.

Mulching newly established shrubs and trees helps prevent moisture loss. Moisture-demanding plants, such as
rhododendrons, azaleas, and ferns, have to be irrigated
more often during warm, sunny weather. Many native
woody plants should not receive summer watering. Once
they are established, they are drought tolerant in the summer, and some may be damaged by moisture at this time.
It is especially important to keep water away from the
crowns and larger roots of madronas and western dogwood in western Washington. They often succumb to root
rot problems with summer watering. Avoid planting mois-

To determine when a sprinkler has put out an inch of water, or any specific quantity, simply use several coffee cans
or jars spaced at intervals from the sprinkler itself to the
edge of the watering pattern.

(See Part III [Final] in September’s Newsletter)

HelpWanted
Research Data Needed

Facebook Page Co-administrator

My research is trying to document the host plant
associations of the brown marmorated stink bug,
wherever it is found. Specifically, I'm looking to
record: 1) On which plants can BMSB be found; 2)
Approximately how many were found on that plant
at a given location; and 3) Photo confirmation that
the stink bug in question is BMSB. Any and all
plants (wild, ornamental, garden, etc.) are of interest, and the insects can be encountered incidentally in the course of normal life or by deliberate
searching. Along with the date of the observation
(approximations are OK if exact dates are not
known) and the location, that should be everything! Please email responses or questions
to james.hepler@wsu.edu, and I will get back to
you. Thanks for any contributions you can make.

In 2013, we started a group on Facebook just for Yakima Master Gardeners called “Secret Yakima Master
Gardeners.” The group is a good way to share information about plants, members who are ill or need encouragement, photos, questions—just about anything
you’d like to share. No one outside Yakima Master Gardeners has access to this group.

Sincerely, Jim Hepler --WSU-TFREC

I am the Administrator of the group and would love for
another person to also be an Administrator. Let me
know if you’re interested
(christina_mitt@hotmail.com). There really aren’t
many tasks besides sending invitations (I hope you
have received an invitation by now) and taking off the
list members who are no longer with us for one reason
or another. I apologize for being remiss in this! Thanks
to Diana Pieti for reminding me.
~ Maia Mittelstaedt

Clinic Conundrums
Each year our trainees choose a clinic question to answer as part of their clinic training. This year, because we were not able to
have our 'normal live lectures', many chose to
write their answer. Each month we will be
posting one of their answers so that you can
share in the knowledge they obtained by using science-based references. Enjoy!
Why is my blue spruce turning green?
By Janice Miller
The blue spruce is a very popular tree due to its distinctive coloration. Its scientific name is Pinacea pinalis. It is hardy in USDA zones 2 through 8. Few
spruce species grow well above zone 8 due to heat
intolerance. You can plant blue spruce from seed,
but the coloration is unpredictable. There are multiple cultivars to choose from along with the Colorado
blue spruce. These include Hoops, Fat Albert, Baker,
Thompson, and Montgomery blue spruce varieties.

the best way of determining what the tree needs.
Pests and pathogens are always to be considered
when caring for your tree. Chlorosis can also be
caused by Phytophthora fungi with root and crown
rot. Needle cast fungi (a soil born pathogen) indicators include discoloration starting from the bottom of
the tree with black spots on needles. Spruce webworm and Spruce aphids can feed on the needles
Among the multiple things to consider is where to
causing them to fade.
plant the tree. It should be planted in an area where The blue spruce can make a lovely addition to your
it will receive at least six hours of direct sunlight. Al- property. Providing proper care along with the
so, your tree requires an area that will drain well, like knowledge of potential problems is helpful to mainsand, clay or loamy soil. They tend to be drought
taining a healthy blue spruce.
resistant, but will require regular watering in the first
season to ensure a good start.
One way of keeping blue color is to apply fertilizer
after the first year of growth. A slow release formula
designed for shrubs and trees works best. The best
time to apply fertilizer is in the late fall or early
spring, before new growth starts.
The blue coloration only occurs on new growth.
Should the tree loose its blue color, it will return only
with new growth in the Spring. Some of the reasons
for loosing color is due to weathering off over time
and use of pesticides. It will strip the waxy blue
coating from the needles. Other reasons may be related to pollution and poor growing conditions.
A deficiency in minerals such as iron, manganese or
zinc can cause a condition called chlorosis (loss of
green coloration) with alkaline soil. Over fertilization
with a high nitrogen turf food can cause foliage to
Phyllis says, “The old farmer’s expression
fade and even burn at the ends. A soil test is
"knee high by the 4th of July" is for garden
wimps.”

Floribunda:

Summer Container Revival
By Carol Barany

Spring-like weather hung around longer than usual As long as the weather remains hot and dry, be genthis year, but that’s all changed. The Dog Star is back erous when watering. It’s hard to overwater pots if
in town.
they have proper drainage holes and fast-draining
potting mix. Never underestimate how much a large
planter, filled with thirsty plants, needs on a hot
Sirius, part of the constellation Canis major, is the
day. Water early, and re-check later. In weather like
brightest star in our summer sky. It was called the
‘Dog Star’ by early Egyptians to honor their god Osi- this, pots might need a second or third helping of
water.
ris. For twenty days, beginning in late July, Sirius
rises and sets with the sun. The ancients believed
By now, your container plants have developed mathe star was generating heat of its own, adding to
ture root systems, and if you added a timed-release
already sizzling temperatures, and giving us the term fertilizer at planting in May or June, it’s likely long
“dog days of summer.”
gone. Add more to carry plants through the rest of
the growing season. Or start adding a soluble balGardeners aren’t the only ones wilting. Our contain- anced fertilizer to the irrigation water. Just rememer plantings and hanging baskets have been baking ber that fertilizers dissolve in water, and a portion is
on ‘high’, and the season is far from over. Plant
lost in the water that drains from the pot. Many
grooming should be done throughout the summer, nurseries keep their containers and hanging baskets
but if you haven’t kept up with regular deadheading, looking lavish by using dilute soluble fertilizers every
trimming, watering, and fertilizing, it’s never too late time they irrigate, or at full strength every week or
to give your plants a rejuvenating spa treatment.
two.
Armed with pruners and a cool beverage, a haircut When you get to the point when plants in containers
for flowers and foliage is the first order of business. Cascading annuals like sweet potato vine, bacopa, lantana, million bells, petunia, verbena, and
lobelia can be cut back by a third. If they’re really
sad and leggy, you can cut back by half. Do the
same for taller annuals like coleus, zinnia, marigold,
cosmos, salvia, and geranium. Trust me. A radical
shearing will bring on a flush of new growth faster
than it takes your bangs to grow out.
Plants growing in containers depend on regular watering, and can suffer dramatically when you forget
for even a day. And you may have some potted
plants that seem chronically wilted, even though you
supply them with plenty of water.
If you take a closer look, it could be that a gap has
formed between the edges of the dry soil mass and
the pot wall. Most of the water rushes through that
gap and out the bottom of the pot, with little being
absorbed by the dry roots. Compounding the prob- and hanging baskets can’t be revived, put them out
lem is the fact that rewetting potting mix once it
of their misery. There is nothing more depressing
dries out and shrinks isn’t easy.
than a container full of dead plants. Forgive yourself
For smaller containers, find a tub big enough to hold and move on. By the end of August, fresh new fall
arrivals like ornamental kale, pansies, and mums will
the pot and fill it with water. Dunk your dry pots
inside. When the surface of the soil inside each pot be available and can be tucked in wherever you have
a space.
is visibly wet (this could take hours or even overnight), remove them from the standing water. You’ll
notice that the moist soil has expanded, filling the
If you have the energy for a Dog Days project, save
gap around the inside edge of the pot, making them some of the 4”- 5” tip cuttings from the haircuts you
easier to water effectively.
gave. Some annuals, especially coleus and sweet
vine, are easy to root and can be used as reFor large containers too big to dunk, revive them by potato
placements
for plants that are frizzled. Stand the
watering from the bottom. Place them in a large
stems
in
clean
in a cool, bright place and
saucer, and keep adding water as it’s absorbed. Dry check for roots.water
They
seem to appear almost oversoil quickly wicks up water through the drainage
night
and
your
cuttings
will soon be ready to transholes at the bottom of the pot, thoroughly satuplant.
rating the parched root ball.

Garden News from Around the World...
This year China is experiencing an immense environmental, agricultural, economic, and humanitarian
disaster that has barely made the news here in the
US. There has been a drought in the north and south
killing more than half of the wheat and corn crops. In
the west the locusts arrived causing damage to the
corn crops grown on subsistence farms in small villages. In central China, the heaviest monsoons in a

er that are at high risk of flood damage. The Three
Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River is the world’s largest dam and hydroelectric power plant, and is

currently at risk of being destroyed by the floodwaters. Heavy rains both above and below the dam are
already causing massive destruction. Last week the
Chinese government ordered the evacuation of 38
million people (roughly the same as the population of
century are flooding the Yangtze River Basin. This ba- California). Continuous, heavy rains are predicted for
sin is home to half a billion people. It is also one of
the next 2 weeks. The water behind the dam continthe most bio-diverse places on the planet and home ues to rise even though all the spillways and locks are
to many endangered species of plants and animals,
fully open. Satellite photos show the wall of the dam
including the Giant Panda. The Yangtze Basin is
is shifting. If the dam fails, the destruction of life,
where most of China’s vegetables, beans, rice, liveproperty, and the environment would be unimaginastock, and commercial seeds are produced. Manufac- ble. The aftermath would affect the entire world in
turing, finance, and agriculture in the basin generate the scarcity of goods and food and resulting in higher
50%
prices. We can only pray the rain will stop and the
of China’s GDP. Some estimates are that 80% of Chi- dam will continue to hold back the deluge.
na’s domestic food crops could be lost this year.
~ Submitted by Phyllis Pugnetti
There are also 44 nuclear power plants along the riv-

Chinese Greenhouses and Farm Fields

Master Gardening
Mission Statement:
“Engaging university-trained volunteers to empower
and sustain communities with relevant, unbiased,
researched-based horticulture and environmental
stewardship education.”

Newsletter submissions are due on the
25th of each month. Please send them to
Julie Hunziker at jbhunziker@gmail.com.

2020 Classes in the Gardens
Demo Garden @ Ahtanum Youth Park Heirloom Garden
May 9 Mason Bees ***POSTPONED****

May 16 Creating Fertile Soil *** POSTPONED***

May 23 Alternatives to Lawns ***POSTPONED***

June 20 Small Gardens

Jun 13 Raised Bed Gardening *** POSTPONED***

July 18 Edible Landscapes ***POSTPONED***

Jun 27 Worms In Our Gardens ***POSTPONED***

August 15 Art in the Garden **POSTPONED***

*** POSTPONED***

Jul 11 Enabled Gardening ***POSTPONED***
Jul 25 Deadheading ***POSTPONED***
Aug 8 Creating Garden Rooms ***POSTPONED***
Aug 22 Propagating Plants Without Seeds ***POSTPONED***
Sep 12 Seed Starting Now (Fall & Winter Planning)

Sep 26 Shrubs & Trees for Screening
October 24th – – Pumpkin Fun for Children

I LOVE GARDENING
Reminder:

FROM MY HEAD

TOMATOES!

Yakima County Master
Gardener Foundation
Meeting Wednesday,
August 5th at 10:30 am
via Zoom.

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension Office.

August 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Food Garden
8-10

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

4

5
Demo
Garden
8-11

11
Demo
Garden
8-11

18
Demo
Garden
8-11

25
Demo
Garden
8-11

6

7

Foundation
Mtg via
Zoom 10:30

12

8
Food Garden
8-10

13

14

15
Food Garden
8-10

19

20

21

22
Food Garden
8-10

26

27

28

29
Food Garden
8-10

31
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or reasonable accommodation need to contact: WSU Extension/2403 South 18th Street/
Union Gap, WA 98903/509-574-1600
For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event WSU Extension programs
and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.

