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Master Gardener News

A year that we never (at least I didn’t)
in our wildest dreams thought would
happen continues…we are now in the
fourth month of shutdowns, the number of people in our county infected
with CV-19 continues to rise, and there is
no end in sight. Closures and cancellations
have become the news of the day, and sadly, the Master Gardeners must add our
summer picnic to the list of casualties. As
of this writing the park isn’t even open due
to so much damage from the windstorm a
few weeks ago (and it’s blowing hard again
right now!). Based on the Governor’s plan
to re-open (as well as the WSU guidelines),
we would have to be in Phase 4 to have a
gathering and we don’t seem to be making
any progress on moving to Phase 2. There
is a three-week minimum to go from one
Phase to the next, which puts us past our
August picnic date.

From the Desk of our
Foundation President

I need to give shout-outs to the Team CoLeaders for their great work during a very
challenging time. The Demo and Food Gardens continue to move forward, the Youth
Group is finding creative ways to get gardening-related projects out to area kids,
the Greenhouse is cleaned up and repairs
are in process so it’s ready to open up in
October (fingers crossed). The Clinic team
is answering questions and providing guidance to callers as they work remotely from
their homes. Our Social Media team becomes more relevant than ever in the age
of virtual communications. The Twenty in
Twenty projects continue to happen albeit
not as originally envisioned, and a committee continues to work toward our
dream of a recognition luncheon featuring
food we have grown and prepared ourselves. The Plant Sale team put tremendous effort into getting plants sold or donated and we managed to cover our direct
costs with a little to put away. I know I am
missing someone here but I am so very
grateful for the effort that each and every
one of you continues to put forth to keep
us together.

Our Program Coordinator has attended
weekly meetings and gotten updates to us
as she receives them. Although the MG’s
are officially bound by guidelines issued by
the Governor, Public Health District, and
WSU, we are an independent group and
many struggle with the restrictions – her
role as messenger is not always easy when
things continue to change rapidly.
John Strong has kept us “together” by
scheduling and hosting many, many Zoom
meetings.
AND every one of you, our Yakima County
Master Gardeners, have continued in your
quest to learn, teach, and participate as you
are able.
We are currently exploring some ways that
we could connect as a group in a virtual
world – stay tuned for more on that.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and enjoy the blessings that each day brings. Garden on!
~ Melody Westmoreland

‘Neon Flash’ Spiraea
Photo by Julie Hunziker

Food Garden
Have you seen the food garden located at the
greenhouse address? Unless John posts something different, the crew is there every Saturday
morning and that garden shows the work they
have been doing. It is wonderful, healthy, and
happy, and what a crew that comes to take care of
it! They have already donated food and it will continue. When one early crop comes out another
one will go in...a good example of succession gardening. Go there and take a look!

The same storm that damaged the GH took down about 50
trees in Yakima--10 from Parks & Rec. properties. Recent tree
plantings in Yakima by Parks &Rec. were 44 maples on 4th
street and 59 on N. Naches Ave. (maples, hornbeam, and
gingko). MG sponsored 2 silver linden (Tilia tomentosa) on
Public Works main office property on Fruitvale. Chip and Casey planted and will see that care is taken. Our 2020 sign and
flag are posted.
~ Submitted by Ken Tolonen

Demo Garden
May 30, 2020 WIND STORM DEVASTATION AT AHTANUM PARK
~ Marjorie Conzatti
This has been the windiest late spring I can remember and a constant topic of conversation among my gardening friends. This, however, did not prepare me for what I saw as I entered Ahtanum Park on Wednesday,
June 10. It truly looked as if a tornado had devastated all of the trees in the park. A striking sight, as well, was
the flagpole standing to the west near the buildings. It was bent about six feet above ground and the rest of
the pole was pointing towards the entry of the park. Flag was long gone!
Our June 2nd work party was cancelled. Upon investigation, Skip found out about the widespread damage
and made plans for a muscle crew to show up June 9th. They came prepared with saws and Jack’s trailer and
got to work. Skip, Gary, Jack, Darrel D, Darrell M, Marco, and Michael Woods cleared, loaded, and hauled a
dozen trailer loads to a place for park personnel to mulch at a later date. Because the guys worked so hard
Tuesday, a skeleton crew of gals was able to see to smaller details in the garden Wednesday. Such a dedicated group of gardeners!
The following photos can only scratch the surface of the actual devastation.
Photos by Marjorie Conzatti
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Water Penetration
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Soil type or texture is a major determining factor of how
Water Loss From the Soil
There are several ways in which water is lost from the soil. much water a soil will hold, or how quickly a soil can be
irrigated. For example, one inch of water applied to a
Rain, melted snow, or water applied by the homeowner
sandy soil will penetrate 12 inches. It will move anywhere
may percolate down through the soil beyond the root
from 6–10 inches into a good loam soil, and in a clay soil it
zone. This water is useless to growing plants. Water also
may evaporate from the soil surface, leaving it dry. Water will percolate down only 4–5 inches.

Watering Home Gardens and
Landscape Plants (Part I)

from lower layers in the soil is drawn to the surface by capillary action and also evaporates. This continual evaporation may deplete water from quite deep in the soil. Transpiration is the process by which a plant loses water
through its leaves. This is a necessary process for plant
growth. A large tree may lose hundreds of gallons of water
a day in the summer. Water lost from the soil by evaporation and transpiration must be replaced by precipitation or
supplemental irrigation.

Soil-Water-Air Relationships
Soil-Water-Air Relationships Establishing the correct waterair relationships in the soil is essential for the best growth
of all plant types. Oxygen in the soil is necessary for plants
to grow. Watering too often or too much is likely to exclude the necessary oxygen from the soil pore spaces.
Without enough oxygen, plant roots suffocate and die, preventing water uptake. Plant parts aboveground exhibit
symptoms of this stress; wilting, yellowing, and drying foliage, leaf drop and twig dieback may all occur. Constant
overwatering kills most plants. Too little water, on the other hand, does not allow the roots to replace water lost by
the plant through transpiration. The roots may dry up and
die, and the top growth begins to show abnormal symptoms. In both cases, either too much or too little water, the
plant suffers from lack of moisture in its tissues. Heavy clay

Time Required

Sandy soils allow water to penetrate more quickly than will
heavy, dense soils. Wetting the entire root zone of plants
growing in heavy soils takes much longer than wetting
plants growing in lighter soils. Sandy loams will accept from
1/2–3 inches of water per hour. A clay-loam may absorb
only 1/10–3/5 inch of water in the same amount of time. A
very dry clay-loam soil could take as long as 120 hours to
completely wet to a depth of 12 inches. A sandy loam,
however, might take as little as 4 hours.

Organic Matter
Soils to which organic matter has been added will behave
differently. For example, clay soils with added organic
matter will accept water more quickly. Organically amended sandy soils hold water longer and, consequently, do not
need to be irrigated as frequently.

Compaction and Thatch
Water will not soak into compacted soils, or soils overlaid
with a thatch accumulation, particularly if water is applied
too quickly. For compacted or thatch-choked areas, the
best treatment is to aerate the soil by removing plugs.
Wetting agents can help water soak through dry organic
layers, like thatch, so that it moves into the soil.
(Cont. bottom of next page)

A BIG THANKS to Robin Russell at Yakima Printing Co.
for his generous donation of signs for the plants we donated to area gardens. He used to work at the county
printers and now has his own business. We hope if you
need printing, you will consider using this company
that is located at 5709 Summitview.
Another company to remind you of is Home Depot. We
know with the current situation, we like doing business
with small, locally owned hardware stores, but Jim Carpenter at Home Depot has given so much to us over
the years that has really benefited the program. Just
last year we were gifted with more than a thousand
dollars worth of seeds that went to many of our venues
and maybe to your home garden as well. If you need
lumber, appliances, home improvement supplies, we
hope you will do business with them.
~ Diana Pieti

2020 Classes in the Gardens
Demo Garden @ Ahtanum Youth Park Heirloom Garden
May 9 Mason Bees ****POSTPONED****

May 16 Creating Fertile Soil *** POSTPONED***

May 23 Alternatives to Lawns ****POSTPONED****

June 20 Small Gardens

Jun 13 Raised Bed Gardening *** POSTPONED****

July 18 Edible Landscapes ***POSTPONED***

Jun 27 Worms In Our Gardens ***POSTPONED***

August 15 Art in the Garden

*** POSTPONED***

Jul 11 Enabled Gardening ****POSTPONED****
Jul 25 Deadheading

Watering Home Gardens (continued)

Aug 8 Creating Garden Rooms

Mulches placed over the root zone of trees and
shrubs help restructure the surface layer of compacted soils to allow more efficient penetration of
water. Compacted soils in which a vegetable or
flower garden is to be planted should have organic
matter incorporated into the top 6- 8 inches. This
allows easier water penetration after the garden is
established.

Aug 22 Propagating Plants Without Seeds
Sep 12 Seed Starting Now (Fall & Winter Planning)
Sep 26 Shrubs & Trees for Screening
October 24th – – Pumpkin Fun for Children

(See Part II in August’s newsletter)

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension Office.

Larray Prather has extended an invitation to interested Master Gardeners to visit his operation on Tuesday, July 14 from 9:00 to noon. Rather than have everyone come at once, the visit will be an open house
format allowing fewer people to be present at any
given time. He has nine acres for us to spread out on.
While we usually plan events for Wednesdays, Mondays and Tuesdays are better days for Larry.
Larray’s address is
209 West Taylor Road
Selah, WA
Home phone - 509 697 3351: cell 509 949 0271
Driving Directions: While there are a couple of ways
to travel, I am selecting the route through Selah for
purposes of these driving directions.
Travel through Selah on North 1st Street past the high
school. North 1st Street become Selah Loop Road.
Follow Selah Loop through the round-about, continue
up the hill following it to the right at the curve where
it intersects with Baker Road. As you wind up the hill
you will pass Windmill Lane and Taylor Road (not the
one you want). Stay on Selah Loop until it intersects
with Speyers Road. Turn left onto Speyers and follow
to West Taylor. Turn left onto West Taylor and follow
to the “T” intersection, then right to Larray’s home.

Red Bromeliad up for adoption.
She's in a 4 inch pot with 3 healthy-sized
pups ready to be transplanted.
Free to a loving houseplant enthusiast.
I can deliver.
Mkearney1960@hotmail .com

Remember your masks and social distancing while
visiting the garden.
Please call me if you have questions
Sheila Gunderson
360 464 7161
It is a lovely invitation on Larray's part, and individuals are of course free to participate if and how they
so choose. The Foundation voted earlier in the year
to cancel our 2020 Garden Tour. Given the current
situation and health crisis, the WSU and Governor's
guidelines, and our collective concern for the health
and safety of all, we do not feel this can move forward under the auspices of the Master Gardeners. Thank you for your understanding.

Lovely full blooming clematis in
the garden of Nancy Probst.

Clinic Conundrums
Each year our trainees choose a clinic question to answer as part of their clinic training. This year, because we were not able to
have our 'normal live lectures', many chose
to write their answer. Each month we will be
posting one of their answers so that you can
share in the knowledge they obtained by using science based references. Enjoy!
How Do I Use Manure Safely In My Garden?

If you are composting your manure, you should cover the
pile to reduce the loss of nutrients through leaching, erosion, and volatilization. Properly composted manure needs
to be watered and turned regularly and needs to reach
approximately 140 degrees to reduce the pathogens and
weed seeds. If you are just aging manure in a pile, you
should age at least 6 months before use.
Cow manure is good fertilizer, but so are chicken, goat,
sheep, rabbit, and horse manures. Chicken manure is very
high in nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus and definitely
needs aging or composting. Horse manure is notorious for
weed seeds. Horses don’t digest as well as other animals
and the seeds pass right through their digestive system.
Rabbit manure is high in nitrogen and does not have to be
composted or aged. It can be sprinkled in your garden and
will slowly release nutrients into the soil. Pig manure
should not be used in vegetable gardens due to the possibility of parasites and pathogens. Pig manure is also relatively low in plant nutrients.

By Camille Smith
At a very young age, I learned that fresh manure should
not be applied directly to your garden. My grandfather
gathered up my horse’s manure and frosted my grandmother’s strawberry plants with it. His philosophy was “if
a little is good more is better!” It burned the heck out of
them. Needless to say, my grandmother was not too hap- If you are using manure in your garden, be it composted,
aged or fresh, it is important to do a soil test every three
py!!
to five years. The potassium, phosphorus, and salts can
The best manure for gardens is properly composted mabuild up in the soil. If your soil tests high in potassium and
nure, sometimes referred to as "Black Gold" when it conphosphorus you may need to use a commercial fertilizer
tains cow manure. Fresh manure is too hot to put directly
that supplies only nitrogen.
on gardens. It not
The last manure I want to mention is Worm Poo, also
only has a tendency
known as vermicast earthworm waste. As these little
to burn the plants,
composters eat their way through your compost, they crebut it contains pathoate an optimal soil enricher. When used in gardens they
gens and weed
increase water retention in soil, improve soil aeration, and
seeds. If you are goanchor plant nutrients.
ing to use fresh manure, the best time is
in the fall to avoid
any problems.
However, if you do
use fresh or aged
manure, you need to
apply it 120 days prior to harvesting your
veggies that come in
contact with the
soil, i.e. carrots, onions, radishes etc.
Composted manure
can be applied 90
days before harvest
on veggies that don’t
come in contact with
the soil.

In summary, proper use of manure can supply your plants
with nutrients and help improve soil structure. Adding too
much manure could lead to nitrate leaching, excessive
vegetative growth, and possible salt buildup. The best
time to use fresh manure is in the fall. The best time to
use composted or aged manure is 120 days before harvest
of veggies that touch the soil or 90 days before harvest for
other veggies. If you are using compost on regular flower
gardens you can side dress with aged or composted anytime.
References
cahnrs.wsu.edu “Fertilizing with manure and other organic
amendments”
University of Wisconsin Master Gardener Program Division
of Extension
Ohio State University Soil Ecology Lab 2003-2008 Publications on Earthworms and Vermiculture

Fern bought
at this years’
plant sale
Globe
master
allium

I am still hunkered down
at home and thought I
would take pictures for
“My Garden Journal.”
We were challenged earlier this year by Diana Pieti
to keep a journal. How
are YOU doing?

~ Jenny Mansfield

My Mayhem Marley kitty
cat with “his” catmint

Snowball viburnum
and Wisteria

Honeysuckle vine and
25 cent dianthus
bought at 2019 MG
plant sale

************************************************
The cool weather has been especially good for potatoes and onions, and surprisingly the corn,
too.
Sophie's Choice and Shoshone
are early variety tomatoes. Both
are loaded with pale green tomatoes that have already started to
get a pale pink blush. May have
ripe tomatoes by 4th of July!
Potatoes, Onions, & Corn
~ Phyllis Pugnetti
Shoshone Tomatoes

Sophie’s Choice
Tomatoes

Getting The Most From Cut Flowers
By Carol Barany
Three of my dahlias started blooming last week, and
several more are just about to pop. For most of my
dahlia growing years, I had to wait until late-July for
the first flowers, but who wants to wait that long?
Impatience finally got the best of me. For the last
three years, I’ve started some of my favorite dahlia
varieties in my small, unheated greenhouse in midMarch, and planted them out at the usual time in
May. Each tuber goes in a plastic pot, barely covered
in moist potting soil. The warm daytime temperatures coax the eyes to develop more quickly, giving
me a jump start on the season. It won’t be long before I’ll be picking armloads of sumptuous dahlias,
along with cosmos, amaranth, zinnias, and celosia.
Annual flowers like these have a single growing season to complete their life-cycles. Gardeners know
that for the longest possible sequence of blooms, all
faded flowers should be removed the moment they
start looking shabby, or when the petals start to
drop. This stymies the plant’s seed production, and
tricks annuals into producing additional waves of
blooms.
After flowers are cut for bouquets, they’ll look fresher longer if you can provide them with three elements. Carbohydrates are necessary for cell metabolism. Biocides combat bacteria. Acidifiers adjust the
pH of water to increase water uptake.
Everyone seems to have their own recipe for providing these essentials. Mae Lin Plummer did us all a
favor and tested six additives against plain water, and
reported the results in the May/June 2015 issue of
Fine Gardening.
She used freshly cut sunflowers, lisianthus, and celosia. Data was recorded daily for 15 days on the quality of the flowers, and rated with a number system. 2
was “good”, indicating that the flowers looked like
they had just been picked. Flowers that didn’t look
like they were ready for the compost pile earned a 1,
indicating they were “acceptable”. 0 meant that they
were wilted or shriveled so badly that they needed to
be pitched. The results were surprising.
Plain water was not so bad in that the flowers looked
‘good’ for almost a week before deteriorating rapidly.
Adding 1 tablespoon of Listerine per quart of water
as an antibacterial gave similar results. When 1 tablespoon of sugar was added to a quart of water, the
flowers did well overall until Day 6, when the leaves
began to wilt, while the flower petals themselves
held up longer. Similar results were gained by placing
the flowers in a solution of 1 tablespoon sugar and ½
teaspoon of bleach per quart of water. While the
overall quality of the flower petals was good, and the
water in the container remained clear, the leaves began to blotch and spot.
The worst overall results were from using a solution
of 1 tablespoon sugar and 2 tablespoons vinegar per
quart of water. Flowers started to wilt by Day
2. Stems started turning brown at the bottom, and
the damage quickly spread to the flower.

The best home remedy turned out to be 1 part lemon
-lime soda to 3 parts water. The author speculates
that the sugar provides food to the flower, while the
citric acid prevents bacteria build-up. The flowers
were acceptable for an average of 7-14 days. Except
for the fact that the water was cloudier at the end,
these results rivaled those of the winner (drum roll,
please).
Flowers treated with FloraLife Flower Food 300 lasted
the longest and looked best (9-14 days), and the water remained clearest. While the ingredients in FloraLife are proprietary, the company’s website lists “a
sugar for nutrition, an acidifier to lower the pH of the
water, and a class of compounds called stem absorption enhancers”.
The study did not compare the merits of a variety of
commercial floral preservative brands. Do they all
give comparable results, or is FloraLife superior?
While dahlias are not a particularly long-lasting cut
flower, I learned from Swan Island Dahlias that their
vase-life can be increased by placing cut stems in hot
water (160-180 degrees) that’s allowed to cool, before placing the dahlias in fresh water and floral preservative.
Will I use the lemon-lime soda solution or FloraLife in
every vase I fill with flowers? Probably not, especially
if they’re destined for nothing loftier than my kitchen
counter. But will I use one of them if I’m giving flowers as a gift, or if I want my flowers to hold up for a
special event?
It’s absolutely worth the extra effort.

Youth Team Keeps On Going
~Annette Olson
It looks like we will have pumpkins for youth activities this fall. Look at how the pumpkins planted on May
31st are coming along, despite cold weather issues and watering by hand.
Bob, Head Maintenance at Ahtanum Youth Park, provided bark from their pile. Michelle Murphy got it spread
on the patch last week. Annette Olson surrounded the little hills with Demo Garden mulch to retain the precious water. Both of these actions were suggested by Diane Pieti, who knows her stuff! Thank you, Diana!!!

Farmer’s Market activities continue. Eileen and Amber assembled the Bug Jar packets for distribution on Sunday, June 28th. You may have seen the picture/post on Master Gardener, 4H, and Yakima Farmer’s Market websites. We
appreciate the YFM and 4H partnerships!
We'll have different packets for the last Sunday in July, August, Sept, and before the end of October. Stay tuned! If interested in participating at the Farmer's Market or assembling packets then please let Michelle know.
Enjoy your growing plants and the summer ahead. Youth
Team is finding joy in our activities even though abbreviated
this year.

Master Gardening Mission
Statement:
“Engaging university-trained volunteers
to empower and sustain communities
with relevant, unbiased, researchedbased horticulture and environmental
stewardship education.”
Newsletter submissions are due on the
25th of each month. Please send them to
Julie Hunziker at jbhunziker@gmail.com.
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