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by Diana Pieti 

"Good food is always sweeter when shared       
with good friends." 

  ðUnknown 

  

                                

Let's do lunch!  Don't  forget that Wednesday, 

December 11th, at noon in the Red Barn is 

our Annual Recognition Luncheon.  We do 

this each year and Foundation pays for it.  This 

year we will be proud to include food from the 

Heirloom Garden thanks to Phyllis, and wal-

nuts will be included thanks to Virginia. Not 

exactly the farm-to-table dinners we see and 

hear about but a it is a little start and will make 

everything taste better when we know where it 

came from.  

 

Take a look at the photo...and the date on it.  

This has been on my countertop since harvest 

of 2018 and it is still very solid, no mold, and 

no change in markings on it.  It wasn't served 

last, year or this year, on Thanksgiving, but it 

could have been.  This squash is still waiting 

to feed a crowd. 

 

The Yakima Marblehead squash was popular 

with pioneers in the Yakima valley, probably 

in part due to being a long keeper without any 

special treatment.  At a time when farm fami-

lies were very large, it produced a lot of food 

and calories with a sweet flavor and creamy 

texture. It is great roasted or in pies, and the 

large hollow seed cavity makes it perfect for 

stuffing. First introduced to markets in 1857, 

Marblehead squashes spread across the nation 

with pioneers, arriving in Yakima in 1896.  It 

is a variety that very quickly adapts to its envi-

ronment, actually changing into a unique varie-

ty from town to town.  It was popular for al-

most a century, but for unknown reasons, fell 

from favor in the 1950s.  Today it is one of 

only 2 known Marblehead squashes still in 

existenceðthe Yakima and the Pendleton 

Marblehead.  The Heirloom Garden grew this 

to seed in 2018.  We have a lot to share! Help 

us save this variety from extinction by spread-

ing the word and seeds to friends and family 

who are willing to grow them. For seeds con-

tact Phyllis at:  Phyl@Tieton.com. 

¸ŀƪƛƳŀ aŀǊōƭŜƘŜŀŘ ǎǉǳŀǎƘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлму IŜƛǊƭƻƻƳ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ  Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ƭŀǎǘΚ 
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Garden Humor 
 

Master Gardeners come from varied backgrounds with amazing skills that go far beyond gardening.  So who knew that 

Darrell Monroe was a stand up comedian?  As we were cleaning up the Heirloom Garden, we decided to put the squash 

vines that were covered with powdery mildew into the dumpster, but it was almost full.  Phyllis climbed into the dumpster 

and started jumping up and down to compact the trash to make a little more room.  With a straight face, Darrell comment-

ed, ñIt seems a waste to throw away a perfectly good Master Gardener.ò  

It Keeps Getting Better! 
 

The greenhouse facilities team has been hard at work. We 

have covered the south end of the hoop house with plastic 

which makes a huge difference in the inside temperature.  

This hoop house is for perennial plants. We moved new 

table tops into the hoop house and will be putting new legs 

on existing table tops very soon!  We plan to have the ta-

bles standing and ready before Christmas!  We are ex-

tremely grateful for all who helped on this project!     

 

Merry Christmas to all Master Gardeners. Thank you!  

  ðDebi Russell 
 

 

The Art Team is looking for plastic (yes plastic) plant 

saucer trays approximately 12ò to 15ò across. They 

usually come in sage/green; taupe/sand; black; and 

terra cotta clay colors.  We cannot use the thin clear 

colored ones as they cannot be painted.  If they are 

water stained, no problem. They usually sell for  

about $3 to $4 a piece and we only need a few.  If you 

want to dispose of them, we will gladly take from you 

and save them from going to the landfill.  I am at the 

greenhouse every Tuesday so you can drop them off 

there.  Your trash is my treasure!  Thank you. 

  ðJenny Mansfield 

 

 

 

If you have some old garden magazines to spare 

please contact Michelle Murphy at: 

eriganzzz@gmail.com or 425-244-8058.  Thanks! 

   ðMichelle Murphy 

Christmas Swag Class 
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We are planting treesð700 of them on Saturday, Nov. 30th from 10:00-2:00, to create a new urban forest!  The design is in a 

large circle with four pathways leading into a smaller gathering circle in the center. The pathways divide the forest into four 

quadrants that will be planted with trees. The two northern quadrants will be planted first. Then in the spring the other two quad-

rants will be planted with 700 more trees.  We have received grant funding and have collected organic compost and leaves. The 

location is at 251 McDonald Road in Toppenish, off Highway 97, just inside the exterior boundary of the Yakama Reservation, 

but on deeded land.  It will be visible to the public and eventually will be open to the public. The goal is to use the central area as 

an outdoor classroom to teach children about natural foods and medicines. This is a personal project of Debra Byrd with support 

of Natural Urban Forests, a non-profit that works on reforestation projects. Anyone who wants to plant trees is welcome to join 

in!  For questions or information contact: Debra_Byrd@Yakama.com or 509-830-9658.   For information about urban forests 

visit:  naturalurbanforests.com.  

  

by  Debra Byrd 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ  aǳƭŎƘΣ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ǇƛƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŀƎǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
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Editorôs Note   

Four quadrant gardens have been popular in many cultures for centuries. The pattern sym-

bolizes many diverse ideas such as the 4 elements of natureðearth, wind, water, and fire; 

or the 4 corners of the earth. Called paradise gardens in ancient Persia, the 4 pathways 

represented the 4 rivers that flowed out of Mesopotamia (or paradise). The garden style 

spread across North Africa and into Spain with the conquest of the Moors. In ancient 

Rome the 4 quadrants were usually designed to be part of a complicated maze. The con-

quering Roman armies spread these gardens throughout Europe. By the Middle Ages they 

were found in nearly all monasteries and convents where the pathways had come to repre-

sent the Christian cross. Today, 4 quadrant gardens may simply be a peaceful place to be 

surrounded by nature.  CƻǳǊ ǉǳŀŘǊŀƴǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 



by Joan Sousley 
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The United States Botanic Garden is one of the oldest bo-

tanic gardens in North America. During the late 18th centu-

ry, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James 

Madison shared the dream of a national botanic garden, 

and were instrumental in the establishment of one by Con-

gress in 1820.  The first garden functioned until 1837.  In 

1842 the idea of a national garden was reestablished when 

the U.S. Exploring Expedition brought a collection of liv-

ing plants from around the world to Washington, D.C.  The 

Botanic Garden has been in continuous operation and open 

to the public since 1850, having moved to its current loca-

tion, not far from the White House, in1933. 

 

The Garden includes the Conservatory, the National Gar-

den, and Bartholdi Park, and maintains approximately 

65,000 plants for exhibition, study, conservation and ex-

change with other institutions. Collections include econom-

ic plants, medicinal plants, orchids, carnivorous plants, 

cacti and succulents, and Mid-Atlantic native plants. The 

Conservatory houses a tropical rain forest, desert plants, 

and serves to highlight the diversity of plants.  

 

There is no admission charge, and visitors are free to wan-

der the gardens and Conservatory, or take a coffee or lunch 

break on the patio. 

Source: usbg.gov 

 

Note:  Joan visited the US Botanic Garden in September 

and was inspired to share with us. 
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For several years now, I have been a subscriber to a Statewide 
ListServ from WSU called Pest Sightings.  I get emails that alert 
me to pests and issues that may be entering our state or have be-
come problems.  To join, send an email to: 
 pestsightings-hg@lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu with the word ósubscribeô 
in the subject line.  Following are some snippets from Sharon J.  
Collman, Emeritus Professor, WSU Extension. 
 

European Chafer Turf Pest may crop up in clinics or 

among neighbors.  This invasive species was first found in Buri-
en, WA and now has spread to Tukwilla, north Seattle and is ru-
mored to be in Edmonds.  The damage is most noted when ra-
coons start ripping up the lawn to feed on the grubs feeding on 
grass roots.  Though later, without roots the lawn may begin to 
fragment and blow away.  Iôll be giving a talk at a conference of 
Golf Course Superintendents and am trying to find out how far 
this pest has moved.  I have yet to confirm the Edmonds infesta-
tion.  Some gardeners have reported them in the landscape and 
vegetable beds.  Iôll be sending a note to Hortsense to see if they 
can put up some management and pesticide recommendations.  If 
you see chopped up turf that might be harboring grubs, Iôd like to 
know of them.  You can find photos and info at    
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/pest-watch-european-chafer-home
-garden-series  and http://gardening.wsu.edu/?s=chafer 
 
The grubs in the photo below are now İ ò to 1ò and they prefer 
the C shape unless moving through the soil. 
 

  

Bugs and Blights are archived on our WSU Snohomish 
website: https://extension.wsu.edu/snohomish/garden/gardening-
resources/bugs-and-blights/  These are columns I wrote for the 
Washington Nursery and Landscape Associations publication and 
they have given me permission to use their nicely formatted pag-
es.  Relating to chafer, Iôve made a comparison between EC and 

ECF in March  https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/
sites/2053/2013/04/BB-2016-March.pdf It is particularly 
important with these grubs to get them identified in case 
we also have Japanese beetle which has a very similar 
grub. https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2053/2013/04/
BB-2015-November.pdf  
  

 Wireworms were found in my soil.  A few is not 

going to be a significant problem.  If there are lots, or 
they are feeding on a new plant with limited root system 
then maybe I should put out a ball of oatmeal or wheat 
seeds in a mesh bag and bury it, then check it in a 
week.  If I do that I may be able to remove the few that 
are there (and have specimens for teaching) or monitor to 
determine if there is a substantial infestation. In the pro-
cess of exploring WSU for wireworms I found a fair 
wealth of info on sampling in cereal crops. Ok, they 
arenôt flower beds so the thresholds will differ and some 
of the info may have to be adapted (species names for 
example).  Still there is much that can be adapted (not the 
pesticides if mentioned). So explore on those rainy days 
when doing laundry isnôt appealing. 
http://smallgrains.wsu.edu/insect-resources/pest-insects/
wireworms/ 
  

WSU Garden Website has a wealth of infor-

mation with fact sheets of specific vegetables, lawn pests, 
invasive species, diseases and more at: 
http://gardening.wsu.edu   
  

Hortsense is a great resource for IPM and pesticide 
listings for lawn, veg, fruit, etc.  Yet sometimes in meet-
ings it seems this is the first time some MGs have heard 
of it.  Here is the website: http://
hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/
HortsenseHome.aspx  and if you canôt find this email, 
type in Hortsense and WSU into your browser.  Or find it 
at the bottom of every Coordinators Report that Howard 
sends out.  One of the ways to pay back the perks you get 
from the program is to invest a bit o time finding the info 
available to you so you can quickly refer the client to 
them or use them to find info. 
 

Looking for workshops?   
WSU offers Recertification as well as Pre-License Train-
ing in preparation for pesticide licenses.  These are excel-
lent courses (same basic classes are taught each year), 
with basic entomology, plant pathology and weed id and 
management and the recert classes offer advanced train-
ing on Pests by guest speakers (changes every year). They 
are relevant whether you need a license or not.  https://
pep.wsu.edu/rct/wwrct/  also has links to pre-license short 
courses taught over 2-3 days. 

  

5ƛŀƎƴƻǎǝŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ    by Debra Kroon 

mailto:pestsightings-hg@lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/428842302494/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/428842302494/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/082398058778/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/319455022317/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/319455022317/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/053718918748/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/053718918748/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/918490272684/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/918490272684/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/108160442365/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/108160442365/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/379303816180/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/054028302990/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/054028302990/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/054028302990/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/975780032246/debrakroon/gmail.com/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/pestsightings-hg/975780032246/debrakroon/gmail.com/
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¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ CƭŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ±ƛƭƭŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ tŀǊƛǎΣ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŘŜōǳǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŬŎ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнл bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ CƭƻǿŜǊ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ 

 

¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǝŜǎΣ CƭŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ±ƛƭƭŜǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǇ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƅƻǊƛǎǘǎΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΣ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƅƻǊŀƭ ŀǊǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǉǳƛƴǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ CŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜǎΣ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŜŀǧƭŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƅƻǊƛǎǘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ-ǎŜŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
CƭƻǿŜǊ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ   

 

¢ƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ CƭŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ±ƛƭƭŜǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Υ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκƎŀǊŘŜƴǎƘƻǿΦŎƻƳκǎƘƻǿ-ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎκƅŜǳǊǎ-ŘŜ-ǾƛƭƭŜǎ  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ CƭƻǿŜǊ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎƘƻǿΦŎƻƳ 

 

 

http://fleursdevilles.com/
http://fleursdevilles.com/
https://gardenshow.com/show-features/fleurs-de-villes


Garden Busters to the Rescue! 
 

What do you do when you need some assistance in your Community 

Garden in Buena.  Who you gonna call?  The Garden Busters.  Eight 

volunteer Garden Busters answered the call.  Cindy, Jennifer, Judith 

and Shevie from the Outreach Program at the Champion Center 

Lower Valley, Carlos with two young people from the community, 

and Lynne from Selah. Eight Garden Busters to our rescue.   

 

Master Gardeners love to feed people and eat too!  A lunch of soup, 

garlic bread, fresh fruit, cupcakes, and cherry crisp was served before 

we set to work.  Ron mowed with his huge orchard mower while 

Carlos used the hi-line power.  All the other Busters along with Mas-

ter Gardeners cleaned garden beds, pulled poles, cut down the last of 

the corn and flowers, handfuls of weeds were thrown away, and a lot 

more!  We filled 5 bins of garden waste. 

 

True to form, Master Gardeners threw in some education, shared in-

formation about a Blue Indian corn, and then gave a sample of the 

corn seeds with all the volunteers.  

 

By 3:00 that afternoon the garden was cleaned up and looking good.  

Thanks to all those wonderful Garden Busters.  They are the best! 

 

by Pat Moszeter 
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