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       Washington State University Extension Grays Harbor County helps people put research-based 
knowledge to work, improving their lives, communities, and the environment.  

       To realize this mission, faculty and staff plan, conduct and evaluate research and experience-based 
educational programs to improve the lives of Grays Harbor County residents. 

¨ Greater Grays Harbor, Inc. 

¨ Early Learning Coalition 

¨ Timberland Regional Library 

¨ Behavioral Health Resources 

¨ Summit Pacific Medical Center 

¨ ARC of Grays Harbor 

¨ Grays Harbor Fairgrounds 

¨ Senior Nutrition Program 

Grays Harbor County and Washington State University have a long-standing partnership in 
providing educational programs and research-based information to residents throughout the 
county.  

This partnership ensures that resources are committed from Federal allocations 
and University funds to keep important educational programs available in Grays 
Harbor County.  

Other Grays Harbor County partnerships include: 

Partnerships 

¨ School Districts—Aberdeen, Hoquiam and Elma  

¨ Community Services Office (CSO) 

¨ Grays Harbor Community Hospital 

¨ Grays Harbor Community Foundation 

¨ GH County Public Health 

¨ WorkSource of Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties 

¨ WA State Dept. of Agriculture (WSDA) 

¨ Grays Harbor Conservation District 

Serving Grays Harbor County for more than 100 years 

 WSU Extension Grays Harbor County 
PO Box 3018 (Mail)     ~    34  Elma McCleary Rd  

 Elma, WA  98541             360-482-2934 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Grays Harbor County 

A long row of sunflowers provides bright contrast to overcast skies 



 

4-H Youth Development 
“To Make the Best Better” 

 

 

Youth 4-H campers  
gather with their teen 
counselors during the 
daily flag ceremony  

on the shores of  
Panhandle Lake. 

 

 

 
 

 
SUMMER CAMP 

We were so excited to be able to host in person overnight summer camp 
again this year. "Once Upon a Panhandle" 4-H Summer Camp was one for 
the storybooks!  

 
This year 80 youth attended our 
traditional camp and participated in 
activities like swimming, crafts, hiking, 
archery, biking, boating, outdoor games 
and cooking.  
 
Our 4-H teen counselor team worked 
hard this year to earn over 32 training 
hours to lead our youth campers in a 
week full of fun! The counselors 
reflected that they learned a lot and 
loved being role models and keeping 
Panhandle traditions alive. The teen 
counselors were supported by a 
wonderful group of adult volunteers who 
worked side by side the teens to provide 
a safe and fun week at camp. 
 
The youth campers and counselors all 
agree they can't wait for next year! 

   

 

 

Tracie Hanson 
4-H Coordinator  
360-482-2934 

tracie.hanson@wsu.edu 

Dan Teuteberg 
County Director  &   

4-H Youth Development Specialist 

dan.teuteberg@wsu.edu   



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY FAIR 
Summertime in 4-H is a time for clubs 
to reflect and showcase what they have 
learned this year at the Grays Harbor 
County Fair. Youth entered their 
animals, created informational displays, 
exhibited their artwork, photos, and 
camp crafts. It was marvelous to see 
the proud 4-H youth showing off what 
they worked so hard on this year.  
 

 
Our program would also like to recognize our 
dedicated 4-H adult volunteers, we could not 
provide such wonderful learning opportunities 
without you. Thank you! We are excited to see our 
clubs grow, new clubs form and youth continue 
learning about what they are passionate about. 

Our adult volunteers dedicated their time judging 
entries, overseeing animal barns, guiding kitchen 
activities, and listening to public presentations.  
 
 

Grays Harbor County 4-H families wrapped up 
summer with a great showing at the Grays 
Harbor County Fair. With over 900 entries, 150 
Grays Harbor County 4-H youth represented us 
well. The community was able to see our 4-H 
youth showcase their work, and try some 4-H 
activities like robotics, archery and crafts. 

  

 

 

Dan Teuteberg  

County Director  &  4-H  
Youth Development Specialist 

dan.teuteberg@wsu.edu   

4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential,  
working and learning in partnership with caring adults. 



 

 

   

 
 

   

 

 
“I PLEDGE my HEAD to clearer thinking, my HEART to greater  
loyalty, my HANDS to larger service and my HEALTH to better  
living for my club, my community, my country and my world.” 

4-H MEMBERS HAVE FUN LEARNING BY DOING 
4-H volunteers working with WSU Extension staff have continued to host a 
wide variety of hands-on educational events and workshops in 2022, 
including dog project sessions, 4-H summer camp leadership, and equine 
science series. 

 

 
4-H HORSE PROJECT RIDE NIGHTS 
In addition to show opportunities, the Grays Harbor 4-H Horse Council 
also hosted a series of educational equine ride nights for  
4-H members to learn about working with their horses in Performance, 
Trail, and Gaming disciplines.   
 

Each session provided youth members with the opportunity to practice 
with their horses and learn from knowledgeable judges and clinicians.  

 
IN THE NEWS - GRAYS HARBOR TALK FEATURES LOCAL 4-H MEMBERS 
Check out these 4-H experiences shared by local 4-H families!   
 

Alex shares fun experiences and lessons learned in 4-H from public 
speaking to rabbit care and gardening. The full story is available at  
http://www.graysharbortalk.com/2022/08/10/meet-alex-kallgren-and-his-
rabbit-at-the-grays-harbor-county-fair/  
“Alex is also doing a gardening project for the Grays Harbor County Fair this 
year. Gardening projects involve learning how to plan, plant, grow and 
maintain flowers or food. The 4-Hers are then judged on their resulting 
harvest. Alex is growing raspberries, peas and tomatoes and hopes to 
submit for judging if they are ready. “Hasn’t been the hottest summer,” he 
shares, saying they may not be ripe in time.”  
 

Emelia Read how Emelia, rides through life at  
http://www.graysharbortalk.com/2022/08/11/grays-harbor-county-4-h-
member-emelia-conley-rides-through-life/ 
Emelia, who is an incoming seventh grader at Hoquiam Middle School, has 
been riding horses for over 6 years, and has been part of the Country Pride 
4-H club for 5. “I love horses and started out in the horseless horse project” 
explains Emelia. “I have been riding for over 6 years and like learning, 
showing and having fun with my horses.”  

 

Grace, thank you for sharing your 4-H experiences 
with Summer Camp and the 4-H Tech 
Changemakers!  Read more at  http://
www.graysharbortalk.com/2022/08/12/grays-
harbor-county-4-her-grace-smith-helps-adults-learn
-technology/  



 

SNAP-Ed Nutrition  

 

 

 

 

Direct Education 

Adults: 7 

Indirect Contacts 

through online 

learning and resource 

sharing: 

Youth: 1,119 

Adults: 25,482 

Tribes: 2,150 

“People are loving 

the recipe cards 

and folders!” 

Lauren Garrett, 

ASM Manager 

 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program  

         
              Julie Guyton 
             Coordinator 
            360-482-2934 
             jguyton@wsu.edu 

   

Is It the Carrot or the Carrot? No Stick Involved in a Winning Strategy 

One challenge farmers markets face is one-time 
shopping for SNAP-eligible clients. In an effort to 
bring SNAP shoppers back to the Aberdeen Sunday 
Market (ASM) week after week, SNAP-Ed and ASM 
manager Lauren Garrett devised a plan. SNAP-Ed 
supplied ‘A Bite of Food Sense’ recipe cards and 
card holder. Five different recipe packets, 
containing around nine recipes each, were displayed 
for SNAP shoppers. Shoppers could select one 
packet per week, either Quick Whole Grains, Kid-

Tested Snacks, Thrifty 
Main Dishes, Add Color 
to Your Life, or Kid-
Tested Fruits & Veggies. On their final 
choice, they also received the recipe card 
holder. Besides benefitting from great 
recipes, shoppers were able to use the EBT/P
-EBT cards to purchase farm-fresh fruits and 
vegetables, which increases healthy choices 
and boosts the local economy.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                          
Michelle Floch 

Nutrition Educator 

mfloch@wsu.edu 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SNAP-Ed Teams with Master Gardeners on Food Bank Produce 
Materials 

Grays Harbor Master Gardeners grow produce and plant starts for East 
County and McCleary food banks. From now until the end of the 
growing season, SNAP-Ed will supply Oregon State University (OSU) 
Food Hero resource sheets for tomatoes, summer squash, carrots, 
green beans, bulb onions and beets. These handouts provide recipes 
of the featured vegetable, along with storing tips. The Master 
Gardeners are also contributing plants starts of bunching onions, 
broccoli and beets. To complement those items, SNAP-Ed is providing 
Gardening Tip Sheets, produced in partnership with OSU’s Food Hero. 
These Gardening Tip Sheets provide information about planting, 
growing, harvesting, storing, and cooking specific types of vegetables. 
All materials are provided in English and Spanish. 

All produce photos of donated veggies courtesy of Cindy Burton, Master Gardener 

 

Aberdeen CSO Displays SNAP-Ed Materials Upon Reopening Lobby 
to Public 

The Community Service Office (CSO) just recently opened to clients 
again. Many SNAP clients are reached online or by phone, protocols set 

in place due to the pandemic. Some, however, choose to physically 
visit the CSO. For those clients, SNAP-Ed has a plethora of resource 
materials which can help them stretch food dollars and eat 
healthfully. Posted on the board are the MyPlate poster and My 
Healthy Plate, which provides visuals for amounts of food suggested 
for each food group. The SNAP Market Match poster describes how to 
double food dollar power at the local farmers market, putting fresh 
fruits and vegetables on families’ tables. There are also farmers 
market food access rack cards. Finally displayed is Eating Well for 
Less, a cooking booklet full of recipes and tips on cooking, food 
safety and saving money.  



    

 

 

 

Garden Tour July 2022 

The WSU Master Gardeners of Grays Harbor and 

Pacific Counties hosted the 24th Annual Garden 

Tour on July 23, 2022, featuring six gardens in 

Montesano, Central Park and Aberdeen.  

 

Over 300 visitors enjoyed seeing the gardens which 

showcased hardscapes, unique trees intermingled 

with layers of understory plants, raised beds, 

pathways, water features, individual gardens 

sections that featured a mix of colors, textures, and 

shapes and so much more.   

 

Visitors learned creative ways to incorporate art and 

landscapes, growing in raised beds, uses of native 

and low maintenance plants, and many approaches 

to successful gardening in the areas. 

 

  Master Gardeners  
Cultivating Plants, People and Communities 

   

 

ASK A MASTER 
GARDENER 

Have a gardening 
question?  

Being bugged by 
bugs? 

Send your 
gardening 

questions to: 

pnwmg@yahoo.com 

Or visit our 
website: 

 pnwmg.org 

 

Visi t  our  websi te :  pnwmg.org  

E -mai l :  pnwmg@yahoo.com  

 

  

 

 

 

Elena Righettini 
 Coordinator 



 
   

Master Gardener Demonstration Garden 

The growing season this summer has been very successful despite 

the challenges of changing weather patterns requiring adaptations 

to sustaining the growth of plants in our demonstration gardens. 

We had a fantastic crew of interns and veterans working the county 

fair this year. Many wonderful interactions and lots to share with fair 

goers.  

The children’s activity, that involved looking around the garden for 

insects, was very popular and attracted kids of all ages (about 150 

kids participated). Our tally of total garden visitors indicates we saw 

1,261 folks over the course of our 4 days at the fair. 

 

Ocean Shores Demonstration Beds: Garden by the Seas 

The Ocean Shores demonstration beds focus on community education 

such as different ways to grow vegetable plants and edible flowers in their 

rough coastal climate.  The growing challenges include salty air from the 

ocean, sandy soil, and constant presence of drying winds.  

The workshops and presentations occur at the demonstration beds, and 

often include getting the community participants involved in the 

educational topic.  The Master Gardeners also work with food bank clients 

as they engage in growing their own produce.  This includes supporting 

them as they care for their vegetable plants during the growing season.   

 

Food Bank Donations 

Patience has paid off. Happily, we finally have 

an abundance of produce to share with Elma & 

McCleary Food Banks. Many thanks to Garnet 

and Linda for delivering produce to the 

McCleary Food Bank. 

  

In August we harvested and delivered over 60 

pound of produce to our food banks, including 

23 pounds of squash, 21 pounds of onions, 

and over 8 pounds of green beans.  Holly’s 

bush bean plantings yielded their first harvest 

of nearly 3 pounds of beans!  Very productive and lovely beans.  

 

Including this month’s deliveries, we have now shared over 100 pounds of 

fresh, clean produce with our east county community food banks. 

 

               Cult ivat ing P lants ,  People ,  and  Communit ies 

Master Gardener  
Intern Lou Clark  

helping out at GHC 
Fair with the  

children’s activity. 
 

Produce delivered to 
the Elma Food Bank. 

Look at all the  
tomatoes and  
green beans!! 



Small Farms Program 
Supporting Local Agriculture 

 

 
CSA 

Community 
Supported 
Agriculture 

 

 
 

CSA’s are boxes of 
fresh produce, 

harvested from a 
local farm. These 
boxes are usually 
pre-ordered at the 
start of the season 
and picked up or 
delivered weekly.  

It is one of the best 
ways to support 

local farms and eat 
seasonally and 

locally! 

Supporting small local farmers through education, 
marketing support, and statewide program 

implementation 

 

 

   

The Summer has been bountiful with local food! The Aberdeen Sunday 
Farmer’s Market, the Montesano Saturday Market, and the Elma Friday 
Market have been going strong with local products and community 
support.  

The Farm to Food Pantry Program received an increase in funds to 
purchase produce from local farms to supply the food pantries. Kiley, the 
Small Farms Coordinator has worked closely with Coastal Harvest to 
source produce, meat, honey, and eggs from local farms.  

The WSU Extension offers a plethora of resources 
for beginning and experienced farmers. Kiley has 
conducted several farm site visits and has been 
working closely with the Conservation District, 
Voluntary Stewardship Program, to work as a team 
to support farms in soil health, marketing, manure 
management, and vegetation management to name 
a few. As well as insect and disease identification, 
multiple gardeners, farmers, and hobby arborists 
have benefited from Kiley identifying insects and 
diseases and providing options for control.  

Late summer/early fall is the harvest season, the time of year that Grays 
Harbor agriculture is showcased! Agritourism farms are opening up their 
farms for tours, photo shoots, corn mazes, pumpkin patches, and farm 
stands. Agritourism is a growing industry and Grays Harbor is a perfect 
pairing of beautiful landscapes, diverse crops and products, and an 
already healthy tourism industry. WSU Extension offers advice and 
support for farms wanting to open up their gates to the public for 
agritourism.  

Kiley Smith 
 Coordinator 
360-482-2934 

Kiley.smith2@wsu.edu 



 

Noxious Weed Program 
Grays Harbor County Noxious Weed Control Board 

Responsible for encouraging control of noxious weeds 
and promoting awareness of invasive plants to the 

public for economic and environmental health  

Kiley Smith 
 Coordinator 
360-482-2934 

Kiley.smith2@wsu.edu 

   

Tansy Ragwort 

Working with WDFW 

Working with WSDA 

Wynoochee Knotweed 

The Noxious Weed Program has been busy this summer controlling 
weeds from the coastal beaches, to the rivers, pastures, forests, and  
beyond. Working closely with multiple agencies, including Washington 
State Department of Agriculture, Washington Fish and Wildlife, Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Washington State Parks, the Grays Harbor 
Conservation District, and the Grays Harbor Stream Team.  

Early summer began with tansy ragwort and poison hemlock control in 
the agricultural areas. The Noxious Weed Program offered free disposal 
of these toxic weeds while simultaneously helping landowners in need to 
control infestations.  

In June the program worked with the WSDA, DNR, and WDFW to control a 
noxious weed called Australis phragmites, which invades our shorelines. 
These areas are difficult to access, therefore an airboat was deployed by 
the WSDA to reach islands and shoreline in the north bay.  

By July the program was focused on several knotweed projects in the 
Wynoochee and Satsop watersheds as well as private land across the 
county. The program worked with the WDFW and their marsh master to 
control knotweed in areas along the lower Satsop river.                                  

Education and outreach activities were 
in full swing this summer as well,  
including attending the Aberdeen 
Farmers Market, the Grays Harbor 
County Fair, installing interpretive 
signs, and hosting volunteer events 
with the Grays Harbor stream Team.  



 

       
PO Box 3018 (Mail), 34 Elma McCleary Road (Physical), Elma, WA 98541 

360-482-2934 

HTTPS://EXTENSION.WSU.EDU/GRAYSHARBOR/ 
Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.  

Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.  

Visit Our Facebook Pages:  
WSU Extension-Grays Harbor County                     
Grays Harbor County 4-H  
Grays Harbor Noxious Weeds  
WSU Small Farms Grays Harbor  
WSU SNAP-Ed Grays Harbor  
WSU  Master Gardeners of Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties 


