
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 November 9, 2018 
Upcoming important meeting reminders 
Garden Tour Meeting—Nov 10, 10:30 am, Connie Zellweger’s home 

Foundation Meeting location change—Nov 12, 10:15 am, Public Works Bldg 

Greenhouse Committee Meeting—Nov 12, following Foundation Meeting 

Where does the time go? 
by Jeannine Polaski, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

It is so hard to believe that it is November (and getting close to mid-November 
at that)! I am one of those who starts listening to Christmas music as soon as 
Halloween is over and am starting to think of getting the house decorated for 
the season but holding off on the eggnog for just a bit ... can’t wait. But speaking 
of time, just a reminder of a couple of things as we get closer to the end of the 
year. 

 Don’t forget to get your hours completed and into the database (see the 
information from Erika Stewart in this edition regarding some continuing 
education opportunities) 

 If there is an MG volunteer who you think should be recognized but hasn’t 
been this year, please send an email to a board member or me with the 
name and why they should be recognized. Remember that the Master 
Gardener of the Year is selected from the monthly award recipients. Your 
input is valued!  

 If you have some time and are interested in helping me design some 
teaching kits, let me know. I am in need of some assistance in the next 
couple of weeks. 

One last thing...I will not be at the Foundation meeting on Monday, so if you 
need something, just send me an email. 

Foundation meeting location change 
by Kitty Lundeen-Ness, klundeen@hctc.com 

The November 12 Foundation Meeting will be held at the Public Works Building, 
100 W. Public Works Drive, Shelton. We will be presenting next year’s budget 
proposal and the slate of officers. This is the one-month notification prior to 
voting at the December meeting. Hope to see you there, Kitty. 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Tuesday, 10:00 to 2:00 Thursday, 

10:00 to 2:00 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2018 volunteer hours to date: 

 3,904 hours from 42 volunteers 

https://volunteers.cahnrs.wsu.edu/logon.aspx 
 

Nov 10 ----- Garden Tour Meeting, 10:30 am, Connie 

Zellweger’s home 

Nov 12 ----- Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Public 

Works Building (note location change) 

Nov 12 ----- Greenhouse Committee Meeting, 

following Foundation Meeting, Public Works 
Building 

Nov 12 ----- Education Committee Meeting, following 

Foundation Meeting, Public Works Building 

Nov 13 ----- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Dorothy Skans, Tess Fleener, Kate Jones 
(Tuesday) 

Nov 19 ----- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Connie Zellweger, Dot Browder, Tess Fleener 

Nov 21 ----- Catalyst Steering Committee Meeting, 1 

pm, Shelton Timberland Library (note time change) 

Nov 26 ----- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Dee Ann Kline (last day for clinic until January) 

Dec 3 -------- Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Extension 

Office 

Dec 6 -------- Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, 

Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Dec 10 ------ Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, PUD 3 

Election and installation of officers; Potluck and 
Craft Fair fundraiser 

 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
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http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
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Plant Sale Festival needs 
by Bonnie Day 

We all need to start gathering the pictured box and gallon jug. The 
box is for the $10-a-box sale that was such a success at last year’s 
Plant Sale Festival. The box is 23”x15” and 3” deep. I got this one 
at Costco, but my guess is most grocery stores get their tomatoes 
delivered in this box. We will need at least 100 to 150 of these 
boxes. If people are saving them and don’t have the storage room, 
Sherry Clemmens has offered to store them in her barn. People 
can contact Sherry at gardenofweedun@yahoo.com. We also need people to 
start saving 1 gallon milk/juice jugs to use to hold down the legs of the canopies 
at the sale. People can leave them at the extension office, let me know they are 
there, and I will store them. We need 60 1-gallon plastic jugs, including lids. 

Dahlia dig crew 
by Jack “the Big Tuber” Smith 

The dahlia dig crew was out in force at Lynch Creek Farm’s dahlia field last 
weekend. We harvested about 20 varieties to be sold at the Plant Sale Festival 
AFTER Larry’s are sold out—which takes about an hour and a half on the first 
morning.  

Colors of Fall 
By Dot Browder 

I took this picture in a parking lot in mid-
October, having admired the beautiful colors. 
I hadn’t thought much about it again until I 
overheard a master gardener commenting on 
how the colors on one of her trees varied 
from year to year. She attributed it to weather 
conditions based on her observations. I 
decided to do a bit of research and thought it 
was worth sharing. 

We all know that leaves are green because of chlorophyll, but did you know that 
carotenoids and xanthophylls pigments are also present but don’t show up until 
the chlorophyll declines. Shorter daylight hours will cause the chlorophyll to 
slow so the orange and yellow in leaves appear. Red to purple leaves are caused 
by sugar trapped in the leaves (anthocyanins) and will only happen in the fall 
under certain conditions. Warm sunny days and cool, but not freezing, nights 
will bring on these brighter colors. If there is an early freeze or a lack of sunny 
days in fall, we won’t get many, if any, reds. Eventually all the leaves will turn 
brown either by decomposing or freezing.  

Here are some more resources if you are interested: 

https://www.esf.edu/pubprog/brochure/leaves/leaves.htm 

https://www.sciencemadesimple.com/leaves.html 

https://www.britannica.com/story/why-do-leaves-change-colors-in-the-fall 

  

Dahlia diggers: Jack Smith, Ginnie Nelson, 
Norma Kirmmsee-Borden, Kitty Lundeen-
Ness 

Photos from 
Kitty Lundeen-
Ness comparing 
the size of the 
flower to the 
size of the bulb. 

mailto:gardenofweedun@yahoo.com
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https://www.sciencemadesimple.com/leaves.html
https://www.britannica.com/story/why-do-leaves-change-colors-in-the-fall
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Webinars I have watched 
by Erika Stewart 

Building a Rain Garden in the Pacific Northwest, Erica Guttman, 32 minutes—
This comprehensive video demonstrates all aspects of building a rain garden 
with each step clearly explained. Erica Guttman shows the construction of 
several rain gardens and one of them is our own Extension Office garden. The 
film goes well with the rain garden booklet available at the Extension Office. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Kti4HJ45BM&t=13s) 

First Look: OSU Research on Native Plants in the PNW Garden, Aaron 
Anderson, OSU, 60 minutes—Despite the title of this webinar, it is about types 
of pollinators and the flowers they find most attractive. In it, graduate student 
Aaron Anderson explains the methods he used to create an empirical, non-
anecdotal list of flowers that attract the greatest number of pollinators. 
(https://learn.extension.org/events/3494) 

Powdery Mildew: Biology & Management in the Garden, Dr. Jay Pscheidt, OSU, 
60 minutes—In this webinar, Dr. Pscheidt explains in detail the biology of 
powdery mildew, how it spreads, and the methods and products that can be 
used to eliminate it. I encourage every Master Gardener who has dealt with 
powdery mildew to watch this. It’s a real eye-opener to see what we’re up 
against. (https://learn.extension.org/events/3290) 

Dealing with Darling Dastardly Deer, Dr. Dana Sanchez , OSU, 60 minutes—In 
this webinar, Dr. Sanchez explains deer behavior, especially why deer are so 
attracted to our yards. She gives examples of deterrents but explains that deer 
habituate to deterrents quickly. She also explains that different deer popula-
tions may be attracted to entirely different foods. Unfortunately, Dr. Sanchez 
doesn’t answer the question of how to keep deer out of the yard and garden. 
That’s because there is really nothing that works other than a high fence. Still, 
learning about deer behavior is interesting. 
(https://learn.extension.org/events/3430) 

Multi-agency survey 
from Jennifer Andreas, Shannon Donovan, and Chris Looney 

WSU Extension, the University of 
Alaska, and the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture are 
conducting a survey to assess public 
perceptions about classical biological 
control, or the use of natural enemies to control pests and weeds. The survey 
should take 15 to 20 minutes for most participants, and includes an introduction 
and some background information to orient participants. We are distributing 
the survey initially to participants in the Master Gardener network and 
members of select professional organizations. We would greatly appreciate 
hearing your thoughts on invasive species and classical biological control. If you 
have questions while taking the survey, please contact Jennifer Andreas 
(jandreas@wsu.edu or 253.651.2197) or Chris Looney (clooney@agr.wa.gov or 
360.902.2042). Participation is voluntary and anonymous. Thank you very much 
for helping us get this going! It’s been a long time coming, and we are very 
excited to see what we can learn. 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 360.490.5356, 

klundeen@hctc.com 

Secretary/Publicity—Dorothy Skans 360.462.6088, 

dskans@gmail.com 

MG Clinic Signup—Pat Carpenter 360.426.9845, 

patandlexi@gmail.com 
Here is the link to the survey: 
http://uaa.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_9NatsrtLGMcK8pT 

2018 OSU webinars 

http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/ediblegardens/
2018/09/24/the-complete-2018-mg-
webinar-series/ 

WSU webinars 

http://csanr.wsu.edu/educational-
opportunities/webinars/ 

 

Mystery Plant: This plant grew mysteriously 
in a pot along with other flowers. I don’t 
remember planting it nor do I know what it 
is. Anyone know what this is? ---Kitty 
Lundeen-Ness, klundeen@hctc.com 
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 
Nov 10 Garden Tour Meeting, 10:30 am, Connie Zellweger’s home 

Nov 12 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Public Works Building (note location change) 

Nov 12 Greenhouse Committee Meeting, following Foundation Meeting, Public Works Building 

Nov 12 Education Committee Meeting, following Foundation Meeting, Public Works Building 

Nov 13 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Dorothy Skans, Tess Fleener, Kate Jones (Tuesday) 

Nov 19 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Connie Zellweger, Dot Browder, Tess Fleener 

Nov 21 Catalyst Steering Committee Meeting, 1 pm, Shelton Timberland Library (note time change) 

Nov 26 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Dee Ann Kline (last day for clinic until mid-January) 

Dec 3 Board Meeting, 10 to noon, Extension Office 

Dec 6 Plant Sale Meeting, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

Dec 10 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, PUD 3 Election and installation of officers; Potluck and Craft Fair fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date announcement for the 2019 Whidbey Gardening Workshop: 

 


