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Ask the Master Gardener
September 26, 2004
WSU/Skagit County Extension: 428-4270

Plant spring flower bulbs, starting with daffodils, crocus, Siberian squills, glory-of-the-snow
(Chionodoxa), dwarf irises, hyacinths, Anemone blanda and species tulips.
Pansies, wallflowers, forget-me-not and Brompton stocks are fine gardening companions for
bulbs, especially good to set over tulip and daffodil bulbs.
Continue deadheading flowers and weeding. Unless the rains come early the garden will need
long, slow waterings to supply plants with adequate moisture at their deepest roots.
As the weather cools, dig and divide congested or overgrown perennials, or reposition perennial
plants while their appearance and dimensions are clear. Plant new perennials this month.
September is an ideal lawn seeding month. The ground remains warm for rapid germination of
the grass seed, while cooling weather allows for easier maintenance of an evenly moist soil
surface.
Weed around Brussels sprouts plants. Then top their root area with a layer of compost to preserve
soil moisture.
Bring house plants that have summered outdoors back into the house. Clean them well first, and
make sure they are free of pests.
Earth up leeks and celery.
Pot spring flower bulbs for indoor bloom during the winter. Store the pots in a dark place. Pot
prepared hyacinth bulbs before the middle of the month for bloom at Christmas.
Plant pansies, wallflowers, primulas, flowering kale and cabbage, Brompton stocks and forgetme-not into garden beds and containers.
As soon as the fruit is harvested, prune the plum trees.
Keep hanging basket and planter flowers groomed by clipping off dead flowers and plant parts.
Lift onion bulbs once the tops have withered. Dry the bulbs well in a warm, dry, sunny location
for about 10 days, and store in a cool, dark, dry place.
Lift and compost annual flower and vegetable plants that have finished producing.

The information provided in this news release is for education purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is
made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied. Cooperative
Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
This column is written by Washington State University/Skagit County certified Master Gardeners. Questions may be submitted to
WSU/Skagit County Cooperative Extension, 306 S. First Street, Mount Vernon, WA 98273-3805.
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