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Introduction
In August 2019, the Mason County
Noxious Weed Control Board
(MCNWCB) received $15,000 in
grant funding from the Washington
State Department of Agriculture
(WSDA) for the period July 01, 2019
to June 30, 2021, Contract Number:
K2827. The purpose of the
agreement is to provide Mason
County and its agent, Mason County
Noxious Weed Control Board,
funding for a project to control
invasive knotweed species within
the riparian corridors of Mason
County.
One of the farthest upstream knotweed patches located during survey on
Coulter Creek. Treated on August 26, 2019.

Goals for 2019 included:


Gain permissions from new property owners, and mail new permission letters to add properties
along Finch, Mission, North Bay/Allyn and Sherwood-Anderson Creeks and their tributaries.



Increase efforts to obtain permissions, survey and treat knotweed infestations along Coulter and
Mission Creeks. Treatments along Mission Creek are key in preventing knotweed encroachment
onto Belfair State Park.



Initiate knotweed survey
and treatment along No
Name Creek in Union,
Washington.



Identification of other
noxious weed species
encountered, such as
butterfly bush, giant
hogweed, perennial
pepperweed, spottedjewelweed, policeman’s
helmet, yellow archangel
and yellow-flag iris within
the project areas and
documentation in the
WSDA iForm program.

Beautiful, old growth cedar tree welcomed MCNWCB crew as we finished survey
and treatment on Coulter Creek.
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2019 Accomplishments


Parcel specific letters were sent to six
property owners. This action was
preceded by checking county assessor
or auditor files for foreclosures or
change of ownership.



Received fifteen new “Permission to
Enter Private Land and Waiver of
Liability”.



MCNWCB staff visited multiple,
private properties to provide
information to residents about
noxious weeds, weed laws and
request permission to survey for and
treat knotweed.



In person site visits are an effective
way to gain permission to treat
knotweed. This approach often has
more constructive engagement with a
property owner than mailings. This
season many new permissions were
received through in person site visits.



Example of personalized mailing to property owner to gain
permission to enter and treat knotweed.

MCNWCB participated in community events in Allyn and Shelton during the summer of 2019.
These events provide an opportunity for MCNWCB staff to educate the public about noxious
weeds and control efforts. This year we made contact with over 1,500 residents from Mason
and surrounding counties.

Knotweed infestation located while MCNWCB worked on neighboring parcel. We received property owner permission, and began
treatment on September 26, 2019.
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2019 permitting summarized below:
Watershed
SherwoodAnderson Creek
Coulter Creek
Finch Creek
Mission Creek
No Name Creek WRIA 15 and 16
No Name Creek Union, WA
North Bay/Allyn
Stimson Creek
Total

Mailings Sent

New Permissions

Renewed Permissions

Continued Permissions

1

2

0

31

0
2
2

2
2
3

0
0
0

16
26
17

0

1

0

3

0

2

0

0

1
0
6

2
1
15

0
0
0

24
7
124

MCNWCB efforts to contact land owners resulted in an increase of 2,067 acres under WSDA permit.











All landowners that provided permission to survey and treat are contacted by phone or email
prior to MCNWCB starting work.
Reconnaissance along 10 miles of river or shoreline completed in conjunction with treatments
or along previously treated waterways.
 Coulter Creek – 2.05 miles
 Finch Creek – 1.1 miles
 Mission Creek – 1.7 miles
 No Name Creek WRIA 15 and 16 – 0.04 miles
 No Name Creek Union, WA. – 0.19 miles
 North Bay/Allyn - 0.08 miles
 Sherwood-Anderson Creek – 2.73 miles
 Stimson Creek - 2.1 miles
Completed treatment on 5.87 miles of river and shoreline.
Accomplished treatment on 77 parcels.
Additional permissions within the Coulter Creek watershed resulted in an increase of 1.35 river
miles surveyed, and 2,071 permitted acres from 2018.
Additional permissions along Mission Creek resulted in an increase of 1.16 river miles surveyed,
and 10 permitted acres from 2018.
At the request of private property owners, MCNWCB initiated knotweed control on No Name
Creek, in Union, Washington and No Name Creeks in WRIA 15 and 16.
As expected, we continue to see a decrease in infested and solid acres treated on previously
treated sites. An overall 28.9% decrease when compared to 2018.
We continue to work to improve our management and tracking of WSDA’s “PERMISSION TO
ENTER PRIVATE LAND AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY”.
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Difficulties













Property owner
outreach continues to
take considerable time
and, in many cases,
requires repeated
contact to secure
permission.
Currently, we have two
property owners who
have not provided
permissions after being
contacted by mail.
Experience suggests
that in-person contacts
are more successful.
A single property owner
withholding permission This resident has a home very close to the bank of Mission Creek. Treatment on this
on Sherwood-Anderson infestation will be carried out gradually over several seasons.
Creek has been
repeatedly contacted by a neighbor and MCNWCB member to provide permission to treat
knotweed. Despite repeated efforts, and varying approaches, no progress has been made.
Change in ownership and absentee property owners have added challenges to the process of
securing landowner permissions.
Gaining property owners’ permission along Little Mission and Mission Creek continues to be a
challenge. This season no knotweed control work was done on Little Mission Creek due to lack
of property owner support.
Obstructions in creeks during
treatment and survey added
difficulties, and sometimes
delayed work. Examples
include a large beaver dam
blocking passage through the
upper reaches of Coulter Creek
and downed trees and large
debris slowing progress in
parts of Mission Creek.
A new element in the WSDA
contract which states “This
funding may not be used
downstream of a landowner
that has not given written
permission for entry and
treatment” presents
difficulties on systems where
Cut and broken knotweed found in downstream log jam from resident that
garnering property owner
has repeatedly denied permission to treat on property.
support is in the early stages.
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Control of upstream
populations of knotweed is
imperative for long term
eradication. However,
treatments along the lower
portion of the waterbody,
where permitted, will result
in a reduction of solid acres
of knotweed. Permissions
are acquired slowly over a
number of years, as trust is
built and presence in the
area is recognized. We risk
losing support of property
owners who have provided
permission, yet are not
seeing progress due to their
Knotweed infestation found during site visit to neighboring property. Infestation
location in the system.
exhibiting epinastic growth from suspected treatment by landowner.
Staffing and maintaining
personnel throughout the season continues to be an issue. This year knotweed control efforts
took place from early August to the second week of October.

Conclusion
Since 2013, WSDA knotweed funding has provided stable, dedicated funding, which has supported
Mason County Noxious Weed Control’s efforts to control knotweed in the county. Initial control
measures took place along three systems, North Bay/Allyn, Sherwood and Finch Creeks. With continued
funding, the MCNWCB has expanded
project scope to include additional
creeks. During the 2015-2016
biennium, treatment efforts increased
to four systems. We continued work on
North Bay/Allyn, Sherwood and Finch
Creek and began survey and treament
on Coulter Creek. During the 2017-2018
biennium we doubled the number of
systems to include Stimson Creek, Little
Mission Creek, Mission Creek and
Anderson Creek, a tributary of
Sherwood Creek. This year we
continued our work on these systems
and also initiated work on No Name
Small regrowth from knotweed treated during 2018 shows efficacy of past
treatments on Sherwood-Anderson Creek.
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Creeks in WRIA 14, 15 and 16.
To date Mason County has
treated over 130 acres
infested with knotweed
utilizing WSDA funding. With
the continued support of
WSDA knotweed grant
funding, the Mason County
Noxious Weed Control Board
will continue to maintain and
expand its knotweed control
efforts
Currently, 136 property
owners, owning 510 parcels,
are participating in this WSDA
funded knotweed control
project. As expected,
waterways in their fourth, fifth
and sixth treatment year have
fewer infested acres of
During 2019 site visit we observed that knotweed infestations at the mouth of Coulter
knotweed and are requiring
much less effort, herbicide and Creek have been greatly reduced. Native sedges and Aster sp. are beginning to take
hold.
time.
During the first years of our knotweed control
projects a majority of resources are utilized to secure
permissions and perform a comprehensive survey of
the newly permitted areas. As presence of personnel
along the waterbody is recognized by residents,
additional permissions are received, and treatment
and survey areas are expanded. Infested acres of
knotweed treated typically increase over the first two
to three years as property permissions are received,
and survey/treatment begins. During revisits to sites
in their third to sixth year we most often observe a
decrease in infested acres of knotweed.

Knotweed treatment on Finch Creek initiated in 2013.
Upper reaches of creek filled with native alders, maples,
shrubs and coltsfoot.

Finch Creek, now in its sixth year of knotweed control
had survey completed on 1.1 miles, a 0.27 mile
increase from 2018. With additional property owner
permissions MCNWCB was able to treat 0.79 river
miles, a 0.48 mile increase from 2018. As a result of
an initial treatment on a large dense patch near the
mouth of Finch Creek no reduction in solid acres was
recorded in this system, when compared to 2018
value of 0.04 acres. This seasons survey was
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successful in locating the uppermost knotweed infestation on Finch Creek.
Significant progress was made along Coulter Creek this season. MCNWCB received permission from E. E.
Overton, a private timber company, that owns much of the land within the upper reaches of Coulter
Creek. This enabled expansion of our knotweed survey area by 1.49 miles and treatment by 0.35 miles.
This year, at the request of a private property owner, survey and treatment work was initiated on No
Name Creek in Union, Washington. In this area, MCNWCB surveyed 0.19 river miles and treated 0.07
miles for knotweed using WSDA funding and WSDA “Waiver of Liability” form. WSDA permitted work
resulted in treatment of 0.163 solid acres of knotweed. Assistance was provided to one property owner
in this area using Mason County funding and Mason County “Waiver of Liability” form.
Knotweed control work on
Mission Creek is currently in its
third season. Receiving
permission to survey and treat
along Mission Creek continues
to be a struggle. This year we
received permission to survey
and treat knotweed from three
new property owners. As a
result we surveyed an additional
1.7 miles of Mission Creek and
completed treatment along 0.51
miles. This season we increased
our survey distance by 1.16
miles and treatment by 0.39
miles, when compared to 2018.
As expected we are seeing a
MCNWCB using injection method to control flowering knotweed on Stimson Creek.
This method avoids negative impact to pollinators and native vegetation.
reduction in solid acres of
knotweed treated.
To protect native vegetation and pollinators, the injection method was utilized to control older, more
developed infestations. Areas with younger, and less robust knotweed infestations were treated with
foliar application of 1.0-1.5% imazapyr.
In addition to knotweed treatments funded with the WSDA grant, Mason County Noxious Weed Control
worked to accomplish knotweed treatments along other waterways and multiple terrestrial sites
utilizing county funding and a Mason County “Waiver of Liability” form. This resulted in assistance to an
additional 14 property owners and treatment of 13.53 infested acres and 0.34 solid acres of knotweed
on 20 parcels.
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Non-WSDA funded knotweed control:

Waterbody

Infested
Acres
Treated
Solid Acres
Treated
Parcels
Worked-on
Land
Owners
Helped

Hood
Canal

No
Name
Creek Union,
WA.

No
Name
Creek WRIA
16

Phillips
Lake

Stimson
Creek

Other
Terrestrial

Tiger
Lake

Union
River

Total

1.5

2.25

0.25

0.007

0.5

8.77

0.21

0.04

13.53

0.01

0.23

0.002

0.002

0.003

0.08

0.01

0.004

0.341

2

3

2

1

1

7

2

2

20

1

1

1

1

1

6

2

1

14

Through collaboration with the Washington State
Department of Natural Resources, the Mason
County Noxious Weed Control Board has received
a “Land Use License” to survey and treat noxious
weeds on all DNR lands within Mason County. This
agreement began August 1, 2018 and is valid until
December 31, 2019. This license provides access to
52 DNR parcels, encompassing 11,732 acres and
includes 26 river miles in the upper reaches of
Sherwood/Anderson Creek, Finch Creek, Stimson
Creek, Little Mission and Mission Creeks. In
addition to this License, MCNWCB has a “Master
Land Use Permit” with Green Diamond Resource
Company. Green Diamond owns fourteen parcels,
encompassing over 2,000 acres of land and eight
river miles in the upper reaches of Mission Creek,
Stimson Creek and Sherwood Creek. These
permissions will facilitate survey and treatment of
knotweed in the uppermost reaches of many of
Freshwater clam found during Sherwood Creek survey and
our targeted Mason County waterways.
treatment.
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SUMMARY OF 2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Coulter
Creek

Finch
Creek

Mission
Creek

No Name
Creek - WRIA
15 and 16

No Name
Creek Union, WA

North
Bay/
Allyn

SherwoodAnderson
Creek

Stimson
Creek

Total

Acres Permitted

2201.39

99.84

116.36

10.75

13.15

37.24

124.04

99.78

2702.55

Land Owners
Permitted

17

28

20

4

2

24

32

6

133

Land Owners
Worked-on

7

14

9

2

2

5

17

2

58

Parcels Permitted

334

41

29

11

3

35

48

9

510

Parcels Worked-on

11

16

11

2

3

8

23

3

77

New Permissions

2

2

3

1

2

2

2

1

15

Renewed
Permissions

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Solid Acres of
Knotweed Treated
(Acres)

0.031

0.0405

0.475

0.008

0.163

0.0175

0.081

0.006

0.822

River Miles
Surveyed

2.05

1.1

1.7

0.04

0.19

0.08

2.73

2.1

9.99

River Miles Treated

0.77

0.79

0.51

0.04

0.07

0.08

2.16

1.45

5.87
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Deliverables
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10

11

12

13

14
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