
2017 WASHINGTON 4-H COUNCIL 
“Action Taken” on Recommendations 

 
 
A. Equine 

1. Revise in PNW Contest Guide Show Protocol #9 – Snohomish.  Exhibitors 
should not pat their horse while being judged in the ring, except in a colt or 
ground training class “or Western Games events.” 
 

 Supporting Statement:  There is inconsistency between PNW Judges that 
needs to be addressed.  Most judges do NOT disqualify riders for 
touching/petting their horse after the event (see attached). 

 
 Council Action: Accepted 
 

2. Add Western Dressage – Snohomish.  Add Western Dressage to the State 4-H 
Fair Equine Exhibit. 

 
 Supporting Statement:  This discipline is growing rapidly in the horse industry, 

uses the same arena setup as traditional Dressage, and many Dressage Judges 
judge western Dressage. 

 
 Council Action: Accepted 
 

3. Revise the PNW 4-H Horse Contest Guide (Pg. 20) – Snohomish.  Revise the 
PNW 4-H Horse Contest Guide (Pg. 20) to reflect the United States Equestrian 
Federation (USEF) rules for Western Dressage, rather than the North American 
Western Dressage rules. 
 
Supporting Statement:  This is consistent with 4-H English Dressage, which 
follows USEF rules, and the 4-H Horse Program always looks to USEF for our 
core rules. 
 
Council Action: Accepted 
 

4. Include Hunter Over Fences Classes – Snohomish.  Include Hunter Over 
Fences Classes at State 4-H Fair. 

 
Supporting Statement:  It is not equitable that all other disciplines in the 
Washington State 4-H Horse Program have the opportunity to exhibit at the State 
4-H Fair.  Safety concerns are solvable! 
 
Council Action: Accepted 
 

5. Eliminate the Run Out Box in Western Games – Snohomish.  Eliminate the 
Run Out Box in Western Games Events. 

 
Supporting Statement:  Acknowledging the judge at the end of the run should 
be sufficient to show control.  It often causes near crashes as horses/riders 
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generally are not used to such limited space. 
 
Council Action: Accepted with Modification.  The recommendation came out 
of Equine Committee with recommendation to modify to add language “at State 
Fair” to the end of the recommendation.  
 

6. Allow Early Haul-Out for Youth with Another Project Horse in Next Section 
– Snohomish.  Allow early haul-out for youth in the State 4-H Horse Exhibit who 
are entered with another project horse in the next section (if they are back-to-
back). 

 
Supporting Statement:  It is difficult to impossible for a youth to haul out and 
return with their second project horse in the time allotted unless they live in close 
vicinity to the fairgrounds. 
 
Council Action: Accepted with Modification.  The recommendation came out 
of Equine Committee with recommendation to modify to add “4-H Horse Program 
Superintendent would have discretion on a case by case basis to” to the 
beginning of the recommendation. 

 
B. Animal 

1. Cloverbuds Showing Goats – Lewis.  Current policy is that Cloverbuds can 
only show Pygmy or Nigerian goat kids or adults.  Recommendation is to change 
the policy to include that Cloverbuds can show a kid of any goat breed born in 
the current calendar year.  
 
Supporting Statement:  A full-grown Pygmy goat can weigh from 50-75 pounds; 
that is too much weight for a small child, even if the animal is tame.  It is the 
same with a Nigerian goat.  I spent much of my time this spring calling many 
Nigerian breeders, trying to find one that would sell me a kid so we could bottle-
feed it so it was bonded with my children and they did not have to tame a wild 
one down.  Breeders do not want to pull kids off dams because they do not want 
to hand-milk.  I could not find one after calling nine breeders. 
 
I would much rather see Cloverbuds showing young kids born in the current 
calendar year, as they are much easier to manipulate and handle than a full-
grown Pygmy or a full-grown Nigerian. 
 
I would like the policy to say that Cloverbuds my show kids born of the current 
calendar year, as well as the current miniature breeds. 
 
Council Action: Accepted with Modification.  The recommendation came out 
of Livestock Committee with recommendation to modify to read “Any Cloverbud 
may also show a Pygmy goat, miniature goat, or any goat breed under six 
months of age prior to the show.” 
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