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 Charting Your Path 
 

Smart phones provide all sorts of information from facts to maps at our fingertips.  What happens when 

the battery dies, there is no service, or if it fell into the creek on your ride.  How do you get back home 

or camp sight?  What obstacles are between you and your destination?  Find out by using a paper map. 

Objective:  Using a paper map, learn how to plot a route.  Whether it is looking at traffic patterns for a 

quick trip to the grocery store, taking a fun ride using bike paths, or 

identifying obstacles for a trail ride.  

Project: Bicycles- Bingo, Day 17 

Ages: 1st-12th Grade 

Time: 1 hour-2 hours  

Supplies:  

• Map of the area to ride- (a printed a map is fine)  

• Pencil w/eraser & Pen 

• Paper or computer 

Activity Directions: 

• Pick a destination.  It could be a park, school, pool, or wherever you wish. 

• Make sure to get permission from your parents before heading off on any adventure. 

• Using the map of the area, locate the starting point (home, school, camp site, etc.). 

• On the same map, located the ending point. 

• Using the pencil, lightly trace each possible route from the beginning at the start point and 

ending at the chosen destination. 

• Find the keys on the map.  They will identify the symbols for roads (paved, gravel, etc.), railroads, 

and bridges.  Find the distance scale and the compass which show North. 

• Look over each route and identify main streets, construction, bike paths, hills, road types and 

other obstacles. 

• If you are unfamiliar with the route, ask someone who has experience with it for assistance.  

Consider taking a walk with an adult or take a quick car ride to scout out the route. 

• Once you have identified traffic flows, obstacles, and other possible challenges, plot the final 

route on the map in pen. 

• Write down the directions from start to finish.  (Example, 1. Leave the house and turn right on… 

2. Go to the end of the block and turn left on Stone St., etc.)  Be as detailed as you can. 

• When you have completed the directions and map, ask for permission to try out the route.  Make 

sure to take your map, directions, water and a parent, sibling, or friend with you.  

Facilitation Questions: 

• How well did you plan out your route?  Did you find anything you missed in the directions or 

obstacles when planning the route? 

• Think of a few instances when being able to read a paper map would be helpful? 

• Have you ever been in a situation where you GPS/Map app gave you the wrong directions? 

• Look at a map of any state.  Using a ruler along with the distance scale, choose five cities and 

estimate the miles between them. 


