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In 2010, Clark County adopted a master plan for the 78th Street Heritage Farm with a broad 
agricultural vision. This plan commits the county to preserve the property’s agricultural heritage and 
history as a poor farm and to encourage use of its agricultural, historical and educational amenities. 
Many community groups already use the Heritage Farm, and the number of groups and visitors is 
expected to grow as the master plan is further implemented.   

In 2011, an interpretive trail plan was created so visitors could learn about the experiences of pioneer 
settlers and poor farm residents in the late 19th and early 20th centuries via a series of stations 
highlighting the property’s cultural, social and political history.    

The 78th Street Heritage Farm was placed on the Washington Historic Register in 2012 and the 
National Register of Historic Places and Clark County Historic Register in 2013. In 2018, a preservation 
and maintenance plan for the farm’s historic structures was created. 

The master plan update will: 
• Review changes since adoption of the master plan  
• Review, validate or revise plan components within its existing vision and guiding principles 
• Review farm priorities 

 
Clark County invites community members to participate in this plan update by taking an online survey, 
providing additional input and attending the following public meetings: 

Meeting Time and date Location Purpose 

Heritage Farm 
Advisory Team 

4-6 pm Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, 2019 

Bud Van Cleve Community 
Room, Luke Jensen Sports Park, 
4000 NE 78th St., Vancouver 

Provide background and 
gather information for 
plan update 

Community 
open house 

6-8 pm Thursday, 
Jan. 31, 2019 

Sixth-floor hearing room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Provide background and 
gather information for 
plan update 

Heritage Farm 
Advisory Team 

3:30-5:30 pm 
Thursday, Feb. 28, 
2019 

Bud Van Cleve Community 
Room, Luke Jensen Sports Park, 
4000 NE 78th St., Vancouver 

Develop draft 
recommendations for 
plan update 

Community 
open house 

6-8 pm Wednesday, 
April 10, 2019 

Sixth-floor hearing room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Review draft 
recommendations for 
plan 

Clark County 
Council 

Wednesday, April 
24, 2019 (time to be 
determined) 

Sixth-floor training room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Work session on the plan 
update 

Clark County 
Planning 
Commission 

5:30 pm Thursday, 
May 2, 2019 

Sixth-floor training room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Work session on the plan 
update 

Clark County 
Planning 
Commission 

6:30 pm Thursday, 
May 16, 2019 

Sixth-floor hearing room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Public hearing on the plan 
update 

Clark County 
Council 

10 am Tuesday, 
June 11, 2019 

Sixth-floor hearing room, Public 
Service Center, 1300 Franklin 
St., Vancouver 

Public hearing and 
possible adoption of plan 
update 

 More information, including the 2010 master plan and links to other materials, are available on the county’s website: 
www.clark.wa.gov/public-works/heritage-farm-update. Additional information will be posted on the website as the 
master plan update progresses. If you wish to be placed on an email distribution list for the Heritage Farm master plan 
update, please send your email address to patrick.lee@clark.wa.gov. 
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Additional Information:  
The 78th St. Heritage Farm is currently utilized by WSU Extension of Clark County, Clark 
County Food Bank, Partners in Careers, Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County, Clark 
Co. Master Composter & Recycler Program, PNW Queen Bee Association, Clark College, and  
Clark Co. Juvenile Justice Program. WSU’s Extension offices are located on site, and the Master 
Gardener, 4-H, Community & Economic Development, and Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Programs all have current, hands-on projects on the farm, in addition to managing the Farm’s 
community garden plots.  
 
In 2018, WSU Clark County Extension also began establishing and expanding multiple research 
and demonstration plots at the Heritage Farm that could be helpful for segments of our local 
agricultural community and food systems: 
 
• High-value specialty crops (ex: specialty field crops, vegetables, & small fruits, cider apple & 

perry fruit trees, mushrooms, hops, grapes, etc.) 
• Innovative management practices (ex: novel crop rotations and small fruit production 

systems, reduced tillage, cover crops, biofumigation, etc.) 
• Season extension (with 96’x32’ high tunnel and adjacent plots) 
  
Currently WSU Clark County Extension is included in eight pending collaborative grant 
proposals (including other WSU faculty, universities, private industry, and non-profits) totaling 
~$2.35M, with ~$247K of that amount allocated to projects that would be locally-based at the 
Heritage Farm.  
 
 




