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My company does virtually everything pertaining to the installation, irrigation and maintenance of 

outdoor landscapes.  Because maintenance is a primary focus of our work…we like to design the 

landscape with that in mind. Work with nature rather than fight it.  Or…if you want something less than 

“natural” at least count the costs of what it will take to maintain it for years to come.  

I’ve been in the lawncare industry for 40 years now, and over the years I have noticed that the same 

principles of lawn care apply to other aspects of life.  Hopefully in this general talk about 

landscape/lawncare you call can take something away that you can use. 

• 1st question; Why is it so hard??? To have and maintain a picture-perfect lawn?  It all started 

with a garden project.  And the interaction between a man and his wife.  

😊   (OH boy, here I go breaking the first rule of communication…offending over 50% of the 

audience…)  And if that isn’t enough, introducing religion into the discussion.  I promise to avoid 

the final taboo….politics.  

Gen 3:17-18 

17 And to Adam he said, 

"Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

and have eaten of the tree 

 of which I commanded you, 

'You shall not eat of it,' 

 cursed is the ground because of you; 

 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

• I gotta say, it takes the wisdom of Solomon to maneuver around these discussions.  😊  

 

• The path of the least resistance virtually never delivers the results we “want”!  

Reward what you want, make it difficult and punish that which you don’t want.  

 

• Positive reinforcement and punishment. Reward the behavior that you desire.  Punish, 

unwanted behavior.  At the end of the day this is gardening. This is life! 

 

• The further we modify our landscape from what is native, the more work involved to maintain 

it.   
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Problems and solutions…I would like to add a third quote here.  When it comes to dealing with  

problems, the best solution is to set oneself up in a position to not cause a problem in the first place. I 

have found that turf installed properly and maintained properly will experience very few true 

“problems”.   So working with the philosophy of Einstein; most turf problems, especially recurring issues 

are from improper installation and maintenance.   So, not to spend 55 minutes here we really need to 

start with these: 

• Soil, depth, quality and organic matter. (take cores) 

• Seed type (sun/shade) 

• Irrigation-proper deep/infrequent 

• Mowing 

• Aeration 

• Fertilization 
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What is the “problem” here??? 

I post this picture because it illustrates just how “tight” a good stand of highly maintained turf grass be. 

This turf is so closely knitted that it holds water.  If it holds water…how much room remains for weed  

germination?  

 

1. The best “pesticide” to cure any turf problem, is thick, healthy turf!   

The best “solution” to a problem is to create an environment favorable for what you want, and 

unfavorable for what you don’t want.  This mind-set is how we should look at all things when it comes to 

our living landscapes!    

We must realize that anytime we disturb soil, what grows is not what we want to grow.  Its’ thorns and 

thistles.  

OSU recent study found what we already know, fertilizer alone reduced weed count in turfgrass.  
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Best environment for turf is open sunny areas.  Look at nature.  Meadows exist in open areas. Our 

challenge in the home landscape is space, or the lack there of.  We want tall trees for shade and beauty, 

and turf to use for play or just to create green space.   Growing turf in shade is problematic. 

 

What “wants” to grow here is poa annua.  What I “want” to grow here is Kentucky Blue.  So…it is a 

battle.  Fighting nature… meadows consisting of monocultures of turf grass do not exist.  Meadows are 

comprised of various mixtures of grasses and wildflowers, etc. The further we modify our desired 

plantings from what exists in nature, the more we will have to work to maintain it.      
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2. Do not assume.  Do not jump to conclusion.  If the turf is burned, it must have been chemicals. 

Wrong.  Ask a lot of questions.  

a. When did you notice the problem? 

b. When did you, or someone else last treat the lawn with fertilizer, or pesticides? 

c. Did you have any painting done at your house? 

d. Did you drain the pool or hot tub on the lawn?, etc.  

 
What do you suppose caused this problem?  

Answer: Tarp laying on the lawn for a day.  

 

3. Timeline between cause and effect can bring a challenge to finding the actual cause.  

The causing may have been one to two weeks before the symptoms show up.  With tree damage, it can 

be seasons.  Because of the delay from the cause and the symptom…we can become puzzled.  

 
4. Damage by “friendly fire”. READ AND UNDERSTAND THE LABEL!  

a. Misunderstanding of a “non-selective” verses “selective” herbicide.  

b. Misuse of product what it does and doesn’t do.  

c. Drift or runoff 

d. Tracking on feet. 

e. Contaminated sprayer 

f. Over-application.  Measure the volume/weight of product.  (if a little will do the job…) 

g. Calibrate your applicator 

h. Know the size of area to be treated…express in 1,000 sq ft or acre 43,560 sq feet. 

i. Grabbing the wrong product…many containers look similar 

j. The list goes on and on… 
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Notice 100% dandelion control where the product was applied.  

 

We see this frequently, Casoron runoff. 
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5. Weeds Grassy/broadleaf  (annual, perennial) Controllable, non-controllable. Keep in mind that 

weeds look very different when mowed, verses uncut.  

You really need to know if the weed is selectively controllable, an annual or perennial.  

a. Broadleaf 

i. Spurge, Oxalis, clover, black medic, mallow, dandelions, plantain, wild violets… 

 Spurge 

 Oxalis  

 Black Medic a.k.a. Japanese clover 

Pre-emergent herbicides will HELP control these, however a phenoxy (Weed-B-Gone) broadleaf 

herbicide will be necessary if you have any of these.  Oxalis and spurge are difficult to control, as they 

proliferate with high summer temps, and have a waxy cuticle which repels water.  You will need to add a 

surfactant and spray with a fine spray hand-help sprayer to get control.  
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b. Grassy weeds 

i. Crabgrass is an annual that appears late June, dies at first frost.  Apply pre-emergent 

herbicide to break the cycle.  Post-emergents are an option for “break-throughs”.  

 

 

ii. Bermuda is a perennial that is difficult to control. It often gets confused with 

crabgrass, and the seed head is similar.  Bermuda spreads three ways: Above ground 

creeping stolons, rhizomes, and by seed.  Herbicides (Pylex) recently became 

available that can selectively control this weed. It will take several years of 

treatments to bring it under control.  Bermuda is a “warm season” grass, and as 

such it goes dormant (brown) at first frost and doesn’t green up until late May.   

 

 

 

iii. Creeping Bent is a perennial that is used for golf putting greens.  Its horizontal 

creeping growth pattern does not blend well with other cool season desirable 

grasses. Selective herbicides (Tenacity) recently became available that do a pretty 
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good job of controlling this pest. It is weakly rooted and tends to go dormant in the 

winter.  

 

 

iv. Poa-annua is/was considered a winter annual.  It is similar in appearance to bent 

grass. It produces prolific seed-head at any mowing height. This grass will 

outcompete most cool-season grasses in shade. Pre-emergents applied in late 

August will help a little.  Post-emergent selective herbicides have some efficacy.  

The problem in obtaining control is the abundant seed in the soil/thatch profile that 

remains viable for 50 years!  Ask me how I know!  😊  It is my nemesis.  
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This is my lawn.  Not the best environment to grow Kentucky blue grass, but I keep doing it.  

Controlling poa-annua is a extreme challenge.  I have eradicated the turf with multiple 

glyphosate applications over the course of a whole summer. Reseed and within a few years poa 

is back stronger than ever. For most folks trying to grow turf in the shade, I would recommend 

living with the poa. It is the best shade tolerant turf in the PNW. 
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c. “Weeds” that are not weeds, but rather desirable rye and blue grass turf gone to seed-head. 

i. The stalks left behind are stiff and “straw-like”. Many homeowners will swear “they 

never had it before”…because it is cyclical.  This is a picture of our lawn at Colonial 

Lawn & Garden just before mowing in the spring…right at the height of seed-head 

production.  
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6. Turf damaging insects 

a. Billbug-Our most common problem.  

i. Damage shows in hot temperatures, under-irrigated turf, and on hot, hard to 

irrigate curb-lines, and paved borders.   

ii. We have bluegrass billbugs, and Denver billbugs.  We have noticed more than one 

generation. They supposedly overwinter as adults, but we have found larva 

early/late. 

b. Sodwebworm-cyclical, last fall caused damage in a short period of time.  

c. Cranefly-starting to be a problem in the Yakima area.  

d. Leafhoppers-pesky short-lived issue in the spring. Goes away when it heats up. 

 

Billbug, adult and larva.                                      Frass produced by billbug larva. 



Common Lawn Problems…Lance Forsee Colonial Lawn & Garden 2/6/19 

 
15 

 

 Sod webworm adult 

 Sod webworm larva 

 Cranefly adult  

  Cranefly larva 
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7. Disease. Of all the problems turf face, disease issues are the worst. I am not a big fan of fungicides. 

To be effective, they must be applied two or three weeks prior to symptoms. The best approach is to 

improve cultural practices.  Core aerate, topdress with organic compost.  

a. Necrotic Ring Spot (NRS) -Usually appears on sodded turf 3-5 years old. We have observed it 

on seeded turf, but less often.  Was always told the pathogens are ubiquitous to all soils, yet 

now we are told it can be transported by turf equipment. I have seen it on one pallet of sod, 

and the other installed pallets unaffected.  Fungicides may help but prefer annual 

aeration/topdress.  

b. Summer patch-Similar symptoms of NRS.  Fungicides may help but prefer annual 

aeration/topdress.  

c. Powdery mildew -Typically a shade/air flow problem, fungicides will help.  

d. Snow mold -A good raking with a leaf rake to fluff up and break the matting.  

e. Fairy ring-  Deep aerate, and drench with soil surfactants or detergent to help water 

penetration. Retreat once a month and the symptoms will be greatly reduced.  

 NRS  

 

Summer Patch…looks virtually identical to NRS. ^ 

  Fairy Ring 
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8. Phosphorus deficiency-We are seeing this frequently in summer months. A bag of fertilizer will have 

three numbers, (27-0-14 for example) these numbers represent the percentage of Nitrogen, 

Phosphorus and Potassium. N.P.K. The general ideal ratio of NPK is about 3-1-2.  Historically an ideal 

fertilizer label would be 21-7-14. N drives the amount of product to apply per 1,000 sq ft. A typical 

recommendation by label is designed to apply 1 pound of actual N per 1,000 sq ft.   With the OVER 

concern of keeping phosphates out of our rivers, P is no longer present in turf fertilizers. For years 

many folks in the Yakima area applied 16-16-16 every time they fertilized their turf. This is an 

overapplication of P and K.  A balanced approach is best. If turf shows P deficiency, I recommend 2 

applications of 16-16-16 per season at the rate of 6 to 7 lbs per 1,000 sq ft.  Turf needs 4-6 pounds 

of actual N per 1,000 sq ft per year.  

 

  

 

9. Mower blades, scalping 

  

Improper mowing causes a host of problems.  Dull mower blades tear the grass blades which give brown 

appearance, desiccated turf and serves as an open invitation for disease.  
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10. Irrigation problems- over, under, uneven 

 

 

 

 

 

 


