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Every year I make resolutions and every year they seem to fall to the wayside by the end of the first 

quarter.  At first I thought that maybe I needed to resolve to do better with my resolutions. But the 

answer may lie in simplifying my resolutions instead of adding one more. To that end, I am making only 

one resolution for 2020, to keep learning and trying new things. 

This past fall I had the opportunity to stay with my 92-year-old mother in her assisted living facility as 

she required some care.  While there, I met many very lovely people.  What I discovered is that the 

people who stay engaged and keep trying new things were the most positive and most healthy. This 

wasn’t anything I hadn’t heard before but seeing it up close was certainly confirmation. 

To help keep you learning and growing, the Master Gardeners are providing some great workshops this 

coming winter. Each workshop is held at the Public Works Building at 100 W. Public Works Drive, 

Shelton.  The sessions run from 9:00 a.m. until noon and cost $5, payable at the door.  We have a wide 

variety of topics and it is a great way to spend a winter Saturday thinking about what is to come in the 

spring. 

There is something for every gardener in the workshop schedule: 

 January 11:  “Great Plant Picks”- covering annuals, bulbs, perennials and shrubs 

 January 25:  “Keep it Growing” - tips on propagation, seed saving, and greenhouse starts 

 February 8:  “Wild and Wonderful: Using Natives in Your Yard” - substituting native plants for 

non-natives, using vegetation to stabilize marine bluffs, and creating pollinator friendly gardens 

 February 22:  “Can your Landscape Take the Heat?” – tips on fire wise landscaping, making plant 

choices for a warmer future, and a DIY drip irrigation demonstration 

 March 7:  “The Life of a Vegetable Garden” – an overview of activities for pre-planting, planting, 

and post-planting 

 March 21:  “Indoor Gardening: including house plants and kokedama balls. 

The last session includes a hands-on kodedama ball workshop for an additional $20 for the first 25 

people who pre-register but all attendees can stay and watch. 

Another opportunity for trying something new is to rent a garden bed and give gardening a try this year.  

The Master Gardeners offer 24 raised beds at the Catalyst Park Demonstration Garden for a nominal fee 

of either $10 or $15, depending on the bed size, for the year. The fee covers the space, water, and soil 

and is a bargain as it also includes guidance from the Master Gardeners and monthly workshops on 



pertinent gardening topics.  Come and join in the fun and grow some great food or flowers as well. More 

information can be found on our website or at the Extension Office. 

The Mason County Master Gardeners hope that you have a wonderful and productive new year and we 

hope to see you at one of our upcoming events! 

Jeannine Polaski is the Mason County Master Gardener Program Coordinator.  She can be reached at 

jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu or check out our website at http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-

gardener/master-gardener/ 

For more information regarding the Mason County WSU Extension office call 360-427-9670 Ext. 680, or 

visit our website at https://extension.wsu.edu/mason/ 

  

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Washington 

counties. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 

noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 
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