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Welcome to our Summer Edition of “Gardening in Pend Oreille”

2011 Garden Tour
Town and Country Gardens
Sunday, August 7
This is the 20th year the Master Gardeners of Pend Oreille County will host this Tour. There
are town gardens, country gardens, a wonderfully designed play area for kids, vegetable
garden, and outdoor kitchen, to name a few things. The Pend Oreille County Museum in Newport is also one of our
featured stops. Their gardens are not to be missed and you get the benefit of seeing the museum artifacts too! Last year,
a scavenger hunt was featured for the first time. This will also be included with this year’s tour. A garden themed quilt
was created to honor the milestone of 20 years. It will be on display along with other quilts, at the dinner site. Some
local vendors / artists will have their wares on display in selected gardens. A Sunday Chicken dinner with various sides,
dessert and beverages catered by Janet of Cusick Tavern completes the day. The dinner is $10.00. Dinner reservations
and payment need to be received at the Extension office by July 29, 2011. The garden tour is $10.00. Walk-ups for the
“tour only” are always welcome and may be purchased between 12:30 and 1:30 at the Extension office the day of the
tour. It should be a fun day. You may get additional information by calling the Pend Oreille County Extension office,
447-2401 or by going to their website, where you can download the registration form at http: //pendoreille.wsu.edu/mg/
index.html

Why go on a Garden Tour?
By Carol Mack
Those wonderful garden tours keep coming, thanks to our WSU Master Gardener volunteers who line them up for
us each year. We gardeners face many challenges in Pend Oreille County including our weather (especially this year),
soils, wildlife, and pests. But each year we get proof that successful gardens are very possible in spite of it all. As
always, gardeners find lots to learn by looking at other gardens. The gracious, hard-working hosts are generally available,
and here are a few questions we’ve overheard in the past:
“How do you get vegetables to grow so well on this clay soil?”
“The deer ate all my flowers—why aren’t they eating yours?”
“How long did it take to set up your drip system?”
“What kind of fertilizer do you use for those?”
Past tour participants have listed many practical tips they’ve learned that have made an impact on the
way they garden. Some of the specific topics include pocket gopher control, raided bed construction, season extenders,
dealing with aphids and other insects, drip irrigation vs. sprinklers, successful varieties of flowers, fruits and vegetables
for our area, and ways to make an income by gardening.
However, as all gardeners know, the total of any garden is equal to way more than the sum of the parts.
Even if we all grew exactly the same plants, each garden would be completely different. It is hard to quantify or even
describe, but this is what keeps gardeners signing up for tours year after year.
“Inspirational!” “I get so many new ideas!” “I come home recharged and energized.” I plan my summer around
them!” –Just a few of the comments from happy customers.
Please join us this year for another wonderful season of Pend Oreille gardens.

Drip Irrigation – Just a Passing Fad?
By Dixie Chichester
As gardeners, we are always on the lookout for gizmos and gadgets that
will allow us to save time and money while increasing the garden bounty or the
beauty of our yards. A drip irrigation system seems to be one of those gizmos
that is gaining more and more popularity. Hardware stores and garden centers
alike are quickly increasing shelf space and expanding inventories of tubing,
emitters and all sorts of drip irrigation components to meet the needs of today’s
homeowners and gardeners. But one wonders if drip irrigation is just a passing fad,
or if it is really as good as the manufacturers claim.
Actually, drip irrigation is not new. It was discovered long ago that slow, regular delivery of water directly to root
zones resulted in healthy plants with optimum growth. In ancient times, people in the Middle East buried clay pots filled
with water next to trees so that water slowly filtered through the clay directly to the tree roots. It is a method of drip
irrigation that is still used today in some third world countries. In the 1800s, farmers in Afghanistan were the first to use
clay pipes (early versions of today’s soaker hose) to deliver water to crops. It wasn’t until the 1950s and the invention
of plastics that drip irrigation really became practical. And, when Symcha Blass of Israel invented the non-clogging
emitter, drip irrigation systems finally became truly efficient.
The benefits of drip irrigation are many. Simply put, drip systems save lots of water. Most manufacturers claim that
these systems are 30-50% more efficient than standard irrigation systems; some claim up to 70%. Here is why. When
correctly planned and installed, drip systems deliver water only to the root zones of the desired plants. They don’t water
driveways, sidewalks, paths or bare soil and they don’t water weeds. (Due to that fact, gardens with drip systems actually
see reduced weed growth.) Water drops are not sprayed through the air as in standard sprinkler systems but are delivered
directly onto the soil where they have little chance to evaporate. The drops of water are delivered slowly and absorbed
into the soil, thus there is never any run-off or soil erosion. Plants receive the ideal amounts of water at the ideal rate
and don’t suffer the stress and shock of “drench and dry”. Many fungal diseases of plants can be avoided since irrigation
water never touches the leaves.
Drip irrigation systems can save time and money as well. Whether you water from a metered municipal system or
put wear and tear on your expensive private well pump—water costs money. Saving up to 70% in improved efficiency
over a standard irrigation system is considerable. Depending upon the system and components you choose, installation
and material costs of drip irrigation is fairly inexpensive compared to a conventional sprinkler system. And compared
to hand-watering, these drip systems will save loads of time and effort. Using drip irrigation at lower operating pressure
saves energy and is especially great for pump-driven systems. These systems work fine for flat or hilly terrain and they
are durable. They can be left outside, above ground, and year-round in all climates.
Your shopping list can be very short. The basic component is a length of drip tubing and an adapter to attach it to
an outside spigot or hose. (If the spigot does not have an anti-syphon valve built in, one, you will need to add one to
your list.) Additionally, you will need to purchase the “emitters” (sometimes called “drippers”) and some type of punch
to make holes so the emitters can be “popped” into the tubing. And that is it. Of course, there are all sorts of extra
components and accessories you can purchase like filters, timers, connectors, stakes, valves, etc. to make your system
as elaborate and customized as you wish.
Considering its history and advantages, drip irrigation is here to stay. Native plant and animal populations benefit
greatly when we keep as much water as possible in the natural aquifers of our watersheds. With rising human populations and greater competition for water across the country, water-conserving drip irrigation systems are something we all
need to consider. And, since they save labor and work so well for everything from trees and perennials to vegetable
gardens, just about every homeowner or gardener will benefit from the installation of a drip irrigation system.
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Why Do We Have Lawns?
By Dixie Chichester

The English Burgher Lawn
Aesthetic
by Virginia Scott Jenkins
condensed from The Lawn, A
History of An American Obsession
The mowed lawn aesthetic
originated in the late 18th
century from aristocratic
France and England. Landscape architect Andre LeNotre
designed small lawn areas for
the Palace of Versailles. This
aesthetic was rapidly adopted
by the rich of England,
because turf grass grew easily
in the English climate of
moderate temperatures and
frequent rains.
The U.S. colonists also adopted the lawn aesthetic in an
attempt to transform the
wildness of the new country
into the sophistication of the
old world. Landscape architects again were at the forefront, and Lancelot Brown
created thousands of acres of
magnificent parks using lawn
turf and trees.
Prior to the middle of the 19th
century, U.S. homes were
either built fronting up to the
street or road, or else with a
small fenced front yard consisting of bare ground or garden plots. The middle class
did not copy the wealthy lawn
aesthetic until after the Civil
War, with the stimulus of the
new landscape architects leading the way.
In the late 19th and early 20th
century, the USDA, the U.S.
Golf Association, and the

After an especially hot and sweaty session of pushing
my lawn mower, lugging hoses and hauling heavy
bags of fertilizer, I always wonder why I am doing what I am doing?…in
other words, why do I have a lawn? Well, it seems the tradition of lush grass
lawns started in Europe in the late 1700s and was later continued by colonists here in America (see side bar). Well-kept lawns are beautiful, create
defensible spaces around homes in areas that are prone to wildfire and help
keep us cool in summer. And for those of us with active children or pets, a
lawn provides a safe space for games and sports. But there are other things
to consider.
Scientists in California using census data, satellite images, aerial
photographs and computer simulations recently have come up with some
truly incredible statements. These studies have determined that the singlelargest irrigated crop in the United States is, not corn or other vegetable
crops, but yes, turf grass. In one year, on average, we Americans will use
about 10,000 gallons to water just one average 100’X100’ lawn. In addition
to that, all together, we will add 67 million pounds of synthetic pesticides to
our lawns while using 58 million gallons of gasoline in our lawn mowers.
And, according to researchers at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, 80,000 of us will require hospital treatment every year from
mower related injuries.
After reading that, it is not surprising that some of us are beginning to
question traditional reasons for keeping lawns. Today, with our busy lifestyles, we seem to have less money and less time for maintaining grassy
areas that usually go completely unused. And now that we are a bit more
environmentally aware than past generations, we are beginning to understand that a beautiful landscape should not only be aesthetically pleasing
but it should also productive, use resources wisely and be entirely
sustainable. Expensive, high maintenance monocultures of grass just don’t
seem to fit the definition of sustainability. So that is why many of us are
coming up with some interesting alternatives to our thirsty, hungry and
attention-grabbing lawns.
One alternative is to replace our traditional Kentucky bluegrass with
other varieties of grasses that are more drought-resistant and require less
maintenance. “Eco-lawn” seed mixes that combine grasses and broadleaf seeds provide more of a
“meadow” look are also seeing increased popularity. Another alternative is to completely replace grass
lawns with mulched planting beds of drought-resistant trees, ground covers and other perennial plants.
And, of course, liberal use of hardscapes like patios, decks, sitting areas and paths that take up lots of
room but don’t need to be watered or fertilized like a grass lawn make great additions to a water-wise
landscape.
The important thing to remember when it comes to planning our yards and gardens is that we do
have many options. We are not required to follow the same traditional landscape plans used by our
grandparents nor are we required to achieve the beautiful, golf course lawns that are promoted on
television and in glossy magazines. Each homeowner should determine their own personal needs; how
much time, money and resources they are willing to put into their landscapes and, then, create the yard
that is just right for them.
Article Sources: http://EzineArticles.com/1118004 & www.consumeraffairs.com
*Originally published in “The Sacheen Scope”: www.sacheenlake.com
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What they don’t tell you about composting..
By Marianne Nance, WSU Master Gardener
Composting is a good thing. That is what all the gardening magazines will
tell you. So, five years ago my husband built me this wonderful composting bin
from 2x6’s, four feet wide and tall, with space between the boards for air
circulation. Ok we put it in what we think is a good, semi-shaded area as
instructed. But wait; now we need a top. Isn’t compost supposed to be wet like a sponge? But you don’t want
all that snow and rain. So we solve the problem with a tarp anchored with boards laid on top so it won’t blow
away.
Each of the past five years I put leaves, garden clippings from my perennials, old annuals and kitchen
scraps into the compost bin. But wait; kitchen scraps. I don’t want to wade through three feet of snow each
time I have scraps to get to the bin in the winter. So now I need a container to hold all the tops from radishes,
lettuce that has wilted, asparagus ends, broken up cardboard egg cartons, coffee grounds, potato scraps, old
bread, tomato skins from canning, and even broken egg shells. Where do I put this container? Of course,
under the sink with everything else.
So five years and no compost... Well I did get a couple of shovelfuls last year. My husband and I agree
that at least it isn’t going into the garbage can or having to be burned. But wait; the pile keeps shrinking—it’s
not getting bigger with all the stuff we put in. There are times the bin is full to almost overflowing. I think that
clay soil of ours eats the stuff.
Then there are the times I go to turn the compost and out crawls a garter snake. Hate snakes! Run the
other way and wait for another day to turn the pile. Now thinking snakes like dry areas I figure the file isn’t
getting enough water. So make a point of watering the pile more often. Still not wet like a sponge, because I
keep forgetting to give it water.
Guess what—this year I have compost! Not a little compost—wheelbarrows full of the stuff. Think I can
get this much compost every year? We shall see. I don’t do the exact recommended green to brown ratio,
30:1 carbon to nitrogen.. I just dump things in. Could this be why it took longer to get compost?
Now— how to get it out? Had to use a hammer to pound out the sliding board in front (it hasn’t moved
in a long time). Have you ever tried to get a shovel to the middle or back of a bin that is four feet wide—can’t
be done. So, get the drill and undo a board from the bottom on each side. Now I have to sift the compost
through a screen so I have nice loamy stuff. (Oh yes, to make it my husband used 2x4’s for the two-foot long
sides with ¼ screen.) Put in two shovelfuls of compost and shake. Put the chunky stuff back on top… I guess
my arms will tone up. Now—what is that crawling around in the compost? A salamander! Guess I was giving the compost enough water this time… There is other wiggly stuff in the compost. What in the world
could get through that ¼ inch screen? Worms! Took some of them and put into the garden and the rest went
into the top of the compost bin to do their work again.
Now my back hurts from bending and scooping from the bottom of the bin and hauling the wheelbarrow
to where I need the stuff. I don’t need to work out at the gym with this type of exercise... The plants better
like the compost!
For more composting information, see
Backyard Composting” at WSU Extension Bulletin
EB1784E online at
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/eb0648/eb0648.pdf
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Ask a Master Gardener!
(Questions from WSU/Pend Oreille County Master Gardener Plant
Clinics)
Question: The leaves of my tomato plants are curling. Why and
what should I do about it?
Answer: Your tomato plants probably have “Physiological Leaf Roll”, a problem that is associated with high
soil moisture, high temperature, drought or heavy pruning. Considering our weather during the early summer,
high soil moisture is probably the culprit. Symptoms may resemble those caused by virus diseases but plants
remain green and are not stunted or deformed. Growth is usually not affected. There is really nothing you
need to do for this problem. Next year plant your tomatoes in a different spot with well-drained soil. If you
have clay, add lots of organic matter to improve drainage.
Question: We have white mold growing on two of our subaline fir trees. The mold is about halfway up the
tree and the lower branches are dying. Help!
Answer: What you have on your fir trees are actually little critters called the Balsam Wooly Adelgid that
feed on the stems of true firs. White or grayish cotton-like masses can be found on twigs, branches or the
trunk. (The purplish-black insects are found inside the masses.) Adelgid infestations weaken trees, cause
foliage to become sparse and can kill trees. If you wish to eliminate the pests without chemicals you might
try hand wiping minor infestations. Try washing the insects off the tree with a strong stream of water from
your hose. Or, Ladybird beetles and syrphid fly larvae help control adelgid populations. Avoid use of broad
spectrum insecticides which will kill these important predators. Should the above tactics not solve your
adelgid problems you may need to resort to a chemical spray. (Only effective at specific stages of the
adelgid life cycle so timing is very important.) A few examples of the pesticides that are legal in Washington
and recommended by WSU are Bayer Advanced Garden Tree & Shrub Insect Control Concentrate or Ortho
BugBGon Max Lawn and Garden Insect Killer Concentrate. Always read and follow all label directions.
Do you have a plant, insect or gardening question? The Master Gardeners maintain plant clinics throughout
the county and are there to help. For information on clinic dates and times call WSU/Pend Oreille County
Extension at 509 447-2401.
Pend Oreille County has over 60 WSU Master Gardeners who
donate their time to community service. Their main purpose is
to transfer university-tested gardening expertise on to members
of the community. Our volunteers provide Information on a
variety of horticultural topics including selection, planting and
maintenance, environmentally sound gardening practices, pest
identification and management, and Fire-wise landscaping practices. The Master Gardeners
maintain a Water-Wise Demonstration Garden at the CREATE Place, 4th and Fea, in
Newport. For more information about the Master Gardener program or details on how to
become a Master Gardener, please contact Carol at the Extension Office, 509-447-2401.
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Time to Rethink Foundation Plantings
By Dixie Chichester, WSU Extension Water Smart/ Firewise
Outreach Coordinator
Traditionally, the first plants to appear around a new home
or office building were always foundation plantings.
Foundation plants are simply beds of plants introduced along
the foundation of a building or other structure. The classic
foundation planting includes plants to frame the entryway, plants at the corners of the building, and plants to
fill the gaps in between. These beds were introduced to hide large foundations and break up long foundation
lengths, to soften hard lines and, in general, make the building more attractive and welcoming.
Modern proponents of foundation plantings insist that even though ugly concrete foundations are not as
prevalent today, long walls of vinyl siding are not attractive either and would benefit from plants. Many
suburban lots are very small and every square foot of growing space needs to be utilized. And, it may even be
argued that plants around the home or office building may buffer winds, sun and extreme temperatures and
thus save on heating and cooling bill.
On the other hand, there are some fairly significant reasons to move away from foundation planting.
(Or should I say move the foundation plants away from you!) Home architectural styles have changed;
foundations are not as large, and long straight walls are no longer in vogue. And then there is the maintenance
issue. Pruning and thinning of foundation plants is a constant chore, and becomes more difficult as the plants
grow larger. Overgrown plants can attract insects and pests. Washing windows, painting siding and trim and
reroofing projects become nearly impossible due to the obstruction of foundation plants. Foundation plants
growing under eaves usually receive no natural rain and need additional water applied regularly, which can
encourage mildew, staining and rotting of siding and trim. Many plants like roses need good circulation of air
on all sides, and their health may suffer when planted next to a wall. Plants against a south or west wall may
bake where temperatures become extreme. Large, thick plants along the foundations, under windows and next
to doors provide hiding spaces and reduce security around the home. Vines can actually be quite destructive to
the brick or stone surfaces where they cling.
But the most important reason of all to reduce or eliminate foundation plantings is that they create a
fire hazard, especially in forested areas where wildfires cyclically occur. Placing vegetation around your home
is like placing kindling around a log in a campfire. Without the kindling the campfire log won’t start burning
and without plants touching your siding or close to the walls, your house has a much better chance of
surviving a wildfire.
All in all, the reasons to eliminate foundation plants around your home greatly outweigh the benefits.
Clear a border of at least 18 inches all around every structure on your property, and fill the border with gravel,
crushed rock, flag stone or some other inflammable material. To soften lines of your home, plant beds or small
thickets, but make sure they are well away from the walls of your structures and well maintained. Choose
plants that stay small, manageable and don’t produce a lot of dry, dead
debris. Avoid plants with strong resin or sap like junipers and other evergreens. Instead, choose broadleaf plants with watery sap that are more
fire-resistant. A safe home can be a beautiful home—it just takes some
careful thought and planning.
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Upcoming Classes and Events
Sunday afternoon, August 7 2011 Garden Tour
Join WSU Pend Oreille County Master Gardeners for the 20th annual tour and dinner. Registration
form at http://pendoreille.wsu.edu Walk-ups for tour only are always welcome, but dinner reservations
must be received by Friday, July 29.
Firewise 101
6-8 pm, August 2 in Colville, August 9 in Spokane
Attend this free evening class to learn how to reduce the risk of property loss from wildfire and
assess your home’s survivability. Download registration information at http://county.wsu.edu/STEVENS/
NRS or contact Erik Sjoquist (509) 477-2175
erik.sjoquist@wsu.edu
Wednesday, August 10 Family Stream Day
10 am- 2pm Free
Bring the kids and a picnic lunch and join wildlife biologists from KNRD and WSU Extension for an
exploration of the aquatic life of a creek, We will also look at the butterflies, birds and plants in the meadow
surrounding it. Meet at the site on Indian Creek. Travel approximately 7 miles northwest from Newport on
LeClerc Road to Indian Creek Road, then about one mile to Geophysical Observatory Road and follow signs to
site. Bring sunscreen, lunch, old shoes for wading, field guides and insect nets if you have them. Free, but
phone 447-2401 or email cpogson@pendoreille.org to pre-register and to reserve handouts.
Drought Resistant Grasses, Lawn Alternatives and Drip Irrigation Systems
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Free, but pre-registration will reserve handouts and allow notification if class is
canceled. Call or email 509 447-2401 cpogson@pendoreille.org . This great class will help you make every
drop of water count. It will be available on different dates at these six different locations, thanks to support
from Little Spokane Water Smart Alliance, the Kalispel Tribe, and WSU/Pend Oreille County Extension:
Tuesday, Aug 9 Station #31 (Diamond Lake) 325272 Hwy 2, West of Newport
Monday, August 15 Station #32 (Sacheen) 6131 Highway 211, NW of Newport
Tuesday, August 16 Station #44 (Across from Cat Tails) 17207 N Newport Highway
Thursday, Aug 18 Station #46 (Riverside) 3818 E Deer Park - Milan Rd
Tuesday, Aug 23 Station #41 (Deer Park) 315 E A Street
Thursday, Aug 25 Station #49 ( Colbert) 302 W Monroe
August 18-21 Pend Oreille County Fair
The county fair offers competition, excitement and a wide variety of educational exhibits. Be sure to
attend, and consider contacting the fair board for information about volunteer opportunities.
More info about the 2011 fair is available at http://www.povn.com/pocofair
Saturday, September 10, Ponderosa Pine Field Day
This is a first of a series of field tours highlighting the tree species of the Inland Northwest. Join with other
regional forest landowners at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge to learn more about this keystone species and
the web of life surrounding it. Registration info at http://county.wsu.edu/STEVENS/NRS
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Got Trees?--Forest Stewardship Notes is Back!
Starting in January 2011, Forest Stewardship Notes returned as an email newsletter. Just like its hard copy
predecessor that was discontinued back in 2005, the new version of Forest Stewardship Notes is packed with
useful new, information, features, and how-to articles for forest owners across Washington State.
The newsletter is free, delivered to your email. Visit http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry to subscribe and to view past
issues.

2012 Coached Planning Course in the Elk area—put it on
your calendar!
WSU Extension and Washington Department of Natural Resources will offer a Forest Stewardship Coached
Planning Shortcourse starting in mid February 2012, with a location near the Spokane/Pend Oreille county line.
This 8-session practical, hands-on course will help forest landowners identify and implement management
solutions to meet their own objectives—such as improving wildlife habitat, generating revenue, reducing wildfire
risk and keeping forests healthy for generations to come. Completed stewardship plans may qualify landowners
for cost-share assistance, and possibly, reduced property tax rates. Check http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry or email
cmack@wsu.edu for more details.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Pend Oreille County. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office. Persons with a disability requiring special accommodations while participating in any Extension program may
call (509) 447-2401 at least five days before the program.

Subscription notice: If you do not want to receive this newsletter, or are receiving more than one copy, please notify Extension. 509-447-2401.

