
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Master Gardeners are trained and cer tified members of a 
volunteer program sponsored by WSU Ex tension.  

 

11768 Westar Lane, Suite A,, Burlington, WA 98233 
Phone: 360-428-4270 

 

MG Program Coordinator: Alex duPont 
alex.dupont@wsu.edu 

 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  
Spring Recognition Lunch 

Tuesday, March 6th 

11:30 am – 3:00 pm  
NWREC Sakuma Auditorium 

 

SICBA Home and Garden Show 

Set – up March 22 and event is March 23 -25 
 

Plant Fair – May 12th 
 

Ask a Master Gardener Day  
Discovery Garden – June 7th 

 

Skagit County Fair – August 8 - 11 
 

Donations can be made to SCMG Foundation  
POB 2801, Mt Vernon, WA  98273  
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Part of the Skagit County Master Gardener History 
At our annual year-end barbecue on October 31st, Gloria Williams (1995-Emertius) received  

the Harvey M. Hutchings Outstanding Service Award. 
This award is in honor of one of our earliest Master Gardeners. Here is the background on Harvey and this award. 

 

The Harvey M. Hutchings Outstanding Service Award is 

awarded at the discretion of the SCMG program 

administration to recognize a Skagit County Master 

Gardener who has exhibited sustained leadership or a 

special achievement in a single aspect of the Skagit County  

Master Gardener program or who has performed superior work on many 

programs over many years. It is in honor of its namesake. 

Harvey M. Hutchings grew up and was educated in New Mexico. After four 

years in the military, during which he was awarded a United Nations Service 

Medal, a Korean Service Medal, a Combat Infantry Badge, and a Purple 

Heart, he graduated from Oregon State University with a Ph.D. in Agricultural 

WSU SKAGIT COUNTY EXTENSION MASTER GARDENERS • Winter 2018 

 

Photo by Brad Brown 

Skagit County MGs are invited to 
attend our monthly SCMGF Board 

meetings. The 2018 meetings usually 
held on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at WSU Bread Lab Conf Room, 9:30AM.  

  MMAARR      88  AAPPRR        99  

  MMAAYY      77  JJUUNN      1111  

  JJUULL        99  AAUUGG  1133  

  SSEEPP    1100  OOCCTT        11  

  NNOOVV      55  DDEECC    1100  

Please contact Deborah Smeltzer (das@dkingsbu.net) 
for more info or visit our SCMG Members Page. 

Thymes 

Garden Garden 
Thymes 

Somethinõ bugginõ ya?  Answers at our Plant Clinic 

Contact: Alex duPont, Master Gardener Program Coordinator  

alex.dupont@wsu.edu • (360) 428-4270 ext. 227 
 

Burlington Clinic: 
Wednesdays, 10 am - 2 pm, April - Oct 

WSU Skagit Co. Extension Office 
11768 Westar Lane, Suite A 

Burlington, WA 98233 
 

360-428-4270, dial “0” on clinic days … dial “228” leave a msg 
or email  skagitmgplantcl in ic@gmail .com 

 

Anacortes Clinic: 

Saturdays, 10 am – 1 pm, May 5 – Oct 13 
Anacortes Farmers Market 

Depot Center, 7th St & “R” Ave 

Continued on Page 3 Contact Carol Taylor to sign up for outreach clinics. 

Special in this issue: 2017 Harvey M. Hutchings Award 
was given to Gloria Williams for her many contributions to 
so many activities within the MG Program over the past 22 
years: founding coordinator of Naturescape, mentor, 
Anacortes Clinic manager, Plant Fair Plant Clinic 

coordinator, writer and editor of untold number of articles 
and speaker at various venues. She was previously 
recognized as Skagit County Master Gardener of the Year in 

2002, received the Julie Hubner Award in 2007.    Page 6 

© 2018 SCMGF 
Photos of Harvey by daughter Sue Hutchings, 2017.  

Used by permission. 

Garden Thymes Editorial Board: 
Brad Brown, Editor 

bradleywaynebrown@gmail.com 
Lin Hoisington, Editor 

lmhoisington@gmail.com  
Photography by: 

Nancy Crowell, Tonya Kruger, Brad Brown 
Special photos as credited. 

 

HHeerree  aarree  tthhee  ddaatteess    

NEW MEMBERS: 

Janet Berger 
Bob Crooks  

Nancy Crowell 

 

Weblinks are all hot in 
the digital version paper. 

Just CLICK to go there. 

(Unless otherwise noted.) 

mailto:alex.dupont@wsu.edu
mailto:das@dkingsbu.net
mailto:alex.dupont@wsu.edu
mailto:(360)%20428-4270%20ext.%20227
http://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/contact/
mailto:skagitmgplantclinic@gmail.com
mailto:bradleywaynebrown@gmail.com
mailto:lmhoisington@gmail.com


From Your Editor  :  Hawaiõi was on alert. 

Sharon Hodgdon and her husband Jon were in Honolulu when a North 

Korean missile alert went off. She called it ñgut wrenching.ò 

Each newsletter I consider what to write about. This issue was to be the 

effects of climate change, after reading the insightful and well-

researched articles by Deborah Smeltzer from Nov-Dec last year at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/mg/archive/. But, after the Parkland 

massacre I came back to a message that seems to surface each week. 

We humans are hit unexpectedly. Car crashes, heart attacks, earthquakes.  

As gardeners, we try to adjust to the expected and prepare for the unexpected. I often tell the story 

of a walnut farmer in the upper California Central Valley who saw his crop disappear overnight in 

a freak hail storm. Last year he had to deal with the Oroville dam breach that flooded and 
destroyed trees for dozens of farmers there.  

So, bad things can happen to good people é instantly. 

Let me focus, though, on the good and not the bad.   

Each time I write an article, I return to our group ï our Skagit County Master Gardeners. 

I know, first hand, how in times of trial and worry, of despair and pain, the ñMGsò are there for 

care, support and love. Nancy, Gloria, Kathy, Emma, Carla, Nurith, Anita, Cindy and so many 
others, even my own wife Linda, have felt the gracious and welcome touch of our groupôs ï 

our familyôs ï kindness. 

ñNature's first green is gold / Her hardest hue to hold.ò Robert Frost writes. Rabindranath 

Tagore muses, ñThe butterfly counts not months but moments, and has time enough.ò 

I like what Alan Watts has to say: ñThe only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into 

it, move with it, and join the dance.ò 

Thanks for the dance, MGs. 

 

 

  
 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 at the Skagit County Fair Grounds  

Tomatoes, Tomatoes, Tomatoes ! 

Again, Cathy Grant and Ann Tate are rallying the tomato troops for the Plant Fair. 

There are expected to be more than 2,500 plants available in more than 40 varieties. 

Last yearôs favorite tasting tomatoes (as chosen by our MGs) include: 

(INDETERMINATE) Cuore di Bue, Delicious, Mr. Stripey, Woodle Orange, 

(DETERMINATE) Black Sea Man, Taxi, (CHERRY) Black Vernissage, Isis Candy, 

Juliet, Sebastopol (new 2018), Sunsugar, (GLOBE) Better Boy. 

Sharon Hodgdon and Andrea Saxton are coordinating the volunteer efforts. Be ready 

for the Plant Fair sign-up web site at https://www.SignUp.com/login/signin/. Also, 

instructions on how to sign-up will be emailed mid March. If you want to help now you 

can contact team leaders on the Plant Fair committee. (See the email sent by Valerie 

ñPlant Fair February 2018 Updateò on 

February 6 for more information.) 

Green House (Nancy McMillin and Lin 

Hoisington) and Plant House (Laurie 

Johnson and Jessamyn Tuttle) are 

preparing items for sale at the Plant Fair 

and may need help now watering, etc. 

Contact them to find out. Great results 

come from detailed hard work. 

Save the date and let others know ! 
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AA   SSppeeccii aa ll   NN oott ee::  PP ll eeaa ssee  ccoonn ssii dd eerr   ÍÍ  

LLyynnnn  HHeeaaggnneeyy  ii ss  tthhee  CCoooorrddiinnaattiinngg  EEddii ttoorr  oo ff  tthhee  ““AAsskk  tthhee  MMaasstteerr  GGaarr ddeenneerr ””  ccoolluummnn  iinn  tthhee  SS kkaaggiitt  VV aalllleeyy  

HHeerraalldd..   SShhee  aasskkeedd  mmee  ttoo   rreemmiinndd  MMaasstteerr  GGaarrddeenneerr ss  tthhaatt  ppuu ttttiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  aa  ssttoorr yy  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaappeerr   iiss   ffuunn  aanndd  

aallssoo  ccoouunnttss  aass  oouuttrr eeaacchh..  (( JJuusstt  tthh iinnkk  hhooww  mmaannyy  hhoouurrss  yyoouu  ccoouulldd  ggeett  jjuusstt  ssii ttttiinngg  tthheerree  tthhiinnkkiinngg,,  ““OOhh  mmyy,,  

wwhhaatt  sshhoouulldd  II  wwrrii ttee .. ””  ––  llaauugghhiinngg  eemmoojjii  hheerr ee..))   

IItt’’ss  mmaaggiiccaall..   

CCoonnttaacctt  LLyynnnn,,  oorr  tthhee  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt  eedd ii ttoorr,,   GGlleeee  BB llaannkk  (( aa tt  gg lleeeebbllaannkk@@ggmmaaiill ..ccoomm  ))  aanndd  tthheenn  llee tt  mmee  kknnooww  ii ff  

yyoouu  ww aanntt  ssoommee  hheellpp..  TThhiiss  iiss   tthhee  kkeeyy  aassppeecctt  oo ff  MMaasstteerr   GGaarrddeenniinngg::  TTeeaacchhiinngg  oo tthheerr ss  tthhee  bbeesstt  pprraaccttii cceess..   
CLICK here for an archive of past columns in the Skagit Valley Herald:  ASK THE MASTER GARDENER archive.   

24 th  ANNUAL PLANT FAIR  22 44 tt hh   AANNNNUUAALL   PPLLAANNTT  FFAAII RR  

WSU Skagit County Extension Master Gardeners   Closed Group 
 

http://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/mg/archive/
https://www.signup.com/login/signin/
mailto:gleeblank@gmail.com
https://www.goskagit.com/search/?sd=desc&l=25&sort=relevance&f=html&t=article%2Cvideo%2Cyoutube%2Ccollection&app=editorial&nsa=eedition&q=ask+a+master+gardener
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162051115078/?ref=group_header


Keeping the Latino/a Community in Mind: Sharing what we know ! 

Laurie  Johnson and I both attended the presentation by Andy Anderson Feb 2 .  The 

presentation group [from Bethany Covenant Church of Mount Vernon] was to assist 

another church group from Bothell in their desir e to start a community garden.  The ir  
presentation covered the physical concerns that have been achieved in the garde n - 

raised beds, irrigation (including fertilization), covered area for tomatoes, greenhouse 
with heated bed for starting plants, cold frame, large storage shed, etc. - what has 

worked for this project.   The  [Bethany]  garden began 10 
years ago and it has d eveloped over the years, by trial 

and error, into a very successful model.  

Their  garden has a budget that they can depend on 
each year .  Andy stressed that they started small.   

This community garden is a great success and it can 
be a model for other group s desiring to create 

something similar.   I look forward to returning 
throughout the season to see the garden as it matures.  

 

 Economics in 1956. After three years as a Cooperative Agent at OSU, 

Harvey worked in Fisheries Economics and Management at the regional 

and state levels.  

Harvey joined the Skagit County Master Gardener program in 1990. He 

was the author of our mission statement 

and worked on wording for our 

agreement with WSU-NWREC when 

the Discovery Garden was established. 

He was president of the SCMGF Board 

and helped write the by-laws. During 

retreats, he brainstormed for the 

improvement of the program.  

In addition to these seminal achievements, over the years, Harvey was chair 

of the newspaper column committee, the recruitment committee, and the 

Mount Vernon Plant Clinic, a monthly manager for the Discovery Garden, 

and lead tomato grower for the Plant Fair. Harvey was Skagit Master 

Gardener of the Year in 1992. He remained on the roster until he left the state 

in 2003.  Harvey was the first recipient of the Hutchings Award (2014). 

After his first wife died in 2002, Harvey decided to return to New Mexico, 

where he met up with his high school sweetheart, Tere, whom he hadnôt seen 

for over fifty years. They were married in 2004. Back in his home state, 

Harvey established the Harvey M. Hutchings Endowed 

Scholarship Fund at New Mexico State University to 

help determined, capable students prepare themselves 

for their futures. 

Harvey is the consummate gentleman who is remembered 
with great affection by all the Skagit Master Gardeners who 
had the privilege of working with him.  

 

 

 

If you have a  
photo or remembrance  

of some Master Gardener,  
still with us or not,  

send those in  
and share  

with our family.  
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Harvey, grandsons Jake and Ben, wife Tere. 

As part of our Latino/a Outreach, members are visiting community gardens. This is Andrea Saxton’s report. 

Anderson has a bachelorõs degree in horticulture and Ph.D. in plant science/plant physiology. He worked as a research horticulturist on 
vegetable crop production at the WSU Research and Extension Center, Mount Vernon, until 1999. Photo courtesy WSU News. 



NEW APPLE IN THE VALLEY 

Cosmic CrispTM, 'WA 38' cv. is a 

product of WSU's apple breeding 

program and a result of a cross of 

Honeycrisp and Enterprise apple 

cultivars.  It is crisp, flavorful, 

grower friendly, and stores well.  

cosmiccrisp.com/the-facts 

Cosmic Crisp® brand apples are a cross between 'Enterprise' and 'Honeycrisp'. The large, juicy 

apple has a remarkably firm and crisp texture. Its exceptional flavor profile provides ample 

sweetness and tartness, making it an excellent eating apple. In addition to being delicious, it is 

slow to brown when cut and maintains its texture and flavor in storage for more than a year.  

The apple variety is the latest edition of Washington State University's world-class tree fruit 

breeding program. WSU is getting ready to distribute the first trees to farmers, and consumers 

should see some fruit available by 2019. The most attractive qualities of Cosmic Crisp® are its 

exceptional eating quality, its large fruit size, attractive appearance, and its productivity.  

Washington growers began planting the first trees in the spring, and roughly 11 million trees 

are expected to be in the ground in just three short years. Researchers who are reviewing the 

variety and offering tips to growers who planted it for the first time earlier this year.  

ñThatôs a big difference from other varieties, not having to worry about 40 percent losses in 

storage due to some disease or another,ò said Ines Hanrahan, project manager for the 

Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission (WTFRC). ñYou still have to manage the 

growing of the fruit and the harvest, but once you have a good product in the bin, thereôs less 

worry having something wrong once itôs in storage.ò  - reported at ComsmicCrisp.com 

 

 

 

 Many benefits for your landscape -  Everett Chu   
everett@azusafarm.com, owner of Azusa Farm & Gardens, Mount Vernon, is a certified 
professional horticulturist, and certified ecoPRO sustainable landscape professional.   

Have you ever thought about grouping your garden areas into 

many rooms, just like inside your home, where each serves a 

particular purpose? Maybe each even has its own virtual floor, 

walls, and ceiling. Thatôs what landscape-design experts 

would recommend and how some of the famous gardens 

around the world are created.  

To set a solid foundation for purposeful gardens, you will 

need to make them functional, inviting, and sustainable.  

The functional aspect of a garden must be considered first, just like the old saying, 

ñForm follows function.ò Simply speaking, the gardens must support the intended 

function as influenced by the lifestyle preference. The focus includes suitable access 

points, effective circulation paths, and appropriate space relative to the activities. Other 

functional issues, such as drainage, lighting, and safety or security measures, may also 

come into play.  

Making the gardens inviting is more than making them pretty. A successful landscape 

offers rewarding engagement through sensory experience (gardens for five senses). It 

evokes positive emotions and invites visitors to interact with the surroundings, rather 

than simply moving through them. When the visitors are able to form a closer bond 

with nature and feel invigorated from it, the experience may even become therapeutic. 

To accomplish this, key landscape-design principles must be judiciously applied to 

harness all garden elements when putting the gardens together.  

To make the gardens sustainable 

requires careful planning in design and 

construction, as well as maintenance. 

Factors contributing to sustainability 

include soils, vegetation, materials 

selections, hydrology, and human health 

and well-being. In addition to cost and 

effort, the fourth dimension (time scale) 

should enter in the equation to ensure 

long-term success.  
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Katherine M. Evans is WSU Assoc. Scientist/Professor 
at the WSU Tree Fruit Research & Extension Center.  
She has been with the university since 2008. Her area 
of interest is pome fruit breeding and genetics. Kate 
earned her Ph.D. in Plant Molecular Biology at Durham 
University, UK and a B.Sc. (Honors) in Genetics/Plant 
Biology at Leeds University, UK. She was on the 

development team for the Cosmic Crisp apple. 

The continuation of Everett Chuôs article is at: 

PURPOSEFUL GARDENS in the ñAsk the Master 
Gardenerò archives at WSU Skagit MG page 
 

 

Sanctuary garden, Kubota Garden, Seattle. Photo - Everett Chu (MG/2009)  

WA 38 (Cosmic Crisp) photo by WSU TFREC 

 

https://www.cosmiccrisp.com/the-facts
mailto:everett@azusafarm.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2014/03/Purposeful-Gardens.pdf


7. Favorite flower, plant, shrub, tree?  

I have so many favorites. I love to grow shade 

loving things fuchsias and begonias but now I 

am on the sunny side, so I think petunias and 

geraniums. I love the flowers that love the 

sun. Perhaps some tomatoes. I have plans for 

my patio. 

8. Where were you born and raised?    

I was born in Anacortes but I had lived 

up in Everson and have lived in Seattle 

with my mom and in Anacortes with my 

grandparents. When my husband and I came back after the service we moved to 

Anacortes and helped out my grandparents. 

9. What year did you become an MG ?    1995 

10. What is the purpose of the MG program?   

To show people the value of growing things and taking care of the earth: ecology is 

wrapped up together with everything else. We need to keep the soil productive and 

since the climate is changing, to learn what can grow and canôt grow here in the 

Skagit. There will be things that can grow here that used to grow down south that 

wonôt be able to anymore. Thatôs something we can do. 
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From Nancy Crowell:  
 

I am represented by 
thirdandwall.com, a 
Seattle based art 
publisher that prints 
artwork for retail , 
hospitality,  medical 
fields, designers and 
individuals. They 
market my photos to 
bigger clients, but 
anyone who wants to 
can purchase prints 
from them (you have 
to create a user name 
to access their site.)  

 

The allium are those 
that are planted 
every year at the 
corner of Best and 
Calhoun Roads, just 
outside of La Conner. 
They are grown by 
one of the Roozen 
brothers (not sure 
which one) to be sold 
as cut flowers to the 
markets in Seattle. I 
manipulated the 
image to convey the 
dreamy quality of 
these fun flowers.  

Nancy Crowell (2015) is the SCMG photographer and was awarded Intern of 
the Year at our annual awards luncheon in 2016. We are aware that her work 

is professional and we are grateful recipients of her work. - editor 
 

MASTER GARDNER PHOTOGRAPHER NANCY CROWELL MAKES HERSELF KNOWN 

© Crowell Photography 
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http://www.botanicus.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3622561
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3622561
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9473
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9473


10 Questions for Gloria Williams  
2017 Harvey M. Hutchings  

Outstanding Service Award Recipient 
 

Gloria lives in Bellingham now, near her kids. She says she really likes the place. 
She’s met with a few gardeners there. One was a MG over on the islands years ago. 
There is a common space garden for which she has applied for a spot. Meanwhile, 
she has her patio and plans to do a lot of raised beds. She is going to come to 
Tuesdays at Discovery Garden when she can get a ride. As well, she had brought her 
loom and spinning wheel to her place and she’s been weaving again.  

1.  What does this award mean to you?  

[Harvey Hutchings] was on the committee that interviewed when I applied to the Master 

Gardener program. He was pretty dedicated to the garden. He was there at the beginning 

and was [at the Discovery Garden] almost every Tuesday. He was head of the committee to 

do articles for the paper.  

My son was with me at the luncheon. I was somewhat dumbfounded ï amazed. I didnôt look 

at the program, so I didnôt know it was coming. I thought it was funny because Edie 

[Gamble] picked out a place for me way up front and I should have caught on then.  

 2. How did you get involved in gardening?   

I can remember way back when é I was a little kid, six or seven years old. My mother and 

father were divorced at that time. So when I left my mom to go to my dadôs during the 

summer she would send post cards with me so I could write back to her. After she died I 

found all those old cards. On one I asked, ñHow was my garden growing.ò  

Now, I remember planting things by the front door. I remember I even planted a horse 

chestnut, but I think it was thinned out. 

My mother and her mother were gardeners. My mom grew flowers and not veggies. My dad 

was a farmer. I guess it came to me by osmosis. He had a farm out between Lawrence and 

Everson. He grew corn, a lot like silage corn, and I remember working, ñroguing,ò (taking 

out the male plants) in the spinach. Skagit grows more seeds than Whatcom. Toward the end 

my dad had berries, raspberries, blueberries but quit growing strawberries. He also had 

registered Holsteins. Since he had registered cows, he would send me out to draw calves to 

register. The registered Holsteinôs have to have a certain spotting é but try to keep all those 

calves separate! I ended up being a little artistic: drawing spots where there werenôt any. 

  

 
 

 

 

 3. How did you get involved in the MG program? 

I had read about it in the paper and always wanted to do it but didnôt 

think I had the time ï until  Joe Dupre*, he was one of the first MGs 

in Skagit. Joeôs wife was in the nursing home where I worked and he 

came in every day to feed her and we would get to talking and he 

pushed me into applying. He brought in the forms. 

*  JOE’S PLACE at the Discovery Garden is named after Joe Dupre. In 1973, WSU started 

the first Master Gardener training program in the U.S. in King County. Joe Dupre, a Navy 
Chief retiring in Anacortes, was in one of the first graduating classes. The garden honors Joe 
with plantings of his favorites — primroses, a fig tree, ferns, and fuchsias. 

4. What is the best thing about the Master Gardener program? 

For me itôs the camaraderie. Itôs the friendship of the people. To be able to have a laugh or 

two. Iôve been to other programôs workshops and to state conventions and I donôt know what 

it is but my daughter even commented on what a friendly group we are. She says that others 

donôt even talk to you at all. 

5. Can you share one or more of your funniest/saddest/ weirdest gardening stories? 

Well the year that Sandy Fielden came into the program, 2006 or ó7 I think, was the year we 

had to redo the pond. So, we had to take everything out because the 10 year old liner was 

leaking. The plants, the rocks ï there were tons of rocks. The new interns were all helping. 

We went to carpet stores and get remnants é we sort of raided the dumpsters and put them 

on top of the old liner and put new liner in. It took all summer. We didnôt get water into the 

pond again until the end of August or early September. We have never been able to keep fish 

in the pond ever since.  

Iôm sad that weôve lost so many of the guys lately. Some of our people drop out that Iôve been 

fond of. Itôs like life. 

6. What can you say to inspire our interns?  

Mostly I say donôt get discouraged. Itôs so much information coming in that you canôt hold 

on to it all. Since there will be so many opportunities as you go along, remember that every 

time you work in the program  you will learn. Every time I worked in the clinic, even after all 

those years and years and years, I would still learn something. 
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