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Generations 
We have all heard the term “reproducing like rabbits” but what does that actually mean?  Animals and 

humans rely on new life to continue their families.  Each animal is unique in the way they produce 

offspring. 

Objective:  Identify the gestational period, birth type, average number of babies and life span of an 

animal.  Learn how many generations can be produced in a year and over the lifetime of an animal. 

Project: Animal Science- Bingo Day 14 

Ages: 3rd -12th Grade 

Time: 1-2 hours 

Supplies:  

• Large paper or tag board (tape some sheets 

together if needed) 

• Pencil or Pen 

• Research options- Books, computer, etc. 

• Coloring tools- Optional 

Activity Directions: 

1. Choose an animal. This can be a 4-H project animal or an animal you are interested in.  Remember, 

4-H offers lots of animal projects including amphibians, reptiles, pocket pets, fish, and insects. 

2. Research the gestational cycle of a baby (how long before its born), how babies are born (live 

birth, eggs, etc.), average number of births (singles, twins, litters, etc.) and the average life span 

of the animal. 

3. Make sure to title your poster or paper with the name of your animal.   

4. Down the side of the paper, draw a straight line (timeline) and add 10-15 years to the timeline.  

Record the average number of years the animal lives.  In pencil, draw lines across the paper to 

indicate your yearly increments.  Add monthly increments as needed. 

5. Draw a circle or square in the middle of the top of the page opposite of your timeline.  Add the 

words “1st” generation into the shape. 

6. Draw the appropriate number of lines (average number of births) off the first generation for the 

second generation.  Label these with 2nd generations and mark the time that passed or gestation 

period (days or months). 

7. Beginning with the first generation again, add another group of babies aligning with the 

appropriate passage of time. 

8. Continue to add generations based on the gestation cycle of your animal.  See how many 

generations can be born in a year, five years and throughout the breeding cycle of your animal. 

9. Optional: create a similar timeline to see how quickly one animal can turn into a heard of animals.  

Instead of adding each generation to the first, add the “average number” of babies to the 

subsequent generations.  Look up the average number of females to male ration for each birth. 
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Facilitation Questions: 

• What is a gestational cycle?  How long does it last for your animal? 

• How many offspring can one mother reproduce in her lifetime? 

• How long does a baby stay with its mother? 

• What is the average number of offspring producing years for your animal?   

• Why is it important to know how often an animal can reproduce? 

• Does your animal have any restrictions that affect how often it goes into heat (ex. temperature, 

seasons, etc.) 

• What is the survival rate of your animal’s babies?  How many will live past a day, month, year, 

etc.? 


