Upcoming Events
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Master Gardeners are trained and certified members of a volunteer
program sponsored by Washington State University Extension.

“Ask the Master Gardener”
columns are featured in the
Skagit Valley Herald three
Fridays per month in the
Home & Garden section of
the Friday paper. All links
at site below are PDF files
unless otherwise indicated.

Know & Grow Workshops
rd

3 Tuesday of the Month
1:00 – 2:30 pm
FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sep 20 - GMOs: What the Consumer Should Know
Oct 11 - History of Growing Fruit in Washington State
Nov 15 - Sinister Garden: Poisonous & Harmful Plants

Sakuma Auditorium,
Northwestern Washington Research & Extension Center

16650 Memorial Hwy (WA-536), Mt Vernon - 360/428-4270, ext. 225
photo by Nancy K Crowell

extension.wsu.edu/skagit/mg/archive/

Amye Barber at amye_webster@yahoo.com

SKMGF Board meetings
Oct 3, Nov 7, Dec 5

AUTUMN SEEDS

Garden
Thymes

WSU SKAGIT COUNTY EXTENSION MASTER GARDENERS • Autumn 2016
photo by Cathy Grant

WSU SKAGIT CO. MG PLANT CLINICS

Burlington Diagnostic Plant Clinic
at WSU Skagit County Extension
11768 Westar Lane
Wednesdays
September 14, 21, 28
October 5, 12, 19, 26
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
(360) 428-4270, ext 0

MG Plant Clinics offer plant identification and plant
problem diagnosis. Bring plant samples to the clinics
If you are unable to come in during regular clinic hours
you can also email your plant problems to

skagitmgplantclinic@gmail.com.
Please include a detailed description of the problem, plant
or insect, location, and digital photos, if possible.
Also provide a phone number where you can be reached
on Wednesdays between 10am-2pm.
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Anacortes Diagnostic Plant Clinic
At the DEPOT at Anacortes Farmers Mkt
7th St. & R Avenue
Saturdays
September 3, 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Outreach at Mt Vernon Farmers Mkt
Riverfront Plaza – Gates & Main Streets
October 1st
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Outreach Sedro-Woolley Farmers Mkt
Hammer Heritage Square - 118 Ferry St
September 21
October 19
3:00 – 7:00 pm

John G. McMillin, PhD
1930 - 2016
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From Your Editor … Gardeners are a hopeful lot.
It’s part of our DNA – we know that things change and through that
change, things happen. The change and the happening aren’t always
expected or desired. But, we know that we “move into the groove”
(as I was like to say in the ‘60s).
This year was a year of changes, not merely in the garden but in our
lives as well. There were births and losses, healing and hurting,
sudden surprises both happy and sad.
This is as the world is. Unexpected and sudden.
One of my favorite quotes is from Albert Camus.
For if there is a sin against life, it
consists perhaps not so much in
despairing of life as in hoping for
another life and in eluding the
implacable grandeur of this life.
My takeaway from this: Regardless
of what is set before us there is
always wondrous beauty and grace
present. Not even as a “heaven” or
afterlife but a “this life” containing all
we need to enliven, embrace and
satisfy us.
photos by
Brad Brown
I am not able to fully feel the pain
that some suffer in this world, nor
am I able to explain it – even as other
great minds such as Why Bad Things
Happen to Good People author Rabbi Harold S. Kushner have not. I only know, within my life,
learning, and experience, that I can feel that sense of wondrous
calm from time to time that reflects the joy of this world.
And, I am amazed at how often that feeling appears in the
garden and appears among loved ones. That’s what makes our
Master Gardener family so wondrous itself.
Autumn is a natural time to consider our lives and losses. The
waning of the light and the warmth for an unknown as we
move to winter’s turmoil gives us pause. But, just like the
memories we carry of those opportunities, those treasures,
those loved ones lost to time, there is a certain “compost” if you
will or maybe better certain seeds made of those great kernels
that begin and become new, hopeful, and even a joyful growth
beyond a dark season.

In our hearts, we gardeners know that. -Brad
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President’s Letter, Deborah Smeltzer

continued from page 8

In addition, we need to focus on some near-term challenges within our MG
Program. This is about leadership and taking a turn (or two) to ensure our
programs are funded and our display garden continues to showcase our mission of
outreach and education.
As you know, Sandra Swarbrick has provided outstanding leadership as Garden
Manager of the Discovery Garden for four years. It is now time to give her a
break and identify a few talented MG’s to help fill her shoes. We are developing
new position descriptions for Discovery Garden Manager and three assistant
managers to share responsibility for various aspects of the Garden without making
any one role too big to be attractive to you, our volunteers. Coming soon will be a
request for MG’s to become Garden Manager (with a scaled-back role), External
Liaison Manager, Common Areas Manager, and Workday Asst. Garden Mgr.
Another area of special focus is leadership of our Plant Fair. We have a great
group of team leaders who know their stuff: Laurie Johnson (Plant
House/Perennials); Nancy McMillin & Lin Hoisington (Greenhouse/AnnualsVeg-Flowers); Linda Bachmann (Merchandizing); Cathy Grant & Ann Tate
(Tomatoes); Virgene Link (Cashiers); Gail Messett (Credit & Money
Management); Jerry Sells (Parking); Madelyn Case & Anita Reetz (Vendors);
and Brad Brown (Publicity). Thank you Merle Green & Trish Varrelman (CoChairs), and Glee Blank (Volunteers) for your leadership in 2016 and ongoing
support. For 2017, we need new Plant Fair leadership focus in three areas: Chair
(coordination between the teams), Volunteers, and Transportation.
Please give some serious thought to making a contribution in the coming weeks to
one of these key leadership areas. We need you, our volunteers, to make a
difference with your support for our Skagit County Master Gardener Program as
we continue to be a model for commitment within the Washington State master
gardener community.
Thank you in advance for taking on this leadership challenge & helping our team.
Warmest regards. ~Deborah
No ray of sunlight is ever lost, but the green it wakes into existence needs time
to sprout, and it is not always granted to the sower to live to see the harvest.
All work that is worth anything is done in faith.
-Albert Schweitzer
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2016 SCMG Interns …

Skagit County Master Gardener
Foundation News
Deborah Smeltzer, President

2016 Interns and Mentors at annual celebration potluck. (photo-Brad Brown)

Dear Skagit County Master Gardener Colleagues,

We have had such a terrific year so far in 2016!
We had a great start with the arrival of our Class of 2016 interns who continue to
exhibit high energy and dedication as they speed to their training finish line. A
mild and warm spring brought us an early Tulip Tour season and bountiful plant
offerings to ensure another prosperous Plant Fair.
The Discovery Garden got dressed up big time for our fabulous 20th Birthday
Party through the efforts of so many of you. This event brought more than 400
people, smiling MG’s and our public, who assisted us to re-affirm our mission of
community outreach and education.
2016 INTERNS (not keyed to photo)
Caroline Baldie
Malia Christiansen
Linda Bannerman
Don Glover
Denise Bender
Rin Goble
Cindy Bjorklund
Cathy Grant
Brad Brown
Sharon Hodgdon

Bryan Johnson
Pamela Kopkowski
Tonya Kruger
Gretchen Lillie
Jean Longspaugh

Nathan Lowman
Tom Peebles
Andrea Saxton
Ann Tate

Please remember to record your MG volunteer hours every month.
Why is it important?
1. This data provides valuable support to WSU that demonstrates the impact of the program in
our state and helps ensure funding for the program both at the state and Skagit County level.
2. Recording your hours MONTHLY is a requirement by WSU to maintain your MG certification.
3. Reporting volunteer hours is required by WA State Department of Labor & Industries for WSU
to insure volunteers.

So please help our MG Program and yourself by staying current!

http://ext.wsu.edu/Volunteers/logon.aspx
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Our Anacortes Plant Clinic moved successfully to the farmers’ market and, along
with our Burlington Plant Clinic, we saw an unprecedented number of diagnostic
cases to solve.
Community outreach through our newspaper articles, radio talk shows, Know &
Grow workshops, Outreach Clinics, and our MG booths at the home show and
Skagit County Fair all demonstrated the value of our efforts to educate home
gardeners, young and old.
There is still more to come this year. This fall we re-introduce our Skagit Valley
College home gardening course. In October, we will have an Advanced Training
Workshop with Cass Turnbull.
At present, we are actively recruiting for our Class of 2017 Interns. Please help
get the word out and encourage friends and family to apply to our Skagit County
Master Gardener Program. Applications are due by October 31st, training begins
in January. If you need help or more information, please contact Harriet Custer,
Recruitment Chair, or Alex duPont.
continued on page 11
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Fall is the best time for planting trees and shrubs.
Come to our plant sales to see what native plants we have to offer for your yard.

20 YEARS
YEARS OF
OF DISCOVERY
DISCOVERY
20
Discovery Gardens, July 23, 2016

More than 60 species of trees, shrubs and groundcovers.

Saturday, October 15th

10 am to noon (don’t wait until 11:30!)
Salal Chapter of the Washington Native Plant Society

Display Garden Plant Sale
located immediately south of the Master Gardener Discovery Garden
next to the WSU Research Center (16650 SR 536).
please email the Native Plant Garden Manager, Brenda at nativegarden@fidalgo.net
A list of available species can be seen at:
http://www.wnps.org/include/pages/files/Salal/2016SpringPlantSaleSpeciesList.pdf

December 6, 2016 - 10 Year Anniversary Celebration
of the revitalized WSU NWREC, Mt Vernon
WSU President Schulz
Provost Bernardo
3:30 - 6:30 pm
Tours, Programs
Reception

Research Center
16650 SR 536
(Memorial Hwy)

for more information
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photos from the
collection of
Gloria Williams,
MG 1995

Robin Miller
360/848-6153
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News from other Gardens
A selection of articles from Master
Gardener programs throughout the
country. This edition spotlights the
Oregon State University MG Program
of Washington County and their own
monthly newsletter,
Metro Master Gardener™Newsletter.
February 2015

Contemporary coverage of garden

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/newsletter

OSU Extension Services of Clackamas,
Multnomah, and Washington
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/

by Bob Falconer,
OSU MG Washington Co., Master
Bee Keeping Program

So, you are thinking about getting bees (going beyond mason bees, in particular), trying your hand
at raising honey bees. But why honey bees? This is probably the single most important question to
ask yourself as a potential bee keeper.
What do you expect from the bees?
Becoming a Beekeeper is a two-part article.
People keep bees for various reasons:
Go to their website for the Feb & Mar issues.
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/metro/sites/default
1. A lot of bee keepers want one or
/files/february_2016_mg_newsletter_2116.pdf
more of the products of the hive.
Most beginners want honey.
2. Pollination: Honey bees are excellent pollinators and can help with the pollination of your fruit
trees or vegetable garden.
3. Observation: Another good reason to keep bees (or shall we say host a colony), is that honey
bees are fascinating to learn about and watch as they function as individuals, and collectively
as a super organism obtaining all the raw materials the colony needs from their environment.
Additional important considerations
- Your health and strength: Are you allergic to bee venom? No one enjoys getting stung but about
10 percent of the population has dire reactions to bee venom. Believe me, you will get stung, but
practicing good bee keeping habits reduces this to a rarity. Your job as beekeeper is to anticipate
the bee’s needs and act accordingly. Hive boxes filled with bees and particularly with honey are
heavy. At times, you’ll need to lift 30- 80 pounds.
- The law: Is it legal to keep bees in your neighborhood? Consult your local municipal government
and HOA organizations for permits, limitations, and restrictions.
- Physical and time requirements: How willing are you to devote not only your time but physical energy
to the management of a beehive? Bees are not domesticated. They get by just fine without our help, as is
shown by feral colonies that have set up housekeeping in barns, houses, and hollow trees.
- Your budget: Finally, bee keeping is not cheap. Purchase of new equipment can run upwards of
$300.00 per hive, not including protective gear, tools, and extraction equipment if honey is desired.
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Early signage announcing creation of Discovery Garden

Julie Hubner, MG 1995
Coordinated garden development

Dr Wilbur “Andy” Anderson
NWREC station director 1996
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7. Favorite flower, plant, shrub, tree?

10 Questions for Diana Wisen

Too numerous to even begin to list. I love fragrance, color, especially pink,
blue, purple, and white, and I love the cottage garden look. Favorite shrubs
are pieris, sarcococca, Styrax japonicus, Virburnun carlesii, and many
more. Flowers: delphinums, roses, oriental lilies, agapanthus, sweet peas
start the list. And most blue flowers. Trees- hemlocks, crabapples in
bloom, stewartia, Chamaecyparis obtussa - Hinoki False cypress come to
mind right away. I love most viburnums, but the last 2 years the viburnum
leaf beetle has devastated 3 of my varieties so I may take them out. Makes
Viburnum opulus fruit
me very sad.
Wouter Hagens on Wikipedia

2015 Harvey M. Hutchings
Outstanding Service Award Recipient
1. What does this award mean to you?
People working together to support the Master Gardener program mission of
helping people be better gardeners and stewards of the environment. Our
whole group is honored with this award because we support each other in the
program.
2. How did you get involved in gardening?
I’m from generations of gardeners, particularly on my mother’s side. My
great-grandfather was a gardener at Windsor Castle. My grandmother
introduced me to flower gardening when I was about 8 or 9. I’ve always
gardened. I ‘have’ to!
3. How did you get involved in the MG program?
When I lived in Tacoma I called the MG office with a problem and they were so helpful and so
nice about it, I thought to myself, “some day I would like to do that”. When my children were out
on their own and I had the time I took the training in Pierce County. It opened a whole new world
to me.
4. What is the best thing about the Master Gardener program?
The people in our group. And our mission . The combination really fits who I am. People with a
sense of purpose that makes the community a better place for everyone. Some of the nicest, most
caring people I know are Skagit Master Gardeners.
5. Can you share one or more of your funniest/saddest/ weirdest gardening stories?
Funniest: Listening to MGs trying to outdo each other as to who has killed the most plants.
Saddest: When I was 5 years old my dad made me weed and thin 2 long rows of carrot seedlings
all by myself. It was very hard to do and I vowed then I would never give a young child such a
difficult task and that I would never make a child do something that I didn’t want to do myself. I
have stuck to that vow all my life.
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6. What can you say to inspire potential gardeners?
Dig right in! Start with a piece of your yard (or patio/porch) that you see all the time and make
it beautiful to YOU. Never worry about failure. You learn from it and there is always next
season. Buy good tools that fit you¬ (underscore the you). Learn to like weeding and
grooming or else hire someone to do it for you. There is nothing wrong with that! Get rid of
plants that are sickly or that you don’t like for one reason or another.

8. Where were you born, raised?
Seattle, then moved to Shaw Island while in high school. Huge change for
our family to take on a farm. I learned to drive a tractor before a car,
hand- wired hundreds of bales of hay, and worked hard 7 days a week.
Hardest part for me was the isolation and no people my age. All my friends were in Seattle
having great fun all summer. Now I love farm life, but I didn’t then. How we change!
9. What year did you become an MG ? 1991
10. Change is the theme of this year of the Garden.
What does this mean to you in relation to
gardening and the MG program.
Someone once said: If you don’t grow, you rot like a
tomato. All of our life we are meant to grow and
learn, and change is part of that process. The Master
Gardener program helps all of us change for the better
if we take it to heart, whether it is working in the
Discovery Garden, doing clinics and outreach
projects or serving with others on committees. I have
learned something from every one of our Master
Gardeners. It is inspiring to be a part of this
wonderful group. I count myself very fortunate.
pieris japonica bloom by First Light on Wikipedia

LATE NEWS!
2015 Hutchins Award winner, Dianna Wisen, was notified that she has received the
2016 Master Gardener of the Year for Washington State. This award acknowledges her
significant contributions to the program at a state level over a period of several years.
This award is made yearly by the Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State and
is highly competitive.
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