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Welcome to our newsletter

Welcome to our first ‘Gardening in Pend Oreille’ Newsletter of 2016. We are hoping to
connect with residents of Pend
Oreille County and share bits of
information about gardening in
this area. Pend Oreille County
is made up of many micro-climates. Hopefully we can help
those interested in gardening
(of any kind) and learn about

their particular micro-climate
and enjoy gardening in it. We
plan to cover all the different
aspects of gardening and many
of the different things that affect
gardening. We plan to come out
four times a year, at the beginning of each season.
This newsletter will often
have listings of up coming

classes on gardening and related events plus news from the
local Weed Board and conferences at the Camus Center.
The subscription to our
newsletter is free and sent to
you online. We can snail-mail
if you do not have email. Hope
you enjoy it.

Wood Ash

By Eloise Opp

about wood ash:

You have cleaned
the ash from your wood
stove or fireplace, what
do you do with the ash?
Wood ash can be useful
in the compost pile or
as a pest repellent and
is a valuable source of
lime, potassium and
trace elements. Since
wood ash is derived
from plant material, it
contains most of the
13 essential nutrients
the soil must supply
for plant growth. Facts

Where soils are
acidic and low in potassium, wood ash
is beneficial to most
garden plants except
acid-loving plants such
as blueberries and rhododendrons.
The fertilizer value
of wood ash depends
on the type of wood
you burn. Generally hardwoods contain
higher nutritional value
than softwoods.

1-1.5 pounds of
wood ash is recommended per rose bush
or shrub. Spread the
ash evenly around
moist soil and rake in
gently, not disturbing
the plant roots.
When wood ash is
placed in a compost
pile it helps maintain a
neutral condition, the
best environment to
help microorganisms
break down organic
material. Ash adds

Pandi Gruver

nutrients to compost.
Do not apply ash to
the potato bed because
the ash may promote
potato scab.
Do not apply to new
seeds because the ash
contains too many salts.
Do not add ash
along with high nitrogen fertilizers, the result
may produce ammonia
gas.
Wear eye protection
See page 3

Master Gardener Class Schedule

(All classes held at WSU/Pend Oreille County Extension Office Meeting Room from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Unless indicated as
(*Camas Center from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.)

Thursday, February 11 ..................................................................................................................Seed Germination
Tuesday, March 1 .......................................................................Growing and Pruning Fruit Trees (*Camas Center)
Tuesday, March 8 .............................................................................Blueberries w/ Stan Urmann (*Camas Center)
Thursday, March 10 ....................................Landscaping Tuesday March 29 Grafting Fruit Trees (*Camas Center)
Thursday, April 14 ..............................................................................................................................................Soils
Saturday, April 2........................................................ Pollinators with Billie Bevers Riverside Station Fire District #4
Pollinator Class postponed—date to be announced)
Tuesday, April 26 ............................................ Extending the Growing Season/Seed Germination (*Camas Center)
Saturday, April 30........................................................................................................... Master Gardener Plant Sale
Thursday, May 12....................................................................................................... How to Prepare a Garden Bed
Thursday, June 9 .................................................................................................................................. Drip Irrigation
Thursday, July 14 ...................................................................................................................Fire-wise Landscaping
Sunday, August 7 ...................................................................................Master Gardener 25th Annual Garden Tour
Thursday, August 11................................................................................ Garden to Table Gardening/Cooking Class
Thursday, September 8 ................................................................................................................ Garden Preserves
Saturday, October 8 ....................................................................................................................... Practical Pruning
Thursday, October 13........................................................................................... Preparing Your Garden for Winter

Noxious Weeds:

or dig up and dispose
of plants and roots. SeNoxious weeds are
lective herbicide coninvasive plants that
are so aggressive they
Orange hawkweed, trol can be effective on
large, well-established
harm our local ecosys- Class B, at first looks
infestations. Control
tems or disrupt agricul- like a pretty orange
tural production. These wildflower however, it orange hawkweed early
so that it does not get
plants crowd out the
is an aggressive comnative species that fish petitor that overwhelms out of control.
and wildlife depend on. pastures. Infestations
It is important to
There are 3 classes of
can become extremely know the noxious
noxious weeds. Class
dense and form a thick weeds that may be
A weeds are newcom- carpet. The flowers
growing in your backers and are often found are 1 inch across and
yard. There is a bookonly in a few places in look like dandelions.
let available at our loour state. Class B are
cal extension that will
For small patches the
abundant in some areas simplest method of
help people identify
of the state, but absent control is to hand-pull the weeds. The public
By Eloise Opp

or rare in others. Class
C weeds are widespread.
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can pick this booklet
up at the Extension Office.
Reference from: Noxious
Weeds That Harm Washington State published by
the Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board
(available at the Extension
Office)

Photo by: Joey Ramone

Undercover: News from the Greenhouse
By Eloise Opp

March:

The sun is peaking
through the clouds
and it is 70 degrees…
in my greenhouse.
This time of year I
can hardly wait to
get plants started in
my greenhouse, but
I notice some green
algae growth and a
few dead bugs! Now
is the time for a thorough cleaning of your
greenhouse to prevent
pests and diseases
and to get rid of algae
growth.
Clean your greenhouse as early as possible when it is empty
or between growing
cycles.
Wash walls with
water and a sponge
working from the top
down. Then use pressure from the hose to
rinse.
A soap and water
solution or cleaning
product specifically
for greenhouses can
be applied if there
is a lot of algae/
moss growth or if the
greenhouse is very
dirty.

Get rid of weeds
and vegetal waste
from the floor, which
if left may generate
disease or contain
parasites.

Clean used pots in
a solution of 1 part
bleach to 10 parts
water by soaking
them for 20 minutes.
Throw away pots that
have been contaminated by disease.
Your greenhouse
is now ready for the
next growing cycle.

April/May

I have successfully put my seedling
starts in an unheated
greenhouse at the end
of April. If I put the
starts in after the first
leaves have formed I
do not need to harden
them off before I put
them in the greenhouse. In my opinion
the plants are healthier and stronger. If the
night temperatures dip
below 32 degrees in
the greenhouse, cover
the plants with row
covers.

appearing, immediately wash with soap
and water, an insecticidal soap or spray
the plants gently with
water to knock off the
pests.

occur dispose of the
plant and container to
keep the fungus from
spreading to other
plants.

Keep a greenhouse
journal. Record high
Seedlings are vul- and low temperature,
dates that you started
nerable to a disease
seedlings, success
known as “damping
and failures of geroff” where the stem
mination, variety of
topples over at the
seeds planted, waterground line. It is
caused by the fungus ing schedule, amount
of water applied and
Rhizoctonia solani.
Excess moisture, high amendments. Include
temperature and poor pictures, pest problems and solutions.
light weakens plants
and makes them more Your notes will be
fond memories as
susceptible to this
well as a valuable tool
fungus. Sanitation
to help you plan for
helps prevent damping off, but if it should next year.

Wood Ash
From page 1

and don’t scatter ashes on windy days.
Never leave ash in lumps or piles because if it
is concentrated in one place excessive salts from
the ash could leave an environment harmful to
plants.

Referenced from Carol Savonen, Oregon State Extension

GARDENING IN PEND OREILLE
is published four times per year by WSU/Pend
Oreille County Extension, Newport WA 99156

Publication is through a staff/team effort:
Watch for insects
Dixie Chichester, Eloise Opp, Pandi Gruver
and disease. If you
and contributing writers. To subscribe please
notice aphid or critters call Extension at 509-447-2401.
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REVIEWS

WSU Extension Classes:
By Eloise Opp

Blueberries:

Stan Urmann, owner of Riley Creek
Blueberry Farm, presented an informative
and interesting class on blueberry production at the Camus Center March 8th. His 5
acre farm in LaClede produces over 65,000
pounds of blueberries annually. Blueberries
require acidic soil and need to be fertilized
each spring with a high nitrogen fertilizer. He
recommends 1 gallon of water per bush each
day during the summer. Blueberry bushes also
need to be pruned every year to keep plants
healthy. Most importantly understand your
garden site and soil so your plants will get the
correct water and fertilizer to grow healthy
blueberries.

Shop Local

WSU Master Gardener Coordinator Dixie Chichester presented the class “Landscaping Ala Pend
Oreille County” March 10th at the Newport Extension Office. She stressed the importance of making a
landscape plan, choosing plants wisely and planning
supportive elements in the garden. By following
these guidelines a homeowner can avoid common
and often costly mistakes. At the end of the class
attendees had the opportunity to apply these skills
giving input to the Master Gardeners for their new
Demo Garden located west of the Extension Office.
Don’t miss out on the Extension classes. They
are loaded with information to improve your gardening skills. More classes are offered this spring. Call
the Extension Office at 447-2401 to preregister for a
class.

Master Gardener Training

what vendors will be
selling. The variety
The Pend Oreille
Farmers Market opens along with produce
may include baked
May 14th by the
goods, doggie treats,
Gazebo/Chamber of
art, and jewelry.
Commerce Bld. and
operates every Satur- Come early for the
day through the end of best selection, greet
October from 9 A.M. your neighbors and
to 1:00 P.M. Expect welcome the visitors
to find many bedding who just can’t resist
stopping at the market
plants and excellent
produce grown in our on their drive through
area. The rule is that Newport. Maybe you
have extras from your
everything must be
garden or a craft to
made by the vendor,
not resold as in a flea sell. Consider being a
part of the local marmarket. It’s a surprise each market day ket.

By Eloise Opp

Landscaping

By Eloise Opp

Master Gardener
Training is open to the
public. You can sign up at
any time just contact:
Dixie Chichester
4-H and Master Gardener Program
Coordinator
Washington State University
Extension/Pend Oreille County
227 Garden Avenue
P.O. Box 5045
Newport WA 99156
509 447-6453
d.chichester@wsu.edu
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The Ravenous Gypsy Moth Not Welcome Here
By Dixie Chichester

The voracious Gypsy Moth, who can eat its way through entire swaths of trees, has not posed
problems in Eastern Washington… yet. However, the State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)
will, again, be setting traps in our area to attract and
capture Gypsy Moths that may be “visiting” local forests
just to make sure that no populations have become
established here. The WSDA doesn’t want to take any
chances that this forest pest insect, mistakenly introduced
into the U.S. by a French naturalist in the 1860s,
permanently takes up residence anywhere in the state.
“We have seen the damage done to the environment and
economy in the 19 states in the East and Midwest where
permanent populations exist. We don’t want that to occur
in Washington”.
Gypsy Moth Trap
In the opinion of the Washington State Department of Agriculture, the Gypsy Moth is the “most
damaging forest insect pest ever introduced into North America”. In states where the moth is
established, mostly in the Northeast, infestations can defoliate entire stands of trees in
neighborhoods, parks, and state and national forests. And, unfortunately, Gypsy moths have
been detected every year in the State of Washington since 1977. But due careful monitoring
and eighty-five treatments over the last 39 years there has never been a permanent population
of the gypsy moth in our state.
Two kinds of gypsy moths have been detected in Washington: the European gypsy moth and
the Asian gypsy moth. The European gypsy moths are usually brought to Washington State by
people who move here from infected areas in Eastern and Mid-Western states and import
hidden egg masses on their outdoor furniture, firewood, dog houses, etc. The Asian gypsy
moths arrive here mostly on shipping containers coming from infested areas of Asia and
Europe. The Asian moth actually provides a greater threat to our area because the females can
fly, spreading egg masses quickly and because they, unlike the European gypsy moth, will feed
on conifer trees, especially larch, hemlock and spruce.
So what can we do to make sure this moth does not infest our forests? Allow the Department
of Agriculture to place traps on your property. If you have just moved here from an infested
state, do a self-inspection for gypsy moths. A self-inspection checklist can be obtained at:
www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/fsheet_faq_notice/fs_phgypsymoth.pdf and, be informed.

See page 6
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From page 5

Read “The Gypsy Moth in Washington State: A Gypsy Moth Primer available at
http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/docs/325-gypsyMothPrimer.pdf
Learn how to identify the caterpillar. The gypsy moth caterpillars are often mistaken for our
more common and less destructive tent caterpillars. Western Tent caterpillars have rows of
orange patches along their back.

Western Tent Caterpillar

Gypsy Moth Caterpillar

Gypsy Moth Egg Mass

Gypsy moth caterpillars are grayish with five pairs of blue spots and six pairs of red spots along
their backs. Also, the Gypsy Moth caterpillar does not build web tents like the Western Tent
caterpillar, but, instead, lays egg masses about the size of a quarter. The masses are golden or
buff colored and look velvety.
If you believe you have gypsy moths on your property immediately contact the WSU/Pend
Oreille County Extension office at 509 447-2401 or call the gypsy moth toll-free hotline at 1800-443-6684.
Information and photos from Washington Department of Agriculture

Annual Plant Sale
Master Gardeners of Pend Oreille County
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or Until Sold Out
Stratton Elementary Gym
1201 W 5th Street
Newport, WA
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Local Master Gardeners Begin Work
on New Demonstration Garden
In 2015, the WSU/Pend Oreille County Master Gardeners were the winners of the King County
Master Foundation’s Ellen A’Key Grant and were awarded $1500 to help renovate the
greenhouse and garden located on County property in Newport off of Circle Drive just west of
the WSU/Pend Oreille County Extension offices. The emphasis of this newly planned
Demonstration Garden will be educating the community about
growing food but the garden will also display educational plots “The Pend Oreille
pertaining to native plants, water-wise gardening, pollinators,
County Master
and other topics important to our local gardeners.
Associated gardening classes have already begun and will
involve class participants with hands-on experience in all
phases of gardening and landscaping as the garden is
developed over a three year period. On March 8, during the
“Landscaping ala Pend Oreille” class at the Extension Office,
24 community members used their newly learned design
techniques and spent time providing input and design ideas for
the new garden. Some of the ideas included a pollinator
garden, an outdoor classroom, compost bins, a produce
washing station, fruit trees, picnic tables, bird baths, herb
garden, native garden, benches, and yard art, along with plenty
of vegetable garden beds. All food raised in the garden will be
donated to community food banks.

Gardeners are very
grateful to have this
support from the King
County Master
Gardener Foundation
but we will also need a
lot of support from our
own community.”
Dixie Chichester
WSU/Pend Oreille County
Master Gardener Coordinator

Renovation started last fall when the Pend Oreille County
maintenance crew, using heavy equipment, scraped the grass and weeds to help the Master
Gardeners prepare the garden bed for this spring. Repairing and/or replacing fencing; installing
a proper gate; building additional garden beds, compost bins and vertical gardening structures,
amending soil and installing educational signs and displays are also on the “To Do” list. The
Grizzly Discovery Center students from Newport
High School’s after-school program construction
class have volunteered to build the entrance gate,
an arbor, the compost bins, benches and several
garden trellises.
The current development plan calls for
renovating the garden over a three year period
with the estimated costs for the first year being
$2727.00. The second year will require an
estimated $1920.00 and the final and third phase
will cost around $1220.00.
page 7

Will you join us and become a sponsor of our
WSU/Pend Oreille County Master Gardener
Demonstration Garden?

PLEASE DONATE ONE OR MORE
OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS!
DEMONSTRATION GARDEN WISH LIST
Wheelbarrow
Lumber and hardware
Garden hose repair kit
Pavers / flagstones
Yard and Garden art
Bird bath
Top soil
Floating Row Cover
Wire cattle panels
Garden shovel
Garden pruning tools
Irrigation/Plumbing services
Fencing services
Metal fence posts
Fence hardware
Materials and Printing for
educational signs

Garden hoses
Drip Irrigation materials and supplies
Hose sprinklers and spray nozzles
Bricks
Landscape rocks
Bird and Bat houses
Soil amendments
PVC pipe
Landscaping stones
Garden rake
Garden hand tools
Electrical services
General labor services
Fencing wire
Concrete
Specific plants and seeds

And of course, we always appreciate donated dollars that will
allow us to purchase items that are not donated.
All items donated to our non-profit Master Gardener Foundation are tax deductible.

Any community member or business wishing to donate materials, additional funding or
volunteer time to the new demonstration garden should contact Dixie at 509 447-6453 or e-mail
d.chichester@wsu.edu

Thank you for your support.
PEND OREILLE COUNTY EXTENSION

Pend Oreille County Extension

PO Box 5045, Newport, WA 99156 • 509-447-2401
http://ext100.wsu.edu/pendoreille
WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension Office. Reasonable accommodations will be made for persons with disabilities and special
needs who contact Mike Jensen, m.jensen@wsu.edu at 227 S. Garden Avenue, 509 447-2401 at least two weeks prior to the event.
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