Hanging Baskets


At this point in our northwest spring, it is usually warm enough to put out hanging baskets full of colorful spring and summer-blooming plants.  Just a basket or two with one of the seemingly endless possible combinations of flowers and foliage will brighten your porch, deck, or patio all season long and even into the fall.


To enjoy beautiful hanging baskets, it’s important to get them off to the right start.  Your first decision will be what type of container to use.  Choices include wire baskets with moss or coco fiber liners; other porous baskets such as those made of rattan or willow, terra cotta pots, and wooden containers.  Whatever you choose, be sure to use a hanger (whether chain, rope, or wire) that is sturdy enough to hold the weight of a container full of wet soil and plants.  A swivel hook attached to the top of the hanger will make it easy to rotate the pot so your plants will get light from all sides.


To get your plants off to a good start, use a high-quality potting soil that contains a water-retaining substance, such as vermiculite.  If the soil mix doesn’t include a fertilizer, mix in a slow-release brand, following package directions.


In selecting plants for your hanging basket, you might want to choose a style or theme, such as all annuals, succulents, or tropicals.  It’s also a good idea to plan some kind of a color scheme ahead of time.  Do you like contrasting colors, such as yellows and purples?  What about the many shades of one favorite color, such as pink?  Be sure to choose both upright and trailing plants for variety and interest.


Now you’re home from the nursery with your selections and ready to plant.  Fill top-planted containers about three-quarters full with potting mix.  Arrange unpotted plants on the soil, with trailers around the edge, and them fill gently with more mix.  For layered containers (such as wire baskets), put a shallow level of soil in the container and them poke holes through the liner every three inches or so.  Now push the roots of the first layer’s plants through so they rest on top of the soil level.  Cover the roots of these plants with soil to establish a new level, continuing on until your container is about three-quarters full.  Finish by filling the rest of the basket with soil and planting the top layer.  At this point, be sure to water any and all containers thoroughly!


As the season progresses, keep the soil in your baskets moist, but not soggy.  Check the containers frequently in warm weather to make sure your plants are not drying out.  To promote nonstop bloom, you may want to use a water-soluble fertilizer designed for flowers beginning around July 1.  Always follow package directions carefully, and enjoy!

