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28th Annual VIRTUAL Springtime Youth Calf Sale
March 20, 2021
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!
Springtime Youth Calf Sale Grant Application Deadline
Extended to March 1st!
Grants are open to anyone wanting to buy a dairy heifer as a 4-H project. PAST
RECIPIENTS ARE WELCOME TO APPLY! Applicants must be enrolled in 4-H Dairy
Project. For more information or to submit applications, e-mail Liz Holtcamp
at sycs4h@gmail.com.
The link to the Calf Grant Application is here.
Mark your calendars for the 28th annual Springtime Youth Calf Sale date of March
20, 2021. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the sale WILL NOT be held at the Evergreen
State Fairgrounds at Monroe, but will be held virtually. More details will be provided
closer to the sale date.
For more information about the Springtime Youth Calf Sale please go to this
link: https://extension.wsu.edu/4h/dairy-endowment-fund/programactivities/springtime-youth-calf-sale/.
The link to the Calf Scholarship Application is here.
Also find us on Facebook at Springtime Youth Calf Sale.

4-H Livestock Virtual Clinics to be Hosted by Spokane County 4-H!
Get registered! The 4-H Virtual Market Show HOG Clinic is THIS SATURDAY!!

You are welcome to attend a livestock virtual 4-H clinic ZOOM with local experts
and gain knowledge on livestock species-specific topics to help you be successful
in your project area and show ring. During the clinic. attendees will be divided

into beginner and advanced breakout Zoom rooms with area experts. including a
Purina nutritionist, local veterinarians, breeders and more.
The 4-H Virtual Market Show HOG CLINIC is this Saturday, February 27th, starting
at 9;00 am. It is FREE and open to 4-H youth only!
Please remember, for security purposes, youth and families must have a WSU
Zoom account to be able to participate in the Zoom.
Registration required – register for this and all clinics here (if attending more than
one, register separately for each):
https://wsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAud-ypqD8iGNVP0p6hddDIfGk-j1VzBIJn
Contact Kate McCloskey with questions or concerns
at kmckcloskey@spokanecounty.org
Door Prizes Sponsored by Country Store!!

Super Saturday ’21 Update!
Classes to be Featured as Experience 4-H Sessions!!

Super Saturday ’21 is navigating from a one- or two-day event to become part of
the ongoing Experience 4-H sessions. The Super Saturday classes will be hosted

throughout the next couple months. Keep checking the “Explore 4-H!” page to
stay up to date with future offerings!
extension.wsu.edu/4h/events/
https://www.facebook.com/Explore4HWSUExtension

Join a Free Webinar on February 25
to Learn How Avian Influenza Affects Us All

Washington, D.C., February 19, 2021 — The United States Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) invites
you to join poultry health experts for a webinar on Thursday, February 25. As
part of Bird Health Awareness Week, several poultry experts from across the
country will host a discussion about what avian influenza is, how it impacts
different segments of the poultry industry and the surrounding communities, and
how to prevent the disease from affecting our Nation’s flocks.
From December 2014 through June 2015, the U.S endured its largest animal
health emergency to date, with more than 200 commercial and backyard
premises affected with highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) across the
country, and leading to the death of over 50 million birds. Recently, cases of
HPAI were confirmed in Europe, Asia and Africa, and many poultry owners and
producers are concerned and want to take steps to protect their flocks.
The “Defend The Flock: How Avian Influenza Affects Us All” webinar will take
place on Thursday, February 25 from 2:30-3:30 PM EST. Register for this FREE
webinar today at http://bit.ly/BirdHealthWebinar.
If you don’t already follow APHIS’ Defend the Flock campaign on social media,
check out our Twitter and Facebook during Bird Health Awareness Week (February
22-26) to get daily tips and resources you can use to protect your flock’s health.
To get biosecurity updates and information twice a year, sign up to receive the
Defend the Flock e-Newsletter. The next issue is due out this summer. Select
“Defend the Flock e-Newsletter” under Veterinary Services at bit.ly/2UC7iLi.

Two Weeks Left in the State of Innovation Challenge!
Two weeks left! Still time to start a project, or record a Nano project video
It’s only weeks until the March 4 deadline for project submissions, so if you
haven’t already started, there’s still time to get student projects going.
Visit our “Get Started” page to find everything you need to get going with the
Challenge and download our instructional guides, your one stop shop to
implement the cases with youth.
•

•

If you have limited time, have your students submit a “Nano” solution, using
Flipgrid — No Flipgrid? Vimeo, YouTube or even email work — Nano projects make
great take home activities over the long weekend/Mid-Winter Break!
Got more time or looking for a more challenging project for your students? They
can submit a “Micro” or “Macro” solution.

Content Spotlight
• Rainier Valley Food Bank talks about building communities and food systems:
The Challenge was thrilled to talk with Gloria Hatcher-Mays, Executive Director of the
Rainier Valley Food Bank about her career in the social sector and how RVFB is
innovating to serve more people than ever during COVID-19. Check out our
conversation with Gloria, and share with students working on the Food Chain case

4-H Council Commemorates 2021 Black History Month With Blog
Series

Again this year, 4-H Council is commemorating Black History Month with a series
of blogs; the theme of the series in 2021 is recognition of Black 4-H alumni and
changemakers who are creating opportunity for all kids, while inspiring others to
be catalysts for change through leadership and influence. 2021 marks the launch
of 4-H Council’s partnership with Nationwide, one of the largest diversified
insurance and financial services organizations in the United States, supporting the
passion to inspire young people from all backgrounds to see the opportunities
available in agriculture and beyond, and provide the tools and confidence they
need to bring their new ideas and passions to life.
Throughout February, Jennifer Sirangelo, President & CEO of National 4-H Council,
will be having one-on-one conversations with industry changemakers, such as Dr.
Robert Jones, Chancellor of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and
Georgia 4-H alumnus; Kyle Bridgeforth, Bridgeforth Farms and Alabama 4-H
alumnus; Avery Williamson, Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker and Tennessee 4-H
alumnus; Cooperative Extension* leaders of historically Black colleges and
universities**; and many others.
These alumni inspire others to take action and be catalysts for change through
leadership and innovation in their respective fields. From education to agriculture
to the National Football League, these individuals are creating a future that is
equal and accessible to all young people. Join in celebration of their leadership in
developing equitable solutions for the next generation, while telling stories of
diversity and innovation that are essential to the future success of our economy,
our country and our world.
Learn more at https://4-h.org/about/blog/black-history-month-celebratinginnovation-diversity-leadership/
This series is a continuation of Council’s 2020 stories, where 4-H alumni who are
1890 administrators/leaders were highlighted on Jennifer Sirangelo’s “Pledge to
Youth” blog.
Follow this link to read the 2020 stories that highlighted 4-H alumni who are 1890
administrators/leaders.

Save the Dates! State Equine Contests!

AYHC Symposium Coming in March!

The 44th Annual AYHC Symposium. From the Book to the Barn – Educational
Tools to Teach Safe, Effective Horsemanship, will offer much more than a webinar
series; the virtual format will feature the key elements that make the AYHC
Symposium a unique event that draws attendees who return year after year.
The virtual AYHC Symposium will bring together all facets of the equine industry
with a common goal of uniting kids and horses.
The non-breed / non-discipline specific curriculum will offer equine knowledge
that transfers from the book to the barn, providing educational tools that
volunteers, teachers, trainers, and coaches can use to teach youth about safe and
effective horsemanship.
Robust networking tools will encourage attendees to make new connections with
shared interests through community discussion boards, virtual meet-ups and
attendee matchmaking.
A sponsor showcase and virtual exhibit hall will feature company profiles and
videos, exhibitor coupons and interactive tools to connect participants with the
latest products and resources in the equine industry.
All content will be recorded and available to registered participants for six (6)
months including the workshops, discussion boards and virtual exhibit hall.
The virtual AYHC Symposium presents an opportunity for adult and student
leaders in the youth horse industry to learn, network, share ideas and grow as an
industry…from the comfort of your home or office!
For Symposium details, including workshop, speaker and registration and
membership information – and more – go to the Symposium Website:
symposium.ayhc.com

Online Horse Judging Camp Scheduled During February!

Online horse judging camp is for anyone thinking about giving horse judging a
try! The camp includes at-home assignments, reasons critique, 4 interactive
virtual meetings, quizzes, and certificate of completion!
This camp is for anyone who may be thinking about being on or coaching a Horse
Judging team.
Each session will have an assignment, live presentations, discussion of the class
and class/runs to practice on and critiques. Also, there is an in-depth session on
oral reasons presented by the Oklahoma State World Champion Horse Judging
team.
Other presenters include:
• Dr. Steven Cooper (Oklahoma State University Judging team coach, AQHA, VRH judge)
• Taylor Fabus (Michigan State Horse Judging team coach)
• Dr. Kathy Anderson (University of Nebraska Judging team coach, AQHA, NSBA, APHA
judge)
With assistance from:
• Dr. Colleen Brady (Purdue University Extension Horse Specialist
Time: 6 – 7:30pm Eastern time, 5 – 6:30pm Central time
Dates and topics:
• Tuesday February 16 Conformation/halter judging
• Thursday February 18 Oral reasons
• Tuesday February 23 Western Horse
• Thursday February 25 Ranch Riding

The fee for this course is $30. To purchase and enroll in this course, go
to: https://campus.extension.org/course/search.php?search=horse+judging+camp
This Virtual Horse Judging camp is brought to you by:
• University of Nebraska (Dr. Kathy Anderson – kanderson1@unl.edu)
• Purdue University (Dr. Colleen Brady – bradyc@purdue.edu)
• Oklahoma State University (Dr. Kris Hiney – khiney@okstate.edu)
• Michigan State University (Taylor Fabus – tenlenta@msu.edu)

Livestock Field Days Coming in March and April!

Youth in 4-H, FFA or open class exhibitions are invited to join us for an exciting
virtual youth market livestock field day series!
The University of Idaho Extension, Nez Perce county in partnership with the
Washington State University Whitman and Asotin counties have hosted a popular
and informative youth market livestock field day in the Lewis-Clark Valley for
many years. In 2020 these events were cancelled due to COVID-19, and in 2021
they will be delivered virtually using Zoom, making it possible for us to invite
more participants than ever to join in the fun and learning!
Sessions will be held from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm PST for Market Beef (March 20),
Market Swine (March 27), Market Sheep (April 3) and Market Goat (April 10).

There is a fee of $5 per registration per session to help pay for some of the
associated costs of producing this event. For Northern Idaho and Eastern
Washington youth, there are limited scholarships available.
The registration link is https://bit.ly/2021livestockfielddayregistration.
If you have any questions please contact one of us at:
UI Extension, Benewah County: 208-245-2422 | Gail Silkwood, gsilkwood@uidaho.edu
UI Extension, Nez Perce County: 208-790-3096 | Judy Floch, jfloch@uidaho.edu
WSU Extension, Asotin County: 509-243-2009 | Mark Heitstuman, heitstuman@wsu.edu
WSU Extension, Whitman County: 509-397-6290 | Janet Schmidt, schmidtj@wsu.edu

Spring 4-H Continuing Volunteer Education Classes Set for March 20th!

Snohomish County 4-H will facilitate a series of Spring Continuing Volunteer
Education Classes on Saturday, March 20, 2021. These classes are open to all
Extension programs statewide. Classes to be offered are:
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Group Basics
12:00 p.m. Group Agreements (Please join at 11:45 if you are not familiar with Zoom
annotation tools).
1:00 – 2:30 p.m. Peer Consultation
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Conflict Management
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Delegation
For further information, including class descriptions, and to sign up for classes,
click this link!

Call for Entries – 2021 4-H Beekeeping Essay Competition!
The 2021 National 4-H Beekeeping Essay Competition is open to active 4-H Club
members only.
Each state may submit only ONE entry.
• Deadline for national submission: April 1, 2021

•

National winners will be announced: June 15, 2021

For further information, eligibility, rules and requirements, find the Call for Entries
letter here.

Scholarship Opportunity Available for 4-H Goat Project Youth!

Scholarships are available through the American Goat Federation’s Youth
Scholarship Program.
$1,000 Scholarships are available for ages 17-21 (Tier 1)
$500 Scholarships are available for ages 12-16 (Tier 2)
[These scholarships are funded under a cooperative agreement with
USDA/APHIS/VS, to encourage education and development of youth involved in
the goat industry and who hold a current membership, or whose parents or
guardians are members in The American Goat Federation or any of its member
organizations.
More details, including program information and requirements as well as the
scholarship application, can be found at
https://americangoatfederation.org/youth-scholarship-program/

Register Now for the Authors of Change Virtual 4-H Retreat!

Washington State 4-H teens are invited to register for this upcoming event! The
retreat is free, registration is open until full and there are also retreat kits
available to order (until February 10) through the website for those that want a tshirt, etc.
For more information, to register and order kits, go to wa4hteenequity.weebly.com.

New Workshops Scheduled:
Experience 4-H Virtual Small Animal Series!
The Washington State 4-H Small Animal Committee has added new topics to the
Experience 4-H – Virtual Small Animal series! Check out what is upcoming!
Please pre-register by clicking the link for the workshop you would like to
attend. Youth age 9 and younger need to have an adult helper attend with the
youth participant.
Thank you to the Washington State 4-H Small Animal Committee for providing
these workshops that are being facilitated by many individuals across the state!
March 6, 1 p.m. PST – Poultry Basics
An introduction to raising poultry for youth.
https://wsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEvc-qrrjgtGdzyra_AoETCeVlHdFWrUIm2
Future Topics:

Cavy Basics, Rabbit Basics, Poultry & Rabbits for Home Use, and Rabbit/Cavy
Judging Contests.
Questions? e-mail tc4h@co.thurston.wa.us

New 4-H Facebook Site for Virtual Trainings!
Please join our Explore 4-H Facebook Page! There are over 30 trainings that are
open to everyone online.
Find it at https://www.facebook.com/Explore4HWSUExtension
Please go to this site and “like” it. Thanks!

2021 National 4-H Conference Update
Theme: Shaping the Future
Dates: April 10-14, 2021 Virtual Format
The link to the information letter is here.
Cost: $325 for youth participants. Adult chaperones are free but need to register to
attend.
Maximum 350 Participants
Registration Timeline:
• January 26: Registration opens (online only, no paper forms) Active link will be
available on the National 4-H Conference Website
• February 23: Late registration begins $50 upcharge per delegate.
• March 2, 5:00 pm EST: All registrations close

Application Open! – 2022 Youth In Action Awards

Applications for the 2022 4-H Youth in Action Awards are open! Four dynamic
youth leaders will have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to share their stories
along with unforgettable experiences, celebration on the national stage,
recognition in the media and a $5,000 college scholarship. Open to youth age 1519. Apply beginning January 6 through March 29, 2021. The four youth leaders
will represent STEM. Healthy Living, Agriculture and Civic Engagement. Please
pass this information along to anyone working with our youth!
Apply at
https://4-h.org/parents/4-h-youth-in-action-awards/#!application.

Register Now for the 2021 Virtual Sewing & Stitchery Expo!

The 2021 Virtual Sewing & Stitchery Expo is Feb. 24-28, 2021. You can register now!
The 2021 Class Catalog is online now! Follow this link to find it on the Sew &
Stitch website.
More information and registration link is at https://sewexpo.com.

Washington State 4-H Scholarship Applications Are Open!

The 4-H Scholarship application is now available for Washington 4-Hers in the
12th grade. Information can be found at
https://extension.wsu.edu/4h/youth/scholarship-opportunities/
Please note: 4-H Scholarship applicants must be enrolled and approved in 4-H
Online to be eligible. Previously, applicants only needed to be enrolled in the
previous two years.
12th graders are encouraged to check out the available scholarships and
apply! Applications close on March 15th.

Highly Pathogenetic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Info Available for
Poultry Project Youth
Highly pathogenic avian influenza is very active right now around the globe.
Outbreaks are presently occurring in North Korea, China, Netherlands, Sweden,
Spain, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Iran, Poland, Norway, France, and Ukraine.
Wild waterfowl are one of the main ways the virus moves around. A major
migratory flight path for wild waterfowl includes Washington State; many
waterfowl species (swans, ducks, geese) overwinter in the state as well. These
birds can carry the avian influenza virus and spread it to chickens, in which it is
much more deadly. Please refresh your knowledge of the biosecurity practices
recommended to keep your birds safe and take these actions every day!
Here are some good resources:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-diseaseinformation/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/avian-health/ai-inhumans

More Information on HPIA:
Washington State Veterinarian News: Batten Down the Hatches Against
Avian Influenza
CORRECTED ARTICLE

Outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza are happening in several
countries around the globe now. Please share this important info with 4-H
members, commercial poultry owners, and any other stakeholders who would be
affected by an outbreak in the U.S. We do NOT want this disease to get a foothold
here! Thanks.
Link to the CORRECTED WSDA document here.
Susan Kerr, DVM, PhD
WSDA Education and Outreach Specialist
skerr@agr.wa.gov

Plea for 4-H Horse Project Youth to Vaccinate for Equine Influenza
Dr. Susan Kerr, WSDA Education and Outreach Coordinator

4-H horse project youth, your horse depends on YOU to keep him/her safe and
healthy!
There were 33 confirmed cases of equine influenza in Washington State in 2020.
There were an additional 29 suspected cases, and 25 more horses were exposed
to the virus by infected horses. These cases were distributed throughout the
state. Fortunately, none of these horses died, which is typical for this disease.
Part of influenza treatment involves strict rest, and some horses do not return to
normal for six months! Can you imagine not being able to ride or exercise your
sick horse for weeks or months? Horses infected with the influenza virus can
develop secondary pneumonia, which can be much more serious and require
antibiotic treatment.
If your horse is at risk of catching influenza from other horses, why not prevent
this disease and all its complications by vaccinating him/her? The American

Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) recommends horses at risk be
vaccinated for influenza every six months.
Is your horse at risk of influenza? YES if he/she has contact with other horses
“outside its bubble” at shows, trail rides, schooling, etc. Also YES if you keep your
horse at a stable where other horses are coming and going and mixing with other
horses. Even if your horse doesn’t go anywhere, another horse can bring the virus
to him/her.
If your horse stays at your home barn with a steady “bubble” of barn mates and
doesn’t have direct or indirect contact with other horses, he/she is at minimal risk
of influenza.
A very good article with more details about equine influenza is available
at https://www.equinediseasecc.org/disease-information.
For more information about equine vaccinations, see the AAEP’s
recommendations at https://aaep.org/horse-owners/owner-guidelines/ownervaccination-guidelines or speak with your veterinarian.
The foundation of animal welfare is preventing animal illness, pain, and suffering.
Vaccinating against diseases of concern is a very simple and effective way to do
this.

African Swine Fever (ASF) Info Available for Swine Project Youth
African swine fever (ASF) is now active in North Korea, South Africa,
Ukraine, Romania, Russia, Moldova, Hungary and Germany.
As every country is now separated by only a few hours of travel, please encourage
swine project youth to learn about ASF, including its signs and how to prevent it.
Here is a simple and quick animation to encourage youth to do their part,
followed by a link to youth-friendly resources for additional info.
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://trelloattachments.s3.amazonaws.com/5c501da3a4ba4c2c50ce308d/5c5c08314034361366
464284/2c1f08d209049669080ccc551a131121/EN_GIF_PigFarmers.mp4__;!!JmPEgBY
0HMszNaDT!-R7x3C4t-YWd2zNwl-hpbRDvrZuJLcDHG3uM8dVbxDTm1njBwL3co1QYElZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/african-swine-feverwhat-you-need-to-know__;!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!-R7x3C4t-YWd2zNwlhpbRDvrZuJLcDHG3uM8dVbxDTm-1njBwL3cla_RrRF$ (the biosecurity links focus on
birds, but principles apply to all species).

COVID-19 RESOURCES

IMPORTANT REMINDER Regarding WSU Extension Adult/Youth
Interactions during COVID-19
As we are all in communication via technology with youth at this time, I would like
to take this opportunity to remind everyone of WSU Extension’s policy on
interactions. Under this policy, AT NO TIME should one adult be meeting or
communicating with youth WITHOUT the presence of another adult. This policy
pertains to Zoom conferences, telephone conversations, text messages, social
media posts, etc. To facilitate communication, make certain to cc another adult
on written communications, and invite another adult to be present during virtual
meetings. The second adult is recommended to be a WSU volunteer; other adults
can serve in this role if you’re in a pinch.
Jana S. Ferris
Associate Professor
Volunteer Specialist, WSU Extension
425-595-2950

A Reminder: COVID-19 Resources Available from WSU Extension
The WSU Extension COVID-19 Updates and Resources page is updated as new
information becomes available. The Link to the page is
https://extension.wsu.edu/covid-19/

WASHINGTON STATE RESOURCE GUIDE
FOR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS:
Caring for Your Family During COVID-19
The Washington State Department of Children, Youth and Families has created a
resource for parents during COVID-19. The WASHINGTON STATE RESOURCE GUIDE
FOR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS: Caring for Your Family During COVID-19 was
developed to help parents and their families navigate the pandemic and the days
to follow.
The publication is available at
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/FS_0039.pdf

