
 
NATURAL RESOURCES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

November 2019 
 
 
Jefferson WSU Extension 
Beach Naturalist Educator Volunteers for 2nd Graders 
Fort Worden, Port Townsend 
Dawn Braden, a 2nd grade teacher at Salish Coast Elementary School, is asking for Beach Naturalists’ help 
during their monthly ‘field day’ at Fort Worden.  At Fort Worden they focus on different aspects of the natural 
environment. They would love to learn more about anything from erosion to bull kelp. Volunteers would be 
talking to a group of 18 students at a time, giving the same information twice as there as 2 groups of roughly 
18 students. 10-15 minutes for a talk and activity, then allowing time to answer questions after that. There is 
1 certified teacher with each group of 18 and possibly 1 or 2 parent volunteers also present. Classes are at 
Fort Worden from 8:45 am - 1:30 pm on the days listed below: 
  
November 8, 2019 
December 6, 2019 
January 24, 2020 
February 21, 2020 
March 20, 2020 
April 24, 2020 
May 29, 2020 
 
Dawn says they are open to whatever topics/areas of expertise you all have. We know that kids protect what 
they love, and love what they know, so we want them to know more about all living creatures at the beach. It 
can be either a series of talks or just one or two individual talks. She’s happy to work with you ahead of time 
about topics and about second grade level expectations. Contact Dawn Braden at dbraden@ptschools.org.  
 
*Cheryl Lowe says, “Maybe we can put together a small group—I’ll be retired after November and this 
sounds like a fun thing to do. Plus, working with kids is energizing, whether it’s installing a rain garden or 
teaching kids about their local beach.” 
  
  
Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee 
Forage Fish Spawner Surveys 
Once a month, Nov – March, variable times and dates based on low daylight tides. 
Jefferson MRC will be heading to the beach this winter to do forage fish spawning surveys. Forage fish are 
small schooling fishes that are food for larger predatory fish and wildlife in the marine food web (critical for 
survival of marine birds, salmon, marine mammals and thus Orcas). MRC citizen science volunteers collect 
sediment samples from several beaches and look for the presence of surf smelt and sand lance eggs. 
Project leads are trained in WDFW protocols; assistants are needed to help collect and process sediment 
samples. Besides having an excuse to be on the beach in winter, you’ll be contributing to regional efforts to 
understand more about these fish and where they spawn.  For more info or to be added to the notification 
list for future sampling dates, contact Cheryl Lowe, Cheryl.lowe@wsu.edu 
  
 
Clallam County Noxious Weed Program 
Planting pollinator pathways, and preventing erosion on roadsides 
November 15th, starting at 9:30am 
The Clallam County Noxious Weed Program is planting native plants on road sides around the county in 
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order to prevent weed invasion, to suppress erosion on roadsides, and to create pollinator pathways and 
islands. County crews and volunteers will be planting over 4,000 native shrubs and herbaceous perennials 
around the overpass at the intersection of Deer Park and Highway 101. This location is not directly on a 
waterway, but the effort will help create a more biologically active (and beautiful) way to prevent erosion on 
steep embankments. Planting conditions will be on a very steep slope, although there will be supporting 
tasks that do not require working on a steep slope. Volunteers should bring lunch, water, and clothing 
appropriate for the weather conditions. Tools will be provided. RSVP is required. For more information 
contact Shea McDonald smcdonald@co.clallam.wa.us 
 
Olympic National Park 
Restoration planting on Lake Crescent and the Elwha River 
This year our volunteer planting events will occur in the former Mills reservoir and around Lake 
Crescent. During these events, we will be carrying plants and gear over uneven, muddy and slippery terrain. 
We will use both shovels and hand tools for planting, so the work will involve a lot of bending and lifting. 
Planting events are an all day affair, regardless of rain. Volunteers will need to have rain gear, wear sturdy 
boots and bring a lunch. We will have gloves to borrow but feel free to bring your own. Space is limited to 5 
volunteers for each planting event, and space fills extremely quickly. Participants are required to 
RSVP by emailing christina_stjohn@nps.gov no later than 2 days before the event.  
 
Lake Mills (Elwha River): 
Thursday, November 14  
Because Olympic Hot Springs Road is washed out, we will need to carry plants around the bypass trail. The 
park has a vehicle on the other side of the washout that can transport plants to the former reservoir, but we 
will need to carry the plants up to half a mile out onto the dewatered reservoir to our planting site. The trail in 
the dewatered reservoir is muddy, slippery and could potentially be flooded in some spots.  
 
Lake Crescent: 
November 19 - Acquired Properties 
November 21 - Acquired Properties 
December 5 - Log Cabin Resort Landscaping 
Olympic National Park purchases properties around Lake Crescent from willing sellers ("acquired 
properties") and restores the sites to natural conditions. These planting events will involve carrying plants 
and tools down a steep and uneven driveway. The planting at Log Cabin Resort will be on mostly even 
terrain with some planting on a berm slope. 
 
Additional planting events will be announced for January. 
 
Jefferson Land Trust 
Fall Stewardship Work Parties: 
Tuesday, November 12: Valley View Forest, Chimacum 
Trail time! Help us wrap up (for now) the scenic pedestrian trails that highlight the new Valley View Forest 
slopes, stream drainage, and overlooks into agricultural Center Valley. https://saveland.org/valleyview6/ for 
more info. For questions or more information, e-mail Carrie at cclendaniel@saveland.org  or call 
306.379.9501. (Next Work Party: Tuesday, December 10 at the Chai-yahk-wh Preserve) 
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Learning More On Your Own 
 
 
Lectures, meetings and workshops 
 
Future of Oceans Lecture Series 2019 
Port Townsend Marine Science Center, Port Townsend 
The Zooplankton of Puget Sound: Links to Climate and Fisheries 
Sunday, November 10, 3 p.m. 
Fort Worden Chapel, Fort Worden State Park 
Admission $5 (students & teachers are free) 
Dr. Julie Keister’s research focuses on a variety of problems in biological oceanography and zooplankton 
ecology, particularly those related to how climate-driven environmental change interacts with biological 
processes to control zooplankton biogeography, diversity, community structure, and abundance. Interactions 
between the environment and zooplankton population structure, behavior (e.g., diel vertical migration), and 
growth ultimately control ecosystems including fish and other upper trophic level organisms. Dr. Keister 
works on these interdisciplinary projects using a combination of field collections, laboratory experiments, 
satellite data and collaboration with modelers. For more info: 
https://ptmsc.org/index.php?mact=TeraEvents,cntnt01,show_event,0&cntnt01rid=492&cntnt01returnid=58 
  
Seaweed Farming in Washington State: An Introductory Workshop 
An online overview of Washington’s emerging seaweed aquaculture industry 
Wed, November 20, 2019; 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Washington Sea Grant, in partnership with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund, Hood Canal Mariculture and 
the NOAA WDVA Veterans Conservation Corps Internship Program, is offering a free learning opportunity 
for people interested in the commercial cultivation of kelp and other seaweeds in Washington State. Topics 
to be covered include: 

• What you can grow in Washington waters 
• Factors to consider  
• Operating a seaweed farm in Washington State 
• Potential markets 

This webinar-based workshop will be broadcast live from Pacific Lutheran University. Limited space is 
available for in-person participation with priority given to veterans, active-duty military personnel, and those 
without internet access (see event page for details). The entire webinar will be recorded and freely available 
on the Washington Sea Grant website following the broadcast. RSVP required. For more info, go 
to: https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/kelp-aquaculture/seaweed-farming-training/  

 
The Story of Water: In-Depth  
League of Women Voters 

All lectures are at 6:30pm in the Sequim City Hall Council Chambers 

November 13, 2019:  
Olympic Mountain Glaciers and Snowpack: Changes and Future Challenges with Bill Baccus, Olympic 
National Park 
 
December 11, 2019:  
Tribal Water Rights and History: “From Time Immemorial”  with Hansi Hals, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
Natural Resources 
 
(Series continues through June 2020) 
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Further Reading 

Update on European Green Crab Monitoring 
WA Sea Grant has posted updates on recent Green Crab captures on their website: 
https://wsg.washington.edu/egc-whatcom/ 
  

 
(photo by Neil Harrington, showing Olympia oysters and size relative to a quarter) 
  
Olympia Oysters in the Local News 
Jefferson MRC’s Olympia oyster habitat project was recently featured in the Port Townsend Leader: 
See link on the MRC website: https://www.jeffersonmrc.org 
  
Purple Sea Urchins 
Frank Handler shared the following link about purple sea urchin populations exploding in California and now 
Oregon: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/24/sea-urchins-california-oregon-population 
Water quality news 
More bad news about what flows into our marine waters: 
https://news.wsu.edu/2019/10/18/researchers-find-persistence-antibiotic-resistant-gmo-genes-sewage-
sludge/?utm_source=WSUNews-enewsletter&utm_campaign=wsunewsenewsletter&utm_medium=email 
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