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2014 MG Plant Fair
Blue skies were fleeting when master
gardeners started setting up for this
year’s Plant Fair on Friday, May 9th.
Torrential rains came quickly and
stayed all day. Access to the greenhouse
and plant house was so boggy that both
rental trucks and a another vehicle became mired and had to be towed out
by the good friends at NWREC.
That necessitated all the plants being wheel-barrowed or walked thru the
Discovery Garden to the parking lot for loading into the trucks—a large
job made even larger.
By Saturday the rains had been reduced to scattered showers. Huge puddles remained at the fair grounds requiring the parking crew to adjust their
parking layout. Many of the vendors had to set up in standing water. And
yet, everyone soldiered on.
The day’s tallies showed a drop in attendance
from last year by nearly a third, but the revenues were nearly identical to those of 2013.
Credit card sales for the first time were clearly a factor in boosting sales.
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Susan Parke

New this year was a
demonstration area staffed
by MGs Dixie Mitchell and
Susan Parke that showDixie Mitchell
cased how to combine various
plants in flower beds or containers (Right Plant, Right
Place). “We sold several plants right out of the demonstration tubs!” said Dixie.
—See Plant Fair, page 4
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MG Foundation News

From the President of the Foundation Board

Our new gardening year is well underway, and it has
been great to see many of you again, whether it was
carrying plants or directing traffic at the Plant Fair,
staffing our new outreach clinics or working in the
Discovery Garden.
First of all, most of you have heard by now of the
resignation of our MG Program Coordinator, Sacha
Buller, effective the end of June. Sacha has done a
wonderful job and will be sorely missed.

Al Call
MGF Board President

Sacha’s many accomplishments include the upgrading of the MG Intern
Training program, the creation of MG Outreach Plant Clinics, the frequent listing of educational opportunities and timely communications with
all of us in the MG Program. Her relationship with the MG Foundation
Board of Directors was positive and constructive throughout her short
tenure. Thank you, Sacha! May you continue to have success in the next
chapters of your life.
The big event so far this year has been, of course, the MG Plant Fair.
Under Deborah Smeltzer’s dynamic leadership—and despite the rainy
weather and muddy terrain—we consider it another success. We earned
$18,513 in gross revenue ($12,260 net), comparable to the last couple of
years (with fewer attendees this year). Well done to all of you who put
forth extraordinary effort slogging through the mud to load and unload
the plant trucks. Deborah and her committees are already at work to make
next year even more successful and fun. Please look for opportunities to
join that effort.
Based on the positive results from the Fair, the MGF Board has met to
create the budget for Fiscal Year 2014/2015. If you are in charge of a
budget within the program, you will be receiving notice of your allocation
(effective July 1st) very shortly.
The new MG Outreach Clinics are up and running. It is gratifying to see
the receptiveness of the public. We still have openings available on several
dates, so please sign up and join a great new initiative.
A new MG recruitment brochure and application are now available for
distribution. I hope all of you will consider yourselves part of our Recruitment Committee and will actively search out and “capture” students for
the 2015 Trainee Class. A strong, involved group of new interns is vital to
the continued success of the MG Program.

Al Call and Bob Bryan talk tomato strategy

—See Foundation News, page 4

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Skagit County. Extension programs and
policies are consistent with federal and state laws and regulations on nondiscrimination regarding race, gender, national origin,
religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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A Message from the
Master Gardener
Coordinator
Sacha Buller

Dear Master Gardeners,
Whew! Spring is a very busy time for everyone in the
Master Gardener Program, myself included. I was
finally able to sit down with the WSU Volunteer database and look back on the 2013 MG volunteer hours.
This report is based on hours entered into the WSU
Volunteer Database—I know there are many hours
that go unreported. In 2013, Master Gardeners contributed a total of 12,188 hours:
4,806 hours in program support (39%)
4,540 hours at the Discovery Garden. (37%)
1,314 hours at the Plant Clinic. (11%)
1,093 hours in other educational delivery
174 hours in youth outreach. (2%)
153 hours mentoring community gardens (2%).
109 hours in stormwater education (1%)
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programs, use the program for education and enjoyment. It should be a source of pride for you all.
Over the past year, I have met twice with the MG
coordinators throughout the state to discuss program
development and coordination issues. Our program
has one of the best demonstration gardens in the
state. However, in these meetings, I have realized that
many programs dedicate much more volunteer effort
to outreach and diagnostic plant clinics. These Traveling Plant Clinics, also called outreach or annex plant
clinics, are a central part of outreach and education
efforts of other counties. This has been my motivation behind establishing the Traveling Plant Clinic. I
hope that you will consider signing up for one (or
maybe two?) Traveling Plant Clinics this summer.
As you have all heard by now, I will be leaving my
position as MG program coordinator at the end of
June. The question I’ve heard most often (other than
“Can you tell me the password to the WSU Volunteer
Database?”) is “How do you do this job in 17 hours a
week?!” The master gardener coordinator position
can be challenging in some respects. “Herding cats” is
an expression that I have heard more than once over
the past year and a half.
I have worked with many volunteer groups in previous jobs but the volunteers in this program raise the
bar on volunteerism. Acting as coordinator for this
group of highly motivated, well-educated and professional volunteers has not always been easy, but it has
always been rewarding and inspiring.

The WSU Discovery Garden is a big part of the MG
program’s volunteer efforts. The demonstration
garden is a huge asset to the Skagit County Master
Gardener Program and Skagit County communities
but also to the WSU Master Gardener Program.
The garden draws people from throughout the country. Last week, I received a call from a landscape architect in South Carolina asking about the enabling
garden. Other Master Gardener Programs in the area,
as well as garden clubs, school groups, and volunteer

I take with me many lessons in mediating, organizing, and—most important—the necessity of delegating work tasks. I’ve also taken away
some unexpected lessons to be
filed away for future years on enjoying retirement, aging gracefully,
Budding gardener,
taking care of aging parents and
Vash Buller
navigating the Medicare system.
Thank you for sharing the past year and a half with
me. It has been nothing less than wonderful!
While working as your coordinator, I often left the
office just as NPR’s “The Writer’s Almanac” came
on, and so, I will borrow its familiar farewell, “Be
well, do good work, and keep in touch.”
And don’t forget to sign up for Plant Clinic! 
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—From Foundation News, page 2

—From Plant Fair, page 1

What better example do we have than our recently
minted 2014 intern class? They have shown an abiding
interest and enthusiasm that heartens us veterans. A tip
of my old gardening hat to all of you 2014s!

We added a Green Thumb Special table to
nudge sales of slower moving plants. Floor
workers all wore green MG
aprons to help identify them to
shoppers.

As always, please contact any board member if you
have suggestions or thoughts for improvement to the
MG program.

The Book & Magazine booth became the unofficial information
booth thanks knowledgeable MGs
Lynne Poling
and Jean Nelson
who pointed
shoppers in the
right direction.

Al Call 

Know & Grow
Diana Wisen

Lynne Poling

Know and Grow workshops help us fulfill our mission to provide outreach and
education to the gardening public as well as continuing education for Master Gardeners. These popular
seminars are held monthly on a Tuesday afternoon
from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the NWREC auditorium adjacent to the Discovery Gardens. Upcoming
topics are:

“Manicurist” Judy Callahan was on hand to ensure
proper identification of all the green
thumbs in attendance.

June 17, Care and Feeding of Roses, by Virgene
Link
July— [Summer Vacation]

Judy Callahan

August 12, Raspberries, Blueberries and Strawberries for the Home Gardener, [Speaker TBA]
September 16, Honey Bees, [Speaker TBA]
October 14, Begonias, by Dixie Mitchell
November 18, Travels, with Dan Hinkley

Diana Wisen
Virgene Link
Sandra Swarbrick
and friend

Jean Nelson

The Early Day Gas Engine & Tractor
Association. Branch 26, joined us on
the north side of the fair grounds to
display classic tractors and farm machinery. This attraction caught the attention of both gardeners and nongardeners (young and older). We look
forward to their joining us again next
year.

As Plant Fair Coordinator,
Deborah Smeltzer wears
many hats, not the least of
which is that of default “lost
and found” officer. Without
Deborah Smeltzer
her exceptional organizational skills, the Plant Fair would not have run so
smoothly.
Plant Fair teams are
already sorting
through their 2014
data as they consider
ways to improve
Greenhouse team members:
and/or tweak all
Priscilla Gille e, Nancy McMillin and
aspects of this huge
Nurith St. Pierre
undertaking. Also
under discussion are ways to ensure sunny weather for
future Plant Fairs.
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history of Skagit County, local agriculture crops and
practices, wildlife populations—and tulips.
Visitors are caught up in of the origin of the tulip as
well as the “tulip manias.” They are awe-struck with
the explosion of color in the tulip fields and demonstration gardens at both Roozengaarde and Tulip
Town. And equally impressive are the science and
technology behind the planting and harvesting of the
tulips.
Display gardens at Roozengaarde
Photo by Lynn Heagney

Skagit Valley Tulip Festival
Lynn Heagney & Maggie Amber

One of the more enjoyable events in the Skagit
Valley is the annual Tulip Festival that takes place
each year from April 1-April 30. Skagit County
Master Gardeners are an important part of this event
as tour guides, navigators and docents. We are
privileged to showcase our valley to visitors from all
over the world.
The Tulip Festival tours are
organized by four master
gardeners. Toni Caskey plans
the agenda and assists guests
with their travel plans; Elaine
Richards pairs the tours with
guides, navigators and docents;
Cindee Juel purchases refreshments, assembles tourist
packets and leads docent
training; and Diana Wisen
helps with tourist packets and
navigator responsibilities.

Tour participants also have stories of their own to
share. We learn about their home regions and where
they have traveled. It is amusing and gratifying to
watch their reactions when they first see a field of
tulips from the windows of their bus. It’s an even
greater delight when they walk through the demonstration gardens and experience “up close and
personal” the perfectly planned flower beds and the
sea of tulips in the fields. Words fail them. We are
reminded all over again how extraordinary is this valley
in which we live. Toni Caskey
said, “I have never heard a
disgruntled guest comment about
the venue. Everyone is awestruck
at the splendor of the blooms.”

MG step‐on tour guides, Maggie Amber and Lynn
Heagney (third and fourth from le ) with a tour
group at Roozengaarde

This year eight tour buses included some 215 visitors
from Hawaii, Iowa, Wisconsin, Texas, Florida,
Louisiana, Idaho, Montana, California, Ohio, New
Jersey and British Columbia. Toni Caskey also
presented a slide show aboard an American Cruise
Lines ship docked in Anacortes. Skagit County
Master Gardeners who participated in the bus tours
included 16 step-on-guides and navigators, and eight
docents.
Working with a tulip tour audience is a tremendous
experience. The tour participant groups are
enthusiastic, receptive and eager to take in the

From the time that our visitors
tour the Discovery Garden, to the
short trip to Roozengaarde and on
to Tulip Town (oftentimes with a
side trip to the Kiwanis salmon
barbecue at Hillcrest Park), it has
been a wonderfully uplifting day
for us all. It’s a volunteer job well
worth experiencing!

According to Elaine Richards,
“This is a fun way to engage the
public and let them know what
master gardeners do for their
community, and the verdant and
vibrant Skagit Valley.”
We could not agree more.
Display gardens at
Roozengaarde
Photo by Lynn Heagney
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Knudson continued, “The teachers told me this exercise brought their students to life in a way they had
never seen before.”

Rain Gardens
Jane Billinghurst

Thanks to Master Gardener Ann
Brooking, we have initiated an exciting rain garden education project with students at BurlingtonEdison High School North.
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Jane Billinghurst

Linda Larrabee, Joel Watson, Holly Wood and Samantha Phillips, teachers at the alternative high
school campus, were enthusiastic about Ann’s plans.
Peter Donaldson of Sustainability Ambassadors came
from Seattle for three Tuesdays in April to talk about
stormwater and sustainability. What a coup!
In three intensive sessions, Donaldson’s energy and
enthusiasm immediately drew in the students. In the
end, they gave confident and knowledgeable presentations about stormwater management.
An audience of city and county managers and educators came to listen to the students. The group included Steve Sexton, mayor of Burlington; John
Abenroth, city of Burlington engineer; Kristi Carpenter, Skagit Conservation District; Lee First, Bellingham pollution prevention specialist; and from Burlington-Edison School District, Laurel Browning, superintendent; KC Knudson, executive director of
teaching and learning; Todd Setterlund, high school
principal; James Campbell, assistant principal, and
Ted Lundgren, school counselor.

After the presentations, Donaldson left us with ideas
to keep the project going. Brooking and Abenroth
and a team of students will be exploring possible rain
garden sites at the school.
Abenroth also provided another team with information to register City of Burlington rain gardens on
the 12,000 Rain Gardens Website.
www.12000raingardens.org

Billinghurst will be helping students create a brochure
on rain gardens in Burlington for master gardeners to
hand out to the public. The Conservation District will
be looking into funding possibilities should a suitable
site for a rain garden be found.
This project is definitely win-win-win-win. Students
are excited to be learning something that affects them
so directly. The teachers and school administrators
praised Donaldson’s teaching model. And we master
gardeners are delighted by the enthusiastic support of
the students, the City of Burlington and the Skagit
Conservation District.

Lundgren said that although students had to “twist”
his arm to get him to come. He was proud of their
work, and so were the students.
Browning agreed noting that the students were very
professional in their presentations. He would like to
see more applied learning on real-world issues, particularly when students have the chance to address
adults and community leaders.
Mayor Sexton was so impressed he encouraged the
students to address Burlington City Council on
stormwater issues.
KC Knudson pointed out that when curriculum is
“connected to relevant activities in the community,”
students are more engaged. “This is the kind of thing
we should be doing more consistently.”

Burlington Mayor Steve Sexton (L) and
Peter Donaldson of Sustainability Am‐
bassadors
(Photo by Jane Billinghurst)

It has been a privilege to be involved
with such an inspiring project. Working with city, county and school officials will help master gardeners continue their rain garden outreach efforts. As for the
students, the lessons learned will
carry them through
high school and
beyond.

Thank you, Ann Brooking. And thanks to all who
have made (and are still making) this happen.
Most important, a special thanks to the students who
are willing to learn and become involved in such a
worthwhile endeavor. 
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A Tulip Tour to Remember
Trisha Varrelman

On March 13th, thirteen Skagit
County master gardeners met at
the Washington Bulb Company
on a slightly cool and overcast
morning. But the weather did
not deter their interest or participation in the ensuing
hour-long tour, led by Brent Roozen, a grandson of
the founders of Roozengaarde.
The Roozen family has been growing tulips in
Holland since the 1700s. When William and Helen
Roozen settled in Skagit Valley in the late 1940s, they
knew the climate to be comparable to that of Holland, making it ideal for growing tulips. It also didn’t
hurt that Skagit Valley soil was well suited to growing
tulips slowly, thereby producing better blooms.
After working for other farmers for a few years, the
Roozens went into business for themselves. Their
original five acres has since grown to more than 2,000
(in constant rotation with other flower crops) plus
acres of greenhouses. Today, their five sons and two
grandchildren operate the company.
The greenhouses are heated by natural gas and are the
most advanced in the world. The rooting coolers and
greenhouses can force bulbs on demand any time of
the year, enabling Washington Bulb to sell tulips and
daffodils year ‘round.

now 80% of sales, and bulbs are 20%.
Every year Washington Bulb ships 60-80 million cut
flowers overnight to destinations all over the United
States. Flower production is set up for the entire calendar year to match demands. (Red tulips at Christmas and Valentine’s Day, orange for Thanksgiving,
etc.). Washington Bulb supplies many of our local
supermarkets like Safeway year ‘round with fresh
flowers.
During tulip time in Skagit County, dozens of tulip
fields are saturated with vibrant colors. Fields containing 10,000 to 20,000 bulbs each lie within a fifteen
-mile radius of RoozenGaarde.
Tulips are especially prone to disease so are on a fiveyear rotation in any particular field. It may seem that
the number of acres planted in tulips varies from year
to year, but the number of acres in tulips stands at
350 acres each year.
Getting a behind the scenes look at Washington Bulb
Company impressed me especially with the mechanization of the operation as well as the variety of other
flowers they grow (e.g., irises, peonies, hyacinths, crocus, muscari and daffodils) in addition to tulips.
Where would Skagit Valley be without the tulip—or
the daffodil? 
[Trisha Varrelman is 2014 Master Gardener Intern who lives
in Anacortes.]

Our dry summers make it easy to dig up the bulbs—
usually in July. This is done to keep them from rotting. (I didn’t know that tulips could be dug up and
stored in a dry place ‘til fall. I, myself, love daffodils
the best because of their being a rough-and-tumble
low maintenance bulb! There is no digging required,
and as long as you let the foliage die back you’ll have
a guaranteed display for next year.)
The Roozen family continues to travel frequently to
Holland in search of new tulip varieties as well as
specialized machinery to improve their three-acre,
sixteen-greenhouse facility. Some of their equipment,
such as a “digger” (similar to a potato digger), was
designed specifically for digging up bulbs.
In the early years of the Washington Bulb Company,
85% of sales were bulbs, and 15% of sales were cut
flowers. Today it’s almost the reverse; cut flowers are
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Carla Glassman

Chuck Howell

Julie Powell
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Hat Contest Winners
(all 2014 Interns)

Cindee Juel
Anita Reetz
1st:
Amye Webster shown
here with hat designer
son, John, age 5

2nd:
Bill Prichard

3rd:
Trisha Varrelman

Patricia Flores

Bob O’Brien, Deborah Smeltzer and
Chris Farrow

Merle Green

Gail Messe

Lee Stuber

Sidney Oie
Debbie Mar n

Brynn Kremling

Bob Crooks

Brenda Cunningham
Le e Hafer
Madelyn Case
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Darlene Thompson
Glee Blank

Janet Walrath and son Andrew

Cat in a box

Edie Gamble
Bergenia

Janine Prichard and Linda Bachman

Laurie Johnson

John McMillin

Lou Ann Davis

Kathy Wolfe
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Priscilla Gille e
Bob O’Brien

Bill and Janine Prichard

Dixie Mitchell

Sandy Fielden

Marsha Goller

Molly Dight

Hosted by the
Master Gardener Founda on of Pierce County
Learn more at: www.pc‐wa‐mg‐conf.org
or
E‐mail: mgfpc@yahoo.com
Columbine (Aquilegia sp.)

