
 
If you would like weed identification,   
site-specific control recommendations   
or additional noxious weed information,  
contact the San Juan County Noxious 

Weed Control Program. 
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Eastsound, WA 98245 
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Gorse 
(Ulex europaeus) 

 
Class B Noxious Weed 

 
 

(Control required in San Juan County) 

About Gorse: 
 

Native to western and central Europe, gorse is 
a dense, spiny, evergreen shrub growing up to 
10 ft. tall, with an extensive, lateral root      
system, and is capable of fixing nitrogen in the 
soil.  Young plants have soft, grey-green, up-
right stems with trifoliate leaves. Mature 
shrubs  appear leafless, with leaves modified 
into stiff spines up to 1 inch long. Stems      
terminate in a spine up to 2.5 inches long.  
Mature plants  produce high volumes of dead, 
dry material that further increase fire risks. 

 

Why control Gorse? 
 

Mature gorse contains high amounts of      
flammable oils, creating a severe fire risk 
where infestations occur. Gorse also forms 
dense, impenetrable thickets that exclude  
wildlife and native vegetation. On slopes, 
gorse can increase erosion risks by creating 
bare ground between mature plants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gorse infestation, Olga, WA 

 

Before you begin: 
 

Create a plan for restoration before removing 
weeds or disturbing the soil. Gorse seeds   
germinate much more easily on disturbed soil. 
Determine if enough desirable vegetation is 
present to replace the thistle. If not, newly   
exposed soil can be sown with native or     
non-invasive perennial grasses to promote       
competition. 
 

Gorse vs. Other Brooms: 
 

Potentially mistaken for Scotch broom  
(Cytisus scoparius), a Class B noxious weed, 
or Spanish broom (Spartium junceum),           
a Class A noxious weed. The obvious spikes  
easily distinguish gorse from these species.  
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