
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 November 30, 2018 

Meeting location changes 

The December 3 Foundation Board meeting location has changed to the Public 
Works Building (10 am) and will be followed by the Google Drive training 
(12:30 pm). 

The December 10 Foundation meeting location has changed to the Public Works 
Building (10:15 am). 

December celebration 
by Jeannine Polaski, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

Hoping you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving! It is hard to believe it has come 
and gone. Another sign that the year is winding down is that we had our last 
clinic this past Monday! Hopefully, you all found out that it is not as scary as you 
thought it would be and actually got something out of it. There were 220 
recorded client inquiries and probably a lot of quick questions that did not get 
recorded. Kudos to all of you for helping your county with their gardening 
questions. 

In case you missed it, my most recent Journal column, which appeared in 
yesterday’s edition, follows this issue of Friday Fresh. It includes some holiday 
gift giving advice and a subtle plug for our upcoming Through the Garden Gate 
Workshops. 

Please plan on joining us for the December Holiday Foundation meeting and 
Potluck. The plan is to have a small meeting and lots of time for the shopping, 
potlucking, and socializing! Bring those homemade crafts, goodies, and other 
items to help with your fellow MG’s Christmas shopping. It is always a 
wonderful event! 

PS: Also attached is the Mason County Extension Office Quarterly Report (Fall 
2018), which shows what the various groups in the Extension Office have been 
up to. The report is distributed to the Mason County Commissioners and WSU 
and is used for outreach purposes. 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 9:00 to 3:00 (Public Works) 

Tuesday, 10:00 to 12:00 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2018 volunteer hours to date: 

 4,734 hours from 44 volunteers 

https://volunteers.cahnrs.wsu.edu/logon.aspx 
 

Dec 3 -------- Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Public Works 

Building 

Dec 3 -------- Google Drive Training, 12:30 pm, Public 

Works Building 

Dec 4 -------- Education Committee Meeting, 10 am, 

Extension Office 

Dec 6 -------- Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, 

Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Dec 10 ------ Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Public 

Works Bldg, Election and installation of officers; 
Potluck and Craft Fair fundraiser 

Jan 3 -------- Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, 

Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Jan 7 -------- Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Extension 

Office 

Jan 14 ------ Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton 

Timberland Library 

Jan 14 ------ Education Committee Meeting, following 

Foundation meeting, Extension Office 

 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
https://volunteers.cahnrs.wsu.edu/logon.aspx
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Google Drive training 
by Kitty Lundeen-Ness, klundeen@hctc.com 

We have established a Google Drive for storing all our current and archived 
documents. This is part of the new email account we established for the use of 
Board members and committee chairs to help improve and simplify internal 
communications. The old email account will convert to strictly public comments 
and clinic questions once the training is completed. 

The Google Drive training, on December 3, will be held at the Public Works 
building out on Hwy 101 from 12:30 to whenever we are done (no more than 
2 hours and probably not nearly that long). Please let me know if you are 
coming and which committee you will be representing. We are looking for only 
one representative from each committee. 

December Foundation Meeting 
by Kitty Lundeen-Ness, klundeen@hctc.com 

The end of the year has arrived for our Foundation meetings and I am looking 
forward to celebrating the accomplishments made by all of you this year and 
ringing in the new officers. We will be having our annual potluck (dish of your 
choice) and crafts made by our local MGs available by donation. Donations will 
go to a worthy cause in the community. There will be tables set up for food and 
craft items prior to your arrival. Let me know if you are bringing a hot dish and 
need access to electricity. Thank you everyone and see you on Dec 10. 

Need a home for your houseplants? 
by Erika Stewart, akirgarden@hotmail.com 

Victoria Lauber and I are collecting houseplants for the plant sale. We would like 
to encourage you to look at yours to see if any can be divided and set aside for 
the sale. This might also be a time to get rid of plants you aren’t fond of. Also, 
wouldn’t hurt to check with friends and family. If you have plants and are 
unable to keep them at home, bring them to the next Foundation meeting and 
one of us will take them off of your hands. 

WSDA & USDA need our help 
contact: Pat Grover, PatriciaG@co.mason.wa.us 

WSDA & USDA are asking for your assistance in 
figuring out where tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) populations occur in Washington State. 
Tree-of-heaven is an important host for spotted 
lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) a potentially 
devastating insect pest that hasn’t been found in 
Washington yet but may arrive in the near 
future. If you have GPS point locations to send, paper maps, or just narrative 
information (e.g., “it’s all over Marty Hudson’s backyard”), it would be much 
appreciated.  

[See pdfs following this issue of Friday Fresh for more information.] 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 360.490.5356, 

klundeen@hctc.com 

Secretary/Publicity—Dorothy Skans 360.462.6088, 

dskans@gmail.com 

Following this issue of Friday Fresh is 
the Fall 2018 “The Acorn” (provided 
by Dave Shephard). This is published 
by the South Sound Chapter of the 
Washington Native Plant Society. 

Public Works Building location 

100 W. Public Works Drive, Shelton 

Driving directions 

Located at the corner of US 101 
and State Road 102 /W. Dayton 
Airport Road (past the fairgrounds 
and airport if you’re driving North 
on 101). 

Turn at the Washington State 
Patrol/Washington Corrections 
Center sign (SR 102), then take the 
first right on Public Works Drive. 
Follow the road all of the way 
down until you see the sign for 
Administrative Building #1 (the 
building closest to Hwy 101). 

mailto:klundeen@hctc.com
mailto:klundeen@hctc.com
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
file:///C:/Users/skans/Documents/@PERSONAL/MG%20Newsletter/klundeen@hctc.com
file:///C:/Users/skans/Documents/@PERSONAL/MG%20Newsletter/dskans@gmail.com


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 
Dec 3 Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Extension Office 

Dec 4 Education Committee Meeting, 10 am, Extension Office 

Dec 6 Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Dec 10 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Public Works Bldg, Election and installation of officers; Potluck and Craft Fair fundraiser 

Jan 3 Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Jan 7 Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Extension Office 

Jan 14 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 14 Education Committee Meeting, following Foundation Meeting, Extension Office 

 

 

 

2019 Plant Sale Festival needs 
 Tomato cartons (Bonnie Day) 
 Gallon milk jugs with lids (Bonnie Day) 
 House plants (Erika Stewart and Vicky Lauber) 
 Garden store items (Connie Zellweger) 
 Perennials (Norma Kirmmsee-Borden) 

 

 

  

Start collecting for Plant Sale Festival 

Contact Sherry at gardenofweedun@yahoo.com for storage, if needed. 

mailto:gardenofweedun@yahoo.com


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

Article by Jeannine Polaski appearing in November 29 Shelton-Mason County Journal 

WSU Making a Difference 
With sincere apologies to Clement Clark Moore… 

Twas time to buy gifts for friends, family, or spouse. 
All the gardeners’ work done, they’re now stuck in the house. 

Stockings soon will be hung on a chimney or wall 
Time to share gardening gifts that will totally enthrall. 

I will spare you any further poetry and focus on some gift giving ideas for the gardeners in your life, be they novice, part-
time dabblers, or experts.  

Gardening requires tools and a great gift is a wonderful tool called a hori-hori knife. It is extremely versatile and is a 
favorite of our Master Gardeners. It can be used to dig, weed, and cut soft-stemmed plants. Another good choice is a 
pair of sturdy pruning shears, which are useful to clean up shrubs and trees. If they already have a pair, consider getting 
them sharpened as a gift or get them a medium or course diamond hand file so they can do the work themselves. 

If you think tools will go over only slightly better than a bathroom scale, then you might want to consider giving a trip to 
a local garden like Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island, Albers Vista Botanical Garden in Bremerton, or one of the many 
other botanical gardens in western Washington. A walk through one of these lovely places is time well spent. Something 
closer to home would be to give the gift of our Through the Garden Gate Workshops, held by the Mason County Master 
Gardeners on six alternating weeks beginning January 12. Each session has a different topic: Year ‘Round Landscaping; 
Perennials We Know and Love; Can Your Property Take the Heat?; Septic and Lawn Landscaping; You CAN Grow 
Vegetables; and The Art of Pruning and Grafting. The sessions are only $5 each. The sessions, taught by a mixture of 
local Master Gardeners and seasoned experts are both informative and fun. More information can be found on our 
website. 

Books make wonderful gifts. If there are kids on your list who are or may be interested in gardening, there are many 
books that can pique their interest in gardening such as Gardening Lab for Kids, by Renata Brown. It has 52 projects for 
kids and it would be great to select a project and package the book with the materials needed to help get them started. 
Another book for a family with kids is, Hey Kids! Out the Door, Let’s Explore! by Rhoda Redleaf. For the plant lover, 
combine a set of pruning shears with the book, Cuttings Through the Year, available from the Arboretum Foundation. 
The book is small but is packed with information on how and when to take cuttings to propagate plants. 

A gift for any level of gardener is a gift certificate (and catalog) from a Northwest based seed company. Locally produced 
seeds have a better chance of success in our area. A list of many local Northwest seed companies can be found at 
grownorthwest.com. Gardeners love seed catalogs. They provide great solace when the ground is too cold and wet to 
work and provide the promise of spring especially if they can make some interesting seed selections for their own 
garden.  

One last item to put in that stocking or attach to the gift is a Master Gardener Clinic information card! Stop by the 
Extension office and pick one up. Let the gardener in your life know that they can get their gardening or pest questions 
answered by your local Master Gardener volunteers. The group is taking a brief hiatus but will be up and running again 
in mid-January. 

Happy holidays from your Mason County Master Gardeners! 



Washington State University  

Serving Mason County for more than 100 years 

Washington State University Extension Mason County helps people put research-based knowledge to work, improving their 

lives, communities, and the environment.    

 

To realize this mission, faculty and staff plan, conduct and evaluate research and experience-based educational programs 

to improve the lives of Mason County residents. 

 

WSU Extension Mason County also employs the assistance of hundreds of volunteers and community partners and provides 

access to the resources available at Washington State University and the National Land Grant University Extension System. 

 

Dan Teuteberg, County Director  &   

4-H Youth Development Specialist 

dan.teuteberg@wsu.edu 

360-427-9670 Ext. 686 

 

WSU Extension Mason County 

303 N  4th Street, Shelton, WA 98584 

360-427-9670 Ext. 680 

http://extenison.wsu.edu/mason 

 

Facebook pages:  

Mason County 4-H 

Mason County Noxious  Weeds 

Mason County Master Gardeners 

Community Intelligence Lab of Mason County 

 

 

Mason County and Washington State University have a 

long-standing partnership in providing educational  

programs and research-based information to residents 

throughout the county. This partnership ensures that 

resources are committed from Federal allocations and 

University funds to keep important educational programs 

available in Mason County. 

Partnerships 

 United Way of Mason County 

 Early Learning Coalition 

 Shelton Timberland  Library 

 Mason Conservation District 

 Mason County Health Department 

 The Salmon Center 

 Hood Canal Coordinating Council 

 School Districts—Shelton,  
Pioneer and Hood Canal  

 Community Services Offices 

 Saints Pantry Food Bank 

 Behavioral  Health Resources 

 Mason General Hospital 

 Washington Conservation Corps 

 

 Other Mason County partnerships include:  



 
BY THE NUMBERS 

2018  

 1,602 youth engaged 

in 4-H Youth  

Development  

activities 

 68 trained adult  

volunteers 

 14  trained youth  

volunteers 

 144 youth engaged in 

educational camping 

programs 

 146 families reached 

through community 

outreach programs 

Washington State University  

4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential,  

working and learning in partnership  

with caring adults. 

4-H Coordinator 

Ext. 681 

fuller@wsu.edu 

 

4-H MEMBERS PRESENT THEIR BEST AT STATE 4-H FAIR 

The Washington State 4-H Fair was held 

August 31 – September 23 in Puyallup. 

Mason County 4-H members qualified at 

the Grays Harbor County Fair and earned 

the privilege to participate in this State  

4-H event. Members exhibited and 

participated in many different 

departments including public speaking, 

animal contests, judging contests, 

photography, and still life. Participation in 

the State 4-H Fair is the culmination of a 

year of learning, dedication, and 

responsibility for  4-H members. The 

Washington State  4-H Fair program 

contributes to life skills development by teaching young people sportsmanship, 

cooperation, leadership, team work, responsibility, knowledge development, 

respect for self and others and communication skills. 4-H members also have fun 

while they learn. Approximately 15 Mason County 4-H youth exhibited their 4-H 

project work at the State 4-H Fair this  year. 



                                  HAPPY NEW 4-H YEAR 

October 1 marked the beginning of the new 4-H year with 

National 4-H Week running October 7-13. On October 9 

the Mason County Board of Commissioners proclaimed 

November 7-13 to be National 4-H Week throughout 

Mason County recognizing the significant impact that 4-H 

has made and continues to make by  empowering youth 

with the skills they need to lead for a lifetime. During this 

time, local 4-H clubs participated in the Fall Paper Clover 

campaign held at Tractor Supply store. This semi-annual 

event is a major fundraiser for 4-H programs in Mason 

County. The new 4-H year is also a time when 4-H volunteers attend an 

annual volunteer education session where they brush up on their skills as they 

prepare for another fun and successful year mentoring 4-H youth.  

 

                          4-H CELEBRATES WITH THE COMMUNITY 

On Thursday, October 25, Mason County 4-H 

hosted the 4-H Fall Fair and Ice Cream Social at 

the Transit Community Center. The event 

highlighted many of the 4-H programs offered in 

our community including camps, community 

outreach programs, horse and other animal 

projects, robotics, archery, and more. There were 

also opportunities for families to learn how they 

can get  involved with 4-H by starting a club, 

joining an existing club, or participating in 4-H 

community outreach activities. The evening also 

provided an opportunity to recognize 4-H 

members and volunteers for their achievements, 

project completion, and length of service over the 

past year. Over one hundred awards were 

presented during the achievement program. 

Those in attendance enjoyed ice cream supplied 

by Olympic Mountain Ice Cream of Shelton. 

Approximately 120 community members 

attended this free event.  

 

 

 

 

QUOTES 

 “I loved doing my  

project because I got 

to volunteer and help 

my community. I  

already have new ideas 

for my club to get  

everyone involved in 

volunteering.” 

McKenzie, age 9 

 “Grace always helps 

younger members with 

a caring heart and 

helpful hands. She 

sees the benefits of 

learning and helping 

others learn.” 

Joy, 4-H Leader 

“I PLEDGE my HEAD to clearer thinking, my HEART to greater 

loyalty, my HANDS to larger service and my HEALTH to better 

living for my club, my community, my country and my world.”  



 BY THE NUMBERS 

Total Reach for year: 

3,254 

 85 program activities 

 54 youth series 

taught, 1st through 

10th grades 

 Total youth reached: 

1,678 

 2 adult nutrition  

series taught (Plan, 

Shop, Save, Cook) 

 Outreach at food 

banks, farmers  

market, community 

events  

 Total adults reached 

1,576 

 

Washington State University  

SNAP-Ed Nutrition Programs focus on providing 

dietary quality, physical activity and food  

resource management for adults and youth.  

 Coordinator 

Ext. 684 

jguyton@wsu.edu 

 

BOUNTIFUL HARVESTS 

WSU SNAP-Ed participated in the Squaxin 

Island “Cooking With The Seasons” series with 

tribal members. The SNAP-Ed team attended 

all four classes celebrating native foods and 

culture. Most of the produce was harvested 

from the Squaxin Island Garden or donated by 

tribal members (salmon, deer, elk). SNAP-Ed 

provided resource materials pertinent to the 

‘star’ of the class (berries, squash, garlic) and 

educational enhancements for participants. 

The team assisted anywhere from eight to 

thirty participants with food prep, food safety 

issues and clean-up.  

Throughout, there was an exchange of  

ideas and knowledge in a truly communal  

environment. Laughter was a key ingredient 

to the cooking series.  

Dawne Elam (L) and Aleta Poste harvest 
fruits and veggies for the Squaxin 
cooking series 

Salmon baked with lemon & garlic 

Hood Canal School - Open House 



Quotes 

 “No thank you. I’ve already 

had my sugar for the day.” 

Saints Pantry Food Bank  

client 

 “I didn’t realize how easy it is 

to grow vegetables and that 

my kids would like eating 

them so much..” 

Mom of 1st and 4th graders at 

Mt. View Elementary, while 

tending the SNAP communi-

ty garden bed. 

 “I really want to thank you 

ladies for what you do.  You 

really help motivate me to 

eat better.  My daughter is 

always after me about the 

soda I drink and showed me 

your trick about mixing a 

little fruit juice with seltzer 

water that she learned at one 

of your past classes.  I really 

like it and drink it now in-

stead of soda.”   

Plan, Shop, Save, Cook  

participant 

Educator                                              Educator 

Ext. 694                                             Ext. 693               

pllyons@wsu.edu gabrieal.volpe@ wsu.edu                       

             SUCCESSFUL CHANGES AT SCHOOLS 
 

Pamela succeeded in persuading two schools (Mountain View Elementary and 

Hood Canal School) to forego serving their usual giant cookies at their  

back-to-school nights held in September.  Last May during discussions with 

school administrators about opportunities to model healthier eating 

messages, Pamela suggested trying out a healthy make-over for the snacks 

provided by the schools at the next fall open houses.  A list of simple healthy 

options, including non-food items such as stickers, pencils, and photo 

opportunities with school mascot, were provided to school staff.  This fall, 

both schools did not provide jumbo-size cookies at the door. Instead, the 

SNAP-Ed table located at the entrance offered taste samples of apple slices 

with soynut butter-yogurt dip – conveniently making the healthy choice the 

easy choice.  This greatly increased the number of parents visiting the  

SNAP-Ed table, discussing healthy eating tips, referring parents to more 

resources, and a much more enthusiastic reception. Over 200 samples were 

tasted at each school, with a majority of thumbs-up approval. Pamela did not 

hear of any complaints made about the missing cookies.  In fact, several 

mothers expressed gratitude that the cookies weren’t there for the “kids to fill 

up on sugar” – anticipating this would make it easier for them to feed their 

kids dinner when they got home from the evening event. 

 

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO MASTER SALAD TONGS 

SNAP-Ed joined several agencies for the Early Learning Coalition Fun Fair on 

November 3, 2018 at the Mason Transit Community Center. We supported 

parents and caregivers in 

nourishing their children by 

distributing healthy feeding 

guides for 2-5 year olds in 

English and Spanish, as well as 

helpful tips dealing with picky 

eaters and sets of kid-tested 

recipe cards. And, because the 

season is upon us, we offered 

handouts on food safety during 

the holidays. 

Erick practices his dexterity and color matching skills 

 



 BY THE NUMBERS 

 8 Gauges checked. 

 5 were not accurate 

and required  

adjustment or  

replacement. 

 CDC estimates that 

each year roughly 1 in 

6 Americans get sick  

from foodborne  

diseases. Many of 

these illnesses can be 

prevented if  

consumers follow 

safe food handling 

and preparation  

practices.  

Washington State University  

HTTP://EXTENSION.MASON.WSU.EDU 
303 N 4th St., Shelton WA 98584      (360) 427-9670 Ext. 680 

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.  
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your  local Extension office.

Office Manager  

Ext. 680 

LisaD@co.mason.wa.us 

                           PRESSURE GAUGE TESTING 

 

Check pressure gauges on Monday’s from 10‐12, to ensure safe operations. 

Of the eight gauges checked since September, five were not accurate and will 

require pressure adjustment or replacement. This continues to be a good 

community resource to ensure proper education on food safety and 

preservation. 

Continue to provide resident’s current up to date research based answers to 

their food safety and home canning questions to reduce risk of food borne 

illness. 

Examples of questions answered since September: 

1. How do I can tuna?  Provided client with WSU/USDA recommendations for 

canning tuna, and discuss the process. Also, recommended they have 

their dial gauge tested, if using one. 

2. Did my applesauce jars seal if I am able to open them with my fingers? 

Explained why they did not get a hard seal (probably did not leave enough 

headspace), which client acknowledge. Some lids can be opened with 

fingers, so it was recommended they freeze the jars since it was past the 

recommended time for reprocessing.    



 BY THE NUMBERS 

 49 active Master  

Gardener Volunteers 

 

 10 MG volunteers 

completed training in 

2018 

 

 11 trainees signed up 

for training beginning 

January 2019 

 

 Grew 2,612 pounds 

of fresh produce,  

donated to Saint's 

Pantry Food Bank 

 

 Mentored 1 school 

garden located at 

Belfair Elementary:    

     grew over 500 pounds                          

of produce donated to 

North Mason Food 

Bank involved 237  

k-5 students  

 

 24 community garden 

beds rented to 21 

Mason County  

community members 

 

Washington State University  

Master Gardeners provide relevant, research 

based, ecologically sound resources to meet the 

home horticulture needs of Mason County.  

 Coordinator 

Ext. 688 

Jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

CATALYST PARK FOOD BANK AND COMMUNITY DEMONSTRATION GARDEN 

 

The last of the Catalyst Park Food Bank Harvests have been made and the beds 

have been readied for winter. Volunteers cleaned up the remaining crops, spread 

manure and straw to  replenish and protect the soil in preparation for next year's 

Food Bank  Demonstration Garden at Catalyst Park in Shelton.  Similar work has 

been done for all of the community garden beds at the park as well.   

Applications for garden beds for the 2019 growing season will be available in 

January.  Beds are 

rented for a nominal 

fee and include all of 

the soil, water and 

seeds (if desired).  

This is a great 

opportunity for low 

income and new 

gardeners to have an 

opportunity to obtain 

fresh produce for little 

cost and a bit of effort. 

 



PUMPKIN SALE 

The Master Gardener 

2018 Pumpkin Sale, held 

on October 20 in Shelton, 

was a great success.  Over 

$700 dollars was raised 

for the food bank garden 

by selling pumpkins 

primarily grown at  

Catalyst Park.   

Homemade arts and crafts 

were also sold. 

 

OYSTERFEST 

Seventeen Master Gardeners 

participated in the 2018 

Oysterfest.  Master Gardeners fielded 

gardening questions and provided 

information about the program to 

over 100 visitors from Mason County 

and beyond. 

 

PLANT AND INSECT CLINIC 

From mid-January through November, Master Gardeners are available to 

investigate and answer community members gardening related questions.   

Every Monday, one or more Master Gardener volunteers is available at the  

Extension Office to help with questions ranging from plant and insect  

identification, plant problems and  landscaping recommendations.  This year 

the volunteers have answered over 250 formal inquiries. 

 

THROUGH THE GARDEN GATE 

Work has begun on the Through the Garden Gate gardening education classes 

scheduled for January through March, 2019.  A series of six three hour  

workshops will be held every other Saturday, beginning January 12, at the 

Public Works Building in Shelton. Topics and speakers are being finalized. 

 

 

Master  Gardener  Office  Clinic  

Every  Monday 12 -3  p.m.  Ext .  687  

E -mail :  masonmastergardener@wsu.edu  

Jack Smith presented a  

workshop on harvesting fall  

vegetables and seed saving  

Office Clinic 



BY THE NUMBERS 

Knotweed Treatment: 
 

 78 parcels for over 60 

property owners 

 Over 20 acres treated 

 

Invasive knotweed quickly 

invades  riparian areas. 

Washington State University  

Responsible for identifying noxious weeds that are  

impacting our county resources, including agriculture,  

forestry, fisheries, recreation and native habitats. 

 Coordinator 

Ext. 592 

PatriciaG@co.mason.wa.us 

KNOTWEED CONTROL 

Favorable fall weather facilitated knotweed control efforts well into  

October for Mason County Noxious Weed Control. Supplemental   

funding from the Washington State Department of Agriculture’s knotweed  

program supported targeted  

efforts along Finch, Sherwood, 

Stimson, Mission, and Coulter 

Creeks and in the North Bay/

Allyn area.  Knotweed  

treatments took place on 78 

parcels for over 60 property 

owners. Public lands,  

including those administered 

by Mason County Parks,  

Washington State Parks,  

Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources, and 

Washington State Department 

of Fish & Wildlife were included 

in the over 20 acres treated.  Mission Creek, year 1 



OYSTERFEST 2018 
 

The 37th annual Oysterfest event took place on October 6 & 7.  This year, over 

350 festivalgoers visited the Mason County Noxious Weed Control booth.  The 

theme of this year’s booth was “Choking Hazard” English ivy is an added threat 

to Mason County’s trees”.  Thirty-seven entries were submitted for the Name 

the Noxious Weed contest and two entrants won Mason County Weed Warrior 

tote bags.  Congratulations to Jackie and Ann! 

 

Invasive cultivars of English ivy are extremely common in Mason County. Ivy is 

an aggressive climber and can topple or severely Impact the growth of trees.  

 

Weed Wrench  

Scotch Broom Pullers  
Available at the  

office to check out for  

one week at a time.  

FREE of charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes 

 “Thanks for all your 

hard work on this 

property, I know it is 

just one of many for 

you but your help and 

knowledge is truly  

appreciated.”   

P. Michak 

 

We are available to help landowners and land  

managers with information, services, and resources to deal  

with invasive, non-native plant species. 



 BY THE NUMBERS 

 72 people have  

attended Septic  

workshops in 2018 

(30 participants at 

Hartstine Island  

Community Club  

September 14th) 

 

 Have provided 8 fir 

seedlings to Moral 

Reconation Therapy 

(MRT) in 2018 

Washington State University  

HTTP://EXTENSION.MASON.WSU.EDU 
303 N 4th St., Shelton WA 98584      (360) 427-9670 Ext. 680 

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.  
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your  local Extension office.

  

                                    EARLY LEARNING 

The Mason County Early Learning Coalition hosted a Family Fun Fair on  

Saturday, November 3rd at the Mason Transit Community Center. This event 

brought approximately 100 individuals and 30 agencies together to share  

resources and support services to families and their early learners.  

Activities at this Family Fun Fair included hands-on learning at every station. 

Some of the activities included Lego robotics and a gigantic Lego table for free 

building, hopscotch, food and nutrition education, a smoothie booth, crafts, 

playdough, BlockFest, story time and Paws to Read where youth and adults could 

read to a dog. Lunch was provided for all who attended. Families were  

also entertained by musicians and comedians Buck and Elizabeth. This was an 

amazing event supporting families in Mason County. 

The Mason County Early Learning  

Coalition will be hosting another  

Family Fun Fair in Belfair on Saturday, 

February 23rd at the Belfair Middle School.  

Funding for these educational  

programs are provided by United Way of 

Mason County, Thrive Washington, and 

Visions for Early Learning.  

Septic Workshop 

Early Learning Fair   

Olivia picks out stickers for 

a job well done 
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Spring 2018 Native Plant Sale
Once again, our Spring Native Plant Sale 

on April 21 was a success. The sale was held 
at the Lord Mansion’s Coach House and was 
scheduled from 9-3 but we closed at 1 pm when 
the plants were largely sold out. The selection 
of plants this year was broad, with some inter-
esting omissions where the plants were simply 
not available. We provided plants from local 
nurseries and growers as far away as Peshastin, 
Washington and Mosier, Oregon. Our sales total 
was just under $9500 with expenses just under 
$4700. The profits support chapter programs 
and grants, and our plants support wonderful 
native gardens and restorations.

Our Fall Plant Sale date will be October 6 
at the Lord Mansion Coach House. Come early 
and get great plants for fall planting.

No plant sale would happen without our 
wonderful volunteers who donated plants, 
helped transport plants, set up the sale and 
worked the sale day. Our thanks to Reba Van 
Andel, Marian Bailey, Bonnie Blessing-Earle, 
Allan Borden, Bill Brookreson, Sue Butkus, 
Peggy Butler, June Coloff, Cyndy Dillon, John 
Dillon, Penny Douglas, Jane Ely, Lee Fellenberg, 
Mary Sue Gee, Don Guyot, John Hefner, Cath-
erine Hovanic, Byrna Klavano, Jacob Lehman, 
Deb Naslund, John Neorr, Jane Ostericher, 
Cherry Pedrick, Jim Pedrick, Kurt Reidinger, 
Kathleen Riley, Nashesha Rowberg, Marv San-
berg, Jenny Schlee, Gail Sklar, Ann Stephenson, 
Gail Trotter and Dave Zink. A special thanks to 
Gail for organizing and feeding our volunteers.

Native Plant Study Weekend 2018 was centered in the 
Columbia Gorge and co-sponsored by the South Sound 
and Suksdorfia chapters of WNPS. The theme was Rainbow 
of Wildflowers: Celebrating the Botanical Diversity of the 
Columbia Gorge. The headquarters for the events was the 
Best Western Plus in Hood River, Oregon, which provided an 
excellent facility. This year’s event was one of the largest ever 
with about 190 attendees, trip leaders and speakers. 

We were fortunate to have excellent weather for the field 
trips and wonderful diversity and selection of wild flowers 
to observe. The program began Friday evening with a buffet 
dinner and a keynote address by Carlo Abbruzzese focusing on 
the preservation work by DNR in the Natural Areas Program 
where Carlo is a Regional Manager. Saturday morning, we had 
the first 13 field trips. Because of the number of attendees, 
many of the field trips were somewhat larger than usual, but 
almost all had multiple trip leaders.

Saturday, we had a reception and banquet as well as enjoy-
ing a slide show on the areas flowers prepared by Kevin Head. 
In the evening we had a number of speakers in addition to 
the primary presentation by Dr. Susan Kephart of Willamette 
University focusing on her work with Camassia varieties. In 
addition, Ben Legler updated the status and gave a preview of 
the revised Flora of the Pacific Northwest, and Van Bobbitt 
presented WNPS awards to Bill Brookreson and Dr Sarah 
Richart (posthumus). The events culminated on Sunday with 
another set of field trips.

Everything worked very smoothly despite the larger than 
anticipated attendance. We owe a special thanks to Denise 
Mahnke and Dottie Moulton for their great work in keeping 
everything organized, Don Hardin for organizing the hikes and 
all our wonderful trip leaders. 

 Native Plant Study Weekend 2018

Botanists at play
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Other South Sound Chapter Activities

Chapter Officers & Bylaws Revision

At the October chapter meetings, the 
proposed slate of officers will be presented 
by the Nominations Committee, and ad-
ditional nominations will be solicited. The 
ballot will also allow for a write in candidate. 
We currently have a slate of ballot nominees 
from the committee as follows:

•  Chair – Gail Trotter
•  Vice Chair (Thurston County) – 

Deborah Naslund   
•  Vice Chair (Pierce County) – Gail Sklar
•  Secretary – Allan Borden
•  Treasurer – Rita Hummel

In addition, we ask that you vote on 
some updates and changes in the chapter’s 
bylaws. These include:

•  Simplifying expenditure wording, 
•  Providing for two members at large on 

the chapter board, 
•  Making the officers’ service period from 

Jan 1 to Dec 31, 
•  Putting some additional wording for 

treasurer’s tasks, 
•  Rearranging some text for clarity,
•  Clarifying standing versus ad hoc 

committees and identifying all standing 
committees in the bylaws, 

•  Clarifying who are voting board 
members,.

•  Changing the board title from "Executive 
Board" to "Board of Directors."

A copy of the proposed revised bylaws: 
southsoundchapterwnps.org/ 

By Oct. 22, 2018, a ballot will be sent 
to each member whose dues are current as of 
Oct. 1st: an email ballot for whom we have a 
current email address, and a paper ballot to 
each member without a current email address 
on file. If you have not received a ballot by 
Oct. 26, 2018, please contact Lee Fellenberg 
webmanager@southsoundchapterwnps.org. 
Paper ballots must be postmarked by Nov. 2, 
and received no later than Nov. 7, 2018, to 
be counted. Results will be announced at the 
November meetings, on the chapter website 
and in the newsletter updates. Please take the 
time to vote. 

Next year’s Study Weekend will be the third week of May and will be sponsored by the Salal Chapter

Grant Program Report from John Neorr 
One of the most important things we do with the money 

we raise from our Spring and Fall Native Plant Sales is give back 
to the community in the form of special programs and grants to 
support worthwhile projects. This year, we have five grants that 
are either new, continuing or finishing up:

•  Schneider Prairie Restoration ($500)
•  South Lake Hewitt Neighborhood Park Native Plant 

Restoration ($400)
•  Sehmel Homestead Native Plant Trail ($500)
•  Valhalla Elementary School Pollinator Garden ($500)
•  Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge ‘Eye on Nature” Program 

($1,000)

 Students in Eye on Nature

Workshops and Conferences
Restoring Resilient Communities in Changing Landscapes 

The Society for Ecological Restoration (SERS) and the 
Society of Wetland Scientists are pleased to announce their joint 
Pacific Northwest Regional conference October 15-18, 2018, in 
Spokane, Washington. The conference will also provide a forum 
for members of North American Chapters of the SERS to address 
regional and continental North American issues of importance to 
wetland science and ecological restoration. The conference will 
gather scientists, practitioners, and decision makers around the 
theme of restoring ecological resilience and resilient communities 
in changing landscapes.

Registration includes:

•  Attendance and participation at technical sessions, poster 
sessions, and open conference sessions, as well as symposia 
and plenaries

•  Lunch and refreshments for main conference days
•  Catered evening socials on Tuesday and Wednesday
•  Options to participate in workshops and field trips (Monday 

only; price not included)

For information on costs and registration, visit 
https://restoration2018.org/register-now/

http://southsoundchapterwnps.org/
mailto:webmanager%40southsoundchapterwnps.org?subject=
https://restoration2018.org/register-now/
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Wednesday, Sept. 12, Joint Tacoma and Olympia Meeting at Titlow Park Lodge in Tacoma
Marty Stump and Tom Dargan, Titlow Restoration – 8 Years in the Making 

You are invited to join us for a special 2018 kickoff meeting at Titlow Lodge, Titlow Park in Tacoma to 
share hearty appetizers, hear Marty Stump, Design and Construction Manager, and Tom Dargan, Project 
Manager, talk about the restoration of Tacoma’s Titlow Park. Appetizers and a short business meeting at 5:00; 
appetizers 5:00 to 5:45, program 5:45 to 6:45; park tour starts at 6:45. Come, enjoy the fellowship and learn 
about the changes at Titlow Park at 8425 6th Ave., Tacoma. 
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Monday, October 8 (Olympia), Lynda Mapes: Restoration and the Elwha Dam

Lynda V. Mapes is the environmental reporter for the Seattle Times and an observer of the natural world. 
She is the author of four books: Washington: The Spirit of the Land (with photographers Terry Donnelly and 
Mary Liz Austin); Elwha: A River Reborn (with photographer Steve Ringman); Breaking Ground: The Lower 
Elwha Klallam Tribe and the Unearthing of Tse-whit-zen Village; and her newest book Witness Tree: Seasons of 
Change with a Century-Old Oak. She researched and wrote Witness Tree while a Knight Fellow in science jour-
nalism at MIT and a Bullard Fellow in forest research in residence with her oak at the Harvard Forest.

Wednesday, October 10 (Tacoma), Sarah Low: Tacoma’s Tree Canopy Program
With the threat of global warming and the need to capture carbon, tree canopies have new interest and 

importance. Join us to learn about Tacoma’s Tree Canopy Program from Sarah Low, Tacoma’s Tree Canopy 
Program Manager.

Other South Sound Chapter News

Chapter Meetings
Meeting Times and Locations: We are very pleased to offer another series of interesting and educational 

speakers for our fall meetings. Chapter meetings are 7-9 pm. Meetings are normally scheduled on the second Monday 
(Olympia) and the second Wednesday (Tacoma) of each month from October through May. Meetings consist of a 
quick review of local items and announcements, and a presentation lasting approximately an hour. This year, we will 
have some changes to note in September and December.

Programs are geared for all levels of botanical knowledge. Unless otherwise noted, as with the Sept. and Dec. 
meetings, all Tacoma meetings are at Tacoma Nature Center, 1919 South Tyler Street, Tacoma. All Olympia meetings 
are at Capitol Museum Coach House, 211 21st Avenue SW, Olympia. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
Contact Sue Butkas at presentations@southsoundchapterwnps.org if you have a suggestion for a presentation.

Botany Washington 2018
Botany Washington 2018, June 8-10, was again a joint activity between the Washington Native Plant Society and 

the University of Washington Herbarium at the Burke Museum (WTU).  The theme was Late Spring Along Willapa 
Bay, Pacific County. The event centered at Ocean Park Camp & Retreat Center. The event combined speakers, field 
trips and technical study. The South Sound Chapter was well represented. 

Our volunteer coordinator Gail Trotter shared her experience at Botany Washington and why it was worthwhile 
for her: I decided to go to 2018 Botany Washington because of the location at the ocean. I thought it would be a great way to 
learn about what plants were in the area that I had enjoyed in the past. It was that plus a lot more and I was amazed at the 
connections I made. I did hikes at the two state parks learning the unique plants near the ocean and impacts from a jetty that 
was built on the Columbia River, which caused the sand dunes to shift allowing the shore pines and other trees to come in at 
Leadbetter Point over the last 30 years. The shifting sands are impacting the point and the entrance to Willapa Bay.  

I reconnected with Cathy Maxwell who had shared information with me on Kincaid’s Lupine named after my mother-
in-law's father. I asked one night at dinner about what the UW Herbarium may have on the subject. Our guest speaker was 
at the table and knew of a recent article about the naming and I got another connection: https://tinyurl.com/y99lxjvz

While out on the plant walks I saw a plant I thought I knew from the prairies--it was one that was introduced. I had 
switched an identification rule in my head from lack of use, so another connection was made to past information. It made 
me realize how unused knowledge can shift, which made me want to get back to volunteering with seed collection to keep my 
knowledge fresh. The weekend was one I valued in making new and old connections.

mailto:https://tinyurl.com/ya5dph6v?subject=
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Monday, November 12 (Olympia), Nelson Salisbury: Restoration for Pollinators

Whether it is native plants or food crops, the loss of pollinators poses a profound threat. Come and hear 
about some of the work being done to address this problem. Nelson Salisbury is co-author of the new Earth-
Corps publication, The Native Pollinator Habitat Restoration Guide. We will have copies available for purchase.

Wednesday, November 14 (Tacoma), Jack Nesbit
Historical Adventures with Plants in Washington, Oregon and Idaho

Jack Nesbit is an author and naturalist from Spokane. Jack has written many books about the natural 
history of the Intermountain West. These include Purple Flat Top, The Collector, David Douglas--A Naturalist 
at Work, and Ancient Places. Jack Nesbit will talk about his newest book, The Dreamer and the Doctor. Those 
who have heard Jack know we are in for an extraordinary treat.
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r Wednesday, December 5 (Olympia -joint meeting with Tacoma)

This year we are trying something new, a joint meeting at the Coach House for the holiday 
gathering, Note: the change from the normal date. The meeting will feature presentations by 
members of their activities, door prizes, and potluck of sharing favorite snacks or deserts. No 
Tacoma meeting in December.
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19 Wednesday, January 9 (Tacoma)   Member presentations

This meeting will feature presentations of more member activities. 

Monday, January 14 (Olympia)   To be announced

Chair Report
Reflections on 2018 and More   By Bill Brookreson

Having decided to step down as the Chair of the South Sound chapter 
of WNPS at the end of this year, I thought it would be an appropriate time 
to reflect on the past year. What has stuck with me most is the wonderful 
people with whom I have had the privilege to work. I have been blessed with 
an outstanding executive board; Cyndy Dillon, John Neorr, Deb Naslund, 
Jane Ely, Jane Ostericher, Sue Butkus, Allan Borden, Gail Trotter and Lee Fellenberg make me look much better than 
I deserve by their work and dedication. Bonnie Blessing-Earle stepped down because of work load but contributed 
mightily.  Additionally, I credit all the volunteers and supportive members of the chapter. I couldn’t be luckier. 

At the state level, when you are the chair of a chapter, you serve on the State Board of Directors. I served on the 
Financial Advisory Committee, the Personnel Committee and chaired the Stewardship Advisory Committee. That 
is a chance to get to know and work with some exceptional people like our President Don Schaechtel, Treasurer Rob 
Smith, and our office’s staffers, Denise Mahnke and Elizabeth Gage. 

One of our major tasks of the year was working with the Suksdorfia Chapter to put on the Native Plant Study 
Weekend 2018, in the Columbia Gorge. I worked very closely with Don Hardin and Dottie Moulton in putting it 
together. It took several drives to White Salmon, but the weekend came off very well. Again, it gave a chance to work 
with a lot of members from across the state. 

Our plant sales are our biggest single fundraiser. With a lot of volunteer help, they always seem to come together. 
Thanks to John Neorr, we have found some excellent projects to return money to the community in the form of 
grants. Giving talks on native plants gives a chance to help people understand how improve our environment. Being 
the chair opens the door to make contacts and change things for the better. 

As your chair, I have had a great time. I hope I have made a small difference for you as well. I intend to remain a 
active member of the chapter; I am not very good at retiring. With your help, we will continue to make a difference.



Conservation of native plants is often involved in 
research and in restoration of the land to support a spe-
cies in need. But through that effort people’s lives are 
changed too. I have observed this in my own life and 
with others with whom I have worked. One community 
that surprised me in their impact to restoration projects 
and changed lives are the prisoners who raise native 
plants including species in danger of going extinct. The 
Sustainability in Prisons Project (SPP) has been a major 
contributor to ecological restoration work. I wanted to 
share with you some reflections on the project from SPP 
Co-Director, Kelli Bush.

The mission of the Sustainability 
in Prisons Project is to empower 
sustainable change by bringing 
nature, science, and environmental 
education into prisons. In response 
to the crises of ecological degradation 
and mass incarceration, we 
aim to reduce recidivism while 
improving human well-being 
and ecosystem health. SPP brings 
together incarcerated individuals, 
scientists, corrections staff, students, 
and program partners to promote 
education, conserve biodiversity, 
practice sustainability, and help build 
healthy communities. 

SPP was cofounded by The Evergreen State 
College and the Washington Department of Corrections 
(WDOC). Our work includes more than 180 programs 
in all 12 prisons statewide with more than 100 partner 
organizations. Program examples include gardening, 
composting, raising endangered butterflies, and science and 
sustainability workshops. 

One of SPP’s longest-running education and training 
programs breeds and supports native prairie plants. Since 
2009, incarcerated nursery technicians have helped raise 
more than two million plant-plugs for restoration of 
Salish lowland prairies. Plug production is concentrated 
at Stafford Creek Corrections Center in Aberdeen and 
at the Washington Corrections Center for Women in 
Purdy. Native seed cultivation programs are located at the 
Washington Corrections Center and the WCC for Women 
in Shelton. 

Nursery technicians perform daily plant production 
tasks with supervision from WDOC staff. SPP graduate 
student staff from Evergreen provide technicians education, 
training, lectures and seminars. Lecture and seminar topics 
range from restoration of Salish lowland ecosystems to global 
climate change. 
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Conservation Reflections – the Sustainability in Prisons Project  By Gail Trotter

Conservations Issues 

In addition to education and training, technicians 
report receiving personal benefits from participating in the 
program. A technician cultivating early blue violet seed 
for Speyeria zerene frittilary butterfly recovery recently 
commented, “For the first time since being incarcerated, 
I felt a purpose in here. A purpose that comes from living 
plants and being able to care for something.”

SPP is also piloting production of wetland emergent 
vegetation mats in prisons. These mats are intended 
for Oregon spotted frog restoration sites dominated by 
invasive reed canary grass. SPP programs are developed 
with partner organizations to complement education and 

restoration goals. Funding support 
for native plant programs primarily 
comes from Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Center for Natural 
Lands Management, WDOC, SPP 
Foundation donations and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Plant 
materials are used by a variety 
of federal, state and non-profit 
organizations. 

Participants in SPP 
programs receive education and 
training while making significant 
contributions to environmental 
restoration. Through education 
and training, we also aim to 

support participants in successful reentry and positively 
impact community safety for all. SPP continues to 
grow opportunities for collaborations benefitting people, 
communities and ecosystems.

If you wish to contribute to SPP and help change 
lives through conservation see the simple options at: 
https://tinyurl.com/ya5dph6v

Hikes and Field Trips
Chapter members continue to work on 

arranging hikes and other native plant 
walks. These are announced our website 
and in the monthly updates. If you have a 
favorite hike you would like to share and lead, please 
contact Cyndy Dillon at cpdillongh@comcast.net  
Cyndy has done an outstanding job arranging hikes in 
almost every month of the year.

Native plant hikes are a great way to learn more 
about our wonderful flora and to enjoy the company 
of other plant enthusiasts. We also try to recommend 
hikes you can do on your own. If you enjoy having 
plant lists to check your skill, go to the WNPS website’s 
plant lists https://tinyurl.com/d7ve59z

Samantha Morgan visiting blooming Balsamorhiza 
deltoidea for the first time after growing hundreds of 
thousands of these as plant-plugs for habitat recovery. 

https://tinyurl.com/ya5dph6v
mailto:cpdillongh%40comcast.net?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/d7ve59z
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Native Plant Resources

Plant Sale
Fall Native Plant Sale

The South Sound Chapter will have its Fall Native 
Plant Sale on Saturday, October 6, at the Lord Mansion 
Coach House, 211 21st Ave SW, Olympia from 9 am 
to 3 pm. Come early for the best selections. 

Tacoma Nature Center, Fall Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, October 6, 2018, 9 am-2 pm. A list of 

plants will be posted on TNC’s website, by 1 pm the 
day prior to the sale. Come early for best selection.

Central Puget Sound Chapter has decided not to have 
a Fall Native Plant Sale in 2018. 

Invasive Plants: Guide to Identification and the Impacts and Control of Common North American Species by Sylvan 
Ramsey Kaufman and Wallace Kaufman. 

Whether you are a home gardener or involved in a restoration project, invasive species are 
the bane of your efforts.  

Invasive Plants provides full-color photos and descriptions of 175 alien species--both 
terrestrial and aquatic. For each species, detailed accounts include information on identifying 
characteristics, effects on the ecosystem and effective management techniques. This second 
edition added 23 additional species and updates throughout the text. You will find the pictures 
and text exceedingly well done.

One tidbit on the plants I particularly enjoy is “How it came to North America.” Most 
came without ill intent. Scot’s broom, for example: Captain Walter Colquhoun Grant, a retired 
English army officer from Scotland brought Scot’s broom to plant on his estate near Sooke, 
British Columbia, in the 1850s, and from there it was sold commercially. Himalayan black-
berries were introduced to California by the famous plant breeder Luther Burbank in about 
1885. Some good history lessons here.

Invasive Plants, 2nd edition, Stackpole Books, 2013, $39.95. This book first was published in 2007 and was 
revised and updated in 2013. http://www.invasiveplantguide.com/the-book/

The Native Pollinator Habitat Restoration Guide: Best Management Practices for the Puget 
Sound Lowlands by Matthew B. Schwartz and Nelson Salisbury. The EarthCorps, Seattle, 
2018.

With the decline in pollinator populations brought about by habitat loss, habitat degrada-
tion, pesticides, nonnative species and climate changes, we are seeing a growing awareness of 
the need to support a more pollinator friendly environment. For those who want to address the 
problems, this small guide is an excellent place to begin whether you are restoring a large area 
or just your own property. 

It provides a guide on how to access a site, to plan a restoration, and to carry the restora-
tion out, and recommendations by habitat type. You will find the recommendations to be very 
practical with useful details on each step. It talks about the value of our native plants, and the 

needs for diversity and redundancy (one plant does not make a habitat). 
The charts in the back help identify the flowering seasons to help planting to have food for pollinators throughout 

the critical times. The manual discusses the other needs for elements, such as shelter for nesting, egg laying and over-
wintering of pollinators. Section 3.4 provides some specific requirements for a variety of pollinators. 

This guide may not be the definitive account but it is an excellent beginning and includes a good list of resources 
for further work. Check out Matthew Schwartz’s blog post at https://tinyurl.com/ybpobux6 or download the guide 
at https://tinyurl.com/ycklmzlp

Bulbs, Seeds and More
Looking for bulbs and seeds? On September 

22, 2018 starting at 10 am, CPS will be having a 
booth in partnership with Eastside Audubon's 
fall native plant sale. It will be held at 21 Acres 

during the Sammamish Valley Fall 
Harvest Festival. Eastside Audubon will 

also have partner booths from Bats Northwest 
and Rent Mason Bees, and 21 Acres will be host-

ing a falconry group. CPS will have over 45 
species of plant material to sell there. 21 Acres 
is located at 13701 NE 171st St, Woodinville, 

WA 98072

http://www.invasiveplantguide.com/the-book/
https://tinyurl.com/ybpobux6
https://tinyurl.com/ycklmzlp
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Chair – Bill Brookreson
chair@southsoundchapterwnps.org
Phone: 253-292-8570 
Mail: 702 Columbia Avenue, Fircrest WA 98466.

Vice Chair (Pierce County meeting) – Jane Ostericher 
vicechair.pierce@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Vice Chair (Thurston County meeting) – 
Deborah Nashlund 
vicechair.thurston@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Secretary – Allan Borden
secretary@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Treasurer – Jane Ely 
treasurer@southsoundchapterwnps.org
360-402-3656

Immediate Past Chair – Cyndy Dillon
immediatepastchair@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Chapter Botanist – Vacant

Conservation Committee Chair – Gail Trotter
conservation@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Field Trip Committee Chair – Cyndy Dillon
fieldtrips@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Editorial Committee Chair -- Bill Brookreson 
newsletterediting@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Presentations Coordinator – Sue Butkus 
presentations@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Publicity Committee Chair -- Jane Ostericher
publicity@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Volunteers Committee Chair –Gail Trotter
volunteers@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Education Committee Chair -- Jane Ostericher
education@southsoundchapterwnps.org

Grant Committee Chair - John Neorr
grants@southsoundchapterwnps.org 

Chapter Web Manager - Lee Fellenberg   
webmanager@southsoundchapterwnps.org

WNPS Statewide: 
President – Don Schaechtel
don.safety@nwi.net

Administrator – Denise Mahnke
6310 N.E. 74th St., Ste 215E
Seattle WA  98115-8171
wnps@wnps.org

WNPS State News

Check out the new WNPS website. The 
transition should be complete in September. 

State Bylaws

Proposed Changes to State Bylaws. The State 
Board of Directors has voted to present a proposal 
to the membership to amend the state bylaws to add 
“Stewardship” as a standing committee to the state 
Board of Directors. This will be subject to a vote of 
the membership and we ask your support for this 
important change. 

Updated WNPS Plant Lists Available Online
Thanks to support from our chapters and others, 

plus a grant from the Garneau-Nicon Foundation, 
WNPS recently released our collection of plant lists 
as an online database. This database has three great 
new features. First, it can always keep you updated 
on the currently accepted names of plants in the list; 
whenever a scientific name changes you can see the 
new name as well as the one used when the list was 
submitted. Second, you can print or download the 
list in a variety of formats to suit your interests; for 
example, you can sort species by family or genus. And 
third, you can sign up to be a contributor and create a 
new list or edit species on an established list.

Visit https://wnps2.org/plant-lists and click on 
Plant Lists to try out the new database. You will find 
the same state map of counties you are familiar with 
plus, by clicking the FIND ON MAP tab, a zoomable 
map marked with locations of the nearly 700 lists in 
the collection. Clicking the SEARCH PLANT LISTS 
tab unleashes the power of the database by letting your 
find lists for a specific place name, plant name, and 
other criteria either singly or in combination. 

A great way to start is to find a list for an area 
you want to visit, print it and take it with you. Plant 
lists have always been great identification aids, as they 
narrow down the number of species from thousands to 
perhaps 50-200. With these lists it is easier to learn the 
current scientific names and reorganized family names.

You can start your own list if you don't find one 
for your area of interest by becoming a Contributor. 

There is no better way to learn! Because you can add 
species to your list as you discover them, you can 
start with a single visit and add species each time you 
return. You can invite your WNPS friends to help—it 
can be a great chapter activity. You can do this for a 
local park or a distant trail, or anywhere in between. 

To become a Contributor, send an email message 
to plantlists@wnps.org. Ron Bockelman, the WNPS 
Plant Lists Manager, will set up an account for you 
and send instructions to get you started. Once you 
have a username and password you can also edit 
existing lists with permission of the list's primary 
contributor. This is a great way to improve our lists 
with multiple visits. This database was developed 
by Ben Legler of the UW Herbarium at the Burke 
Museum. It is linked to the Flora of Washington 
Checklist and regularly updates accepted names.

mailto:chair%40southsoundchapterwnps.org?subject=
mailto:vicechair.pierce%40southsoundchapterwnps.org?subject=
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The mission of the Washington Native Plant Society is to promote the appreciation and conservation of 
Washington’s native plants and their habitats through study, education, and advocacy. 

The mission of the Washington Native Plant Society is to promote the appreciation and conservation of 
Washington’s native plants and their habitats through study, education, and advocacy. 

WNPS 2019 Calendars 
will arrive in September. 
Only $10 per calendar. 
They make a great 
holiday gifts.

Volunteer Opportunties
One of our goals as a chapter is to give a wide variety of opportunities for members to get involved in 

something that gives them satisfaction and enjoyment. This coming year, we will have a wide variety of such 
things. In October when we will have our Fall Native Plant Sale, we will need volunteers for everything from 
setting up the sale, to working the actual sale day.

And there are the restoration projects, mostly removing invasive plants and, in the wet season, planting 
more native plants, that we highlight each month in the Monthly Updates – Lord Museum Native Plant 
Garden, Tacoma Nature Center, China Lake, Wapato Lake, Ryan’s Park and the South Sound Prairies. They all 
need more volunteers Gail Trotter has taken on the job of Volunteer Coordinator. Please enjoy yourselves, and 
keep Gail very busy.

Become a Member or Renew Your 
Membership The easiest way to 
become a member or renew your 
membership is on line at WNPS.org. 
If you have any questions, contact 
the WNPS office or Bill Brookreson 
chair@southsoundchapterwnps.org

South Sound Chapter WNPS 
P.O. Box 611
Ponderay, Idaho 83852

� Printed on acid-free, 100 percent
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Let's get ready for Spotted Lanternfly 

Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is a species of piercing-sucking insect native to Asia. Adults and 

nymphs feed on sap from leaves and stems. The insects are strikingly colored and fairly easy to identify. 

The species became established in Pennsylvania by 2014, and quickly spread throughout the state. It has 

since been detected in Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and Virginia.  

Spotted lanternflies have reached vast population levels in parts of Pennsylvania, and they feed on a 

wide variety of plants. Apples, cherries, grapes, and hops are just a few of the important species in 

Washington that they are known to attack. High infestations in Pennsylvania have resulted in the death 

of well-established grape vines. They also generate enormous amounts of honeydew excretions, which 

can cover plants, promotes the growth of molds, and attracts other insects.  

        

While the adults can disperse by flying, transportation by humans is likely their fastest way of invading 

new areas. Adults prefer to feed and lay eggs upon the tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), a class C 

noxious weed in Washington State. Because of this, we are seeking to better understand the distribution 

of Ailanthus in the state, to consider whether removal of the species along critical pathways is feasible, 

and if some trees can be monitored to help detect the insect quickly once it arrives in Washington State. 

Please add Ailanthus to your monitoring activities, and record precise locations when you see them. We 

already know the plant is widespread, but better data will help us evaluate our options for responding to 

this insect's inevitable arrival in our state. 

Further Information: 

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Plants_Land_Water/PlantIndustry/Entomology/spotted_lanternfly/Pag

es/default.aspx 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-

lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly 



Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima)
Distribution 2018

<10

10-100

Legend
Infested Acres

100-1000

>1000

No known infestations

Present but extent unknown

Eradicated

No data or insufficient data

No warranty is made by WSDA as to the accuracy, reliability, or

completeness of this data for individual or aggregate use with other
data.  Data was compiled from county noxious weed control board

staff, WSU Cooperative Extension and other sources.  This product

may be updated without notification.  Information use only.  Not for

legal use. (Greg Haubrich - WSDA)
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