


The importance of a garden 
goes far beyond its beauty.  

Purposefully choosing flowers, 
shrubs, and trees to attract and 
sustain wildlife greatly benefits 

the environment and all the 
creatures in it.



The Million Pollinator 
Gardens Challenge 

2016
The National Wildlife Federation 

US Forest Service 
National Parks Service 

American Horticultural Society 
The White House 

and 

 YOU!!



National Pollinator Garden Network
■ Goal is reverse the decline of honeybees, native bees, and 

monarch butterflies 

■ 100 crop species provide 90% of the world’s food supply 
and of those, 71 are bee pollinated 

■ There are many possible reasons for the decline, including 
changing farming practices, disease, and use of pesticides 

■ All agree that loss of overall habitat and the plants 
pollinators rely on for food are contributing factors 

■ The Network proposes that Americans plant one million new 
pollinator gardens before the end of 2016



What qualifies as a garden?

■ Containers and window boxes 
■ Grounds of your school or church 
■ Parking medians, city parks, golf 

courses 
■ Contrary to popular belief, bees thrive 

in urban areas, too



Plant A Seasonal Sequence of 
Flowering Plants

■ A host of varieties that bloom from late-
winter or early-spring until late-summer or 
early Fall will ensure food for each 
pollinator’s unique life-style  

■ A constant food supply means they can 
find nutrition at all times in your garden 

■ If possible plant in large clumps rather 
than scattered smaller plantings



Diversify Garden Plantings

■ Different pollinators have unique 
preferences for plant types or flower 
structures 

■ Hummingbirds can access long tubular 
flowers with their long tongues  

■ Bats and moths prefer flowers that bloom 
at night 

■ Serving up an array of plants will ensure a 
variety of pollinators come to your party



Include Native Plants

■ Many pollinators have evolved specialized 
relationships to native flowering plants 

■ Their life cycles are cued to their preferred 
plants’ flowering patterns 

■ Natives are well-adapted to local climate 
and soil conditions.



Consider Leaving Flowering Weeds
■ Many plants we consider weeds are 

very attractive to pollinators 

■ Leave some garden areas weedy and 
wild for them 

■ Removing weeds immediately after 
flowering can prevent them from 
setting seed



Provide Water
■ A wide shallow dish or bird bath is 

attractive since bees sense the increase in 
humidity 

■ Provide a landing surface to prevent 
drowning with stones, pebbles, floating 
corks, or wood 

■ Some natives bees, including blue orchard 
mason bees, require mud for nest 
construction



Give Them Shelter 
■ All pollinators need a protected place to lay 

eggs, raise their young, and  hide from 
predators 

■ Include bird houses, bat houses, native 
bee boards or boxes, trees, shrubs, 
grasses, and brush in your garden 

■ Avoid being too tidy 

■ The butterflies we delight in start out as 
very hungry caterpillars



Avoid Pesticides
■ Pesticides kill the bad bugs as well as 

helpful pollinating insects 

■ Given the chance, beneficial insects can 
provide the needed pest control 

■ Use cultural or biological controls first 

■ Remove pest-susceptible plants and 
replace them with varieties requiring less 
maintenance









Early Season

Alyssum    alyssum, iberis, phlox California poppy

cerinthe

clover

poppies

clovercrocus



Early season

dandelion dianthus

larkspur

osteospermum

dandelion

larkspur osteospermum

dianthusdianthus
dianthus



Early season
parsley cilantro

sweet pea

viola

cilantro

sweet peas
violas



Mid-season

chives Showy milkweed

Mexican whorled milkweed Bachelor button

chives

Bachelor’s button
Bachelor’s button



Mid-season

basil

borage

rudbeckia

gaillardia

gaillardia

basil

borage

rudbeckia



Mid-season

calendula

coneflower

coneflower

cosmos cosmos

calendula



Mid-season

dill

feverfew

lavender

lovage

coreopsis

dill

lavender coreopsis

feverfew



Mid-season

wallflower

monarda

phacelia

thyme

monardamonarda

thyme



Late season
agastache amaranthus

cleome

dahlia

dahlia

agastache

amaranthus

dahlia



Late season

salvia

scabiosa

marigold

tithonia

tithonia

scabiosa

marigold

salvia



Late season

zinnia sunflower

zinnia

sunflower



Native Plants and Beneficial Insects

■ In data collected over 3 seasons from 2011-2013, 
WSU entomologist Dr. David James ranked local 
native plants for their ability to attract beneficial 
insects, including predators and parasitoids 

■ Data includes ALL BENEFICIALS, not just bees 

■ Any insect that visits a flower could be a pollinator   

■ Some plants may move up or down a bit as more 
data is collected 



Top Level Native

sagebrush

Greater than 400 beneficial insects attracted per sticky trap in 10-14 days

sagebrush



Second Level Natives

spreading dogbane slender hawksbeard

300-400 beneficial insects attracted per sticky trap in 10-14 days



Third Level Natives

Common sunflower
Oregon sunshine

Achillea millifolium grey rabbitbrush

200-300 beneficial insects attracted per sticky trap in 10-14 days



Fourth Level Natives

■ 8. Solidago canadensis (Canada Goldenrod) 
■ 9. Anaphalis margaritaceae (Pearly everlasting) 
■ 10. Holodiscus discolor (Ocean spray) 
■ 11. Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Green Rabbitbrush) 
■ 12. Chamerion augustifolium (Fireweed) 
■ 13. Eriogonum elatum (Tall buckwheat) 
■ 14. Asclepias fascicularis (Narrow-leaved milkweed) 
■ 15. Erigeron filifolius (Threadleaf fleabane) 
■ 16. Eriogonum compositum (Northern buckwheat) 
■ 17. Lupinus wyethi  (Wyeth’s lupine) 
■ 18. Clematis ligusticifolia (Western clematis) 
■ 19. Asclepias speciosa (Showy milkweed) 
■ 20. Philadelphus lewisi (Mock orange) 
■ 21. Erigeron pumilis (Shaggy daisy)

100-200 beneficial insects attracted per sticky trap in 10-14 days



Fourth Level Natives 

■ 22. Elaeagnus augustifolia (Russian olive) 
■ 23. Salix exigua (Coyote willow) 
■ 24. Frasera albicaulis (Whitstem frasera) 
■ 25. Eriogonum heracleoides (Parsnip-flowered 

buckwheat) 
■ 26. Agastache occidentalis (Western Hyssop) 
■ 27. Monardella odoratissima (Coyote mint) 
■ 28. Sambucus cerulae (Blue elderberry) 
■ 29. Medicago sativa (Alfalfa) 
■ 30. Eriogonum strictum (Strict buckwheat) 
■ 31. Gaillardia aristata (Blanket flower) 
■ 32. Hymenopappus filifolius (Columbia cut leaf)

100-200 beneficial insects attracted per sticky trap in 10-14 days



Lily’s Favorite Natives

   Shrubs: Golden Currant, Wax Currant, Oregon 
Grape, Chokecherry, Serviceberry, Hawthorne, 
Rabbitbrush, Blue Elderberry  

   Flowers: American Vetch ,Yarrow,Western Aster,  
Western Giant Hyssop, Blanket Flower, Purple 
Sage, Coyote Mint, Firecracker Penstemon, Rocky 
Mountain Penstemon, Hairy Golden Aster, Showy 
Phlox, Showy Milkweed, Lanceleaf coreopsis, 
Wyeth Buckwheat, Thyme-leaved Buckwheat, 
Yellow Bee Plant, Missouri Goldenrod



  For plants and seeds, Lilly 
recommends 

www.plantsofthewild.com 
www.bbbseed.com 

www.fourthcornernursery.com.   
  The Cowiche Canyon Conservancy 

buys natives from 
www.derbycanyonnatives.com. 

http://www.plantsofthewild.com/
http://www.bbbseed.com/
http://www.fourthcornernursery.com/
http://www.derbycanyonnatives.com/


Mason Bee Nesting Boxes



Ground Nesting Bees



Leaf Cutter Bee Nests



Register Your Garden

■ www.millionpollinatorgardens.org 
■ Track the progress of the campaign 
■ Upload photos and videos

http://www.millionpollinatorgardens.org/

