
Plant Clinics Resume 
 

WSU Grant-Adams Master Gardeners (MGs) are now holding plant clinics on 
Saturdays at the Farmers Markets in both Moses Lake and Quincy.  MGs will 
be available to answer gardening questions from 8 am to 1 pm at the Moses 
Lake Market at McCosh Park through October 30, 2021, and from 9 am to 1 
pm at the Quincy Farmers Market through September (B Street SE in 
Quincy). These clinics provide opportunities for the public to get quick 
answers to home gardening questions and help in identifying pests or 
plants. If answers are not readily available at the time, MGs will research 
the issue and get back with an answer.  Gardeners may need to provide 
their contact information for follow up and to receive gardening resources. 

In addition to these in-person clinics, MGs also answer gardening questions 
year-round by email at ga.mgvolunteers@wsu.edu.  Questions, including 
sample photos and detailed descriptions of the problems, will be addressed 
by one of our dedicated MGs, who are on call every day of the year to 
service requests from urban and rural gardeners.  Gardeners may also leave 
messages at the WSU Grant County Extension Office (509-754-2011 x 4312 
or 4313).  Additional resources for the public are available on various 
gardening topics at the WSU extension website: 
https://extension.wsu.edu/grant/gardening/master_gardeners/.   
 
On request, MGs offer gardening classes in Grant and Adams Counties, but 
are limited to holding them on Zoom meetings at this time.  Soon MGs will 
offer small group demonstrations at one of its three demonstration gardens.    
 
Master Gardeners provide information on common sense, science-based 
gardening and pest management principles, including conservation and 
protection of water quality, composting of kitchen and yard waste, and 
solutions to plant and pest problems.   If MGs cannot identify a plant or 
insect, they will send the sample(s) to WSU or WA State Department of 
Agriculture specialists for further analysis.  Volunteers also inform and 
encourage the public to be an early warning system for identifying new 
pests that threaten homes and gardens and commercial agriculture.  
 
Once the WSU Grant County Extension Office on Wheeler Road in Moses 
Lake opens in mid-July 2021, the public can also bring samples to the office 
for diagnosis. 
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Dynamic Changes Keep Demo Gardens Vibrant . . . By Mark Amara 
 
WSU Grant-Adams Master Gardeners jumped in early this spring to work on its demonstration gardens in 
Moses Lake, Soap Lake, and Othello.    
 
In Moses Lake, MGs began maintenance in March, 
providing major pruning, weeding, planting, and 
general cleanup followed by additional efforts on 
several Sundays in April and May.  MGs Barbara 
Guilland, Tina Bradley, and Mark Amara, assisted 
by Louis Logan, a local community volunteer, 
prepared the ground, weeded, pruned, picked up 
garbage, and planted at the native plant garden 
and the drought-tolerant garden located next to 
the Moses Lake Public Library.  MG intern Don 
Calbick repaired breaks in the driplines that 
irrigate parts of the garden. 
 
Mark and Barbara also inventoried the plants in 
both the native plant and the drought-tolerant 
gardens and sought to fill in gaps.  
Last fall Barbara scattered a High Country Gardens 
Nurseries mix of wildflower seed for dry land and 

planted a native penstemon 
barbatus “elfin” in the garden. This 
spring, several new additions were 
purchased from BFI Native Seeds in 
nearby Warden, WA.  A Master 
Gardener donated plugs of 
bluebunch wheatgrass, bottlebrush 
squirrel tail, Sandberg’s bluegrass, 
great basin wildrye, antelope 
bitterbrush, hoary tansyaster, and 
big-seeded biscuitroot, which were 
planted in the native plant garden 
in early May.  Future plans include 
redoing an all-weather interpretive 
display and adding more plantings and signage in the fall.  
 
A “Bluebird” shrub (hibiscus syriacus), commonly called Rose of Sharon, finally 
arrived at the Edwards Nursery in Moses Lake this spring, an order that seemed 
a long time in coming. The hibiscus plant features colorful, showy violet-blue 
flowers and green maple-leaf foliage.  It was planted in the Moses Lake 
demonstration garden in early April and has now put out new leaves, adapting 
well to its surroundings.  A sign will be placed at its location in the garden 
later.   
 
MGs ordered this perennial bush in memory of former Master Gardener, Edris 
Herodes, who passed away in August 2017.  Herodes was a WSU Master Gardener 
for only a few years, 2014-2017, but had a lasting impact on all with whom she 
worked.  Her enthusiasm for the program and her willingness to volunteer for 
all kinds of activities, including the greenhouse, plant clinics, annual 
symposium, and research on raised beds and planting new varieties has 
inspired us all.   
 

Edris Herodes at the Master Gardener 
2016 annual plant sale. Photo: Barbara 
Guilland 

 

Sandberg’s bluegrass  
Photo: Mark Amara                                             

Bitterbrush  
Photo:  Mark Amara 

Hoary tansyaster  

Photo:  Mark Amara 

Springtime blooms in the Moses Lake Native Plant Garden 
Photo: Mark Amara 
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Community donations and the Master Gardener Foundation of Grant-Adams 
Counties, a nonprofit group that supports the Master Gardener program, provided 
funding in Edris’s honor.            
 

Members of the Soap Lake Garden Club, the Rise Academy (affiliated with Soap 
Lake High School), and the WSU Grant-Adams Master Gardeners worked hard for 
several days in April and May weeding and pruning and identifying plants in the 
Healing Waters Garden in Soap Lake.  Sharon Davis and Janet Leonard, Soap Lake 
Garden Club officers, consulted with Mark Amara and Duane Pitts about plants for 
enhancing the garden.  Ashley Moore and Naphle Brewer of the Rise Academy and 
Elena Freeman, Soap Lake Garden Club member also participated with them in 
cutting and pruning grasses and shrubs and removing invasive cottonwoods and 
grasses. 

 
 
 
 

Likewise, Master Gardeners Terry Rice, Linda Crosier, 
and RJ Lembcke have been active working at the Old 
Hotel drought-tolerant garden in Othello. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Guilland prepared 
the ground and planted the 
memorial hibiscus at the 
Moses Lake Demo Garden.  
Photo: Mark Amara 

 

Soap Lake Garden Club officers, Sharon Davis and Janet 
Leonard (foreground), with WSU Grant-Adams Master 
Gardeners Mark Amara and Duane Pitts (background). Photo: 
Karen Woodhouse, Soap Lake Garden Club 

Duane Pitts (left) contemplates his next move while 
members of the Soap Lake Garden Club busily remove 
weeds.  Photo: Mark Amara 

 

Othello Old Hotel Drought Tolerant 
Garden. Photo:  Terry Rice 

Bristle Cone Pine. Photo:  Terry Rice 
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One of the trees outgrew its home and had to be removed.  Some ornamental 
grasses and Echinacea are expected to fill in the gap.   

According to Terry Rice, a Bristle Cone pine thriving at the front of the 
garden has hidden the drought-tolerant garden sign in the background.  Plans 
are to relocate the sign to the front of the garden.  Bindweed (Convolvulus 
arvensis) has taken over. Controlling the weed has been a continual battle 
since the garden was established. Other plants are doing well, especially the 
blue indigo plant that looks stunning against the back fence.  

Some of the lavender has become woody and will be replaced with baby 
lavender that has re-seeded in other parts of the garden. New bark will be 
added to freshen the site and some new plants will be added. 

All the Master Gardener demonstration gardens are open to the public.  Each 
serves as a teaching tool, with examples of plants that do well in our area, 
and illustrate sustainable gardening practices. The gardens in Moses Lake are 
located at the Moses Lake Public Library.  The Soap Lake garden is near the 
corner of Canna St and State Highway 17, and the Othello garden is behind the Old Hotel Art Gallery. 
Questions about these gardens can be addressed to the Master Gardeners through their online service, 
ga.mgvolunteers@wsu.edu or to the Grant County Extension Office, (509) 754-2011, extension 4313. 

 

Herbs in your Garden? . . .  By Duane Pitts 

 
Two years ago I put a rosemary plant in the garden.  Today it looks like a 
small bush.  I was astounded, because I thought the winters would 
certainly kill it off.  Nope.  It thrived beyond my expectations. 

              
Last year I planted some thyme and basil to experiment with. The thyme 
thrived, and the basil tried to go to flower and set seed before I could cut 
it back.  The basil was stronger tasting before it went to flower, so I 
learned to pick off the flower buds before they opened. 
 
This year I decided to get serious with herbs in my garden:  rosemary, 
thyme, basil, and sage.  I planted each herb in a pot so I can put them in 
the house during the winter.  I also set out each herb in the garden to see 
if the four herbs grow better in the ground than in pots.  All these herbs, 
except the basil, are perennials and can grow year-round.  The basil must 
be (re)planted each year.  
 
What does all this mean for you?  For one, you can also grow herbs in your 
garden or in pots on your porch or balcony.  As long as the herbs get full sun 
and are in well-drained soil, they will thrive without fertilizer.  And then, 
best of all, they provide delicious additions to any meal:  seasonings on 
meat or as homemade vinegars, oils, or butters, or mustards.  I am not sure 
about ice cream other than mint. 
 
Perennial herbs I would consider include chives, mint, oregano, rosemary, 
sage, and thyme.  Chives and thyme can be used fresh, dried, or frozen.  
Oregano, rosemary, and sage are best used fresh or dried. 
 
Annual herbs that have to be planted as seeds or seedlings each year 
include basil, cilantro, dill, fennel, marjoram, and parsley.  However, since 
parsley is a biannual, you can actually squeeze another half year from it  

Rosemary.  Photo:  Duane Pitts 

Blue Indigo plant. Photo: Terry 

Rice 

Oregano rejuvenated!  Photo:  Duane 
Pitts 

mailto:ga.mgvolunteers@wsu.edu
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because it does not go to seed until the second year.  Basil and marjoram can be used fresh, dried, or 
frozen; the others are best fresh or dried.  Dill and fennel may re-seed where you least expect them to pop 
up in the spring!  Mint will spread in the garden, so it will take more attention than the other herbs, unless 
you contain it in a pot. 
 
Harvest is easy.  Most herbs are best for flavor and fragrance before they flower.  Pick in the morning when 
the herbs are fresh.  Harvest 1/3 to ½ of the plant just as the flower buds appear.  Annual herbs regrow 
quickly if you cut them back more severely.  Wash leaves and stems and dry on clean towels (paper or cloth) 
before use.  
 
I tied the rosemary cuttings of several branches with string and placed them in a basket on a shelf to dry.  I 
added the cut thyme to the basket and let it dry as well.  I used the basil fresh, but have since learned that 
it can pulped with a little bit of water and frozen until needed.  Drying basil can take some skill as the 
leaves can turn black rather quickly if dried in the oven.   

 
 
Once the rosemary and thyme were dry and crisp, I stored 
them in air-tight jars and use them frequently for cooking.  
Delish!  I plan to replace the dried herbs with the newly 
dried herbs this year.  Instead of tossing out the old, I will 
compost them.   
 
If you are planning on an herb garden spot, start with the 
herb(s) you like best.  One or two plants per herb will be 
enough.  Make sure they get full sun and the soil is well-
drained.  Fertilizer is not needed.  Get ready to enhance 
the flavors of your meals! 
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Not-So-Common: Jostaberry and Hardy Kiwi . . . By Duane Pitts  
 
When I told my friends in Germany I had planted Jostaberries in my berry garden, I could hear them salivate 
with “Ooooh, Jostabeeren! Wunderbar!”  I knew I was on the right track. 
 
What are Jostaberries?  They are a cross between black currants and gooseberries. I love black currants.  I 
love gooseberries.  I will love Jostaberries even more! 
 
Unlike gooseberries, Jostaberries have no thorns (yes!) and grow 6 to 8 feet tall.  Though their berries are 
smaller than those on gooseberries but larger than black currants, these black berries are luscious to the  
 
 

Basil (left); Thyme, Sage, Rosemary (left to right). 
Photo: Duane Pitts. 
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palate (yummy)!  Fruit can be used in jams, jellies and pies. These plants 
have excellent cold hardiness and are resistant to white pine blister rust.   
 
When I found out that they can be successfully grown in USDA Hardiness Zones 
3 through 8 and knowing that Grant County is in Zone 6b, I bought one plant.  
When it did not seem to do anything for two weeks in April, I ordered one 
more just in case.  Once the second Jostaberry arrived, the first one was 
leafing out!  Of course!  Now I have two:  one on the left side of the 60-foot-
long berry patch and one on the right side.  Later, after pruning them the way 
I would black currants, I can take the cuttings and root them or I can bend  
the longest branch to the ground and layer it.  Either way, I will have more 
plants. 
 

I am really looking forward to this berry next year.  Jostaberry pie and vanilla 
ice cream, here I come! 
 
I had heard about the Hardy Kiwi on a radio station and started looking for it until I found one.  Just one!  I 
bought it without knowing at the time I needed both a female and male plant.  So now I have to buy 
additional male and female plants because I do not know the sex of the plant I have. 
 
The Hardy Kiwi (Actinidia arguta) is not the fuzzy Kiwi we find in the grocery stores.  My kiwi can tolerate 
temperatures as low as -25°F but does not like late spring frosts.  Go figure!  The grape-like fruit has seeds 
and does not have to be peeled in order to eat.  Right off the vine – I like that idea. 
 
I have since learned that they have to be trellised like grape vines, so I may have to transplant the one I 
have to a place parallel to the grapes I have.  But for now, it can grow in the berry patch until late next 
winter or early spring.  

 
I will have to prune the Hardy Kiwi three times during the growing season and 
once again in the late fall.  Like black currants, Hardy Kiwi is pruned back  
by 90% of its growth.  It is a vigorous grower, like the Jostaberry.  Similar to  
the Jostaberry, the Hardy Kiwi can be propagated by cuttings or layering.  Plus, 
I can let the seeds dry for two days and then grow them in a perlite mixture 
until they sprout.  When they are about 4 inches tall, I can transplant them to 
their permanent place along the trellis. 
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Jostaberry.  Photo: Duane Pitts  

 

The root system of the Hardy 
Kiwi is about 4 times longer 
than what appears above the 
ground. Photo: Duane Pitts 
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Click Beetles Beware . . . By Mark Amara   
 
Last spring-early summer 2020, WSU Grant-Adams Master Gardeners Mark Amara and Duane Pitts 
participated in a collaborative project to determine if and where either or both of the two species of adult 
male click beetles are present at different locations throughout the state.  Click beetles are the adult forms 
of wireworms.  
 
This project, funded by a USDA Western SARE (Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education) grant 
awarded to Washington State University and the Washington State Department of Agriculture, began in 2018 
and will run through 2022.  In 2018, monitoring took place throughout western Washington, while monitoring 
efforts were expanded to cover the entire state, even here in eastern Washington, in 2019 and 2020.  
 
Wireworms apparently thrive on pastures and grain rotations commonly used by organic growers to help 
maintain and improve organic matter. The emphasis in the current study has been to focus on management 
of wireworms in western Washington lettuce production, although wireworms are known to be present in 
many crops and landscapes.  Expanding the scope of the study to the entire state is an effort to understand 
where, why, and in what crops and conditions wireworms are likely to be present and to look at 
management options.  For WSU Master Gardeners, it is an opportunity to participate as citizen scientists in 
this endeavor and contribute to the data collection process. 
 
WSU Master Gardeners and other project partners from 38 locations in 14 key locations statewide were 
recruited to set up pheromone traps, collect beetles, and maintain samples.  Click beetles are famous or 
infamous for the clicking noise they make to get away from or shock a potential predator.  The click can 
also contribute to the effort it makes to “right” itself if it is turned upside down. 
 
The two click beetles that we were attempting to attract with lures were Agriotes lineatus and Agriotes 
obscurus.  

 
Following the instructions and direction provided by USDA 
staff, both of us placed our two traps in the soil so that the 
lid was flush with the ground and at least 15 feet apart near a 
grassy field, lawn, or meadow.  A self-contained pheromone 
lure was placed at the bottom of each collection cup.  Click 
beetles don’t climb steep plastic walls, so there was no fear 
of their climbing out when they found out there was no 
female present.  We used a different pheromone lure for each 
of the two species being sought. 

 
 
 

                                                        
 
 
 

https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/learn-how-prune-berries-kiwifruit-and-grapes-online-classes
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The traps were created by Bob Vernon at Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada, Agassiz, B.C. to trap two species of 
adult male click beetles and were provided for the effort 
by Wim Van Herk. 
 
The two collection cups were emptied once a week into 
separately labeled Ziploc bags and then placed in the 
freezer.  Of course, other insects fell into the traps and 
were also unable to climb out:  ants, in particular, and 
predaceous ground beetles seemed like common 
intruders.      
 
The weekly collection period extended from the last 
week in April through the end of July 2020 (although in 
our area we terminated collection by the end of June).  
We did not have to identify which click beetle species fell 
into the traps.  Because the pheromone lure is not 100% 
effective, at the conclusion of the monitoring period, 
traps and sample bags were sent to Christopher Looney at the Washington State Department of Agriculture 
in Olympia.  Looney and Brook Brouwer, WSU Extension, Friday Harbor, identified, analyzed, and provided a 
summary of findings. 
 
Click beetles are of interest to commercial agriculture and gardeners in the state because of the damage its 
larvae can cause to crops like beets, corn, wheat, potato, carrot, onion, leek, lettuce, cabbage, peas,  
beans, radishes, sunflower, alfalfa, melons, and other plants. However, click beetles also seem to thrive in 
pasture and grain rotations used by commercial growers to help maintain and increase soil organic matter. 
Even flowers do not escape the wireworm wrath.  Several herbaceous ornamentals including asters, phlox, 
gladioli, and dahlias are commonly infested.  Wireworms seem to be anywhere, especially in old fields or 
grass pastures.  Wireworms don’t cause plant damage but these so-called larvae of the adult click beetle 
feed on seeding and seedlings, roots, and stems.  On potatoes, for example, the larvae burrow into the 
tubers making them unusable; the same happens on other crops. 
 
At the present time, wireworm controls are limited to cultural and mechanical methods because no 
pesticides are registered for controlling them in home gardens.  Extensive rototilling or other tillage will 
destroy wireworms and their habitat and expose them to predators and birds.  Leaving (new) ground in a 
fallow state or exposed for a year or more while controlling weeds and rotating crops can help reduce their 
incidence. Also, try to avoid growing vegetables that are known to be susceptible to wireworm damage in 
areas where they are known to have been a problem in the past.  Late planting will often speed up 
germination, leaving plants less likely prone to wireworm damage. 
 
Interestingly, multiple samples of the two click beetles were found in five western Washington counties, and 
none were reported in eastern Washington counties.  Even though none of the desired wireworm species 
appeared in eastern Washington, many other wireworm species are of concern on other crops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traps consisted of an inverted plastic “brimmed hat” base 
(left picture), a smooth sided plastic collection cup and 
pheromone lure (middle picture), and a pronged top lid 
(left picture).  When properly installed in the ground, the 
traps were flush with the surface but allowed access into 
the cup through the spokes (right picture). If beetles or 
other insects entered the smooth sided interior cup, the 
slick walls prevented escape.   Photos: Mark Amara. 
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County First Collection 
Date 

Last Collection 
Date 

Number of A. 
lineatus 

Number of A. 
obscurus 

Asotin 5/5/20 6/30/20 0 0 

Asotin 5/10/20 6/28/20 0 0 

Chelan 5/30/20 6/27/20 0 0 

Grant 5/8/20 7/1/20 0 0 

King 5/6/20 7/1/20 524 133 

Kitsap 5/10/20 7/22/20 836 0 

Lincoln 5/12/20 6/29/20 0 0 

San Juan 4/20/20 7/27/20 1587 0 

San Juan 4/20/20 7/6/20 174 0 

San Juan 4/30/20 7/6/20 1371 0 

San Juan 5/14/20 7/9/20 7 0 

San Juan 5/14/20 8/27/20 1346 0 

San Juan 5/24/20 7/26/20 468 0 

Skagit 4/22/20 7/29/20 1181 12 

Skagit 5/11/20 7/29/20 419 2 

Snohomish 5/3/20 8/2/20 657 0 

Snohomish 5/8/20 6/26/20 97 0 

Snohomish 5/11/20 7/7/20 397 53 

 (Brook Brouwer, April 2, 2021, personal communication, provided table with summary of collection  
 results  by county) 
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WSU Master Gardener Clinics 
 

 Moses Lake Farmers Market:  McCosh Park – Dogwood St. side, Saturdays, through October 30, 

8 AM – 1 PM  

 Quincy Farmers Market:  B Street SE, Quincy, Saturdays, June through September, 8 AM – 1 PM 
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