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THIS WEEK’S TO DO LIST 
TUESDAY      Greenhouse 8-11 a.m.  

WEDNESDAY  Foundation 10:00 
  CE Lecture 12:15-1:15 
 Lunch n Learn 1:30-2:30 

 CHECK IN: Put an X by your name, pick up  
 any handouts on that table 
 CHECK OUT: What is on the other tables . 

 RECORD: Your time at   

 https://volunteers.cahnrs.wsu.edu/logon.aspx 

FRIDAY   Art Committee work day  9:00 

 Greenhouse. 

 

To register tinyurl.com/2020Seeds 

Browse the Catalog   

Seed Saving Classes & Seed Pickup  

coming      Saturday, Feb. 8th 8:30 to Noon at the Red Barn 

 

Peruse the catalogue  

Register for class 

Order seeds 

Happy New Year! 

Welcome to the new trainees. Come on in. 

This is your weekly “what’s happening” during the spring 

when we have classes, greenhouse work, symposium 

and so many other activities. We are a very diverse group 

and it takes a lot to keep us together. Hopefully this will 

be a lot. 

All are welcomed and encouraged to contribute ideas, 

information, photos that would be of interest to other 

MGs, as well as articles about and of interest to MGs, we 

have a community back page where we can catch up 

with each other, state opinion (letter to the editor) list 

items for sale, gift, trade; share websites and books of 

interest.  

Submissions deadline is Friday noon. Those received lat-

er might not be included until the following week.  

   Judith McDonald, editor 

“Diana Pieti challenged each of us start a garden journal.  Took my 
first photo for 2020 of a rainbow from my backyard on January 1st. 
What a  great way to start my new year!” 

Jenny Mansfield 

and Welcome! 

https://volunteers.cahnrs.wsu.edu/logon.aspx
mailto::%20tinyurl.com/2020Seeds
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.wp.wsu.edu%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2083%2F2020%2F01%2FSeed-Catalog-2020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5962d0c5e9414e8e526f08d796642be7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637143229281083007&sda
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2083/2020/01/Seed-Catalog-2020.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/2020seeds
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2083/2020/01/Seed-Order-Form-2020.pdf
mailto:jammin03@msn.com


FROM THE 

Coordinator’s Corner 

Awards Banquet Correction 

The information for the Presidential Awards that went to the Two D Monroe brothers was accidentally switched.   Dave 
earned 830 volunteer hours and Darrell 523 and it was for 2018 not 2019 year. 

Meet the New Trainees! We have 19 eager new faces - all with the common goal to become a Master Gardener in 2020.  Jan-
uary 8th we had our important Blackboard Orientation. We paired the mentor(s) with their trainees and Diana provided a 
great box lunch for all participants.  After lunch we learned what is expected of each trainee and the volunteer requirements, 
etc. Claudia then did a power point on how to navigate through the WSU online class, so they are good to go as they learn all  
that amazing gardening information.  

We ended with a group picture so you can be sure to introduce yourself and welcome the new trainees to our “family of gar-
deners".  Each of the teams, as well, need to provide a welcoming atmosphere to our trainees; in those first few encounters, 
our new members decide if that is a venue in which they would like to "follow their passion".  

Please Welcome our new Trainees: 

L-R very Front row: Kathy Ziegler, Janice Miller, Dan Fortier, Karen Fortier. 

Middle row: Chyla Meacham, Rebecca Brown, Mary Pearl Ivy, Kim Killion, Grace Fobi, Ana Villasenor, Elaine Golob, Camille Smith. 

Back row: Rick Russell, Mike Woods, Tom Schiels, Gilbert Plascencia, Paul Grant, Jenny Schmidt.   Not pictured: Jim Black 



 

H 
ello all master gardeners and welcome to our 2020 
new year!  For those who haven't been to the green-
house this season, we open 2020 with a few changes 

and improvements. 
 

• Our perennial Hoop House has been enclosed on the south 
end to enable plant use early in the spring.  Remaining ta-
bles have been precut to length, the leg and brace material 
has been precut, and all will be assembled and ready by the 
end of January.   

 

•  Lorie Harrison Joan Sousley, have been  cleaning and reor-
ganizing our pot scrubbing area.  Seems over time we have 
accumulated a ton of pots in sizes/shapes we do not use for 
our plantings.   These come from members who rightly re-
turn pots purchased from our plant sale, but also every pot 
they've purchased outside of our sale.  We have been offer-
ing these "free to any member".   Thank you to those who 
have saved them from the landfill!    

 

• The method for dipping /sterilizing pots has been im-
proved.  You may have seen our new "dunking cage" in the 
last monthly newsletter.  This has accelerated the effort to 
keep up with the constant flow of pots. 

 

•  A big shout out to Jack Vonfeld  who sterilizes our soil 
nearly year round. 

 

• We also are trying to provide information to all teams who 
will use the heat tables for seed planting.  There is a sched-
ule calendar posted for teams to not only see the needs of 
the other teams in the weeks ahead, but to help manage 
their own.  A GH leader will post info already provided by 
the separate teams and the team leaders will then date and 
comment their progress.  This will help the greenhouse 
leaders to anticipate soil and pot needs as well as provide, 
as best we can, the heat table availability  and to foresee 
table space needed after transplant.   We are several 
teams, but in the end we are all the same team.   

 
You will be pleased to see how many plants are already grow-
ing!   We are at the dawn of our crazy busy time and welcome 
all hands in our effort to match or exceed our 2019 sales.   The 
greenhouse is our ONLY fundraising venue!   Thank you to eve-
ryone that helps us to exceed our goal! 
 
Debi Russell 
Greenhouse Co-leader 
Facilities Lead 

 

Work for this season actually began 

in November. Here the able facilities team attaches plastic to 

south end of the hoop house. A fine areal team! 

Walt Clear looks on, Darrell Monroe, and Jack Vonfeld, bal-

ance on ladders held by Debi Russell and  Gary Schemp. 

Photo by Marco Guske 

Arts Committee 

Karen Orange at work at the first Art Team Work-
shop on 01/03/20 with  tools ready at “hand” for 
easy accessibility.   
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CLODS  

THE LAST PAGE 
A page where all are welcome to ask, answer, add, comment and opine. 

 
 

 The grate exchange 

Need something? Have stuff to offload? Interested 
in helping others, etc. 

WANTED: Art Team is looking for:  Several dozen 
short wooden paint sticks Keys (new, old, rusty, what-
ever you have) plastic round plant saucers (fit under 
pots) 12” to 15” across. 

Question the master gardeners. 

As a group we represent a few centuries worth of 

hands-on knowledge. Blogging permitted. 

Are we all well and happy? Spread the Sunshine 

Website, books other resources of interest 

In searching information/pictures on Monarda, I found the 

Mt.Cuba Center!  Then found it was much more than a research 

center. 

If you’re not familiar with Vandana Shiva, here’s a brief bio of the 

physicist and world’s most recognized proponent of seed saving! 

As promised, more on India and agriculture later. . .>>> 

How does your cauliflower grow?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dee Adams recently returned from India and sent me 

many pictures of weird vegetables grown there. I 

recognized this one. 

More photos (with names) and information about 

agriculture in India are promised in a future issue. 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS  

One of our trainees, Camille Smith, was featured in last month’s 

issue of Good Fruit Grower.   Following the death of her husband in 

2014  Smith and her son-

in-law, neither of whom 

had a background in the 

business, decided to take 

over the family farm ra-

ther than sell. Camille 

must have some good 

stories to tell! 

https://mtcubacenter.org
https://www.discovermagazine.com/environment/a-profile-of-vandana-shiva-in-the-new-yorker
https://www.goodfruit.com/the-art-and-science-of-farming/


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or reasonable accommodation 
need to contact:  

WSU Extension  
2403 South 18 th Street  
Union Gap WA 98903  
 
For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event.  

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.  Evidence of noncompliance may be reported 
through your local Extension office.  
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