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Backyard Fruit Trees & Pest Management 
Michael R. Bush, Ph.D. 

 
Washington State is the “fruit basket” of the United States as many areas of the state have the perfect 
climate to produce apples, cherries, pears and other fruit trees. Dr. Bush is a firm proponent of the 
“Bonsai Fruit Tree Approach” to backyard trees. Shorter trees will take up less space in the backyard, 
reduce reliance ladder work and allow homeowners to adopt more effective and legal pest management 
strategies. Fruit trees have some serious pest problems including apple maggot, codling moth, cherry fruit 
fly, apple scab, and birds that directly impact home fruit quality. Bush will present several management 
strategies of Integrated Pest Management including scouting/monitoring, cultural control, 
physical/mechanical control, plant breeding and chemical control. Bush will also recruit MG volunteers to 
help him in his new role in detecting exotic and invasive pest species in Washington State.   
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