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ﬁ? The History of San Juan County Agriculturs

© With An Appendix of Excerpts from The
Annual Narrativo Reports Filed By Tho County Agenta

" Fiizabeth E, Ellis
=y Ag. Econ 301-Spring 1978
- Dr, Harrington k
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Tn keeping with national trends, land values infSaanuan
 6§untﬂy have risen dramatically. Between 19644ahd 1974 ﬁhe'
Qést of 1and}perfacre.1ncreqfed h39ﬂ from mPoj in 1904 1
M.-It is now not uncommon to see-land selling Tor @),OOO Lo pS OOO
and upwﬂrdc pbv acre. ‘hc r131n~ pri e of 1ang haq been botb
/the cause and effoct of hhnngxnn }ﬁnd use PFOCLLC@“ Jn the

with ercosing | :
county. Tor oxqman, ez land o a}uos Xfmf?t:m,'farmers are

-

iquMLJ“er;“ﬁb yppandundty | to cell out for big finﬂnhmwl

rewq "3 ri?r to FOL‘“nanJn JFarmers'who decide to uell

T . .. ~ : ( nang who are
_hawe no 1roub1 flndlng prosvecﬁ ive buyors\ vvmf‘mg from
the uoquW ahd Cn1rfoana avOﬁuQ ! cae people,seek a place
_awqy from rapidly aro in" urban areas. ”Tncrea *lj. farn—

1nnd whach lP sold is us vl for recre at:nn inginad of fricul«

‘_tﬁre; S

Farmers'in't 10 oovntv havc the added anonvenience3and‘

~expence not naqred bv m%Lniand armors of ferrJ T“ﬂvol to;'

Ll

5‘and fizon tho mﬂlnldnd.* The musﬁ plan tr1p~ off the‘island

S +the ' s useally necestibabes R
'.mto 001n 1dc wah fcrryr °0hedulwua'awquv»wg?wH%ﬁMhmmwangm_;3”

 wa1t1np JOP boqt a% both ﬂndn, fThis ine ourﬁnnnmhe p901aily

\

"ijmffnot llvn”tov\ and grain'farmérr,wbo ﬁust take’ﬁoods’to;"

{;:tho mﬂlnlnnd buyers.,. Althougﬁﬁ%cfrncs aerdﬂ JMCOﬁvﬁévhﬂ?%;'
Lhcv arc an Jn*ﬁ~”"7 part of i ﬁﬂl living and an undcr~“

'gtood added“expenﬁg to the residents.- R

Currently, the éoﬁnty is having to foce tﬁé'proﬁleméfbf‘

cgrowth and land wse. The county has heen working on a’ Comp~
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rehensive Plan which wiould ensuro ovderly srovwith and prosorve
ithe rural chavacter of the county. The Plovn is expected to

be passed within the next few months.

,J

Tn order to plan for future county agriculture, it helps
Lo understand vhat has gone on in the past. What L-have iy [

wriibﬂu’ﬁérh in an account of the agricultural hx tory of

San Juan County .
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Located in Wnshjnﬂion Sound, San Juan County is composed

of approximately 175 jslands, The~four-lencent.islends,

dl

san Juan, Oreas, Lonezg-and shaws are served on a uvhadu]ed

s ¥
{
b

basin hy the Uashington State Ferrindg,
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The toposraphy of the Jolands was Tovmed k7 the Vashon
JEEN

Glaciation, Thig is ovidenced by the many Lroundzd lnolls

and hills with clay @l goild doposits in the low 1ying ar NG o
”The hichest pﬁLnt in the CﬁUﬂﬁV‘iﬂ Mt. Constitution on Orecas
Ioland which hos an 2laovation of 2,409 feet. On o ‘eﬂr Aoy
'fhorelis'a gploendid vicew of the Canadian San Juanv to the

) north, the Cmncadcs to *the cmsﬁ,{and the Olympics o the south.
|  Th0 coumﬁy ig known foo ito cool, diry summers and gen-—

don dn Me loendion o)
¢ the islands whidh

- o

erally mild wivtara,  This olimate 1o boong

ave situnted in the vainchador of the Ulympic mountuxn“ and
i

arce probecisd from Lhe wegt by Vancouver Eld. In 1966 .

- . 3. .
the averase tompevatuce wags o bHrick 492,8YF,  The Jlowest temp-
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‘manager who;fhenlformed the BoJ]ovuP farm.

 1fm11m1and.

'ybocwuse of tho ]arge mount of cuL wood roqulred to fuel

5’help mako enﬂ maot z Thﬂ‘nre ence of the quar yk.W encour~Q

”‘aﬂod othrr ‘b siness “,unewlre~ide1ts, and tour is saﬁ ln the

liSlénds;w;ﬂ generally by.small.boaf,or steaméhip,,3Whatfiittle

‘agriculture there was PhL ted 1algoly on a ubsjs*ance scale}

Withithéieﬁéeption of a{ lp farm operQLﬂd bJ the Hud;on

Bay Company. When the islands were glvon to the Amerlcans

~the .Hudson Bay Company sold its 1,300 sheep and plgu 10 Lhn"'

aq

During the pionecer Gtate fru1t t”ne“ were - brought 1nto

afthe COuntV4 7The fruit troos pwovod to be vnll GULtnd To the '

’7nreq nnd bv Lhm 1ate IQOJ’ farmers were cxportlnr Jrultﬁ"

'\'\“‘ '

'<,to the main] nd.“ On. ohdw I 1and, Gnorgc Griswold: had a 1 rgc
'flpruno Orch“rd and opnratod an 153and fruw‘ dryor. -~ His crlod

kfrunt Vﬂ@ thcn collocind by a sfcamnr for uhipmcnt Lo tho’

..a‘

in 1880 the oounty nyperwenoed an economln boouh, Tnn

;ﬂfRochr Hﬁrbor ano Comn%ny wa eainblauhad on an Jumn Island.

wi?e (§ol on?y did Lh n' ndu try dirootl ‘employ manj people but

NEN

umd

”:the iurnace many pvonlo F@@¢u ,@$& wood To the quarry to
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i-ten yearﬁ from ]880 to leO 1ho countw populqblon h@d m01c

i

fhan doublod, 1ncrea Lng from 9b8 Lo 207? ' In rouponﬁahto §%

bhe gWOWLnF local domand for-produce,afarm _ohqnned from a.

.

Fubu] tqncc 3ov01 of onn COw andﬁa fewfchickons,on4smailc"

acroapeu tO'morefllvesLOhk and F%rdenq on arger* crcageua o
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The incrence in population ond indw
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exXpansion nec-

cesgitated the huillding of 2»oads through ovi the county.

Setllemnnts wore no lopsor Timited to the waterfront. Thic
belwesa 1295 and v « ‘ -

devaelopmonth bosan b, Leohnoits scoond phnze of countly growthe" o
it 0T 3 i
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wihiioty - . P )
hi=h he terwed "The Village State", @men~L!

comentinlly P"WﬂxbﬁTiZGG by Lﬂwfovod troansportation. In
addition to ronds helins built, beat connections becamnc qvailau
ble ‘thraoa times a weel bctwgcn Lhc Inlands ond Seattleglﬁclu
Linsham, 2wl Tort Towncends |
The county soon pr r'"cannd from a perjudiof pionéer'isola~>
ticn. Where_zo the Tecuz had been on the island commani ities
Qf villages 14 Ohﬂﬂﬁéﬂ ﬁo the ialend itself.  This third, ang
last stage, Lechner'cnlled the "Igland State” Thic period
‘cdvered fTOM‘13ﬁ7 to 193%2. It wns during this sﬁnge that the
cbnﬂty develbpod aonror Duvﬂﬁﬁ arric Ulfnﬁul industry and eﬁtablisﬁﬁﬁ ;

ped market obﬂnectiouﬂ vith the malniand.

l‘}”"";"

the First county falr in 1906, brought tHe county out of |
icultural anonymity to achiove recognition as an important
agricnltural comnmvnity.  The fd'? accomplished the fnLlow ing
Tunctlons: ~Firryt, the diverse fn:m interests were bruught
tog@thor to dieplay Jooal pro sduee and livestock. Eccond,
in bringing fogether o representative oolLkuLlon of farm
products; the abundance °nd nxall y‘oane en1pleo domgnsbypt@
the rroductivity nnd “o; ntinla of the land., Finally, pears ‘
. : ;

and apples from Lhe county fair went on to compete in the
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Morthwest Fruit Dxposition in ﬂ”mt

This 2 posure save couitty produoers

By 1910 San Juvon County had b
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g .had a favorable ¢

limate,

moiniand markets, they

methods,  Mogt farmers

nd fezding technique
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had much to be denired due Lo poow

“Althoush far from a bhooming arsricu

cultural revelntion hod heen set.

Concurrent with the agricultural development was ©

,fOULh of a recreation industry.

bﬁn’iv of the iclands ovokod a soen

bnc author wroke in wQ1“91"UO“1JH”

-alrmmdy selected many of the quxct
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1l LlfP“ had ecstablished @ goosraphic
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By 1920 couirty ageicy

LR A |

pattern, Geparally, there were dairy cows on all of 1)

Herds veneed in size {rom only a few cows ©n Oroas

and Shaw to dlorger herds on San Juan and lopez. Thors wore

4

aloo fruit trecs on all the islonds, but most of the

mors

found on Orecas and Shoy where the hilly tery

Loebhies

sulted to small intensive centerprizos,

wes well guited to ounll aercnres wore the small fraits,

roepbervies, stirawbrivicg, and losanborries, which osrow fo

- ¢

they attracited :(Hr e from as for

such a largn o
K 3 & Ty [N T . : E : v
away as Calilornia. Both San Juan Island snd Loner Island

tod

3

have large ;ﬂ'"»!'b tillable arcas, fThese londs were plo

1

in porm nd f’v*ﬂlns while some land was used for pasture,

Jn 1921 i] first Bxtention Apent, e, Wil lxﬂm Avthur

) i
Newss, came to the county, Having an extention qﬁonb drrhre :

('.Ql

ooty did mich to anquﬂxh? ounty farmers with now methodse 5

This vas not an casy tazk as onz of Mr. Hessis major problems
vas in the dissemination of krnowledge. Transpeortation was

not always resnular and reaching the more isolated omiller

dslands was cven more diffinult.  He was helped by bronches
ah : ;\5’2-7 on gév.'-!u. ’
sla

of farm burecu whic Unce the

bt ey
v vl

agent had contacted

&y ponvinedyy themn Lo try new methods. o In describing thio

probiomy »e later azent, e, H. Lechner wrote in 1924, "vOur

county ig very qamlﬁ but full of farmers who don®t believe



in their jobs, who are driven by thelr worl, hnew 1ittle of
the first olenents of relative values in placing judgement
in the solution of thair prablems, who dmn’t;knmw how 4o
enjoy thenselven and who hove nover owpevicnced the veal

’I-.

"LLEET of noishber-lite

thia, working throvel avsoningtions most come gecond to ;p?;f?;xv~
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By tho twenties, th

The county agents introduced severel purebroed bulls ond rams

importonce of culling ond propsy feeding. Orchards which had

- - L

boen neglected were prvnned bocin dnbtos produetivity. oo

yo'tx cide and Tortilizer vt boonne move widesprend.

Tractors first appeoared in the cownty in 1924%. The iupn

was not thoroushly felt uatil 1930 when the numbers of horses

had e e '
v greatly «diminishoed.
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The stock market
of the °30s faoreed som@yéOO people oul of the county in
search of jobo. The caﬁntv was not tetally erippled by the
dvpv“:sion as islanders could zet by on gnhrden vegeltablea.
What peeple did notb have,inéluﬂhj goods and sézricas,~gn
could he a(:qu;":._:::‘(;d throngh trade. . |

rogular and affordable Transpor-

Decange of

;ﬂt&ﬁon to the mainiand, most daivrvmen separated theivr milk,

Cconmorl. o . Inoa osmall comnby-like

ungrading the quality and quantity of produce was substantizd.

to iwmprove livastock. Demenctrations were often given on the

s

Tl LS L e
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discarding the skim milk and sending the bhutterfat to a -

e a e e
mainland eremnery. At i]i time 1t wasg - easier to ship 6o

‘ ‘ T ha, cvemery

the creamery in I'riday Harbor than to the mainlond. 77% gold

nillk, - butter, and ico cream to locals on San Juan Island,

<

Th cemﬂnd for milk and daicy products inereased shaypl

S during thclﬂummer tovrist months. . To capitalize on this,
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dajrymen on Orcas Islun&_bullt’a pnsturizimg pM:?“
which supplied loenl resorts wi%h milk; Th?: increased the
ddirymené ynﬁowo by 15,020 dollars, -

Most dqurjmon were very respons ive to price changes to
the detr;ment of their herd. AT high meat pfices, fairmors
35ld their stock Without‘kcopiﬁg énough ropla 3nment \”'Mdlua
Tﬁen when dairy prices were haclk up they w~*'4shor”-cﬁ good
rni]lcé,w3a | | o

To compoﬂﬁd problems, ‘the isldndé previoﬁgly free of‘ped'
mﬁtho éuccumhﬂd Towmn iﬁfns:aﬁionvwhich ébmpigtely~desﬁroyed:'
the pea Jnﬂuuwry by 1”%1, 'Thefoounty ﬁad héen-the.first 
inythe.s,ate,to achie' | importans e in the pcg:canming industry

o

and- for vears had susthained
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tntil the oaiﬂgr.ﬁtfl»rw' the county tree fiwylb~ industry

'haxl bheen ablo to x)hco.“,wzlly' compate with : fruit from Vakvnrze
' ) A

,afm 'm an GCounky had the ~dvantage of proximity Bo west coast



' ‘.T.'a:i. :_} e '!:.hese animale,

madnlendes  Ih ds cvident oy lodlking afb ’..h.f;l seaph of the number of £

mm?].:.jvé‘l;s. < It beeama cheoopen for the went cor b by ers ’Lo pur c'lvm fl‘ﬂi'ﬁy
frorﬁ contral U rﬂ.\:ﬁx(;‘(:(m a5 the lowor préduckion eocts amply mode up fox _
The trnvsporlation (zrm'l';:ﬁ then Al county fruii covld no loneer be marketed
locally as freeh Frnit some grovers tried gelling their cropr; to t-!iﬂ@ri@én

Fine 'Hv out cf’ d.(:s_:}_'v:-. ration £ mi ven used as livestoelk fwm,

= In 1245 'bhe agont wrote, "Some years ago the qualil {'v of Cbhe dadry catile

in ’the coun't'.y viem. so Inigh 't"rm'!;,},n';crn used bo cons to the counly regularly

Tor ecattle to }vra'fe‘h:i_m:s?d to Califoynia smd Hew the Luymﬂs thnt

do come are piclki jve up poox arade butcher

‘The decline in quality wes dne to poor prices. The decline in numbers,

3
L4

wh]’dh continned thronsh the cixtiesn, was lorvgely rela Lf'u to ithe ivvolvemsnt
v £ 5

of tho 'Uni.‘!;ed. States din Weorld 'yirv.zr Tuo, IMationally the cowm'i.ry.e:{pemeu rod

labor ;:’:r:rmu o AT ‘{;}m county daivymsn bad to dnvest in *1111'mf“ machined.

Tet this convens o more mechaniz ation and less Jabor never had ,a.chrxu,f;e to
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hom had bewn 11 Lhle Adomond Low c"'w*y voduetn, AFE l]m whY come 8 regernion

nd ao by +he Hnr@ (1’1”’\: 1):=:'1r‘;or«; shabilis <d on county wns no lenger v.J)]e
aupport ~ leeald ca?r:‘.ﬂ.mﬁr;rq B S R ‘

S Deel eabtble berom to epprenr in the eoonty an on aldt M"zmhvn to dnday

bhroadn. - At firnt fareers fovored o beof-milk c:z:(mm Tese breeds wive pre-

dominant from 1943 until '19,17 whien Ve, Doffor of. Om:xt‘,‘ :.E‘irf;'b introduced pniwe-
bred Tervefonds, Wpom then on movesfarihers chanfed: o ourebied aslocks . Calttlemnn

‘w

eoomrw klo p)'«»f‘m' terefort fnd !‘«.ngﬂm 1)'1;‘#—?(:!(!51;, veb o sueh ovotic varietien 1ike the

alog intvoduced : nd some. farmers still

Th 1952 tha stote teck over the oo vniy far ey U, The fares were modunsed

and more Lowving added, The dmproved senvice b ca i tieeate S VLN L a L T

Cdesd mode ih poanitloe oo f'(‘n).ri};j)f rosidonts bo held Jobp dn nenwby eities on the
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to the "uhm‘h“ o ruuf? VTS
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Ths dec 1ine 1n tho numbor of farms can b2 QXplaincd in part bykthe
fé%orabla ccqﬁcm’c cﬂncitimmﬁ of the sﬁxtics. Farmovrs ;ho u nucd‘tﬁlchgnﬁe
thelr eccupatio ﬁ anuld 1ffﬂvd to d0 50, lThGSE vho shayed with ferming -

Arlth

spnereased the oi (9 of thoir farmﬁ‘aud tended to spoo ialﬁﬂc FE
livestoek alse rrcduned mﬁnh of tholr CWﬁ fead which L]r"% reduce thoss
rreduction cogts nsséniatedrﬁltx tr“nﬂpuvtaticn. ' f-‘ ‘ o

In the early aiztics the ner, wpr:rw7a1 ~al. 3ahalwtiﬂv increanad expo;'

: fro- o5
nentizlly, DPoeonfeted itk the higherfpopulation o

anl inersaacd

twngircrtztjon cucts feriners vore, and still are,wuging an up-hill strugiis

=
oy Ltourlot

to kecp thaolr farms from coing wnder, Especlally duiring tho guw*
scaaon thoe lacha inecurred due tol: fires and stray dogs coen be wn,i antianl, . T

aunsa of

itis

. . | 34
Tt s ivenie hew theze poeplo who sro sttracted to tho ecounty v

purel chapzator i1l teke ny respenaibllity for v's rroscorvation,
In terms of fubure devolopuont, the county hxo ohain 1t con gesiain

L 4

_a productive apriculinral communliiy, The owoi all direet&oﬁ i eovnty

worcsponse 1o the econcmle srdibions during

Cas =
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Vorld wup Twn ﬂn- then vhon the ferry corvico uls 5mpfcvcl 10 CEL the . L

- p;n nnu high ceutﬂ of p*&uetzcn, oene ni]y iha eg,c lating cosis cf fual,
i . lorg rang2

A .
untj ngrlcultu"e vill hove 1o eonbinue to malnbain as much flemibility :

possible,  For the future, forms will ha"a to hogong ameling, Ze H dﬁ

,l;:

ardent on fuel, end utilizo more inteusive erops, The eltin ;ns of the
v a . . N ~

.(,. L

covnty can no longor take thaseristance of an Og“i“ﬂmt“fﬂl aanity foz

‘grar t,A ”hﬁv rmst gorve ag achlve trustoes to p?amate that which thoy
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iaea 09 boing -
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_Nmfertlllzers are scarce

Started Cloverseed r”oduution on’ Lovnz

Floyd I'y Svinthe AlkernltJVﬂ crops chnv tricd - seced

vegetables, 50 ~ 60 acres table beetls, 1 50 ‘acres spihach
100 acres . cabbage : ‘

Seed vegetables seem to he vorking well

nted on Orcas bt because
“es were harvested, 5 acres

100 acres of seed cabbage pla
of a harsh winter only }5 takeks

100 qoros of -cabbage seed was harvested -
Covn Lnﬁroducod

Wlee, PO”H dldn L worw ousd

till planting cabbage sced

Wine w;‘? aker; 9 ed cabbage down to three small fields
o with none planted for 'ua ‘ -

Wvlle, a. new. éntor )11 OF Lu1h growing ha blossomed

“on Orra : A T R

'bomn Cihr'zf*tm'm 1 ree  farming

i
LR

Hortlcultural cropd are not a major concern with the ;
exception of greon peag for'canning on Sah_;hnmllsland

War'emarxﬂncy‘govcrnn nL anoar'g ng f df*nu and home
;prescrvaulonb » : : L

Fresh vegatab1o only for local market due"to;freighté;
rn't'es : . . . . . o R

Pot toeu ﬁill for 1oca1"demand and cons umpu10h

uhlb@ Io;o uGPd polwloos ;ufiored from rlnﬁ roL

-

Therc are 150 neres of noLaLoo in the ounty

bor T1nﬁ Datuern of . geographic
naﬁﬁ are strawvberries and. gardens,

cropd. To the northe
ite end in the Southwest are found al]

Orcas presents an in
“th
while al the opnonl

the orchards vidich were at ohe time Auring the *20°s the .

pride and Jjoy of the island,_ : T : o
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{36 Pcnr gcab

38 Hore acreapge is being planted i ﬂbrqubnrrlea

©%a

:.543'Tree'1ru1(n,ﬂtﬂ of Llittle imvortance and. uttdwbnrrl(u are
U0 81111l a good economic crop though there hasibeoen a :

-,dQClLﬁO 1n acreage due to 1abor shor wgn and osts. -

lily Usi 1p owobqrd w1no?111q to °ﬁ]l +o winer i s as’a source

- of ddLKIPHJl Lnoome . y Lo S
- *h5 More than MO acres of strawberries were also harvested

'ﬁh'Bdkcra only strawherries arve marketing and acreage is

way dovin to less than five acres.

 *55 Baker, the county frulu groving indus 3ry wa strong»until
. ;f%klma and upnahbhne became oompOfoLJr PR

’57iBakor, uome uiPHVD yries on Or

'61 The local Friday Par or Fre zing plant is intere: ted Jn
- o adding other crops to their froz,n peas ',pOSsibily_ ‘

. stravberries . a',idon't pan}out, no nterest

Tént catapillars are not too bﬂd thlu QP: IR

5 Meenach, grains in San Jusn county are dried pe W%o wheat
7 oats, barley, and flaw which is used for dairy feed = .
g because bheLC is not enough to warrent vﬁ]linx in bulk

esg palmary cerenls are wheat (red R 531or erleLy)g bﬂTTGy

«and peas. N R ,‘vl; SR A R S

f361A nev WJﬂtOr whﬁ&u (ALbit) was 1nLrodvcpd becauuo 1t

- - gtools very hesavily in other. gections, u,g~qu11¢tv o
v7!is-superior {(not so gtarchy) with yields of:3/4 ton.
. per acre. Does hest on B‘Mﬁjnnhwm ul}t loam e

f36‘H0rsford'barlov islbeing trled for- feed. ler fhﬁ Turhcyu;'

'iOther~variéﬁ'en have beards which cause the' turkey
eme digcomforts Thig variety is beardless.and test |
y-o]cu show promicoe \mll one ton per ccre wwth rabbit .

N

*}36'Dné of the best coils uued for grain is. pnat. !.supplem
g ment of saveral tong of super jh”“ph“be ig:being used %o
fertilize the morshes which‘aue:ew g yield and quality”.

L e
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' yle]dv of less than 1 to 1% ton per acre.

m

33
ﬁ“f35

g

'L;(j

»heenoch Canadian thlstlo is a big mi
~trca1m0nu ig to clean andidultivate 11

season or spray with AlilCide.

~ attack on the Ca nddlﬁn thistle - =

the covnty was. the T

~treated. This was:thought to erradicate the moth the

W 'J Wylie, there were about 350 ﬁcre ‘of wheat nlantﬂd.

Froduction per acre is less than one ion per acre

There were about 1600 acres of oats anud. bqriey with

Graing increased from 1600 acres tov2590~because of
favorablc prloc“ o ‘A AT o

A wmt faLl, dldn°1 help thﬁ whoat any

i

*

sance. Suggested
h a duck foot

t
cultivator for feur to five days duri g the U%ow;nW'

John GO,Westerpznﬁﬂ, uhww I sland luunche anﬂall out -

e

ot

in the state %o achieve impor-
1

rst
ing 1du try unt l Fea Moth closed

i
tance in the naa cann
1t down Ln 1937 }

"blvst Ppa Wonv1} on Lonn7 ,'Dry yearfpréventeﬂ maturation .
~of. erop: - T S i - S

Chﬂuo‘T; Meenach IR R B ClelEns

S
i A

Due to the increased dontact with the mainland thetinséet
" pests have become an anreaawn preblem:  The pea moth
“has again-struck this year on Lorﬂz' The agent Lhought

the moth was loc allzed fo one farm and had that area

folowing year. ..;~

A

San J%un'Tc and alona Droduco 'ﬁnnuﬂ]l?’aboutUﬁﬁﬂ acres
oof green peas for canning. Two varities have been used:
‘_JQurprl and }OJfovtlon, with a third variety to be 1rlca
o -this year ~Wiscousin Taxly meet. Thls new varLety 18

. supposed Lo be wlif resis Lant . et YL

§ o

Meenach, although the FPea Hoth vas thdughtfto havh‘bﬁen

limited to one farm and steps were taken in late s gummer .

of '35 4o erradiesnte them, infeﬂtation.vas found bv

harvest time on 2unother Lopez island. AL“O on Orca“'
there was a light iafection and un Saanaun Island  infes-

P N SN
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"*39 Pea moth is still around

'j°40'

~of normal while 209 of the crops had pea moth and
r

1y

tiong were found on two dif*ﬁreni {arua.. In all cases
hut cne the moths were found in vetch. This is
besinming of the end « «

The pea moth is dnvo‘tu“j‘n{?; the home pgarden peas and the
county extention agent wrgszs all garden peas destlroyed
prior to ripening Lo brezk up the 1life cycle of the -
the insect . o '

The 1937 pea erop was the largest pen crop: or!!v6QQ'
acres were vined producing a uoL 11 of 70, OOO cases, of
peas ; -

b

C. F. Webster, the phd.CTOp is only 45% ‘of normal thisg:

year

-~ 4

Precipitation was only 60% of normal, pea crop iu homf,

all crops are undﬁy'q“"“ﬁﬂhaﬁn for a time, . then on]y peas .

'!.‘}4,0

35

oy

7.‘@”![.3
-?fl4,l,t,
8. 58

“'3)

~erop was damaged by the pea moTH,‘es

' hqd to Jﬁop sing Lhﬂ Durplp'vebvh.

No more veteh ov'poa 1nvthe,pountyv,g

- 80il organic hatt.rp

to California.. Thé pea industry.is cno;‘

Only ten percent of normel w¢r~ng Wa s p1anL~H this

~year in ssed peas. The Pen MQLH is &0 pl@VaLOﬁt noW-bhe

industr y' has ,baen akandoneds

oo
|5 B

Pea_moth have ruzned ?OO acyeszpf seaed pe

Vetch sced is the only Prop lefta, During 1940 1, 2”
acres of seed veteh were planied. Ten percpnl of tho :
pecially in the fall,
The spring and fﬂ11’”r0pq were damaged by the Sitonia
Vicevil. ‘'he Count y Extonhlon Agent is loohsup for =
dlLDPﬂai1vﬂ crops o

Due to conbimmed barrapge by bhe pea mabh far ers havﬁiv

weed peas are pacl, 1o acres of - tho ffﬁ,'ff‘ AR
Meenqrh pncouvﬁ in. the prowing of alf QLfd to merove
soil fertility. Most o ¢ils have become deficient in .|

0f the legumes, alfalfa is most i pﬂrt“nt.'fFarmerSwneed

onecourasement not o plnnﬁ nurge erops and in 1943 some

>0
Pl
pregress vias vigible in © hat area -
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il is problem 1n tha alfqlfa,

2,500 acres Of»alfalfa, no mere vetoh or*peas

5 Alfalfa

3 o
18

a lifesaver. It 8 vgrthwtxty is well apprec

3

iated as hay, summer pasture for dairy cattle, fattening
for l*mbo and horu,‘and range for poultry. ' :

Uglng a]fﬂlfa as poulLrV feed.; SOO'fafﬁs in the county

Poultry,

Limited mostly Shaw. I sland. The islanders are

worki ing on cu11lnﬂ by the age of 1b we ekg,~ They are
superior layers with a low WOVfﬂ11uy There is a problem
with a nhew hvh13d bird which has a2 mortality rate of

,ooo]ed,

2 oa.

;W?xﬂ eting -
The eges

“between 37,3 and 40 percent. Scme problems with' coce-
For the first time Minorca Leghorn Hybrids.

‘‘are being tried in the county. They produce irregular
“.egrs in a2ll respects:  size, shape, guality and vigor.

the egzs are shipped to the mainland by boat.
are nlthv desired due to the careful packing
and high qualit y of the eggsg, They are clean and kept -

Ninety pprcent of all POhﬂl] agos-are pfoduced on Shaw, .

UIslando:A

"~ while 957 of all county turkeys are grown on San Juqn
Qu1kﬂv numborﬂ are ¢ 11L1 at 15,000.‘ B

C;F, deb yter +dkos over

Problem~with'rat.

spreadlna fcwl_muberuu1031u.

There are ?O OOO chJchen ; 1arge t flock" are around
2, OOO hirdu ; i o .

Wm. W que*, roultry h"“ fhllen off dun to thn hﬂgh
st of foed and tranuporiailon

Baker, 1hrnc flock“ of ohlckoﬂm on Uhdw affented w1th

‘There ﬂre more g 1qyer° on uan Juaﬂ Icland.

A drop in egs DPIPC“ anad Lhe h‘ﬁh Gcost of feed is nnt
very condusive
igolation 1s helpfl in keeping the birds;felatively;free

of diso_u

R ie)

to local production, however: the county 3]

Turkoy yroﬂuction i gaining a footho]d 1n the countj.

CPhe puamk

NoXAIR!

AR

have

WN”fca ed io 8 000 birds.“




| ”ﬂjé Turkeyo numborg arn up %o around l OOO blrde‘”
:3';58 murkeJS numbpro'are down to 6 OOO birds.fuf‘gf‘f

‘iJ}43"Now 5, 500 turke;s 1n the coun+yt~'

15l This is the end of the turkey

“‘25.Diirying‘i ‘on the dPOllne, sheep numbors increa51ng

 £i35 D%lry is oulll on in“ dcclzn Due to hlgh prxccﬂ dqlry«
T men are selling thelrrstoc?‘w~th a. low vetentlon of young“
"*,replacenent anlmal L AT AR o S

lﬂThere arc over 2 OOO dalry cows 1n the county tnls year ‘,

.37 "ALL Dalrymen thp bufterfat but for: two or three who sell
-, their fresh milk to a dairy in Friday Harkor., It is. Do
- a bigger problem to ship the high grado butt@rf cvto,the~
"creamery‘at Frldqy Harbor.g‘,~, o R AT LA

1 '39 Lhero in 4 pﬂ"1uri‘ ing plant on 0r ‘é aﬂd'income isﬂup:lSO%,
B ;~They“ar ~sn111nﬁ t ‘10ca1 re Borts.VT G S T

”* }'#1 New outbrcak of Bangs Dluea“e

LY War prcparatzon is on roznn.a A war emergency, govgrnm‘f
» - ment is encouraging gardens, home preservation. Ther
1Ao‘a labor “hOVhﬂﬂﬁu Adoption of mi1kwng mwchjnes ’

 First mllklng machanHVA;ivlif

'Becauae of Lranoportqtion problom thﬁ 0ounty can not 5L
smarket. eream for butter. Var Producticn” ‘demand 1S~fqrrg
Ftho.mllk products uch as dry millk and cheeoc.j . Coe

; uVlnth, thP dalry 1nduufry bothorod bJ Warble 1n{e taTion f

*?a§43;Thcro qro 2:000 cows in +the ooun(y +houﬁh hlnh {ecd prlce
S and low sour cream prices are malking dairvmen ]ook mnrei
lfjf“toand" beef cows whlch htva a better marhet SR

J?MQ,Dalry cows ara down 1cn poxnont to around 1800 nomu.“f‘

g The ﬁumber of daary aow s down to 1 71&

A'&éaThe pr:ce Pe,ﬂ11Oth1p fov buttorfat is better althouﬁl
- Tthe cow prjco rewmaing the same

BN

A L

eI

PRSP SR

R T W R a A FT R L 1 ey o5
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_Fewov dalry cattle due to hiph prlces, thh'Jabov OO;%B, a
";jand favorable beef prmces.fu"SOme ‘years.ago the quality
- of. thn'dalry cattle: in the county was so high that. buyero

~ used to come %o the’ county regularly for cattle to be

. shipped to California and elsewhere.  Now the buyers that
fdo come are plckln up poor Frade putcher stock" Smlth

- '53 Grade A mllk was Shlpp@d out a% fa ctory milk wh11e5~
1‘uk1m mllk was poured down tho draln bﬂcause of no looal
fdemand : S ‘ o 2

.fOctober, ten producers dellvered 30 OOO grade A
'ilPlfteen Gradc A. hlppers dellvered 6),000 ‘grade A

' yDron in . both mljk productlon ﬂnd demqnd‘“

.:'Art1f101a1 1nqemin1tion flr%t u ed 1n the county -

| 'oan Juan County is in the unique po 1tmon of havmnp the
~7 highest demand dur:nw the . cummer perﬁod which is the
*ﬂpeak produoblon tlmo ‘,_ e e :

‘A mi]k problem iz -,u1vod by dnvortihg urplu »milc’%o

‘Burlington. The present hottling plqnt can only pZOVJdG

‘for the local market.  During the. tourist. Jeq en,LopezA
;mllk will bc send To ?r¢dqy {5 LA e

'C‘DOI' o

’“The CPE&mFY ine Prlday H rbor gocn out 06 bus;neus

ancf oqttle hwve ”tart9d to appear in the county.
'ifavor a beef~m11k crouu;“ 80 hoad preoently L

*Beef cattle are galnlng a foothold pec1al1y”on Orcasd

i;Mr. Cofier on Orca° has inﬁroduced purebred:

'

‘ﬂorefords
~?Moro purehred boef cattle, there ls an 1nbere
&fford and Angu% breeds - S :

st;;n;Here%VQ

nghc number of bnef cuttle 1n“"

”5Hog° and uhpep ar b91nn cu?tivated on a. smallk
fthe hogs mos tLy al)ion LOpnz ’ .
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Tﬁ( hnnp pnpuLutJon lU at Iy OOO howd,:brcdomlnwntly
ford Downs . C ,

Thcrﬁ is.a chnd ior sheep to replaou daxry c%tulc because
of carlcity of good labor at even higher prices, luw
price of dairy products and relatively good price of

“wool and lambs, and sheep foed bcitcr on the cut over

lands of the county

7,39 "howp over six months of age, 60 farms'flocks{3

4

. (8,000 ayS records of 1942) -

Numbers'of sheep are OWimbinﬁ. u7rontly Lhorn are 8,000
head though many are bothered by tapoworm. 755 of 111
lambs butchered by a localiman were infected bv the worm

wine are good companions vith the daLry 1nduery as -

‘thry CuhULJllZG Lhn sljmmwkl for fee@

Sheep have twck tr oublou,

h‘Jicr&rocn, the conntJ hald three “recxal lamhs sales.

There wes grealter market act1v1ty dﬂd ha gher plloeo

Wocl prices wnrn 1ov.__new al ‘sheep men: 11qu1dated Llocku.
motﬂl *hﬂ P v@cuvhed is le s than 3,000 _

;The ohcpp popuLatlcn contlnues to decline
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