
 M
as

te
r G

ar
de

ne
r N

ew
s 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

 2
02

0 

Ya
ki

m
a 

Co
un

ty
 E

xt
en

sio
n 

 M
as

te
r G

ar
de

ne
r P

ro
gr

am
 

by Diana Pieti 

Being Recognized!  We all like a bit of recogni-
tion, don't we?  At our annual luncheon we got 
together.  We are so proud of the new students 
and all their hard work and ambition this year.  
We have seen them everywhere, from clinics to 
youth activities, to the demo and heirloom gar-
den, and the greenhouse.  We love this!  Fur-
thermore some of them have stepped up into 
leadership roles and we can't wait to see the new 
ideas they will bring to our chapter.  And a pat 
on the back for all the veterans who keep our 
chapter running all through the year.  So many 
of them put in many hours.  What would we do 
without this team of seasoned workers who keep 
the ball rolling.  What a great luncheon! 
 
Many years ago when we were a very small 
group, we went to a restaurant to celebrate us. 
We were cramped and felt rushed to get out of 
there and then the bill came! The next year we 
had our luncheon in the red barn but we catered 
through a local restaurant and that allowed us to 
mingle as long as we wanted, stretch out and 
enjoy each other more....But then the bill came!  

So we have been doing this different for many 
years and we don't have a big bill to pay. This 
year was especially nice as we incorporated 
food from some of us, Oregon Homestead 
Sweet Meats squash from the Heirloom Gar-
den, yes that Pumpkin Bar should have been 
called Squash Bar.  The walnuts in the dessert 
came from Virginia when she and Diana gath-
ered up buckets of them from her neighbor as 
he was shoveling them into a trailer for a ride 
to the landfill.  The herbs for the butter were 
harvested during the growing season from 
Diana's garden and stirred into the butter and 
frozen.  We loved doing this but could we do 
more?  Could we take this to another level?  
We are scheming a bit…wouldn't that butter 
be good on some tiny potatoes?  Could we 
grow late cabbage and make the best cole slaw 
around?  Or grow a LOT of cabbage and make 
cabbage roles and put some of our homemade 
tomato sauce on it?  And what about dessert?  
Could we get the apples from one of us to 
make apple crisp?  We see Sam asking for us 
to come pick for free each year.  How many of 

Thanks to Virginia for helping to get our winter decor in place.  These big deer have been around 
for quite awhile and were a gift from member, Bill Woolman who helped create them. The small 
ones were a gift from former member, Wilbur Kwak, Debra Kroon’s dad.  
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us would grow Phyllis's mache as the basis for a late winter salad?  Maybe we could do a farm to table luncheon next year.  
If you have ideas for such a meal please contact Diana or Phyllis.  Stay tuned on this. 
 
As January arrives we make those annual resolutions and cleaning out and organizing is usually among them.  We are good 
stewards for the earth and believe in repurposing, recycling, and not wasting.  Before you donate those treasures why not 
think of some of our venues.  What do you have that the Youth Department might use?  If so contact Annette or Michelle.  
Our Arts Department is amazing and before you toss things out, talk to Jenny or Sarah.  And if you are looking way ahead, 
please think about sharing some ferns with the Demo Garden.  We are re-doing our Woodswalk area in the Demo Garden 
and would love to add some ferns.  If you have some to share, please contact Angela, whose idea this was. 
 
Our sympathy goes out to the families of Bill Munson, and Yvonne Garner who both passed away recently.  Bill began with 
last year’s class but found parts of our program difficult for him and dropped away.  Yvonne was in the class of 2004, and a 
good volunteer who took on the scrap book for one year and did such a good job of it.  Both of these people were so nice 
and an asset to the community.  Marge Greenwood, a longtime MG, also passed away.  (See article on page 4.) 
 
 
Join the Challenge    Diana Pieti 
 
I am challenging you, yes you, veterans and new students to begin a garden journal in January that will end in the fall.  We 
can put them on display at one of our social events.  I have tried to do this and never finish; this year I AM going to do 
this!  So let's get going with dreaming, seed shopping, what we are doing each month, make notes, take photos, cut out pic-
tures in magazines, etc.  We promise to remind you along the way so that we have many to display.  Are you with me?  
      
 
Art Committee    Jenny Mansfield 
 
If you are a veteran or a new trainee, please join us for a morning of fun.  There will be a variety of tasks to choose from; 
painting, sanding, creating new projects, sharing your ideas, maybe even construction of our new display wall.  Bring your 
muscles, hammers, drills, circulating saws.  Everything we create is from recycled materials in making your garden unique. 
One of the recent projects was a potting bench made by Jenny Mansfield; created from donated orchard props, chicken wire, 
salvaged screws from the GH, and a sink that could actually be plumbed with a water source.  This will be for sale at the 
May Plant Sale, as well as many more projects in the works.  We meet every Friday from 9:00-11:00 at the greenhouse. 
 
 
Foundation Meeting   Melody Westmoreland 
 
Starting in 2020 the Foundation will meet the FIRST Wednesday of each month.  During the months of January through 
April, when class is in session, a second meeting will be added on the THIRD Wednesday.  Each meeting will start at 10:30 
and will typically last about one hour.  There will be NO meeting on the first Wednesday of January as it falls on New 
Year’s Day.  Our next Foundation meeting will begin thirty minutes early to accommodate the first day of class and allow 
for photos for the MG Directory.  See you Wednesday, January 15th at 10:00! 
 
 
Mark Your Calendar!   Melody Westmoreland 
 
There are some important dates already on the MG calendar.  Mark your calendars now so you won’t miss any MG fun! 
   February 8th—Seed Saving Class 
   August 19th—Annual Picnic 
   September 16th—TomatoFest 
   December 2nd—Annual Awards Banquet 

Continued next page 



We are already off to a great start for this class year.  I 
have every one of the reapplications turned back in.  
Thank you!  We have a few folks going emeritus and a 
couple other folks taking a one-time leave of absence. 
For the most part, you will all be back in the saddle 
again.  This article serves as a reminder of how the start 
of the class year will go in regards to the directory up-
dates, photographs and a bit more.  
 
If you have any updates, changes or corrections to your 
info or interests in the directory, NOW is the time to let 
me know in order to get the changes made in time for the 
final printing.  You can simply send me an email and let 
me know, or catch me at the January Foundation meeting 
and make those changes. My email is:  
debrakroon@gmail.com. 
 
I have a superior team to assisting me with this directory.  
Meet the Demille’s, AKA, Rod and Carol Woolcock, our 
photographer extraordinaire and his lovely assistant!  All 
you need to do is show up, and smile when directed.  I 
have said it before – I’ll say it again:  Please get a new 
picture taken.  Some of you are really good at doing this.  
You know who you are. Some of you, not so good at 
this.  You know who you are.    
 
Pictures will only be taken the first two class dates:  Jan-
uary 15 and January 22.  They will be taken before class, 
and possibly during a break, depending on demand.  
Don’t miss out! 
 
I will also throw out a pitch/plea for ideas, suggestions 
and submissions for the 2020 Directory Cover Photo.  If 
you have a photo to submit for consideration, please start 
sending them to me.  The deadline will be January 25th.   
 
This year we are switching up the day a bit.  Instead of 
Lunch & Learn at Noon, we will be having our Continu-
ing Education in the first hour, which will start promptly 
at 12:15.  Please arrive at noon to get signed in, and set-
tled.  After Hour One, ending at 1:15, we will take a 
short break and start Hour Two (formerly called Lunch 
& Learn). Sally Simons has been working hard to bring 
you some fun and engaging sessions. Feel free to bring 

your sack lunch with you and enjoy it during the class 
or the break which ever you like. It’s up to you. 
 
We have tables for you to visit each week.  
 
 Table One is the table that usually faces the door, and 
the one you will see right away. First and foremost, get 
yourself signed in. You need to put an X by your name 
on the attendance sheet – don’t forget or you won’t get 
counted.  You will find this on the first table alongside 
other info for the day including any handouts for the 
class, and other papers such as sign up sheets (there is 
ALWAYS something to sign-up for), and activities 
that may be taking place soon.   
 
Table Two is our ‘free table’ where members recycle 
items or take items to repurpose. You might find maga-
zines, books, seeds, plants, etc.  You will find several 
items each week for your pleasure.  This is a great way 
to share.  Feel free to take something or bring some-
thing. There is only one rule—anything you bring that 
is still on the table at the end of class must return 
home with you! 
 
   

2020 Directory News and More!   by Debra Kroon 



 

 

2019 Yakima Master Gardener of the Year! 

We are so proud to announce that Debra Kroon has been chosen as the 2019 Yakima County Master Garden-
er of the Year! Debra Kroon has been a Master Gardener since 2003. In her time with Master Gardeners she 
has taken on many roles of leadership, and worked tirelessly behind the scenes in many capacities.  Her work 
makes all our jobs a little easier  

Debra was at the forefront of bringing Audio Visual technology to our yearly training classes, beginning in 
2004, with guiding the purchase of our first data display and laptop. She also created a beginning computer class 
to help the members. Mentoring is an important piece of our MG Program. Debra was instrumental in helping to 
craft the Mentoring Program we use today.  She is currently the Foundation Vice President, before that was a 
Member at Large, and also served on the board of the State Foundation from 2017-2018.  She was the team 
leader of the Columbines Writers Guild from 2005-2010, writing many articles for the Yakima Herald Repub-
lic.  Debra put her Toastmaster skills to use in our Speakers Bureau.  Speaking to gardeners throughout our 
county, and to Master Gardeners at our yearly training, quite often sharing her special interest in bees, butter-
flies, and technology.  She was the editor of the Weekly Dirt and continues to bring quality to the monthly 
newsletter as the final proof reader. As the co-lead of the Publications Committee, Debra has written and updat-
ed many brochures. The MG Directory is a project Debra took on many years ago.  She maintains and updates 
all the member information each year, making sure to get the information to the printers on time. The job is 
huge and Debra does it all with a smile!  Congratulations Debra! 

PHOTO ROD  WOOLCOCK 



 
 

Many of us were saddened to hear of the recent passing of  Marge 
Greenwood.  She was a longtime member and so active in solving 
issues in our clinic each and every week.  For many years she 
wrote such good articles for the Yakima Herald Republic and the 
Clinic Connec on column in our newsletter. Her articles were 
timely, informative, and thoughtful. Many are still being reprinted 
in our newsletter from time to time.  She was a tiny thing with a 
lot of ambition and a witty way about her.  She was unbelievably 
generous with both her knowledge and time.  Due to declining 
health, she stepped away from us long ago but would still check in 
occasionally.  Her husband Berk was also a longtime Master Gar-
dener.  Theirs was a true love story that she shared with many of 
us.  We will miss her.  

 
 

 
After twelve years as editor of the Monthly News, this will be my last newsletter.  I look forward to working on 
other projects.  Julie Hunzaker, will be taking over the monthly newsletter when it begins again with the next 
regular edition in May.  Until then, Judith McDonald will be sending out the Weekly Dirt each week to keep you 
updated with everything going on in class and at the greenhouse. 
       
                    —Phyllis Pugnetti 

 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I ask each of our members to keep 
Marilynn Marsh in your thoughts and prayers.  Marilyn joined 
the Master Gardeners in 2015 and we were in the same 
class.  She has been an active participant for the past five years 
in multiple venues as well as teaching in our Lunch & Learn 
series.  As Marilyn nears the end of her life journey let us sur-
round her with loving thoughts.  Thank you all. 
    
   —Melody Westmoreland 
    



 

There’s a lot going on at the Greenhouse and it’s only 
going to get busier.  As the weather gets even more 
cold and gray stop by for an infusion of green that is 
guaranteed lift the spirits of any gardener!   

MGs are overflowing with creativity, recycling, repur-
posing, or just seeing a need or looking for a better way 
to do something.  Check out this basket created by Debi 
Russell for disinfecting pots by dipping into the bleach 
water.  What a great time saver!  

   —Diana Pieti 

 



 

by  Claudia Steen 

This is the time of year when the Master Gardener Program takes a look back at what we have accomplished in 
2019. And what a year it was!  Claudia worked diligently the first part of November gathering all the data on 
the WSU web site regarding reporting of hours and demographics. Thanks to all that provided this data to me. 
Here are the statistics for the top WA Counties and how we stack up - there is no doubt we are way ahead of 
the other 30 counties in our state if you look at the average number of hours donated by each volunteer!  
 
County Hours  Active   Hrs/Vol Rank  
King  31,624  592  53   
Snohomish 31,084  355  88    
Pierce  29,477  399  74   
Clark  21,203  301  70  
Spokane 19,966  188  106  #3  
Skagit  18,080  140  129  #1 
Thurston 17,233  176  98  
Kitsap  15,589  230  68 
Yakima 15,418  139  111   #2 
Benton  10,791  144  75   
   
Below are some statistics for Yakima County, when we compare to last year:  
     2018  2019  
Volunteer hours    12,973  13,096  
Continuing Education hours    2,361    2,323 
Total Hours    15,234  15,419 
        
 Program support    9,530  9,094 
 Clinic      1,398  1,456 
 Demo & Heirloom garden   1,245  1,456 
 Youth             417     388 
 Other Educational delivery      268     321 
 Community garden           116     104  
       
At the Awards Banquet we honored: 14 Interns who received their Master Gardener certificate as well as their 
WSU name badge and some their $50 refund.  These include:  Jonathan Brown, Lillemor Charvet, Caroline 
Crolley, Rory Flint Knife, Marco Guske, Carolyn Heffron, Claudia Holm, Julie Hunziker, Michelle Murphy, 
Annette Olson, Alyssa O'Neill, Meg Pehlke, Terri Schaake, & Lindy Sheehan.   Dr. Bush joined us for lunch 
and helped to give the new veterans their items.  We started with 21 applicants, 5 dropped and 3 will be going 
on the 2-year plan.  Congratulations to all of our new members. 
 
To continue the wonderful saga of our Awards Banquet.  Seven individuals had greater than 40 hours of CE: 
G. Ann Duncan, Sharon Fisher, Marco Guske, Sarah Judd, Margaret Morris, Annette Olson, and Ken Tolonen. 
 
Melody and Debra helped Claudia to pass out the remaining awards. 
Longevity awards this year went to: 
15 years: Susie Walters & Pat Bombard 
10 years: Peggy Chambers, Stephanie Clevenger, Mary Clear, Walt Clear, Darrell DeHart, Trudy Riffe, Clau-
dia Steen & Ray Yates 
5 years: Eileen Connell, Larry Connell, Jan Guthrie, Suzann McFeat, Deb Mathieu, Virginia Obert, Sue 
Schauer & Terry Travis. 

Continued next page 



 

We celebrated our Emeritus qualified: with over 10 
years of service or over 500 volunteer hours. There 
were 15 MGs with over 1,000 volunteer hours and 12 
MGs with over 2,000 volunteer hours,  Amazing!   
 
 

 
 
 
We had 22 MG with over 100 hours & 14 with over 
200 hours. And here are our "over the top" volunteer 
hours for 2019 MG individuals!  Dr. Bush donated 
WSU lanyards for these top hour winners. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Presidential Award for over 500 hours in 2018 
from the MG State Foundation was Darrell Monroe 
with 830 hours and Dave Monroe with 523 hours. 
 

Last Name First Total hr 
Pugnetti Phyllis 3,445 
Brockman Skip 3,415 
DeHart Darrell 3,181.5 
Monroe Darrell 3,137.5 
Strong John 3,112.5 
Morris Margaret 2,875 
Tolonen Ken 2,787.5 
Duncan G. Ann 2,644.5 
Barany Carol 2,532.5 
Pieti Diana 2,419.5 
Probst Nancy 2,333.5 
Moszeter Pat 2,036.5 

Last Name First Total 
Monroe Darrell 578.5 
Mansfield Jenny 509.5 
Pugnetti Phyllis 424 
Morris Margaret 419 
Duncan G. Ann 342 
Strong John 328 
Harrison Lorie 318 
Tolonen Ken 317.5 

We are proud to announce that  Debra Kroon is our 
candidate for Master Gardener of the Year.   
 
This year the center pieces for the tables were made 
by John Barany as he came up to explain the pur-
pose of the Insect Hotel. The prize went to the old-
est individual at the table. We thank all the individ-
uals who worked hard to assure the banquet was a 
success AND thank you to all Master Gardeners 
who made our Yakima program the best it can be. 
 
Let’s make 2020 another great year as we cele-
brate the 40th year of our program! 
 
 

Continued next page 

Darrell Monroe received the Presidential Award for 578 
volunteer hours in 2019 



 

Continued 

The newest Yakima Master Gardeners, from left to right: Alyssa O’Neill, Annette Olson, Michelle Murphy,  Jonathan Brown, Meg 
Pehlke, Caroline Crolley, Lindy Sheehan, Marco Guske, Julie Hunzaker, Carolyn Heffron, Claudia Holm. 

Photos from top left, clockwise:  MG members who volunteered 
100+ hours;  those who volunteered 200+ hours (John Barany 
receiving Carol’s certificate); and those who volunteered 300+ 
hours service to the Master Gardener program.   All Master 
Gardener’s volunteer hours benefit home gardeners through-
out Yakima county and in some cases, such as identifying inva-
sive species, can have an even wider reach.   

Photos by Chuck Steen 



 

 

Master Gardeners Beyond Yakima by John Strong 

You’ve read my messages over the last few months about the Advanced Education Conference coming up in October at 
Fort Worden in Port Townsend, overlooking the northern entrance to Puget Sound. Now is the time to get serious about 
your plans to attend!  This is shaping up to be the best conference ever.  Lots of fun, good food, and great training opportu-
nities… all in one of the most beautiful environments in the state, if not the country! Visit:  https://mglearns.org  
 
To recap:  
 Up to 10 hours Continuing Education on Friday and Saturday,  
 PLUS more CE in pre-conference tours on Thursday. 
 Fascinating plenary panel discussions:  

 The Master Gardener: From Here to the Future 
 Climate Change and the Gardener 

Five tracks of gardening topics 
 Exciting Keynote speaker:  Ron Gagliardo, who built an exciting 

and diverse collection of plants from around the world for display 
in “The Spheres”, in downtown Seattle. 

 Two to three days communing with like-minded Master Gardeners from around the state.  AND with the scores of deer 
who make their home and roam the grounds at the Fort. 

 Stay a night or two in one of the houses at the Fort. Officers, 
NCOs and enlisted men lived here from the 1890s to the 1950s. 
Their homes have been completely restored with period furnish-
ings, pressed tin ceilings, eat-in kitchens, dining and living rooms, 
claw-foot tubs, luxury linens, and so much more. 

 
Here are 4 options for your accommodations while at the conference: 
 Stay in one of the houses at the Fort 
 Camp at the Fort (Fort Worden State Park) 
 Stay at one of Port Townsend’s many hotels 
 Stay with friends or relatives who live in the area. 
 
So, now this is your checklist: 
 Mark the dates in your calendar - October 1-3, 2020 
 View this full description of the available housing on the fort.  
       www.mgfws.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Housing-Detail.pdf  
 Connect with fellow Master Gardeners, students and interns to arrange to rent a house together! 
 Plan to book your Fort accommodations at the first of the year. 
 The Campground’s reservation system opens on January 1st. This 

is a very popular campground, and it is recommended you get 
your spot reserved in the first hours of January 1st. 

 The Fort housing will be available to rent in the first week or so 
of January. Exact date and internet link will be sent to you soon. 

 Review the conference website, and visit often for updates. Make 
note of the classes you would like to attend. 

 Register for the conference.  Early registration begins April 1, 
2020. The cost is just $199, and goes up after June 30. 

 
If you have been to a MG conference in the past, you know they are 
fun and informative.  If you haven’t been before, make this your inau-
gural experience. You won’t regret it!  



by Phyllis Pugnetti Website of the Month 
Not often do you get ornamental and edible gar-
den advice in one website.  Niki Jobbour a year 
round vegetable gardener, author, and blogger;  
has teamed up with Jessica Walliser a horticultur-
alist, author, and radio talk show host; and Tara 
Nolan an author, and garden and lifestyle writer. 
Together they created a new website:  
savvygardening.com.  The website covers    or-
namentals, insects, advice & tips, techniques, 
DIY, edibles, and cold season gardening. These 
women have authored 9 books (see below) and 
are a wealth of information, yet their advice is 
friendly, easy to understand, and has something 
for both beginners and accomplished gardeners 
alike.  Jabbour comments that in the winter we 
can plan and prep all we want, but in the end 
Mother Nature has the final say, and she isn’t 
always kind; so concentrate on your successes, 
and learn from your failures. Wow! Permission to 
fail once in a while—we can all benefit from that!   

 
Be sure to visit savvygardener.com, and also check out their other websites and books. You’ll be glad you did. 
 
Website and Books by Tara Nolan 
Taranolan.com,  Gardening Your Front Yard,  Raised Bed Revolution 
 
Website and Books by Jessica Walliser 
Jessicawalliser.com,  Gardeners Guide to Compact Plants,  Container Gardener Complete,  Good Bug, Bad Bug,  A 
Natural Guide to Pest Control 
 
Website and Books by Niki Jabbour 
Gardenerd.com,  Year Round Vegetable Gardener,  Veggie Garden Remix,  Groundbreaking Food Gardens.  
 

 

Video of the Month 

Episode 1013 on Growing a Greener World features Niki 
Jabbour in her year round garden where her bubbly per-
sonality is infectious as she talks about low-maintenance 
gardening techniques including: lots of blooming plants, 
intensive planting, deep mulch and compost to nourish 
the soil food web.  Niki lives in Helifax, Nova Scotia (the 
same latitude as Corvalis OR).  Her garden is in zone 5, 
so a lot of her advice is well suited to Yakima gardens; 
but keep in mind that Nova Scotia is a costal area with 53 
inches of annual rain, frequent snow, summer tempera-
tures that rarely go above 85 degrees, and far less sun 
than Yakima.  Check out this 25 minute video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDiV8flLRPE  

 



What’s Happening In Your Garden?    

Our growing season was too short to fully appreciate this tough little plant. 
These love the cooler fall weather with sunshine and moisture in the air. Ear-
ly frost was too much this year and it was rescued early. Still it was deter-
mined to bloom even indoors, and it did. This is the most common fuchsia I 
know of, the kind I used to pick & play with as a child (second in fun only to 
snap dragons). When you got bored of popping them open, you could use 
them to write in lovely pink on the sidewalk, leaving messages on your way 
to school. Plants have always amused me! 
    —Judith McDonald 

For many years, the Demo Garden has been a 
certified backyard habitat.  Quail tracks in the 
snow remind us that wildlife enjoy the Demo 
Garden year round.   
                  —Diana Pieti 
 
 
There is much to describe beauty.  This bowl of 
squash is mine for the day.  I needed 12 cups 
for the pumpkin bars for the Annual Awards 
Banquet, and pretty sure I’ll have it.  What a 
wonderful yield from 2 Oregon Homestead 
Squash from the Heirloom Garden. (Squash 
and pumpkin are botanically the same thing.) 
  —Diana Pieti There is still beauty in the garden if you just take 

time to look. 
  —Melody Westmoreland 
 



 
 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or pro-
gram information or reasonable accommodation need to contact: 

 
WSU Extension 
2403 South 18th Street 
Union Gap WA 98903  

 
For accommodation please call at least two weeks prior to the event. 
 
WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.  
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 
 

 

 

 


