
 

Friday 
Fresh 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 June 8, 2018

Volunteers vanquish vandals 
by Bonnie Day 

After what happened at the garden last week it was encouraging to have 
everyone at Catalyst today working on building a beautiful garden for our 
community. We had several new volunteers join us. CJ Nichols drove all the way 
from Gig Harbor. Normal Kirmmse-Borden and her sister in law were there to 

help along with Dee Ann 
Kline. Jack Smith and 
Sherry Clemmens planted 
all the squash that had 
been started in the green 
house and Nancy Dillon 
was finally able to plant the 
gourds she had grown at 
home that will grow up and 
over our trellis. It looks like 
we are finally getting a 
handle on our weeds and 

Mike Swartz and Collin Orr laid 
down cardboard and hauled 
chips to clean up the open 
areas in the Learning Garden. 
The most important job today 
was Sybil Jones, Christy Rowe 
and Brooke Fuller working on 
the flower beds that were 
damaged. Some people had 
brought plants and the group 
moved other flowering plants 
into the empty beds. We plan 
on brightening up the beds with sunflowers. The beds won't be the same this 
year but we are all determined to move on and rebuild. The other volunteers in 
the garden this morning were Diana Sparby, Sharon Bryant and Erika Stewart. 
Everyone working together, helping each other out and enjoying the garden. We 
are there every Tuesday at 9 a.m. Everyone is welcome. 

 

Catalyst Community Garden Workshops are the second Saturday of each 

month. 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: TBD 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2018 volunteer hours to date: 

 1,901 hours from 39 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Jun 9 -------- Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—CJ 

Nichols (am), Dee Ann Kline (pm)  

Jun 9 -------- Community Gardeners Workshop, 10 to 

noon, Catalyst Garden 

Jun 11 ------ MG Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Jun 11 ------ MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER NEEDED!; Cathy 
Villareal (pm) 

Jun 14 ----- Cluster Meeting, Chehalis 

Jun 16 ------ Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Bonnie 

Day/Tess Fleener (am); Dorothy/John Skans (pm) 

Jun 18  ----- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Lisa Henderson 

Jun 19------- Kiwanis visit and lunch at Catalyst 11:30 

Jun 20 ------ Catalyst Meeting, 3 to 5 pm, Shelton 

Timberland Library 

Jun 23 ------ Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Nancy 

Dillon (am); CJ Nichols (pm) 

Jun 25  ----- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER NEEDED; Cathy 
Villreal 

Jun 26 ------ Pierce County MGs visit Catalyst, 10am 

Jun 30  ----- Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Erika 

Stewart (am); VN (pm) 

Jul 2 -------- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Doris Zacher, Dot Browder 

Jul 7 -------- Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—VN (am); 

VN (pm) 

Jul 9 -------- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

Mary Dessel 

Jul 14 ------- Garden Tour 10:00 am to 4 pm 

Jul 16 ------- MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

VN 

Jul 21 ------- Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Carol 

Ann Acocks (am); VN (pm) 

THE FINISHED TRELLIS WITH THE GOURDS 

trellis with the gourds 

READY FOR THE CABBAGE INVADERS! 

trellis with the gourds 

http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx
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Catalyst garden damaged 
by Bonnie Day and all of the volunteers who work at Catalyst 

On Thursday, May 31 someone went to the garden and literally tore all the 
plants out of three beautiful flower beds. This were beds that Sybil Jones had 
cultivated for years in order for us to attract pollinators to the garden and they 
were in full bloom. Really heart breaking. We had a group of boys hanging 
around the garden and one boy had told Sybil that he knew the combination to 
the gates and in fact pointed to the lock and said "that's the combination". That 
day we had worked at the garden and made the decision to change all the 
combinations. We don't know if it was the group of boys who did the damage 
but it sure seems funny that it happened on the day we changed the locks. We 
called the police and reported it to the city parks. We are talking about putting 
up some security measures at the garden and will be discussing what we do 
with the now empty beds. For years we have always been proud of the 
community support for the garden and other than losing some pumpkins, have 
never experienced vandalism. I have attached some pictures showing the 
damage that Sherry Clemmens took. It's a sad sight. Bonnie Day and all the 
volunteers who work at Catalyst. 

 

Catalyst team to the rescue 
by Sybil Jones 

The shock from last Thursday's massacre had worn off and we were ready to 
restore some order and attractiveness to the three small front beds. Sharon 
brought special fertilizer and treated the beds with it and Solomon's, she gave 
special attention to the one strand of Clematis still attached to the soil. 

Diana brought a tub of Blackeyed Susans, Sybil brought a few plants from home 
along with worm tea, Brooke and Christy set in plants and watered. 

Norma and guest worked on the "annuals" bed and found Cosmos to add. We'll 
be adding sun flowers along the back of the beds for height and cheerfulness. 

Meanwhile vegetable planting cultivating and watering went on inside the gates 
as usual. As always, it was a busy Tuesday. 

 

When is Sevin® not “Sevin”? 
Catherine H. Daniels, Ph.D. 
Pesticide Coordinator/ Extension Specialist 
Washington State Pest Management Resource Service 

Although WSU educators have suggested for many years that MGs and clients 
alike use true active ingredient names instead of product names to identify 
recommended pesticides, we can all easily fall into the habit of using verbal 
shorthand. If someone asks me about using Sevin®, I also automatically assume 
they are talking about a carbaryl-containing insecticide. That was the trade 
name used since way-back-when to indicate a product containing the insecticide 
carbaryl. Notice I said “was”. You need to know that some newer products 
labelled as Sevin® don’t actually contain carbaryl. 

In the last few years, a company called GardenTech purchased the trade name 
Sevin® and switched the active ingredient to zeta-cypermethrin, which is a 
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pyrethroid not a carbamate insecticide. The good news is that pyrethroids are 
generally considered softer chemicals, which carbamates are not. This one has 
fairly good broad-spectrum activity. The bad news is that pyrethroids may not 
have the same activity against every pest that people were accustomed to 
controlling with carbaryl. Also, there have been reports of leaf burn when 
spraying young plants with the RTU formulation. 

 So the lesson here is – make sure you check WSU recommendations for zeta-
cypermethrin if your client brings you a problem where they have used the 
newer Sevin® RTU products. 

 To further confuse the issue, GardenTech is trying to pull the current RTU 
formulation from the market and replace it with carbaryl. You’ll need to actually 
read the container you purchase, or see the container from a client, in order to 
know which active ingredient it contains, and thus, know how it will best work. 

 Thanks for all the good work you do on WSU’s behalf! 

 

Topics of interest from Diana 
by Diana Sparby  

Nursery order opportunity - A local nursery owner has offered us the 
opportunity to order wholesale through them. They will be placing their order 
for perennials before the end of June (for October delivery), so we must decide 
which plants we want included in the order. We will be discussing this 
opportunity immediately following our Foundation meeting on Monday, June 
11. Please plan to stay an extra few minutes for this discussion. 

 

Reimbursements - Requests for Reimbursement (RFR) that are ready for 
payment (fully completed—filled out with necessary information, receipts 
attached & chairperson's approval) are to be placed in the Treasurer's Inbox tray 
at WSU Extension. The Inbox unit is located on the top of the file cabinet behind 
the Clinic desk. The Treasurer's tray is the second from the top (see SUBMIT RFR 
HERE). Requestors will be notified via email that checks are ready for pick-up in 
the bottom tray of the same Inbox unit (see MG MAIL PICK-UP).  

 

Garden tour July 14 
by Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

The next big Master Gardener event is our midsummer Garden Tour on Sat. 
July 14th which is in southern Mason County this year. The Garden Tour 
Committee has been working & meeting since last fall: The Garden Sleuths have 
lined up 5 gorgeous private gardens and the Squaxin Tribe community garden, 
the Garden Literati. Kim W. & Carol M., have created a beautiful tour booklet, 
Dorothy designed a lovely poster & bookmarks, the publicity committee is 
spreading the word & a terrific potluck is being planned.  

Docents wanted: But… no garden tour is complete without **you, ** our 
volunteer M.G. docents! Being a docent is really fun - All you need is 
friendliness, energy, a bit of curiosity & a love of gardening. This is really ideal to 
do with a MG friend! There are morning & afternoon shifts, each 3 ¼ hours long. 
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Our tour lasts from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. so docents still have plenty of time to tour 
the gardens! 

Docent Benefits: Docents receive a Free Tour Ticket worth $12! We’ll need 26-
28 docents this year and will really appreciate your help.  Sign-up to be a docent 
by contacting Norma at yardeners@yahoo.com or 360-426-1051.  

 

President’s note: (final reminder) 
Kitty Lundeen-Ness  

Refer to the May 11 Friday Fresh for an attached copy of the draft bylaws. 
Members have 30 days to review and make comments. The vote will be taken 
at the Foundation meeting this Monday, June 11. All changes are marked 
in ‘red’. 

You can send comments to me at klundeen@hctc.com or you can share your 
comments at the June Foundation Meeting prior to the vote. 

Thank you 

 

Dorothy update 
by Dorothy Skans 

Cycle 1 Day 19—Mood is still positive for both of us but I’m mildly tired most of 
the time. Getting a smidge harder to eat and hair is starting to thin. Speaking of 
eating, can’t give enough thank yous to the wonderful cooks who have been 
bringing comfort food to us. Who knew we had so many really incredible cooks 
in our midst! Thanks to everyone for your prayers, support, and good wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Have you posted your Plant Sale 

Festival volunteer hours?  

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 

360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 

Secretary/Publicity—Dorothy Skans 

360.462.6088, dskans@gmail.com 

2018 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.ne 

2018 Plant Sale 

Pat Carpenter, 360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
Kitty Lundeen-Ness, 360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 
Christy Rowe, 206.713.4119, carowe@hcc.net 
Diana Sparby, 360.427.7072, dianamg13@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Signup—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 WSU MG Conference 
September 26-29 

Wenatchee 
https://sharingourroots.org/ 

mailto:yardeners@yahoo.com
mailto:klundeen@hctc.com
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
file:///C:/Users/skans/Documents/@PERSONAL/MG%20Newsletter/klundeen@hctc.com
file:///C:/Users/skans/Documents/@PERSONAL/MG%20Newsletter/dskans@gmail.com
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/skans/Documents/@PERSONAL/MG%20Newsletter/klundeen@hctc.com
mailto:carowe@hcc.net
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
https://sharingourroots.org/


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 
Jun 9 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—CJ Nichols (am), Dee Ann Kline (pm)  

Jun 9 Community Gardeners Workshop, 10 to noon, Catalyst Park (see below for topics) 

Jun 11 MG Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jun 11 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— MG Volunteer needed, Cathy Villareal 

Jun 11 Education Committee, 12:30 pm, Extension Office 

Jun 14 Cluster Meeting, Chehalis 

Jun 16 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Bonnie Day/Tess Fleener (am); Dorothy/John Skans (pm) 

Jun 18 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Lisa Henderson 

Jun 19 Kiwanis visit and lunch at Catalyst, 11:30 am 

Jun 20 Catalyst Meeting, 3 to 5 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jun 23 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Nancy Dillon (am); CJ Nichols (pm) 

Jun 25 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—MG Volunteer needed; Cathy Villareal 

Jun 26  Pierce County MGs visit Catalyst, 10am 

Jun 30 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic—Erika Stewart (am); Volunteer needed (pm) 

Jul 2 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Doris Zacher, Dot Browder 

Jul 7 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic— Volunteer needed (am); Volunteer needed (pm) 

Jul 9 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Mary Dessel 

Jul 14 Garden Tour 10 am to 4 pm 

Jul 16 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Volunteer needed 

Jul 21 Shelton Farmers Market Clinic— Carol Ann Acocks (am); Volunteer needed (pm) 

 

 

Garden Tour  
July 14 10:00 – 4:00 

 

2018 Workshops for Catalyst Community Gardeners (10 am to noon) 
Jun 9 Sybil, Erika, Bonnie, Pamela (SNAP)—Thinning and mulching, nutrition, greens, sampler 

Jul 7 Mary D, Bonnie, Sybil—Pest control, garden walkabout, planning for fall, season extenders 

Aug 11 Sybil, Christy, Sharon—Fertilize, side-dressing, vegetable potluck, recipes 

Sep 8 Jack, Catalyst Team—Harvesting, food storage, seed saving 

Oct ? Catalyst Team—Work party, putting garden to bed 

 


