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CHAPTER X

Introduction to San Juan Island

San Joan Inlend is one 6f the group of ialandé, knmm by the same
name, which belongsto thé state of Washington. This group is located
between the Strait of Georgia and Puget Sound, with Vancouvér ,Iéland», B C;'
on the west and the mainland of Washington on ‘the east. e L
San Juen Island, having an arca of 55,39 square mileé, is t.he.
gecond largest in the group of 172 islands. It is slso the most westerly
mejor island in the grbu;é, approximately twerrbyuaeyén alr hils»s {mat of
the YWashington State mainlend and geventy~one air miles northvest of
Seattle, | i '
It is the location of the county seat, Friday Harbor, fér the county
of San Juan, Of the' 3,245 present population in the comnty, 1,61l are |
" living on this island alone and 703 live in Fi-j.day Harbor, These popula-
tion fipures have increased by 300 piu_s during ﬁhe last 50 years. ;
The Island hag fcu; major bases in its econony; ggricul_turﬁe, fiahing,
lime irduatry and recreation plus retirément. Thraugh the vears ég:"i«-_ |
eulture, fishing and the lime industry have been progressively dwindling
in importance, while recreation and retirement have been puah‘ing toward
the {ront, 'I'hé reductién of africultural‘inportance ig due'ma'inly'_.t;o
lfarm management practices, the um:illj.ngness or inabiiity to'mkiernizo
and +the developement of competétive production areag in p'ovsitiom' Ma
adventageous to markets, An indirect factor bF “inrportsnce is the
inereese in the rabblt populetion on the Island, The fishing iﬁduatry

hes declined in importance due to the past management, of the "Salmo'n rung
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for Salmon is the most important fish to the canning: industry i.n this
area, The lime industry has ceésed to exist as of 195”:. ‘Thia-v;as due
to utilizing all of the top cuwality lime available on the Isiand. The

- recreation-retirerment induatry of the Island has become more Mportazit
in the lagt two yearé due to the increase in public interest in boating
and to retirevent plans that have been intiroduced in much_of‘ﬁha'

industry of the nation.
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CHAPTER I1

The Physicel Base

. Tonopranh

The topography of San Juan Island is varied and intefésting; The
wegtern side of the Island is wade up of hills and rolling plains up
to an elevation of 1,080 feet shove sea level, The north end and the
eastern side of the Ieland are cﬁmposed of‘rolling plainﬁ, The central
pert of the Igland is composed of valleys, with San Juaﬁ Valley being
the mogt important with regerds to agriculture, The scuthern tip pf
the Tsland is composed of falrly flat plains running to the water's
edpe. There are no mountains on the Island, and all hills are well
rounded due to\glaciation. ;

During the last ice age the entire washiggton Sound aree was
covered by glaciers.‘ These placiers rounded the tops of all thé eypoged
rountaing and hillas, In fect all of the lglands in this area are come |
nosed of sedimentary rock, chiefiy from the Paleozoic and Fesozoic eras,
Geology l

San JnanvIsland is compoged of aedimenféry rock of. four main tybes.
The largest part of the Island 48 covered witﬁ Cuaternary sedimenté:y
rock from the Cenozoic era, The second most important rock, inarea .
covered, is composed of Pennsylvanian and Permian dépbsits of the
Paleozolc era. Yuch of the hilly replon on the Island is made ﬁp of

Devonian and Miseissippian depoaits from theiPalaonic era, There are
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alao iaolated deposits s over. the Island, of Upper Triassic aedimnta

and outcrops ai‘ igneous rocks of the Jurassic and Late Juraaaic eragsy

Climate

A complete picture of the climate of San Juan Island is not aveile |
able,‘ ag only the temperature and the 'preciyitatioﬁ mcor&s wers .'ha}:an
fcr a tenwyear period, The yvear of 1939 is used as the évnrage' year '
of records in meking the graphs on the fdlicming page, As is shown in :
the grarh, the Island has a Marine type of climate with & winter mexdonmn

' precipitation and a temperature curve veid of hafsh extremes, The

amual mean tempersture is '149.9 F, and the annual averagé pmqipitation
is 22,52% gt Friday Harbor, The xmxrber of rainjr davs per vear is 153, and
the prevailing wind is fron the southwest. These figures, alens; do not

ahow the entire picture of the Island's climate, for while the Island .

~ has & precipitation regime of a Marine Climate tvpe, its mean fimme s

much lower than would be expected, A look at the Climatological Data
on the. i’ollm-}ing page helps ekiplain this seemingly peradox eltuation,
The climatological datg for Forks, Washington, during the same tix;ze' ;
perdod as that for FrAiday'Harbor.u :I.s. shown also on the following .page..

In comparing the tanzperaﬁureé of ';:h.e two stations, it is very striking
that knﬁ'h[h@e almsf an identieal texrperatuzv cum. The precipitation
barg are very noticeably different‘in +o‘oa} arounts even though the
péttem is the aame, A look at the map above the two gmphs clearly
ghows the reasoh for this, Forks is located at the foothills of the

Olymmic Mountaing, and ae the pmvailin;; southwesterly winds rise to

e

1 Roy D, Melellan, The. (’eolog' of the San Juan Ielandp, 4 Univerei{:y

of Washington publication in Geology. Vol, 2, Seattlé; :
- Vashington, Univ, of Wash, Press 1927. B
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pass over these mountains they lose much of their precipitation due to
ororrapﬁic principles. This causes Forks to have an annual average
precipitation of 138,53" and an average nuwber of 237 rainy days per
years., £8 the winds pasgs over the Clyrpics they dry out and écntirme
to do =0 as they slip down the lee side and reach the Washington Sound,
Hefe.they gstart to pick up moisture sgain while crogsing the water,
When they reach the San Juans thev arain lose moisture but not to such
an exteﬁt_as before, Here the hills of 3an Juan Island play an important
part in eontrolling the netural Tlora of the I[sland, for agein oregraphic
precipitation is had éver the western side and the northern part of the
Islend, The southern tip of the Islond does not get this effect due to
‘ita»topography.

Therefore, in regards %o clirmatological data; San Jnan Tsland
cannnﬁ be conslidered by itself, but rust be compared with the Olymple
liountaing, on the Olymoie Penins:la, as they are an important féctor

in the precipitetion rate for the Island,

Olympic Fountains
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Flors

The main flora of the Ysland are the Douglag Pir tree, Alder
and various érasqes. "I’hie flore spesks for the climate of the Island
in that the northern half of the Island 1s predominately Douglas Fir
while the southern half is genérally an open gragsland,
Sols

Due to the various types of sedimente and their 1oczi’c.ior\, the
elimate and ;mi;m'al flora of the Island, there are sL{ main series of
‘eoils pregent ﬁsriafr. They are the Everett and the San Juan Soils of
‘the nill tops which make np 37.6 percent of the Islandls area; the
Alderwood Sclls of the valley and ciepmséioha above anproximastely 200
feet élrevation,’ vhich meke up 55 percent of the Islands the Norra and
Bellingham Soils, of the valleys lowef than 200 feet elevation which
nake up 5.3 percent of the ares and the peats and ‘@clcs of the tidal
marsh flatg and interior nershes which form the remaining 2.1 percent
of the Island's ares.q

The Fyerett and the San Juan Scils heve areas or rocky lands
interepersed between and arong thewm, The Everett Soils are & gravelly
sandy loam to 2 stony VS-:'l’de}' Toar in hexture and are characterized bj,.?
excessive drainage, The San Jusn Soils are gandy loams to rravelly
sandy losms in texture and are also characterized by-excessive drainage,
The }"vez’ftt Soiles are in abundance in the hills on the western side of

the Island,and the San Juan Soils arve sbundant at Turn Point and at

D

Tattle Point on the southern tip of the Island.B

v

¢ Ut Vitous s A Surmary of the Land of San Juan Taland and its Uses,

Fonan e

A paper for Geography 499 at the Univ, of Vash,, Seattle,

: Wesh., 1952,
2 Ibid :

-
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The Alderwood Soils\rénge in texture freﬁ gravelly loan to sils
loarm, They are well drained, but sfill have good water reteniién‘
characterigiica, Théir effective depth ranges ffom_?&'to 30 incheag‘
below vhieh there is usuallv a hardbap layer.h . |

Vhile the Norma and the Bellingham Soils are mimoir in area, they
" are very important in use, The nmajor occurrénce of Nbrmé soildlié the
San Juan Valley, which is the larpest agriculturally iwportant vélley
on the Island, Its texture penges from a fine candy loam to a nlay
loam, It ig the best agricultural soil on ﬁhe Tsland, The.Bellingham
geries is not ﬁredominéte ir any lafge area.on‘the'lsland,‘bwt-is
congidered good for agricultural purposes., Its tekture ranges‘from a
siity loam to a clay loem, and it is usuelly in need of dréinage.g_

Water Hesources '’

San Juan Valley has two fair-sized streams rumning through it,
They are not of great capacity, but are large enough té be used for
. gprinkler irrifétion. There are_other grall creeks on tﬁe Tgland,
but not of great importance.due 1o théir gize and location., There are
no large rivers or water falls on the Island, but there ave fauf small
lakes thdt have potentials as irrigation Qater‘sources'or gstock watering
ponds, 35 ' : : £ L

The main water resource sggociated with San Juan Island is thé.
surrounding bays and stralte, which abaﬁnd with alree end plankbon and
other marine 1ife, These waters around the Island, and throuchout the
county, comprise the only area in North Amepica with such an sbundance
of marine life, espeéially élgae and planktbn. This was an imqutant

factor in the location of the Dceanosraphy Laboratories of the Univefaity

L 1bid, p. 8
5 Tbid, p. 8.
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of Washington on San Juzn Island, The waters in this area' were 4
congiderad so imporitant *bhaﬁ in 1923, all of the wabers in San Juan

County were desirnated a marine biblogtca1~reserve by the United States
Government, - This meant that nothing could be collected from thesé xmﬁers;
e‘xcept for food, without the Deegnoprephy Ial)orai,of;J,IJire ctor ' 8_ pernisglon.
At this time L3k acres were set aslde on San Juan Island for use by
’.v'f'ashingto:‘q State as & biolosiesl gtation, Todéy this i3 a Statbe ?omst
Regerve,

e ‘ ‘ . U el
The Island's fauna, at present; consists of deer,(\hare? (iz_ztrodutce;d

earlier), predatory birde such as owlas anl hawks ard migratory waterfowl,

There are also sea rulls and birds that live along the Islsrd's shores, .
Iy ~

o

6

Mps, Hezelwood, Publiecity Director, Dept, of Oceanography, Univ, of
Waghington - Interview August, 1958,



CHAPTER IIT
The History of the Taland

General History

The Lummi tribe of Inliang were the first inhabitents of the islands,
They were peace loving and made friends yith the vhite man when he came
to the area. The first record of a2 whilte man setting foot on ¥ashington
gsoil wés the Spaniard Brune Hegata, who sailed from Spain and reached
the area in 1775, This set off a race from various_EurOpean countriés
to explore this part of the Yew World, In 1792 Captain Ceorge Vancouw
ver sailed throuch the Strait of Juan de Fuca and scientifically mapped
weiﬂﬁﬁsam<ﬁﬂmﬂ%mmw%rﬂmﬁhmofﬁmﬂmd;

In 12k}, however, the United States sent Captain Charle s Wilkes
to cormand an expedition to éﬁrvey the San Juan Islands and claim them
for this country; Although the islands were claimed b§ both countiries,
there were no major problems between the settlers, which included not
only Americans aﬁd Enrlishren frow Vancouver Island, but also French
Canadian trappers, who were oll timers on the islands, In 1853 the
ndson Bay Companv started 2 larpe farm end trading post bn San Juan
Island and d4id a fine business of trading with the Indiana for hides
"and furs, Later when the United States tried to collect taxes from
them, uvueessiness spread through the'islands between the varions fractioné,
which wag finally set of f when an American potato farmer shot an :
Englishman's pig,. Tﬁis cansed the settlers to join sides and unofficially
declare war between England and The nited States., To ease the trouble

and keep orderly peace, both gides sent troops te San Juan Island,
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The Enplish were garrisoned on the northwest side of the Island and
the hrerican "flrcaops were stabioned on the southern tip near Cattle
?Oint.7

This situation remained from 1859 to 1872, when Emperor William
of Cerrany, a® sole arbitrato‘r, decided that the Haro channel .shoﬁl&
be the boundary between Cznada and The United States.a

After this life on San Juan went along rather smoothly with sheep
and cattle being the rain econbmic enterprises. They becanme the main
sources of income in 1£53 when over 3,000 head of gheep and cattle
were brousht to tﬁe Igland from Veneouver Island, For thirty aone

yesrs ranching was the mainstay of the Igland, until in 1883, when the

]

firet lime plant was established on the Island, This was the start of

r

{423

industry on the Island and wasg later added to,in 1896,b7 the start of
a fish cannery, |

From the start of the twentieth century to fhe present, the linme
induetry, fish canning and arricnlture, especially dairying, ﬁave heen
the maingtaya of the Island. Fecreatlon has only been started gince

1946 and as yet iz still dncreasing in importance,

 Present Situstion

Today, San Juan Island is connscted with the mainland by the

Washin ton State Ferries Company which operates three ferries each day
[ we :

from June to ILabor Day. Af%er this\n?ﬁ)ferxv each dsy is all that

connects the two by water, excent for pleasure craft, The only other

meang of transportation that connechts San Juan with the other islands

7 Bestrice Cook, What's Vhat in the San Juang, A booklet awvailable in
the Sen Juans, i '

8 Yrg, Davig, The San Juan Dispute, Journal Print, Fridey Harbor,
Washington,
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aml the mainland 18 a twice daily rowdtrip la'udplana service f*'om
Priday Harbor, seagslane taxies serving the entire area and charter and
Tazxi ?'Ls , both land and wuter There i8 2lso an Air Arbulance
Service available,

The transporation gystem on San Juan is mostly composed of gravel

l

roads, but asrhalt y verend covmectq riday Harbor with Roche Harbor
and the Oc¢eanography Labse and Tuns ':i.nto Sen Juan Velley and dovn to
Cattle Folnt, . ‘

VJiec’srical power is available throughout the Island from the plant
at Triday Harbor, which uses diesel fuel for r“erzerav:u‘g it. Water is
supplied to Friday Ha bor from Trout lake and the rest of the Ast‘xd
is gunplied fron wells v'xrvlnr“ in depth from 25 feet to 300 feet,

’;"oclay, with the various services available and the influenﬁ;lal
reople on the Island deternined to improve them, the Island hés a gdod
‘basis for the eshablishment of a retirement and recreaiion mecca in the
Northwest, FRecreation has the brightest future outlook on the Island
as the climate and the remcheness Jrom the hustle of the present day
living pace rake it a place of urlint1e oualities in the entire couniry.
Lerioultume is trving to make a comeback by esta‘élisiu’.ng new and

)

geientifically operated forms, asni the fish cannery is continuing %o

on

operate by camning fish and pezs, The lime industry is dead, and the

rms’ent ovners of the properties are planning on establishing a complete
]

recrestion area out of ther,
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CHAPTER IV ’ '

“

Apriculture and i1ts Role in the Economy of the Islarnd

Agrigultural History
| The first rajor agricultural industxtf,; on San Juan Islahd ﬁas the

sheep ond cattle ranching enterprises that‘ware- started in the nineteenth
century., These two industries have remained impox'taz:xt in the Island's
agriculbure to the present, except during the 1930's when the cream
market had a slump due to the depression end the distance from 1arge-
markets., -

Dairying became popular and important in the late 19th century,
and by 1907 the main ag;ricultnral product to leave the lsland was butter,
At this ‘time 120 tons per year were made at the creamery outside of
Friday Horbor, This product has remained important to the preéent.

In 1916, wiih the first world war being weged, many of the farmers
on the Talanil grew split peas to be sold overseas for goup, This was
a temporary measure o capitélize on the increased wartime market, and
lagted only a couple of years, ‘

A gecond fish cannery was started in 1918 which switched to canning
peas in 1923, This was at & tire that the pea’ rr.éfket 1qoload_good and‘
again speculating farmers and the cannery tried to maske & killing on a
gingle crop while the marketb aéemed good, This fact caused rany farmery
to change from the dried pess to the green peas, ‘Green peas were r;zore
perishable but had a vetter market value in the nearby urban areas,

In the early 1900's San Juan Coun-t:y wasg alsc a major tree fruit

supplier for the luget Sound area, In 1908 the county won a banner
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from the State Exposition in Seattle for the best cherries in the A
State., Apples were a rain crop on San Juan Island‘, a fact that is .still
witnessed by the many old, and in some cases, decaying orqhards on
various farms over the Island, This phase of agriculture gave way Lo
others when other areas, especially the Yakina Valley, became prime
contenders for the market, The minlan{.i 5uppliers won the market
rights without ruch trouble for they were much more accessible, ‘

_ During the 1930's, when the céhservatior; programs were being pushed
bv the mtiqnal ‘gowrjnnent, vetch became an important crop with Califore
nia beiny & big mrkét. Sen Juan lsland rmet the challenge and for
‘Pifteen vears supplied Californis vith part of ita needed vetch seed
 for cover crops, However, California started growing her own -_vetd‘n,
and by 1?1;7, Saﬁ Juan was out of business,

Present Land Use

Today the Islsnd hag three main c}aasii‘icaticns of 13:#1. A look
at the éccomp‘anying nap shows an impressive amount of idle land, ﬁo&t
of it wonded by seeond growkh Doxllglas Mr, The second largesnt aréa
on the map is that of pasture 1anc_ls,' most, being partly wooded end
wimproved, The third area of size is thet of croplands,

’Tb.e 1dle lands are of ne mct agricultural importance, for
they are located in the hilia of the western and northern part of the
Island, Here tl;e lands are zfockzr and have a cloge cover of young
trees and brush, ‘ (e
. The grazing lands of the Island are in poor condiiion. A ma'jor

portion of them show the signs of overgrazing‘sﬁth accompanying dry.

spells for bracken fern and Russian thistle are in abundance over mich



- of the Ialan&.- What graas ia left 18 very shni't,' and during the dry
swmers, dried ont and of 1litile foed value, There are sore exoeptioné
as the farm near Spdrtsmans Ioke which speclalizes in registered
Aberdeen Arzrﬁzs cattle, Here pasmx‘é improverent and rqt.att'z.ons are a
finction of the farm's operntions, Sprinkler irrigation is aleo used
on this farm,g The difference in the appearances of these pagtures,
- with regards tb the averég_r_cz geen on the Island 18 very noticegble.
little encroachrent of invader planta and the sight of green grass
during the dry spells show up wvividly and mean & batter and 'La*'ger
: rrazjkcta’qle product, |

The eropland of the Island i best exerplified by that in the San
Juan Velley area., This is the largest area of good eropland on the
Teleand, F:.grh‘t. mindred aeres of this land are owned by the Priday e
Havhor Canning Cormany., Thev are run by a single manaper, who cooperates .
extenaively with the county arent s S5C8 and & mpjor seed company, Together
they are trying to adapt new and rore .scientii"ic metheds of operations
and better or different ecrops to the economic system of the Igland and
county, Recently fifty acres weré pub into a new ryeprass (S-23) and
Penlaym for experimental purnoses, Thesé two pregses ghowed excellent
gerx&z:‘:.nati.cﬁ resulta for the first year and tﬁe mam%ger and agentvs rron
the poverarent and irﬁnatry are more than excited., These crops and
others 1ike ther could mean “he ghtert of & new orpanized boom for the
Islendtds apgy Luzlture. Cereals and canning peas are the main erops .

erowm on this farn, Peaa are grown on 350 acres and barley on 265

v, W, Baker, Aeri, Extension Agent, Interview. August, 1958,
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acres, loat -of. the barley is e;hipped to Mt. Vernon fer sale.

Barley is ralsed not only on this farn but on meny of the at.her farvs
on the Isiand for it is a 4hardy erop and can withstand the dry sumers
CO!T&'Y.-"‘Y": to the Island, |

X
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San Juan VaneyCmry Farm

Problem

There are t_w major pmblems confronting the farmm_ oﬂ the I'ahxﬂ'.
One is the dry' surmers fhat‘ turn méh of the grass and other cmpu brown.
Without irrigation little can be -doﬁe to corbat this as it 18 an every
yeer occurrence, Due 1o the #ime of the econordie wunit of nany farmers
here and the high initia.al cogt of sprinkler irrigstion systems, most
farrers cannot foresee its use in the near future, ‘nw. average farm
size for the county 18 15l acres, and for the type of cropy raised at

pregert, 1t is not a pood econonic gize, With the introduction of better



‘K

“ 39 -

drought resistant crops havinp highér yield potentials and. highar ‘mh
value, this probler will possibly be defeated,

The second problem is more tangible than the first, and et the same
time rore devastating. It is the extreme overpopulztion of rebbits thnt
is unique to San Juan Island with regsrds to the rest of the Sta‘bo.
Below is a picture that is a good illustration of the effects of this
rroblen on a barley ield, | |
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Berley Closeup After Rabbits Attacked it.

There is nc written history es to the start of the problem, but
1t is general knowledge that there have been at least three large
scale sttempts at reis Belgian H.areé mrercially, The iut‘ of these

atterpts was edded in the '30s when the depression oam&i the owmer to
release several hundred of these hares on the Island, Duc te the mlld
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winters Lhe hares have multipliﬁd to such an extent that today there
seens bo he no end o their nmurbers, It is impoaaible to drive across
+he Tsland withovt seeing at least 2 half a ‘hundred hares - dead or ) /é///:/
alive, ' S i , ‘/4/
in 22L7 fany people on the faland declded to market these haré;
cormercieliy, To do this they estab 1ishe Wﬁmq wnits and mdern
racking egrloment, To harvést +he ha res/¥$ey made special “rabbit
éara". These were nsually cultdowm, older.mpdels‘of standard pasaeng@r
carg which were fitted with & rm*&r“\ 1 spot lirht and a coup to honse -
the captured animals, éach ear carried four wmng a driver, @ apotter
and t»o netters who were oﬁan*ed with a net approximately threr faet
in 41ametj;4ﬁxi four feet deep at the end of a aix foot handle. As
each ﬂarg was apotted,n relter wo:li cateh the anxmal throw 1t
'into the coupe Badc ab the freezing rlant, the hafﬁg would be
idlled, skinned and dressed. Then they would be cub wy; .aﬂkaged and

frogen to await ahipment to market, An average cateh for an evening

wonld be 125' *10

The packaged rabbits were shipped to Seattle for sale, but at the
end of the third year, this had ceaaed.dne to the efforte of the Raﬁbim_
Breeders Association. The agsociation convinced the city of Cesttle
that thege rabbits should nob be alloued on the market. degy shere ia
no cormercial qpcratnon in rabbits on the Ilsland and their only means
of death are the few predators on the Island, natursl death and hunters

shich come to the Island by the dozens for £he sole reason of ehcoting

| commereial rabbit nunter, Bug

10 uiss Hichols, Daugnter
ugust 1958,

Hicholg,

ﬁ]/a4/ﬁ'é,c//“’m



them and taking them home to their individual freezers, There are
some farwers who try to polson them, but to 1little avail es in many
cases thelr neighbor does not do this due to economie reasons.

Rxlmrood_ Induatry

A side interest that sore. farsers ave working with is the
harvest.imf and selling of Alde:é pilpe Although the Island mat'have_
el of 1th finished lurber ahipped in, it does have an abundance of
Alder that is of comercial value for p{xlp. ‘This does not meen that
there 1s enough for a fulletime mulp woo‘ci industry, for there have
been those who have lost money in trying to establish such an .:lnd‘\;s_tzfy’.
There ig, however, g plentiful suprly, if it is integrated with the

regular farm activities, for the individual farmers to make extra cash,
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The Lire Industry and its ¥ole in the Kconomy of the Idland

Higtory of The Indugtry

Twr 151;,» companies have been in oﬁemtion on San Jusn island, ‘ ’i’né
fivet scmpany thet bought land on the Island and astabliaﬁ;ed a plant
‘f‘c;‘s the roche Harbor Lime and Cement Company which was ouned by John
Machilian, This company's plant was establislmd in 1883 and was set ﬁp
to produce cuick lime, agrievlitural line and iimerpdk.’ Almost at the
sarné time this cowpany was establighed on fhe northern emi of ’chg'Island,
the Henry Cowell tim and Cement Company piuchased T iines deposgite on ‘che

vestern side of the Island, This company didn't have the best depos-it.s
on the Islend, however, and in 1930 their deposits were exhausted,

The Roche Harbor Lime and Cerent Company established their pian't‘
gt Roche Harbor which vas loated directly below the lime quarries.¥
This setup was very economical in operation. for the mﬂy; réw material
thet it was necessary o haui any distance at all was the wood tﬁat wag
used for fusl, The plant hed access to an excollent éto:&n free harbor
thal rade shipping easy. : | . |

The lime rock was b}aéted in the cuarries located in the hills
overlocking the harbor and plant, The blasted mélc'wés hah;%ad_ by

.. ws‘sgon appfo&cimately SOO yards am'dxmped into a wooden chu.te- 'wlﬁch‘ ;
fed the kiln below. at thé base of the hill, The kilri siakeﬁ the
limerock by ﬁainf; wod  which was ebuﬂant ‘and cheap'i’uel; Whmﬂw ;

slaked lime wag ready for cmshing, it was empiied from the bottom of

* See map on page 29



R 1

the kiln into 2 mi.ne car which durped its load into another wagon.

It was then hsuled about 300 yards to the cmahing plant seen 1n the
picture on the next page., Here the lire was crushed, bagged and

readied for shipment to Seattle, Bellinchan, Alaska or Hawaii,

Roche Harbor Lime and Cenent Corpany Plant

Durine thé 1940's a larpe %kiln was added to the erushing plant
building. This kiln alsc used wood for fuel but had ; larper capacity
than the older kilns at the base of the hill, W¥hen the entire plaut
was in operation, including the older kilns, the company produced about
2,000 tons of ocuick DWmp LR 2,000 to 3,000 tons of crushed lime
rock ner month ana meny tons of apgricultural lire, .

In Septerber of 1955 the plant closed doun, never sgain to be

opened for lime productior. T7This wes due to using up the top quality - .
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1ime and running into the limerock that was too high in ite flint
and magnesiuvm content for it to bhe good for calcified lime,

John Mactillan's Inflwences on the Industry of the lgland

. This was the end of the lime industry on San Juan Island but not
the énﬂ of Joh.n Meeliillan's mark on the Island or its history, VWhile
he wag running the plant and ita operations, Roche Harbor wes lscolated
from the rest of the Islandi and was alrost a true barony, There was a
company store in the town of Roche Harbor, ani this was the only
authorized place of business that the erployees of the corpany could
buy their needs.  Enployees were payed in company script, except for a
few American dollars, esch ronth, They were supplied wiﬁ: cCompany
honsine ani were not allowed to leave the ares without the personal
perrigaion of John ;‘:iact-ﬁ_llan.n

While Yaci1lan ruled his erployees with aimost dictetorial powers,

he wog very open and businesslike with the rest of the world, especially
thoze who were Hasong, Sigma Chi's and Republicans, These three organ-
izations meant everything to him :msofar as social importance was
concerned, He wag such a staunch legon that he built a m;moléwmz for
his immediate family in the Torr ; of the Biblical terple that was the
basis for the start of the Masonic Lodge. This temple is still s*:,anding
today, end it is planned to rake it a tourist atiraction in the future,
It is vound and haa g s0lid limestone floor with a solid limestone

round table in the center of it with gix selid limestone chairs around it.

Gl

L Dennis Brenner, Mamager of the Hoche Harbor Restaurant, Interview
Aug‘lﬂt, 195‘:. : ‘
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There is no roof,but a ring bout 30 feet above the floor is supported
by six colwms. The chairs and the colurms are arranged in positioﬁs
that pecuire seven of each fo rake six eoual arcs around the table, bub
one chair anl most of one columm are migsing, This is in accordance
with the original terple of biblical times, The reason for this lies
in the Biblical story behind the terple which is as follows ¢ 12

Oripinally there were seven kincs that 'decided to run their kingdom
tocether with each having the same power in a council cof seven, Thay
decided to build a temple for their reetings and had one built on the
order of that mentioned before except with seven columnsg and seven
c‘rzairs.v The open roof was intended, and was reant tc syrbolize eternal
life, Before’the temple was finished, however, one of the seven kinga‘
was mirdered by a rival and to irmortalize their lost fricnd the

reraining six kinpgs decided to leave space for one chair and to leave

one of the seven columns oui*,.13

12 1hid., p. 2L

1 toid., P, 24
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CHAPTER VI
The Pighing Indastrv of the Island

The I'riiay Harbor Cerning Company cannery is the second oldest
cannery in the Puret Sound Area and was started by Oreaonz‘mns.m

Tt has always been a salmon cannery e cept during 1915 when it
cz;nned neas  until the pea moth and the weavel caﬁsed Ahem o change
bhack to fish again, ?'“'iéh contimied tc be the prime commollty until
in 1956 when the sslmon dwindled to such an extent that it was rore
rrofitable to rsrow ani caﬁ peas arain, Today the -plant is being sed up
to handle both salwmon and peas‘.lg‘

The bigrest years for the carnery in regards to salmon were from
1920 to 193l when the company was uging traps., later when traps were
oitlawed the ecannery's havls weren't as f‘-;QOiv but were large enough %o

33

keep the cannery opersting,  Today, the camery does mostly custon
ceanning for the Hew fngland Fish Company, , When this merger was induced,

the cannery also bought four indiviiual units in the San Juan Valley

to form their farrm "".u-‘x reiges peas for canning, Today the cannery

puts out 1,500 cases of salmon of their arn, 30,000 ceses of salmon
for the New England Fish Cormany amd LO,000 cases of peas from its
m
farn *16
The cannery doesn't own sny fishing boats of its own but. operates

a ginple tinder, This is a ship that hauls the individual fishing boats

£ <,
1-’ George P. Jeffers, “regident of Friday Harbor Canning Company,
Iaternew, Auvgust, 1958,

1% thig s

as
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out to the fishing grounds and picke up the loads that tﬁey have
acouired, Such a ship can be zeen on the fax_' left of the pleture on
thig pare, The cannery does offer fnancis) assistsnce to individual
fishermen in acouiring their owm boats, hov;ever. The small bosts ‘aeeh
in thé picture were financed by the cannery for some Itaiian fiéhemn
at a coat of #3,500 for each bdat including a single ;7111 net., It is
arranged so thet the fishermen can pay for the eouipment in three yaars.17
Behind the boats in the picture is the net drying and egquiprent
ghed, The large building in the rear is the canncry which houses four

large cooking wats,

Friday Harbor Canning Company Cannery

17 mi4., p. 26



CHAPTER VII
Fecreation and Retirement and its Role in the Economy

‘The start of recrcation end vetlrement areas was in 1946,
Marvista, Lonegore Cove, and Evaries were the areas that started this
industry, OSince then there hasz been an increase in interest iﬁ'owning
‘retirement property on the Island, PFMeny individuals heve bought land
for retirement homes,due to the relatively cheap land (waterfroat land
averages 20 to 25 dollars a foot for lote 300 feet deep), mild climate,
~and gecessibility to the surroundiﬁg vaters which offer varied f£ish
ard boating opportunities,

“The most outatarding example of & resort and recreation érea on
the Island is the Roche Harhor srea, This area was the site.éf the
1argest lire operations on the Island, but when thelplaat was closed
in 1956, the owers of the Hoche Harber Lime and Cement Company properties
end lir, Riben J, Tarte started reking plens to form the harbor and the
surrounding area into the largest resort in the Puget Sound area,

The start was in 1957 when loets were placed in the harbor to
accomodate plessure craft, In June, 1958, a restezurant waé vede out of
one ¢f the originai buildings along the harbor, It has a wvevy pleasant
'atﬁOﬁpheréﬁwith many of the anﬁiqueé 6f‘John ?%c%;llan beling displaﬁed
and cozy tables with linen clotha, Prices sre not out of gighty and the
food ig very good; New York Sirlein Steak Tor £l,95, Baked Sugar Cured
Har for 2,70, Filet of Koche Harbor Salmon for £2,55, all including

goup, s=lad, baked vrotato, one vegetable, roll and butter, dessert and

-
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beverage, Tﬁere are ale;o Iuncheons for 1,05 to §1,25 with chicken .
&nd salron available.qo |

- During the next ten vears the owners with assigtance fror the
‘ Western otel Association plan to renovate the old Hotel de Faro
which was the original site of the Hudeon Bay Company and the polf
course that wes built by John Yacillan for Theodore Pocseveli's
viait. There are also plene for o rotel and @ small airplene hndiﬁg
strip and extension of the floats in the harbor.y,

Todey waterfront lots are being layed out and sold to people who

are looking for retirement properties, lore of ﬁhnse properties will
become avelleble in the foture as they am'needed; The sale of these

properties and the establishment of the recr'getim facilities stated

-above .should make the Roche larbor aree the largest and mirb af.tractin

ploypround in western Washington,

Rocre Haraor, - Wasy

Roche Hsrbqr Showing Floats

18 124, . p.. ol
19 Ibido, Do 2’4
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CHAPTER VIIX

The Urben Area of Pridsy Harbor

San Juén Island has one urban area, Friday Herbor. According to
the 1950 population census there were 783 people living in the city
lirits of Friday Harbor,

Tty shora consist of two grocery stores, two hardware stores, a
furniture store, one drug gtore, a restaurant, two gas stations, a
lérge feed store, a lurber jard and miscellaneous shops,

It also has a grade school, high school, two'hctelz, an Arerican
Lepion building and local chepters of I, 0, O, F,, Hasons, ﬁoose and
Fastemn Star.' There are churche§ representing the Catholie, Christian
Seience, Episcopal, Presbyterian end Curmunity Church religions,

Yost of the necessary modern day services are present,such a8
the teiephone company, power and light company, newspaper, bank,

‘ attornies, accountants, funeral éirectoré, insurance agents, real
estate, etc, There are physiciang, e surgeon and a dentist and the
county health clinic present as well,

Arong the special services present are two sutc dealers, frogzen
food iockers, radio and televigion sales and service,and a motor freight
service,

Ag Friday.ﬁarbor is the county seat, it also houses the Agricdlture
County Agent's office, the Soil Conservation Service offices and the
Oauﬁty Courthouse,

It is the only ferry port on the Islend which comnects San Jﬁaﬁ.

with the rest of Washington. The ferry landing is surrounded by the '
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lurberyard, the seed company, the mein fish cannery and large storage
facillties of the oil companies representing the Island. These facili-
ties can be geen in the picture below with the cannery on the left and

the rest on the rirht of the ferry landing,

Friday Harbor

Friday Harbor is the port of entry for the Islandb bread and
groceries which come frov Bellinghar, Washington, It is also whera' the
county's milk comes to go to the creamery, .Du.e to the ferry dock, it
+is where all tourists enter the Island that core by gar.. In short it
is the main Connecting.; link between San Juan Island and the rest of \
the world, and will probably rerain so since its facilities are well

established already;
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CHAPTER IX
The Potentials of the Island and ite Various Economic Bases

A stody of the preseﬁt situstion on the Island seems to indicate
that its future. lies mainly in the recreation and retirement fields,
Thare has already been a pood gtert in this directioﬁ on all parts of
the Isaiand. The organized efforts on the northern end shonld be a great
aid in establishing this gource of income especia;tly since a rood port»idn
of the land is owned by those intercsted in recreation and retirement,
The rest of the laland has potentials for .this form of iﬁcom; but
'they gt be made nore atiractive to tourists by renovation or
orcanization.

Today ‘\:hefa are vigiting hours at the Dceanogranhy laboratories,'
but thev are not widely publicigzed;and tours are undertaken by thé
gtaff although they are busy on current prbjects. in orgenized tour -
by a competent guide could alleviate the staff this duty, and at the
same time, cover ‘the surrounding ";nf' reserve,

.‘:‘.»irr}-xts.r.-ze.ing boats coudd do a good business of showing the
surrounding waters and shore a:ights to visiters., They conld algo work
in cenjunction with Roche Harbor in bringing psople there from Friday
Harbor for local tours, .

The camping facilities of the Island st be improved and enlarged
because they are far fx_'om accomedating at present, Thére are no toilet
fecilities an the grounds, and the water supply, even though dissase free ,'
is far xm" appetizing, The camping facilitles such as pienic tables
and benches are in dire need of repair and the existing fiz'e places are
very crude, For these accormodations there is a charge of one dollar

per night which seems quite steep in comparison to the rest of the State,

as
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If the Island is to accomedale fubure tourists, the existing San
. Juan Pafk shall have to be renovated, and in addition; other parks get
up on obther parts of the Island, This park is approximately eight riles
from Friday Harbor, by fbad, which rlaces every canper at a disadvantage
regarding food supplies, 'Closer carps would pive sore ald to this
problem as would the esteblishment of an emergency store at the present
location,

The élimate and the remoteness of the Island is‘caniucive.to retiring
neople, Several people interviewed agreed that they enjoyed living their
retirement years there where the year round tenperaturss are nﬁ]d‘and
the precipitation rolerate, There they can enjoy a lelsurely life
away fr;ﬁ the fast pace of living and be outdoors nmost of the ﬁin .

The agriculture of the Islani needs some changing for 1% +o become
a major source of incﬂﬁ,. At the present time the experiments cérried
out on the cannery'farm seeri to point to & gpecialized seed progran,
Various vegetable seeds do well here, and the indication is that the

S-23 varieby of rysgrass and Penlawn seed will do well too, These

frrass seeds are important

-y

or they reguire little irrigation gince the
Taland recelves adeouste molsture in the forn of fog.inArost instances
vhen there ie not enough rain, Seed would be an economical product to
ship to market for a relativély large amount could be shippeé in a
rather small space, This is important as the lglend iz separated from
the maln markets by water, Anothef factor of impartance regarding
shipping 1s the fact that the seed would not be perighable and could

withstand the water transportation without any bad effects,

o
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.There will always be & need for dalry wz'oauwtq on the I«l&d, and

if the future turns out as well as expected, in incresse in production
will be necessary, One fact thet rust be taken into aceo and, will be

P

the establishment of nore grade A dairies, Many of the dairies st the

present weet only grade C recuirements. This is acceptable for the
making of Lutiter at the local creemery but in the future will not meet

the regiirements of the arsa,

Tor & bebter establishrent of the dairy industry, many of the

agtures will have to be inproved and better grazing manarement
i { ® £

gateblished,

defore the agriculturc ecan be expanded the problex of “he wild
will have to be golved, This will have to be done over

and with all of the farwers participating for ths present

day is ,3;7;@;1 attempts hawve accorplished 1ittle and have cost the
individnals much monoy. The farrers here have an advaniage that people
in other areas do mot, that the area to be rid of rabbits is isolated

from an outside source of the problem,

The fishing in the arsa will alwpys be limited,and therefors, the
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-'" anery will probably ?*e limited to c*ustor%
“canning for a large national ooncern. Peas will allow the cannery
heve gone diversification but will not replace the economc. suppord
-‘.{‘rom cugtom filah canning.zo

Therelore, the fish;mg indvatry of San Juan has about reached its

place in importance with regards to the Island's economy., Thers is

.
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alweys Lhe possibility that custom carming will become Jarger in scale,
but very 1ittle chence thet it will becore the rajor industry of the
Izland.

The lime induatry i.s ovan and the chanees of it being started agsin
are ertremely small, Only 2 dire need of lime products,and & shortage

of* murar sonrceg,die to war or economic reasons, would allow the plant

to respen with a chanee of heing an economic enterprise,
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