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PART I AR AR S
Introduction - oot :

2 "."‘ * " 'San Juan, County consisté of an archs.pelago of 172 islands in the maritime
: watars of northwestérn Washington, In total land and inland water area (265

s

" square ‘miles) San Juan is the largest of four counties in America consisting
of islands located in offshore waters. The other thyee insular counties are

- 1sland, also of Washington, and Dukes and Nantucket Counties in the Atlantic
 Ocean off Massachusetts, San Juan not only exceeds these other counties in
total l1and-water area but has the largest number of ‘islandg and islets, . It is,
~however, smaller in pepulation than Island County, Washington. San Juan is
,..tied with Garfield County as Washington State's smallest papulated county,
each having 3,200 persona in 1955. o U

zena, the San Juan Islands were disputed and m:.l:.tarily occupied 3ointly by
the two powers until a treaty in 1872 awarded them to ‘the United States. The
six Jarger islands were sebttled slowly in the late Nineteenth Century by
-persons employed in agriculture, fishing, 1umbmng, rock -quarrying and shipe
- PAnge ;. Barly -agriculture was based largely upon:sheep raiging with -aome - fruit,
hay, grain.and foed crops grown mainly for local use. .:There was a limited

"upo;-t trade to the mainland and with visiting small eraft and ships...In the

. Twentieth Gentury ‘the islands were opened.tq. .8cheduled. ferry service and also
-attragted increased boat traffic, stimulating growth of a.tourist and resort

m’twt N A ‘ . . ! : B o T

-In terms of persons fully or partly employed, -agriculture was the most
:lmportant ‘segment of the island avea's ‘economy in 1954, employing abouf; 28
.percent of the 1abor force., Mainly 1ocated on the three’ larger .ialands—-San
-Iuan, Orcas and ILopezsethore were 327 farm units of which 127 were on & come
marc.:lal "basis in 1954, These commercial farms sold livestock and ¢rops valued
- at over $6li1,000. Leading farm products ranked in order of inmportance are
.. cattle and calves, eggs, chickens, sheep, lambs and wool, hogs, milk, cream
‘and forest products, Thé islands are particularly noted for sheep raising,
rigng:g first among western Washington counties and ninth among all counties

state,
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~tamped on the San Juan archipelago shores and lived by :

Cof ‘Indian history. The :i.slands were rich in’ i’isharies
A *ﬁrinﬁ.‘t»ive eulture. . ,

‘under Cap'hain George Vancouver charted the sane waters and made hexz
 ¢laimg for his goverriment, Vancouver's charts gdve ‘ranes: z-etain,ﬁ_s ,"Oday, such

" in the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Georgia, The Hudson Bay Cdmpa
that Ropario Strait wasthe boundary and that the San Juans were part of the

ST

2 R _San Juan County, Washington

History 1/

Before the settlement of white men, the present cowity was in 1Ebited by
‘seafaring Indian tribes, Using large cedar canoces for tratreling, t!rese Indigns
hing, hunting, root
d during the period
nd deer for susbaining

and berry gathering, Iittle or mo agriculture was ré

The San Juan Islsnd group was explored and: charted by t&a Spénidh and

 British during 1791 and 1792, A Spanish expedition tinder: ‘Francisco' Elize
- entered the Straits ‘of Jusn de Fuca in 1790 -and Mariuel Qumper of “that expe=

dition explored the San Juan Islands. The Spanish gave riames to feédtures of

- #he area still used such as Rosario Strait, Haro Strait, Lopez Ialan&, San

Juan Island, Patos, Orcas and Sucia Istands, In 1792, the British Expadi’h:.on

a8 Gecrgia Straits, Bellingham Straity and’ Sﬁuarb“ Is:banﬂ

: *iver, ‘ﬁhe san Juan Islands reéeimad a mm‘ iy
’buth 04l icﬁs. Iﬁritish ;ntqresbs wgre domi‘nant q&;;’l;_h oif ‘hhe Colum

' ereasing jurmdietional Adispute éver this settlement frontier started
about 1825 and & treaty was coricluded in 18l46 which established the Ligth

' ‘parallel ds & boundity between the United States and Canada. This treaty line,

however;, was ot defined clearly at the timé to séparate the: cfgashdre islands:

chain of islands ineluded with Vancouver Tsland, A scattering of Amarican

b“.d‘.vqcm-——w--—q—u-—n--‘-‘“q*ﬁ-n&udq&l-d-hwa-ub

4/ This historical summary has been derived from six sources:
(1) &fas ton, A Guide to the Evergreen State {AnericanGuide Series),
Writers Program of the Works Progress Administration, Stste &f Wash,
ighséEgi:ﬁion sponsored by Washington Historical Society. See pages
s 620631,
(2) Richard M, Perry. The Counties of Washi ton. Publighed by Secretary
‘State Olympia, Washington (mimecgraphed). San Juan County sectioh.
{3) le Mebonald. "lLopez: A rieultural ?l‘.’sland at‘ San Jidar Archi
. lago." Seattle Timea’ S g Ny a@t. 53’ ppn 2“3‘
(L) %cile McDonald, "Shaw Island. " Seat‘ble Times, é\uﬁay Haga
- Hov. 23, 1958, Pe 24
(5) Iucile McDonald, "Under Two Flags." Seattle Times, Sundey
Magazine, Nov. 16, 1558, pp. Do le2e . - ‘ o
(6) Lucile McDonald. "San’ Juan Island's g_i_g War,® Seattle Times,

" Sunday. Magazine, Nov, 2, 1958, ppe 2
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settlers in the San Juans disputed British authority during the 1850's,
Tension in the area ended in a local incident called the Pig War, in which an
American settler, Lyman Cutler, shot a pig belonging to a Hudson's Bay Company
farm, The American settler was charged with illegal entry. About 20 American
savtlers on the island supported Cutler in resisting arrest and they petitioned
for United States govermnment military support to prevent their eviction from
the islands,

In 1859 San Juan Island was occupied by both American and British troops
to maintain order. British marines from Esquimalt on Vancouver Island com=-
manded by Captain George Bazalgette, established a garrison at Roche Harbor,
American troops under Captain George Pickett established Fort San Juan at the
south end of San Juan Island, Joint military occupation under various Ameri-
can and British commands continued without incident until 1872 when the dis=
puted: region was arbitrated by Emperor William I of Germany and awarded to the
United States, The San Juan archipelago then became part of Whatcom County of
Washington Territory.

. The Hudson Bay Company developed the first commercial agriculture in the
islands, and strongly disputed American farm settlement in the area, In 1853
this company landed 1,300 sheep on San Juan Island and founded Bellevue Farm,
a large holding, for sheep raising, with Charles J, Griffin as manager.
British interests expanded sheep raising and other agriculture to affirm their
occupation rights., At this time there were some American squatters on small
holdings in the islands who had come from the Frazer River placer gold
diggings, Most noted was Lyman A. Cutler who had settled. on land near Belle~
vue Farm to raise potatoes and cattle. Cutler's dispute with the manager, Mr,
Griffin, led to the "Pig War" incident in 1859 that culminated in military
occupation and arbitration of the San Juan Islands dispute, .

Records of the earliest settlers on all the islands are obscure. Many of
these settlers were temporary and followed a variety of occupations. On Lopez
Island, settlement began as early as 1852 by Indian traders and deerskin
hunters, Deerskins were one of the earliest commodities ghipped from Lopez.
Among the first settlers on Lopez were Hiram F, Hutchinson, Sam Hinton,

‘Sampson Chadwick and Edmund Cochran.,

John Keddy was a prominent pioneer sheep raiser on San Juan Island., He
sold mutton to American and British troop garrisons during the Pig War occcu-
pation and sold breeding stock to settlers on neighboring islands. Robert
Firth, the last manager for Hudson's Bay Company on San Juan Island, became an
American citizen and filed a homestead on part of Bellevue Farm after it was
made American territory. These men were prominent in pioneering the sheep
industry.

Shaw Island was settled first by Will Shaw and Henry Hudson, whé developed

© fruit growing., Hudson planted a sizeable fruit orchard and early steamboats

stopped at Hudson Bay landing to load fruit, George Griswold, anothsr early
settler on Shaw Island, raised fruit and operated a prune dryer. Several
prune dryers were in operation before 1880 and this semi-perishable fruit
found a good market outlet with ships visiting Puget Sound,

Waldron Island was settled in the 1860fs by John E. Brown, Sinclair A,

McDonald and three German families, those of Fred Krumdiak, Ernest Rehorst and
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Ferdinand Baatz, The early Waldron settlers lived by fy shing, sellinhg fuel-
Wood *to lime kilng and Gharrytaz sandstone nn Waldron and Stuart Isiands,
Dogfish 0il, which found a navvet fn Victcvia,lﬁanada, 48 a lubvles:ii, was a
cash produci of the Waldvon Island Gobtlers, Linited pionesr zgricidture on
Waldron Isiand was basea on s.uzep raising ang home fruit ang vegetalle raising
Sheep raising has remained as its major activity, ' ' N

) San duan Counly was officially established as a Separate county by act of
the Wéshington Territorial Legislature October 31, 1873, Prior to lhis it hud
been part of Whatcom County, Friday Harbor, main town on the island of San
Juan, was established as the county seat. The name of Friday Harbor was de..
rived from a Hawaiian native called Friday, who wag employed by the Hudson Bay

Company as a sheep herdsman in this vieinity in the 18501s,

Early settlement was slow and by 1880 the Census showed only 948 persons

 résiding’in the various islands of the San Juan archip=lago., Most of the

settlers were on the islends -v San Juan and Lopeg where terrain and lighter
forest Cover were more permis:ive to agriculture. ILand titles were not well
established and there was 1im:ied public domain open for homesteaders under
the Homestead Aect of 1862, Mcst settlers were compelled to purchase land from
Previous land title cwners or from timber and other land'hbldingjcompanies.

Ebrly(industrial activity in commerecigl fishing,‘sandstone-and limestone
quarrying and Logging began to attract more workers after.1880.,fmany of these
took up smali farms along the shores to supplement Seasonal work, Sheep’ and
caitle’raising and subsistence agriculture were generally adopted as the most
practical form of agriculture, Semi-perishable products which could be shipped
out from farms included live sheep, wool, hides, butter, winter apples, pota-
toes and dried prunes, Important raw materials shipped out included sandstone

from Waldron and Stuart Islands, limestone and lime from Roche Harbor and

steamer cordiood, sawlogs and rough lumber and timbers from Orcas and other
wooded islandsg‘ : e co |

On an econcmic base of limestone quarrying, extractive industries, livew
stock, dairy and poultry farming, touristeresort and some local food process=
ing, population in the islands reached a peak of 3,695 by 1920, Ferry service
was established ang commercial agriculture had opportunity to participate in

~ supplying a growing Puget Sound regional market, A vegetable canning industry,

a fish canning industry and a cooperative dairy plant were established at Friw
day Harbor. In 1920 dhe dairy industry was stinulated by founding of the San
Juan Cooperative Creamery Company at Friday Harbor and the Richardson'Creamery
at Richardson, on Lopez Island, ' _ '

Agricultural history has been influenced by several private and publiec
agencies. An important early influence was that of the Hudson!s Bay Company

'  which pioneered sheep and livestock raising, The shepp industry has continued

County Agents located at Friday Harbor were influential in many ways in the
progress of farming and rural life., Work of the Soilprnservation'Service_and

" Agricultural Stabilization Committesns has also been important in guiding the

course of groups and individual farmers in a changing pattern of agriculture,
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Table 9,~ San Juan County's Rank Cémpared With
.Other Washington Counties

Item Compared Rank Quantity Year
~ General . ' '
Land areeessescscecesecccasscoes | 38 | 110,080 acres | 1954 -
Number of farmSeeeesessecececoscos | 38 295 farms | 1954 .
Land in farmge-percent...csceoees | 19 l1.3 percent | 1954
Average size Of farmSeesecoscsccs | 20 15k acres | 1954
Cropland harvestedieeeessscsvsocs | 34 7,108 acres 1954
Rural farm populatioNeececesecoss | 38 998 persons | 1950
.. Total county populationee.ccoocas | 38 3,245 persons | 1950
' Cash farm income ‘ o =
Value of all farm products sold.. | 39 | 6L1,2L2 dollars| 195L
Value of livestock: so0ldeecsses | 37 | 547,772 dollars| 1954
Value of crops sold........... 38 | 55,205 dollars| 1954 .
Livestock on farms : - I
T A1 cattle and CalveSeesseesceses | 37 3,970 1954
' Milk‘coﬁs....‘..'y....-....,u....-‘« 31 917 head 195h
,'Hogs.."'...".-...‘...u.uu..--.....'. ) 27 1’028 head 195’4 ‘
Chickens........-.... seeesscvevee 27 2!‘,285 birds 195h
Horses and Im}.les.,g....-......... 38 85 head 195)4
Sheep and lambS.ou.............. -9 8,620 head 195,4 )
fDairv and’ poultry products sold : ‘ Y
© Value of dairy products 80ld.a... |" 34 | 72,848 dollars| 1954
Whole milk S01ldeasescessesscsssss | 34 | 951,000 pounds | 1954
Value of poultry products sold... ! 2L 157,9hb dollars | 195N
Chickens S01deesessecssacsscseaes | 15 | 76,247 birds | 195k
. Eggs Snld’b."..D’O...O.‘l‘..'.'. zh 232,590 dozen 195h
* Jmportant erops harvested ‘ .
Clover"Tinlothy Hay.....’...OOOQCQ . 23 2’050 acres 195)-1
" Alfalfa HaYeeesssssonsavessencoss | 27 1,050 acres | 195L .
G’I‘ass S:Llage.g.u-............... t 13 1’018 acres 195)4
Barley........... csenscsssssoon o : 22 880 acresv. 195)4
Oatsouoocooo-oo-n--co‘a---o-.aooo ; 26 820 aéres 195)4

Sources: U, S, Census,

Agriculture, 195k,
USDA, AMS, Agricultural Estimates Divn,
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PART TV
Pattern of ‘Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size

i

The 1954 Census of Agricaulture reparted 295 properties classified as farms,
Farms in San Juan County have been decreasing in number. From a total of 338
Tarms in 1900 the number of farms reached a peak of 566 in 1925, Since then,
farm numbers decreased to 327 farms in 1954, This indicates some farms have
teen abandoned or changed into resort, residential and other types of nnnfarm
vse, Total area in farms has been decreasing since World War II, In 195} the
area in farms totaled 45,499 acres compared with 68,017 acres in 1940, Approx-
imately L1 percent of the land in San Juan County was farmland in 195,

Most of the agriculture in San Juan County is on medium-sized farms of 100
Y0 200 acres, Average size of farms has fluctuated from a high eof 157 acres in
1345 to a low of 118 acres in 1925, The average farm size in 195} was 154
acres, the largest in western Washington, In the state, San Juan County ranks
twermtieth in average size per farm but thirty-eighth in total number of farms,

Form Sizes © Nunbor of FParms
inloxes - Q 1'0 20 3‘0 ’ 4’0
) 5 i S

1,000 & over 7| 2 farms
500 to 999 12
260 to 499 36

Number and Size of Forms
-8an Juan County, 1iice

220 to 259 |

Based on UeSe Census of

180 to 219 Agrioculture, 1954,

140 to 179 |

100 to 139 - 4 35

38

70 to 99 [

50 to 69

30 649 + .1 i 38

10 to 29
Under 10
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Table 10,~ Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
San Juan County, 1900-195)

Average size
Total County X Percent of
Total Farms . of farms in
Year | ~; area in farms County area
in County (acres) th?aﬁggﬁgy in farms
1900 338 50,981 150.8 L6.3
1910 1483 66,612 137.9 60.5
1920 535 68,513 128.1. 62,2
1925 566 67,042 118.4 60,9
1930 L72 63,795 135.2 56.0
‘1940 ot 68,017 136.9 61,8
19h5 |- 376 59,173 157.k 53.7
1950 388 56,716 146.2 51,0
195L | 327 45,499 154.2 1.3

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Typesvgg Farms

San Juan County farms are of varied types tut more than sixty-three per- .
cent are classified as miscellaneous. Main types of specialized farms are i
livestock, dairy, poultry and fruit., The miscellaneous type farms are genee
rally operated on a diversified basis of growing crops and raising livesteck

as a part-time activity, or are primarily residential, noncommercial farms,
Table 11,.~ Types of Farms, San Juan County, 195k
Pervent of
Type of Farms Nh?gi;SOf.,all farms in
. the cownty

Total farms in county..e.couieevescsovocccvss 327
Field"crop farms¢co-ooccnacoccoc.oc'aqo-ooo- 5 :

CaSh—gI‘ain...-..o...............ouaobo... 5 » 105

Other field‘cropoonooooo-----conooooau;c 0
vegetable fa;rmsnctl0'0.0.¢otoo¢tcuccoonooulo. O
Fruit-and'—nu'b farMS...................-...-. 5 ' 115
Dairy farmsccooooo'ut.uo.ooo..o'-¢|-nlovbutt 30 9.2
Poultry farms.......;....u-n..-.....-eq.o. 10 Co 3'1
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry 67 2045
General farms.....n-.....'..‘...'-......-... 5 S

Px‘imarily crop‘......l....OO.'OOOCOO..C‘ . O

Primmily 1iVeS‘bock...............o-..;. 0

Crop and 1ivest00k400oco.o-ca.o--..ootso N 5 . 105
Miscellaneous and unclassified farmS.cecoses 205 . 62,7

Source: U, S. Census, Agriculture

Farm Values

The VQiﬁes"df'landg‘féfms and farm buildings in San Juan County have in-.
creased greatly since 1920, Farm property was at a low value of $3?OO0,000
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1n 1940, Hewever, by 1954 this figure more than doubled to a value of
$6,591,775. In 1954 the average value per farm was $22,3L45 and per acre value
was $18.1), Demands for land by investors and real estate firms for resi-
dential sites, resorts and seashore homes have been important factors raising
farm property values. An increasing tourist, summer residence and retirement
hcme trend has raised property values. Value of farm land has also been in-
creased by the large amount of labor and capital invested in laud clearing and
general improvement during the last thirty years. Another factor is the im-
proved accessibility of the islands by ferries and private boats and yachts
from the mainland. o .

Table 12,~ Value of Farm Property
San Juan County,  1900-1954

Total Value County Average Values

Year | A11 Farm Property | Per Farm | Per hcre

in County (dollars) | (dollars)
1900 $1,104,923 $ 3,270 $ 22
1910 3,120,947 6,L60 L7
1920 li,738,069 7,470 58
1930 3,L71,375 75355 5k
1940 | 2,987,889 . 6,000 | kL
1950 5,602,332 1L, L1Lo 101
1954 6,591,775 22,3L5 148

Source: U, S. Census, Agriculture

¥arm Resldence and Operation

Part-time farming is a major characteristic of the area. About three~
fifths of farmers divide their employment between farm work and wage earning
in other occupations and industries. Seasonal work in fishing, lumbering,
resort and tourist industries, construction and government services afford
#any farm owners opportunities to supplement their incomes. In 195L, 60 per-
eent of farmers were werking off their farms part-time. Aboub L3 percent were
exployed away from their farms 100 days or more per year and 55 percent of all
farm operators were earning more from their outside work than from sales of
farm products, San Juan part-time farming exceeds the state average of L6
percent but is about average for western Washington,

Faym Facilities

San Juan County farmers as a whole are below the state farm average in
uge of certain standard household conveniences and labor saving facilities.
Hany farms in the better agricultural areas of Lopez, San Juan and Orcas
Islands are equipped to an average standard, but some farms on smaller islands
and in isolated and less productive districts have less facilities. Electrical
and telephone service are nearly up to state average, but use of television,
farm machinery, trucks and automobiles are considerably below average. Since
less than half of all farms are commercial operations, exceeding annual sales
ef $250 per year, there is not wide ownership of machinery and investment in |
other facilities. Many farms without machinery have farm work done on a:
custom basis by those farmers owning equipment.




