
 

        Animal Breed ID 

Animals are a big part of our lives from teeny-tiny insects that eat plant matter to pets that help us 

cope.  Understanding how animals are identified is something we learn at a young age beginning with a 

cow, sheep, dog, cat, etc.   

Objective:  Learn how to further identify animals through breed common language and their Latin names 

(genius and species).  

Project: Animal Science- Bingo Day 3 

Ages: 1st-12th Grade 

Time: 1-2 hours 

Supplies:  

• Sturdy Paper (Cardstock, construction paper, tag board, etc.)  

• Regular paper (optional) 

• Pencil with eraser  

• Colored pens, pencils, or crayons 

• Scissors 

• Drawing supplies, magazines, computer &/or printer 

• Hanging apparatus for a mobile (optional) 

Activity Directions: 

1. Choose an animal.  This can be a 4-H project animal or an animal you are interested in.  Remember, 

4-H offers lots of animal projects including amphibians, reptiles, pocket pets, fish, and insects. 

2. Using the internet, magazines, books, etc.  locate 10 different breeds of the same animal. 

3. Identify some of the major and minor differences, to help you identify their breeds. 

4. Identify their Latin names using genius and species. 

5. Using whichever materials you choose, make a mobile, picture book, or poster with them. 

6. Each picture should include the correct markings and include the common name, genius, and 

species and two interesting facts about each breed. 

7. To complete a mobile, use a hanger, wire, wood, or other items that can be shaped or hold their 

shape.  

8. For a picture book, think about how you can bind the pages. 

9. Be creative with this project and choose your own method of display.  

Facilitation Questions: 

• How many different breeds are there of your chosen animal? 

• Are new breeds being recognized?  What breeds were crossed to make the new breed? 

• What types of food does your animals prefer? 

• How often do they eat (all day, once a day, every day, once a week, etc.)? 

• Is it legal to “own” this animal in your state, county, city? 


