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PART TIME FARVING ON SAN JUAN ISLAND

"Fveryone on the island hes two jobs", is an oft heard phrase
in and around Friday Harbor, mash. Although it is not one hundred
percent correct, the number of people employed in two or more posi-
tions is surprisingly high in comparison with farming communities of
similar conditions on the mainland. This article deals only with those
people who include farming as a means of livelihood. (note avpendage # )

For the purpose of this study, a farmer is defined as one who
lives in rural circumstances and conducts his farming activities in a
manner rarely found in urban communities. More specifically, one who
operates five acres or more as & farm and includes farm animals and/or
CropSe

A part time farmer has arbitrarily been desirnated as one who earns
more than two hundred dollars a year thru employment away from his own
farm,

The information appearing in this article was sathered by first
obteinins the names of all farmers on the island and non-farming employ-
ment of the part time farmers. (Note appendase # ). The next step
was interviewing two to five persons of sach of the followine groups:
full time farmers, part time farmers in each broad tyne of additional
employment, and retired farmers. They were guestioned as to the time
spent working on the farm and on other employment, financial reimburse-
ment for various labors and pertinent information as to farm size, crops,
and enimals,

The above information indicated that in addition to the three main
catazories of farmers -~ full time farmers, part time farmers, and re-

tired farmers -- one could add a fourth catacory by including quasi-



farmers in the form of absentes landlords. (Note appendarce # )
Upon closer exam;nabion, one finds that there is no typical par
time farmer but rather a -grading down from full time farming.
sceription of the various types of farmers on San Juan Island, a
as follows:

1. Full Time PFarming - This recuires the full em-

ployment of at least one adult male each day of the year
or a large enouch operation to provide an adeguate stan-
derd of living for one family, It may be intensive use
of ﬁood land or extensive use of poor land,

2 ILarze Farm Operation and Custom Work - Some

farmers operate a full time farm but own a combins,
bailer, etce., and contract for neichbors harvesting work.
They maey meke nearly six hundred dollars ($600.) net on
outside harvesting work, Included in this type is one
farmer who hires two men %o assist him in runnine the farm
and in addition, operates a trucking line, two fish boats,
and other enterprises.

3. Range Farming - Part Time Job = Sheep and beef

cattle require little attention if left to range over a
couple hundred acres or more. rxeept for two or three
months out of the yvear, an ambitious farmer of this type
can handle a full time job and keep up the farm after
work and on weekendse

4, Small Area Farm - Qther Fmployment - A farmer

mey only have & small area of relatively poor land with
a few acres in grain or hay and a limited amount of live-

stock. This operation may teke some of his time but does
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not provide an adequate living, so 1t is necessary
that he work on other farms doing odd jobs or encage
in part time work such as logging, woodcubtting, otc,

5. Subsistence farming - Pull Time Job - Some men

of primariiy other skills may decide to live in a rural

home near to thelr place of employment, Thev have a milk
cow snd a calf, a few chickens, perhaps an acre or two of
erain, a large garden and a few frult trees., They do not
operate on a commercial basis, but rather, nggg most of

the farm products for their own food and selling the surplus.

6e Gentlemen farmers - One finds a few city-bred men

who yearn for a farm 1ife upon retirement. They come up for
the weekend and work on an old farmstead or are starting a
new one. Included in this catarory are two school teachers
of Friday Harbor High School. They put in a few hours each
evening as well as the weekend. Their farms should be in
full operation before retirement. Also ineluded are those
who have already retired but do not as vet have the skill
and training to handle a large operation snd so hire other
farmers for part time help.

7« Retired Warmers - These sentlemen have made a carser

of farming and have now slowed down their farms operation
to sult their ability or desire to work.

8. Absentee Landlords - On the Island, there are four

men who own one or more farms each, but are not at present
farming thelr areas, Instead, they hire farmers to work

and manage thelr farmse.
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The question that arises in the minds of people visiting the
Island i1s "If a man is a farmer, why doesn't he farm full time
like the farmers on the mainland?" The reason is a result of both
natural and cultural conditions which hamper profitable farm operae
tion,

The quality of the soills of San Juen Island, as a whole, are
not too goods The soills are termed "youthful®”, that is, thin with
poorly developed horizons. The huge continental slpclers that once
covered this area scrapned off the exizting soil in plaoes‘and left
many areas of exposed bedrock. At the same time, they deposited
ground morraine (s blanket of unassorted rock, sand and silt) end
two rocessional morraines. The latter form Cattle Point and Bald Hill.

Vodifyine influences have aided only in some parts of this island
to ﬁake the land more suitable for ferming., A correletion may easily
be found between these areas and land use, (noteappendage # ).

Lying in an east-west direction scross the central pnortion of
the 1sland are the hich rock outeropses Barren of soil at their peaks,
they corade into Dallas, San Juan, ¥verett, and poor Alderwood solls,
These solls are mostly very norous in nature, Precipitetion run off
is very rapid so they are bone-dry most of the time and sulted only for
limited grazinz or forest land,

About one-half of the island is covered with Alderwood soil. It
occurs on low rolling land and valley slopese, Since this soil has some
water holding abllity, the farmers use 1t for hay fields end pasture,
leaving the poor portions for forestland, However, a glance at the pPre-
cipitetion dietribution (Note annendace # ? shows thst April thru

Sepember prodﬁcea 1ittle rainfall on the averare and may produace

\ # This precipitetion chart is for 0lza, Wash. It is about eight

miles from Pridey Harbor and hse a similar climate.
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virtually no rain in a dry year. In the latter case, the Alderwoaﬂl
soil is rather noneproductive. During the 1951 season, hay fields
averaged about one ton an acre while in 1952, a very good year, the
yield was nearly two tons an acre. Half bogs are difficult to draln
and so &£© also relegated bto pasture land, |

The Norma and Bellingham soills make the best farm land on the
island, not only because of thelr fertility but also their ability
to hold water for crops through the dry season. The only drawback
is that themhake up a little more than five percent of the island
or one twentieth of the total area. The largest pocket of Norma
soil is in San Juen Valley, located in the south central portion of

the island, Smaller pockets ere found in other lowlands of the island,

The over-all quality of the farming land of San Juan Island falls
far short of the rich solls near Le Connor, Washe. On the island, the
grain crops may average sbout three-@uarters of a ton per acre and top
erade puernsey cows produce five hundred pounds of butter fat per year.
In the ILa Connor area, the average crain yvleld per scre runs two tons
while thes gsame guernsey cow would produce seven hundred pounds of
butter fat., As may be expected, there has been farm failures and con=
solidation of poorer farms., This is reflected in the declining rural
population (Note greph # ) and brings on a tendency towards extensive
farming rather then intensive land nse. This tehdoncv is furthered by
the fact that farm families are smaller and outside help quite expen-
sives The island farmers are more apt to ranse bheef cattle and sheep
than harvest larce grain crops and tend larce dairy herds.

Several cultural conditions work to the dstriment of the farmer.

One, a combination of both natural and cultural, 1s the insular position
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of the island and an unnebural type of transportation to most farmers -
the ferry. Actually, it 1s éheaper for a farmer to send his products
by the trucking line than as freisght on the ferry; nevertheless, the
products must eross the water to reach the mainland. The ferry line
charses One Dollar Twenty-Tlsht Cents ($1,28) for one hundred pounds
of freicht moved from Friday Harbor to Anacortes. The trucking line
will move the same one hundred pounds from the Farmer's house to Mt.
Vernon, for Forty-Three Cents ($.43). T%ven with thls vast saving
the farmer mekes by selecting the trucking line, he must sell his pro-
duce at the same price as fhe meinlend farmer. He is out Fight Dollers
Sixty Cents ({8.60) a ton for frelocht that the mainland farmer does
not pav. In the case of grein that sells for Ninety Dollars ($90,00)
a ton, it represents a ten percent losse.

At nresent, the only operating co-operative in the whole country
is the dairy in Friday Herbor, Some years ago there was an attempt
to sell lambs on a co-operative besis but the idea died “abornini",

fertain speclfic conditlons exist in the various agrariesn indus-
tries of the island which, coupled with the aforementioned zeneral
conditions, make farming a mamble with little chance of a big gain.
Among the sheep flocks of the island are such breeds as Ramboulllet,
oxford, Iincoln, Romney, Hampshires, Suffolk, and some Shropshiree.
aince the farmer derives profit from both the weol and the lambs, one
favorite 1s the cross between the Romney (a good wool producer) and
auffolk (fast srowing lambs)e. The rood strains of both are fairly well
retained. The advent of synthetics in the textile industry has brought
ebout o decline in the price of wool. In 1951, a false market was

created when two Ue.Se. agenciles bid each upher up on foreign wool, pulling
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domestic wool up to over one dollar ($1.00) a pound for a short time,
then subsiding to nearly seventy-five cents ($0.75). Future prices may
be nearer fifty cents ($0.50) a pound.

In addition, if there is little precinitation in the summer time,
the srazing land dries up. In turn, the ewe will give less milk and
the lamb does not reach potential srowthe

There has been a recent increase of the beef cattle on the lsland.
At present there are Angus, Shorthorn and Herefords. The Angus seem
to be most favored. Actually, there are no drawbacks to the raising of
beef cattle and the animals being brousht in are very good strains.

At one time the dairy herds of the island were conslderably biszger.
There are eleven zrade A milk farms and gbout twenty-seven sour ocream
producers. There areﬁaint sisns of a revival of the industry. About
twenty=-five years ago when dairying was in its prime, the farmers sold
sour cream, feeding the skimmed milk to their hogs. There was a plan
to send fresh milk to Seabttle, via ships with zlass tanks; however, the
farmers decided in favor of using the milk for raising hoes and the plaen
failed., Now the fresh milk produced is consumed on the island. Guernsey
cows of sood auality are in the majority followed by Jersey and Holstein.

The use of oleomargerine on the dinner table and in cooking hes cut
butter ssles and is slicine deeply into the dairymen's profits. Many
sour ecream fermers are considerine switehing to erade A milk or using the
cream to fatten calves for sale as beef. The change to grade A milk 1is
d1ifficult because of the high sanitary requirements, In the case of
many ferms 1t would mean the construction of 2 new barn and purchase of
new eguipmente.

The quality of island pastures lowers the cow's productivity as was

mentioned befors. On the brighter side, the consumotion of milk, ice
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cream, and cheese has increased sharply since World War II.

The decline of the dairy herdé and avallaebility of skimmed milk
brought o decline of hog production. Recent low pork prices all
but finished it off, There is one major hog ranch and several farms
have a fewe Chester "hite and Hampshire are favored, followed by
Yorkshire, The late increase in pork prices coupled with increasing
deiry herds mey bring a revival of hog.raising here.

There is one large chicken farm and, of course, one finds a few
chickens around every farm house, Rhode Island Reds, New Hampshilres,
and "hite Leghorns are commone There seems to be no chance in sight
in the chicken situation.

The aforementioned adverse conditions paint a black picture of
farming on San Juan Island; yet, the full time farmers are able to
clear fifteen hundred ({1500,00) to three thousand ($3,000,00) dollars,
after farm and family livling expenses have been deducted. "hy then
are there ao many part-time farmers?

Mrst, some fermers are unable to obtain s desired standard of
living because of the small size of their farm, the poor quality of
the soil, and in a few cases, lack of skill on the part of the farmer.
Some farmers coulq@ake a living on thelr farm but ar- able to earn
more money on other jobs doing a comparable amount of work., "orking
eight hours a day, six days a week for nine months on the county road
crew or Roche Harbor Lime Kilm, a farmer can make two thousand six
hundred and twenty dollars ($2620.,00). He would only be able to work
nine months because plantkﬁnd harvesting would teke two to three
months. An 2ight week fishine crulse to Alaske (about 18 to 20 hours

a day) would net him an averace of three thousand dollars ($3,000,00)
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Sixz weeks work in the fish cannery would increase his wealth at
least four hundred dollars ($400.00). An averace six wesk on a
local fish boet may bring up his earnings two thousand dollars ($2000).
Logzers can make eisht thousand dollers (§8,000) in a =ood season and
cubtting cord wood for the Roche Harbor Lime Kilm could carn a man
up to three thousand dollars ($3000) for six months work.

Last of all, some men are part time farmers because primarily
they carn their 1living in town and run a subsistence farm in thelr
spare time to beat the rising cost of living.

One mey earn a cood livins doing full time farming on San Juan
Island but with the multitude of part time jobs offered, why work
fourtesn hours a day on the farm when you can meke as much or more
money working at another job for only elght hours{ 'ith such resson-
ing, many farmers cut down their farm operation end invads the
island's urban area for part-time work. There is no doubt that the
island fermers are venalized with poor soil, dry climate, froalght
rates, etc., which cannot be changed to any creat degree.

There are certaln @conoﬁic changes which could substantially
aild the farmer in obteinine a higher standard of living. The establish-
ment of a farmers coop. store from which articles mey be purchased for
all tvpes of farms would help compensate for the frelght fare. 1In
conjunction, a coope for the handling of all farm products would ine
sure a more reliasble market and cive the farmer a little more control
over nrices.

At present time some farmers harvest thelr grain and send it to
the mainland for sale. An increase of the beef cattle herds would

supnly & ready market for all the grain on the islend end then a more
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valuable farm product would be sent to market for the same freight
price,.

Prudent advertising on the nart of the dairy men could do much to
Increase their profit. During World war II, the butter fat content
of milk was cut and articles anpeared claiming skimmed milk was Just
as nutritious as cream; nevertheless, a return of five percent butter
fat in milk would help alliviate the strain on the cream market caused
by olecomargarine, if priced within three or four cents of resuler milk.,
Pushing the half-zallon and gallon sizes of ice cream as the standard
unlt rather than the guart, would also help, If there is a supply
of ice cream in the house, people will eaqﬁore than 1f they had to
purchase 1t at the store each time they use it, The cheese market
could likewise be increased,

By such means the San Juan farmer could help himself. The day of
the rugred individualist is past. In this day and aze, only by working
together can any group hope to control the political and esconomic

conditions around thene.



