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Introduction  

In August 2017, the Mason 
County Noxious Weed Control 
Board (MCNWCB) received 
$15,000 in grant funding from the 
Washington State Department of 
Agriculture (WSDA) for the period 
July 01, 2017 to June 30, 2019, 
Contract Number: K2267. The 
purpose of the agreement is to 
provide Mason County and its 
agent, Mason County Noxious 
Weed Control Board, funding for 
a project to control invasive 
knotweed species within the 
riparian corridors of Mason 
County. 

 

 

Goals for 2018 included: 

 Complete mailing to 

landowners for renewal of “Permission to Enter Private Land and Waiver of Liability” 

agreements that expired December 31, 2017 and mail new permission letters to add properties 

along Finch, Mission and Sherwood Creeks and their tributaries. 

 

 Increase efforts to obtain permissions, to survey and treat knotweed infestations along Mission 

and Little Mission Creeks, with the goal of preventing knotweed encroachment onto Belfair 

State Park.  

 

 Identification of other noxious weed species encountered, such as butterfly bush, giant 
hogweed, perennial pepperweed, policeman’s helmet, yellow archangel and yellow-flag iris 
within the project areas and documentation in the WSDA iForm program. 

  

Newly permitted area along MP 0.2 of Mission Creek. 
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2018 Accomplishments 

 Parcel specific letters were sent to ten property 
owners. This action was preceded by checking 
county assessor or auditor files for foreclosures or 
change of ownership. 
 

 Received nine new “Permission to Enter Private 

Land and Waiver of Liability”. 

 

 MCNWCB staff visited multiple, private properties to 

provide information to residents about noxious 

weeds, weed laws and request permission to survey 

for and treat knotweed. 

 

 MCNWCB participated in community events in Allyn 

and Shelton during the summer of 2018. These 

events provide an opportunity for MCNWCB staff to 

educate the public about noxious weeds and control 

efforts. Four currently permitted residents stopped 

to say “Hello” and discuss the knotweed control 

effort on their properties. 

 

2018 permitting summarized below:  

Waterbody 
Mailings 

Sent 
New 

Permissions 
Renewed 

Permissions 
Continuing 
Permissions 

Anderson Creek 0 0 N/A 11 

Coulter Creek 0 0 N/A 14 

Finch Creek 3 1 N/A 27 

Little Mission 0 0 N/A 1 

Mission Creek 2 5 N/A 17 

North Bay/Allyn 0 0 N/A 22 

Sherwood/Anderson 5 2 1 22 

Stimson Creek 0 0 N/A 5 

Total 10 9 1 119 

MCNWCB efforts to contact land owners resulted in an increase of nearly 29 acres under WSDA permit. 

Example of personalized e-mail to property owner 
to gain permission to enter and treat knotweed. 
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 Comprehensive survey completed utilizing an IPad and Collector for ArcGis along 0.54 miles of 

Mission Creek.  

 Additional reconnaissance along 5.09 miles of river or shoreline completed in conjunction with 

treatments or along previously treated waterways. 

 Anderson Creek - 0.7 miles 

 Coulter Creek - 0.59 miles 

 Finch Creek - 0.83 miles 

 Little Mission Creek - 0.04 miles 

 North Bay/Allyn - 0.18 miles 

 Sherwood Creek - 0.56 miles 

 Stimson Creek - 2.19 miles 

 Treatment along 2.57 miles of river and shoreline. 

 Treatment accomplished on 60 parcels. 

 Additional permissions along Mission Creek resulted in an increase of 0.4 river miles surveyed 

from 2017. 

 As expected, we continue to see a decrease in infested and solid acres treated on previously 

treated sites. 

 We continue to work to improve our management and tracking of WSDA’s “PERMISSION TO 

ENTER PRIVATE LAND AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY”. 

Maps of knotweed survey and treatment area in the upper and lower portions of Mission Creek. 
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Difficulties  

 Property owner outreach continues to take considerable 
time and, in some cases, require repeated contact to 
secure permission.  

 Currently, we have seven property owners who have not 
provided permissions after being contacted by mail, and 
one property owner that has denied permission. 
Experience suggests that in-person contacts are more 
successful. 

 Change in ownership and absentee property owners have 
added challenges to the process of securing landowner 
permissions. 

 Although eradication of knotweed is most effective when 

large populations upstream are the first to be targeted, 

treatments along the lower portion of the waterbodies, 

where permitted, will reduce solid acres of knotweed in 

those areas. 

Due to an employee resignation, recruitment and training of field staff to accomplish knotweed control 

efforts took place from early August to the first week of October. For the 2018 season, only the 

MCNWCB coordinator possessed an applicator’s license. 

We continue to work to improve our management and tracking of WSDA’s “PERMISSION TO ENTER 

PRIVATE LAND AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY”. 

Conclusion 

Funding from the Department of Agriculture has supported 
continued knotweed control efforts along Sherwood/Anderson 
Creek, Finch Creek, Coulter Creek, Mission Creek, Little Mission 
Creek, Stimson Creek, the North Bay and areas surrounding the 
town of Allyn.  
 
To date, 119 property owners, owning 167 parcels, are 
participating in this WSDA funded knotweed control project. As 
expected, waterways in their third, fourth and fifth year treatments 
have fewer infested acres of knotweed and are requiring much less 
effort, herbicide and time. 
 
During the first years of our knotweed control projects a majority 
of resources are utilized to secure permissions and perform a 
comprehensive survey of the newly permitted areas. The Mission 
and Little Mission watersheds are good examples of this. As 
presence of personnel along the waterbody is recognized by 
residents, additional permissions are received, and treatment and 
survey areas are expanded. 
 

Signage on a first year permittee. 

Knotweed seed production was observed 
in multiple project areas within Mason 
County. 
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Infested acres of knotweed treated along a creek or river typically increase over the first two to three 

years as property permissions are received, and survey/treatment begins. During revisits to sites in their 

third to fifth year we most often observe a decrease in infested acres of knotweed.  

During the first three years of treatment 

on Sherwood Creek infested acres of 

knotweed gradually increases, and 

peaks at year three. By year four 

treatment has been completed on 

parcels adjacent to the creek, and we 

began to see infested acres drop, 

continuing to decrease until the 2018 

treatment season.  

Finch Creek shows a similar trend, with 

infested acres increasing from year one 

to two, then dropping during the 2015 

season. Infested acres increased slightly 

in 2016 due to additional landowner 

permissions. Treatments in 2017 were 

limited to the upper 2/3 of the creek, 

which accounted for the increase in 

infested acres treated in 2018. 

First year treatments took place on 

15.82 acres along Mission Creek in 

2018. In an effort to protect native 

vegetation and pollinators, the injection 

method of herbicide application was 

utilized to control these older, more developed infestations. Areas with younger, and less robust 

knotweed infestations were treated with foliar application of 1% imazapyr. 

In addition to knotweed treatments funded with the WSDA grant, Mason County Noxious Weed Control 

worked to accomplish knotweed treatments along other waterways and multiple terrestrial sites 

utilizing county funding and a Mason County “Waiver of Liability” form. In 2018, Mason County Noxious 

Weed Control worked to assist an additional seventeen property owners and treat 5.4 infested acres 

and 0.89 solid acres of knotweed on twenty parcels. 
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MCNWCB utilized County resources to control knotweed in the following areas:  

Waterbody 
Goldsborough 

Creek 
Hood 
Canal 

Spencer 
Lake 

Mission 
Creek 

Skokomish 
River 

Stimson 
Creek 

Other 
Terrestrial 

Union 
River 

Total 

Infested 
Acres 

Treated 
0.8 0.50 0.23 0.1 0.02 0.22 0.11 3.38 5.36 

Solid Acres 
Treated 

0.2 0.25 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.08 0.09 0.23 0.89 

Parcels 
Treated 

1 2 3 1 2 2 2 7 20 

 

Through collaboration with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources, the Mason County 

Noxious Weed Control Board has received a “Land Use License” to survey and treat noxious weeds on 

all DNR lands within Mason County. This agreement began August 1, 2018 and is valid until December 

31, 2019. This license provides access to 52 DNR parcels, encompassing 11,732 acres and includes 26 

river miles in the upper reaches of Sherwood/Anderson Creek, Finch Creek, Stimson Creek, Little Mission 

and Mission Creeks. In addition to this License, MCNWCB has a “Master Land Use Permit” with Green 

Diamond Resource Company. Green Diamond owns fourteen parcels, encompassing over 2,000 acres of 

land and eight river miles in the upper reaches of Mission Creek, Stimson Creek and Sherwood Creek. 

These permissions will facilitate survey and treatment of knotweed in the uppermost reaches of many of 

our targeted Mason County waterways.  

Since 2013, WSDA knotweed 

funding has provided stable, 

dedicated funding, which has 

supported Mason County 

Noxious Weed Control’s efforts 

to control knotweed in the 

County. Initial control 

measures took place along 

three systems, North 

Bay/Allyn, Sherwood and Finch 

Creeks. With continued 

funding, the MCNWCB has 

expanded project scope to 

include additional creeks. 

During the 2015-2016 

biennium, treatment efforts 

increased to four systems. We 

continued work on North 

Bay/Allyn, Sherwood and Finch 

Creek and began survey and 

Posting of public access at Belfair State Park. Signs were removed by park 
personnel after the reentry period had expired. 
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treament on Coulter Creek. During the 2017-2018 biennium we doubled the number of systems to 

include Stimson Creek, Little Mission Creek, Mission Creek and Anderson Creek, a tributary of Sherwood 

Creek. To date Mason County has treated 97 acres infested with knotweed utilizing WSDA funding. With 

the continued support of WSDA knotweed grant funding, the Mason County Noxious Weed Control 

Board will continue to maintain and expand its knotweed control efforts  
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SUMMARY OF 2018 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
Anderson 

Creek 
Coulter 
Creek 

Finch 
Creek 

Little 
Mission 

Mission 
Creek 

North Bay/ 
Allyn 

Sherwood 
Creek 

Stimson 
Creek 

Total 

Acres Permitted 5.68 129.75 97 40 106.69 39 122.52 94.85 635.5 

Land Owners 
Permitted 

11 14 27 1 17 22 22 5 119 

Land Owners 
Worked-on 

8 5 9 1 6 4 7 6 46 

Parcels Permitted 12 21 40 1 21 31 34 7 167 

Parcels Worked-
on 

9 7 12 3 8 5 7 9 60 

New Permissions 0 0 1 0 5 0 3 0 9 

Renewed 
Permissions 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Solid Acres of 
Knotweed 

Treated (Acres) 
0.029 0.032 0.04 0.06 0.78 0.029 0.165 0.021 1.156 

River Miles 
Surveyed 

0.7 0.59 0.83 0.04 0.54 0.18 0.56 2.19 5.63 

River Miles 
Treated 

0.41 0.42 0.31 0.04 0.12 0.12 0.33 0.82 2.57 
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Deliverables 
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