
 

 

Straw Rockets 

Aerospace is a multibillion-dollar industry which encompasses everything from aviation (airplanes) to 

space travel.  Discover how each component of a rocket affects everything from function to flight. 

Project: Aerospace 

Objective:  Learn the parts of a rocket including nose cone, fins, and how thrust works to launch a 

rocket into space. 

Ages: 1st-8th Grades  

Time: 30 mins- 1 hour 

Supplies: 

• 2 Drinking Straw- one small, one large (The 

smaller straw must fit into the larger straw) 

• Stickers/Labels 

• Scissor 

Activity Directions: 

1. Take the large straw out of the paper wrapper. 

2. Using the stickers/labels create a nose cone by attaching the label or sticker to one end of the 

larger straw.  The nose cone needs to seal the end of the straw and prevent air from escaping. 

3. Using stickers/labels create fins and attach them between the center and other end of the 

straw.  Remember to leave this end of the straw open. 

4. Decorate your rocket using any extra stickers/labels.  This will help with identification. 

To Launch: 

1. Take the smaller straw out of the paper wrapper. 

2. Insert the smaller straw into the open end of the larger straw. 

3. Using your amazing lung power, hold the smaller straw and place your lips on the open end of the 

smaller straw and blow. 

4. Make sure you are not holding the larger straw or have not pushed the smaller straw too far in. 

Facilitation Questions: 

• What will happen if you change the style of the fins? 

• What is the purpose of the nose cone? 

• Make a target and see how far the rocket will launch and how accurate it is. 

• Experiment with the rocket to make it fly further and/or straighter. 



• What jobs are involved in the aerospace industry? 


