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Introduction
In 2013, the Mason County Noxious
Weed Control Board (MCNWCB)
received $8,000.00 in grant funding from
the Washington State Department of
Agriculture (WSDA) for the control of
knotweed in the Sherwood and Finch
Creek watersheds and at multiple,
previously mapped, locations within the
community of Allyn (Contract Number:
K1226). In prior years, the MCNWCB
had utilized Aquatic Land Enhancement
Figure 1: Initial visit to site at the mouth of an unnamed creek on
Account (ALEA) funding and property
the shoreline in Allyn. Knotweed at the lawn edge had been cut,
owner volunteers to initiate treatments
which postponed treatment.
along Sherwood Creek. This approach
developed support and cooperation at the local level, but the program lacked the funding to
implement a comprehensive strategy of control for the entire watershed. In 2013 and 2014, the
MCNWCB was provided the opportunity to oversee a Puget Sound Corps (PSC) crew funded by
the Washington State Department of Natural Resources, Aquatic Resources Division. These
crews provided a much needed “on the ground” labor force to implement initial control efforts
on many parcels where permissions had been granted. First year treatments on large infestations
were best accomplished with the crew component; however, follow-up treatments were typically
less labor intensive and best accomplished with MCNWCB staff.
2014 Accomplishments








Completed mailing to 55 Mason County
property owners. The mailing consisted
of a letter from the MCNWCB
coordinator, informative flyers on
knotweed and the WSDA
“PERMISSION TO ENTER PRIVATE
LAND AND WAIVER OF
LIABILITY”.
In response to these targeted mailings or
site visits, signed permissions were
received from the following:
o Sherwood Creek - 12
o Community of Allyn - 9
o Finch Creek - 1
Treated 1.4 miles of riverbank.
Treated 0.34 miles of shoreline.
Accomplished treatment on 39 parcels.

Figure 2: The injection method was utilized during the
initial visit. Several weeks later, the site was revisited and
a foliar application was utilized on the re-growth in the
foreground.

Difficulties








At 4 locations the knotweed had been
cut down. This required a return visit
which allowed the plants to re-grow
prior to treatment.
A large infestation of knotweed is
known to occur on several parcels in the
upper half of the Sherwood Creek
watershed. The property is currently for
sale and legal decisions are being made
by an out of state relative. This
information was learned late in the
season and contact efforts have not
received a reply.
Several new infestations were reported
or observed during treatment of known
infestations and required contacting
non-resident owners.
Several signed permission forms were
received after the treatment window had
closed this year.

Figure 3: Sherwood Creek prior to treatment in 2013.

Conclusion
Funding from this Department of Agriculture
grant has supported efforts to contact property
owners and to successfully treat knotweed
along Finch Creek, Sherwood Creek and areas
surrounding the town of Allyn. Fifty-one
Mason County property owners have opted to
participate in this project by returning
completed WSDA permission forms. As
expected, second year treatments required
considerably less effort, which allowed the
program to allocate resources towards
additional first year treatments. In most cases,
second year treatments were easily
accomplished by MCNWCB staff.
Figure 4: Sherwood Creek prior to treatment in 2014.

This grant will terminate on June 30, 2015;
therefore, it is critical to the long term success of these efforts that the MCNWCB secure funding
to continue control measures in these areas. The program received several signed permissions
late in the season and several new sites were discovered in the Allyn area while performing
treatments. These property owners have yet to be contacted and a small number of property
owners within the two watersheds will require additional effort to obtain permissions.

The PSC crew this year utilized a canoe and kayak to survey the shoreline from the Port of Allyn
south to the Grapeview marina. There were no new detections of knotweed during this survey.
The area north of the Port of Allyn is a high priority for survey as knotweed has been observed at
several locations along the North Bay Road, Highway 302 and along Coulter Creek, which also
flows into North Bay. Additional funding could be utilized to complete water surveys in the
North Bay area and initiate landowner communication, seeking permission for survey and
treatment of knotweed in the Coulter Creek watershed.

Figure 5: In 2014, this site near the midpoint of Finch Creek was treated for the first time. Occupants
contacted in 2013 refused to provide permission.

Summary of 2014 Accomplishments

Project
Area

Allyn

Finch
Creek

Sherwood
Creek

Total

Dates of Treatment

August 25, 2014
September 2, 2014
September 3, 2014
September 10, 2014
September 15, 2014
October 2, 2014

August 29, 2014
September 5, 2014
October 3, 2014
October 6, 2014
September 3, 2014
September 15, 2014
September 16, 2014
September 22, 2014
October 2, 2014
October 7, 2014

N/A

Acres
Treated

Type of
Treatment

Parcels
Treated

Parcels
Treated for
the First
Time

PSC Hours

Solid Acres
of
Knotweed
Treated1

Acres
Protected2

Landowners
Assisted

River/shoreline
Miles worked

2

Injection and
foliar
application of
glyphosate
Foliar
application of
triclopyr

16

7

65 hours

1.3

6

11

0.34

1.52

Injection and
foliar
application of
glyphosate

8

1

0 hours

1.0

2.4

8

0.5

7

Injection and
foliar
application of
glyphosate
Foliar
application of
triclopyr

15

6

7.5 hours

1.64

8

11

0.9

10.52

N/A

39

14

72.5

3.94

16.4

30

1.74

Foot Notes:
1. Number of acres the dispersed population would occupy if all the plants were grouped together.
2. Total size of the project area.

Finch Creek
2014 Treatments

Sherwood Creek and Allyn
2014 Treatments

