
 

PUBLIC NOTICE BY WASHINGTON 
STATE PORK PRODUCERS 

ASSOCIATION AND THE NATIONAL 
PORK BOARD 

 

 The election of pork producer delegate 
candidates for the 2020 National Pork Producers 
(Pork Act) Delegate Body will take place at 1:00 
p.m., Friday, July 12, 2019 in conjunction with a 
Board of Directors meeting of Washington State 
Pork Producer Association, in Room 1 of the 
Washington Association of Wheat Growers building,  
109 East 1st Street, Ritzville, Washington, 99169.   
All Washington State pork producers are invited to 
attend. 
 Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a 
resident of the state and has paid all assessments 
due may be considered as a delegate candidate 
and/or participate in the election. All eligible 
producers are encouraged to bring with them a sales 
receipt proving that hogs were sold in their name 
and the checkoff deducted.   
  For more information contact: 

Washington State Pork Producers Association 
2001 VanTine Road  
Garfield, Washington  
Phone 509-397-2694. 

African Swine Fever 
 African Swine Fever (ASF) is a viral disease 
of pigs and the focus of much concern, even though 
it has never been present in the U.S. and is not a 
human health issue. However, there are often active 
outbreaks in Eastern and Western Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. The ease and speed of international travel 
combined with the potential for this disease to cause 
animal suffering, economic losses, and food supply 
interruptions makes ASF a serious concern for both 
farmers and consumers. 
 

How the Virus Spreads 
• Direct contact with feces, urine, discharges, 

blood, or tissues from infected pigs 
• Carrier swine and their relatives, especially wild 

boars, warthogs, and feral pigs  
• Feeding raw, undercooked or smoked pork 

products to swine 
• Contaminated equipment, footwear, clothing, 

food, vehicles, and facilities 
• Fly, lice, and mosquito bites 
• Soft ticks of the genus Ornithodoros (a host for 

the ASF virus) 
 

Signs of ASF: 
• Sudden death or 

chronic illness 
• Abortion 
• High fever 
• Weakness 
• Depression 
• Poor appetite 
• Red or blue-

tinged skin 
• Skin 

hemorrhages 
• Diarrhea or 

constipation 
• Vomiting 
• Colic 
• Difficulty 

breathing 
• Internal organ 

hemorrhage 
 

Treatment and Prevention 
 ASF cannot be treated. Efforts focus on 
containing the disease to limit the affected outbreak 
area, euthanizing all pigs on affected farms, and 
investigating the outbreak to identify the source. 
There is no vaccine to prevent ASF currently. 
Prevention measures include close monitoring of 
animal health, effective biosecurity measures, 
regulation of animal transportation/movement, 
proper feeding practices, control of wild hogs, and 
tick vector control. 
 

Recommendations 
If you raise pigs, monitor all animals daily for signs of 
illness. Call your veterinarian immediately if you see 
unusual signs of illness such as high fevers, skin 
discoloration, or sudden death. Obtain a Certificate 
of Veterinary Inspection for interstate movement of 
livestock. Quarantine herd additions for 30 days or 
keep a closed herd. 
 by Dr. Susan Kerr, WSDA Education and Outreach Specialist 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Sarah M. Smith  

Lunch begins at 11:30AM 
Cow Creek Mercantile 

 

1611 S. Smitty’s Blvd      
                           Ritzville, WA     (use exit 221) 

(hosted lunch for individuals participating in the meeting) 
 

Summer Meeting starts at 1PM in Room #1,  
Washington Association Of Wheat Growers 

109 East 1st Street      
Ritzville, WA 

 SAVE THE DATE  
 

 WPP SUMMER MEETING 
 

 

July 12, 2019 
Ritzville, Washington 

 Topics will include: the budget,  
delegate selection for the 2020 Pork Forum, 

Article of Incorporation proposed changes, and  
Swine Information Day 2020 

 
All Washington Pork Producers members  
are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Your WPP Board Members 
Tom Cocking,  President  509-595-8415 

Paul Klingeman, Jr., V. Pres. 509-760-7170 

Jodi Stebbins, Secretary   425-426-7416 

Jaime Sackmann, Treasurer 509-989-5970 

Don Van Tine, State Contact 509-397-2694 

Skin hemorrhages and 
extensive bruising caused 
by ASF. Photo from Plum 
Island Animal Disease 
Center. Permission for use 
granted by the Center for 
Food Security and Public 
Health at Iowa State 
University, College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
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Biosecurity Considerations for Pork 
Producers 
 The spread of African swine fever (ASF) in 
Europe in the last few years, the April 2019 ASF 
outbreaks in South Africa outside of the control 
zone, and the more rapid, ongoing spread across 
and from China since August 2018 to Cambodia, 
Japan, Mongolia and Vietnam, provide an 
opportunity to remind us all about the importance of 
effective biosecurity practices – on farms, in our 
clinics and when we travel. Many AABP members 
regularly work internationally on farms and 
agriculture entities, and our members often host 
international guests.  
 The National Pork Board (NPB) has updated 
two documents regarding the importance of 
following good biosecurity procedures and have 
made them publicly available. One is on biosecurity 
for when you travel internationally and visit farms, 
research facilities, etc., including what to do before 
the flight home to the U.S. The second informational 
guide is for biosecurity when hosting international 
travelers on farms or any location where there is a 
likelihood that cross-contamination could occur, 
such as a veterinary clinic.  
The principles and information in these documents 
can also inform our members regarding precautions 
to take, best practices and how not to be a fomite – 
within other countries and to the U.S.  
 These biosecurity documents can be found 
on the AABP website:  
International Travel Biosecurity  
https://aabp.org/members/committees/Biosecurity%
20International%20Travel%20Biosecurity%
20March%202019%20(002).pdf 
 

Hosting International Visitors https://aabp.org/
members/committees/BiosecurityHosting%
20International%20Visitors%20on%20Your%
20Farm%20March%202019.pdf 
   By Dr. Dale Moore, WSU Extension Veterinary Medicine   
 

U.S Pork Producers To Respond to High 
International Prices Prompted by African 
Swine Fever Losses in China  
  U.S. Pork Producers are expected to 
respond to anticipated-higher international pork 
prices brought about by African Swine Fever (ASF) 
losses in China by accelerating farrowings in late 
2019 and in 2020. As a result, U.S. commercial pork 
production in 2020 is likely to increase to about 28.3 
billion pounds, 3.5 percent above projected 
production this year. Prices of live equivalent 51-52 
percent lean hogs are expected to average about 
$60 per cwt in 2020, more than 10 percent above 
average price forecasts for this year and over 31 
percent higher than hog prices averaged in 2018.  
U.S. pork exports next year are anticipated to be 
about 6.7 billion pounds, almost 7 percent above 
export volumes estimated for 2019. This implies that 
23.6 percent of U.S commercial pork production next 
year will probably be exported, compared with 22.9 
percent this year. This forecast assumes that current 
trade policies remain in place for the forecast period.    
  It is notable that despite large export 
increases next year, per capita disappearance will, 
in all likelihood, increase as well. Per capita 
disappearance in 2020 is expected to increase by 
more than 1 percent to about 52.9 pounds per 
person, compared with the 52.1 pounds forecast for 
this year. Moreover, the ERS composite pork retail 
value is likely to increase almost 2 percent in 2020, 
to average in the low $3.80 per pound. Increased 
per capita disappearance accompanied by year-over
-year higher retail prices suggests increased retail 
pork demand. Forecasts for continued economic 
growth of the U.S. economy next year accommodate 

increased consumer demand for animal proteins. 
USDA ERS Livestock, Dairy & Poultry Outlook, LDP-M-299, 05.16.19 

Pork Essentially Free of Veterinary Drug 
Residues 
 In a basic survey of more than a thousand 
pork kidney samples, almost no veterinary drug 
residues were found and none at levels that even 
approached U.S. regulatory limits, according to a 
study just published by an Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) scientist in Food Additives & 
Contaminants: Part A. 
 These findings signal that U.S. Pork 
Producers are using veterinary compounds properly, 
and indicate that veterinary drug residues in pork are 
not posing a health concern to U.S. consumers, 
according to ARS research chemist Weilin Shelver. 
Shelver with the ARS Animal Metabolism-
Agricultural Chemicals Research Unit in Fargo, 
North Dakota. 

A total of 1,040 pork kidneys were purchased 
from four grocery stores in the Midwest and tested 
for residues of 5 commonly used veterinary drugs 
and feed additives: flunixin, penicillin G, 
ractopamine, sulfamethazine and tetracycline. Pork 
kidneys are commonly used as an indicator meat as 
they are readily accessible and tend to concentrate 
drug residues compared to more commonly 
consumed muscle meats. 

Only 6 samples from the 1,040 tested—0.58 
percent—were positive when screened for 
antibiotics, indicating these samples potentially 
contained antibiotic residues. 

As a further check, a 278-sample subset of 
the pork kidney samples was screened with a more 
specific type of test for residues of four veterinary 
drugs: flunixin, a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
agent; ractopamine, an agent that enhances 
leanness in meat; and the antibiotics sulfamethazine 
and tetracycline. This testing used Enzyme-Linked 
Immunosorbent Assays (ELISAs), which at times are 
capable of measuring residues at far lower 
concentrations than those called for by regulatory 
tolerances. 

Regardless of the testing method, residue 
levels of all veterinary compounds were always well 
below U.S. regulatory tolerances. For example, of 
the samples assessed by the highly sensitive ELISA 
and other methods, only 4 percent were positive for 
minute amounts of sulfamethazine, 10 percent for 
trace quantities of tetracycline, and 22 percent 
positive for detectable quantities of the commonly 
used feed additive ractopamine. 
 by Kim Kaplan, USDA ARS 03.21.19 

 

2020 Production of Most Animal Proteins 
Forecast To Increase  

Production for most animal proteins is 
expected to increase in 2020, compared to 
production levels of 2019. Among the factors driving 
higher production are producer responses to 
forecasts of continued positive U.S. economic 
conditions, including improved producer returns.  
The anticipated U.S. pork production increase of 
about 3.5 percent in 2020 is a response to higher 
international pork prices due to pork deficits in 
China, resulting from African Swine Fever.   USDA ERS 
Livestock, Dairy & Poultry Outlook, LDP-M-299, 05.16.19 
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Pork Quality Assurance® Plus Revisions 
Take Effect  
Updates feature two certification options for 
producers 

Revisions to the Pork Quality Assurance® 
Plus (PQA Plus®) 4.0 are effective today. The 
updated program reflects pork producers’ 
commitment to continuous improvement and 
features two training options – first-time and 
recertification. 

“Pork producers are committed to the six 
We CareSM ethical principles because we want to 
do what’s best for people, pigs and the planet,” 

said David 
Newman, 
incoming 
National Pork 
Board president 
and a pork 
producer from 

Jonesboro, Arkansas. “This program has been a 
collaborative effort between producers, packers 
and industry representatives for over 30 years.” 

New research information has been 
incorporated into the latest version to increase the 
program’s effectiveness and to help ensure its 
validity with customers and consumers. Pork 
producers remain focused on providing a safe, high
-quality product while promoting animal well-being, 
environment stewardship and public health. 

The PQA Plus enhancements include: 

• First-time certification provides new caretakers 
with the basic knowledge and education needed to 
work in the industry. The 75-minute presentation 
includes core content needed to be successful in 
the industry. 

• Recertification training gives experienced 
caretakers the opportunity to renew their 
certification in a scenario-based setting with their 
advisor or online. 

• Advisors can customize a portion of the training 
to fit the caretaker or group, based on experience 
and skills that need to be refreshed. Beyond core 
training, additional content is available for advisors 
to focus on particular production areas. 

• Producers may complete first-time or 
recertification training online through interactive 
learning modules. The online training modules, 
divided into the six We Care ethical principles, are 
each 2 to 14 minutes long. 
To help producers prepare for a foreign animal 
disease, a Secure Pork Supply resource is 
included in the updated PQA Plus. 

For more information on the revised PQA Plus 
program, visit pork.org/certifications. 
www.pork.org, 06.05.19 
 
Research on Viral Transmission in 
Feedstuffs Yields New Information 

With research confirming that swine viruses 
can be transmitted through feed and feedstuffs, 
new studies are looking at how to prevent the 
spread of foreign animal diseases, such as African 
swine fever (ASF), via these vehicles. Based on 
new research, the Swine Health Information Center 
(SHIC), the National Pork Board, the National Pork 
Producers Council and the American Association of 
Swine Veterinarians have revised the information 
for feed holding times. 

The Institute for Feed Education and 
Research (IFEEDER), the public charity of the 
American Feed Industry Association, helped fund 
the research that resulted in the updated 
information that provide the best and most current 
understanding of viral survivability in feedstuffs and 
details for mitigating risk to domestic herds. 

“The science on viral transmission through 

feed and feedstuffs is still relatively young, but it 
has yielded some interesting and potentially useful 
information on mitigating the spread of costly 
viruses, such as ASF,” said Paul Sundberg, DVM, 
Swine Health Information Center executive 
director. “This includes recognition that not all 
imported feedstuffs are manufactured and handled 
in the same way. It’s important to know whether 
ingredients are produced under biosecure 
conditions and how they were shipped.” 

The new details decrease holding times 
over the initial estimations, which were calculated 
in October 2018 based on the available research, 
and given additional assurances of further viral 
degradation if the feed ingredients are 
contaminated. 

“Variations of the same feed components 
might cause disparity in holding time confidence,” 
said David Pyburn, DVM, National Pork Board 
senior vice president, science and technology. “For 
example, according to research using Senecavirus 
A (Seneca Valley virus), which is suggested to 
have the longest holding time of studied viruses, 
increasing holding times by an additional 30% 
would give an opportunity for 99.999% degradation 
of contaminating viruses.” 

More research would be needed to confirm 
that the results could be extrapolated to other feed 
ingredients in like classes to those studied. The 
updated information shows new holding times 
details for general informational and educational 
purposes. They should not be considered as to be 
recommending or advocating any specific course of 
action. 
 

 
  “Continued diligence on feedstuffs origin, 
the manufacturing processes, the shipping 
methods and ‘born on date’ is essential,” Liz 
Wagstrom, DVM, National Pork Producers Council 
chief veterinarian, said. “Feedstuffs manufactured, 
sealed, handled, and shipped under biosecure 
conditions produces an ingredient free of 
pathogens and reduces the risk of post-processing 
contamination, resulting in little to no risk to animal 
health.” 

For example, vitamins and amino acids are 
typically shipped in sealed or secure containers. 
Anything produced under unknown conditions or 
unsealed can pose an animal health risk. Imported 
soybean meal and DDGS are often transported in 
non-sealed or non-secure containers. Knowing the 
origin of ingredients and the disease status of the 
region or country is essential. 

“The feed industry is a committed partner in 
the effort to prevent foreign animal diseases from 
entering the U.S. through imported feed 
ingredients,” said Leah Wilkinson, vice president 
for public policy and education for the American 
Feed Industry Association. “This additional 
information on holding times is helpful. We 
encourage dialogue with your feed ingredient or 
feed supplier to discover all of the measures that 
have been put in place to supply a safe product.” 
Complete information on the research leading to 
the holding time calculation and the 
document, U.S. Pork Industry Organization Provide 
‘Options’ for Handling Imported Feed Ingredients, 
are available at swinehealth.org. 
     www.pork.org, 05.07.19 

Mean Holding 
Time for 

99.99% Degra-
dation 

Days at 4° C 
(36.9° F) 

Days at 15° C 
(59° F) 

Days at 30° C 
(86° F) 

Conventional 
Soybean Meal 

143 52 26 

DDGS 494 182 26 

Vitamin D 39 26 26 

Lysine 78 13 13 
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https://www.pork.org/certifications/
https://www.swinehealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Holding-Time-Calculations-for-Feed-Ingredients-to-Mitigate-Virus-Transmission.pdf
https://www.swinehealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/AFIA_IssueAdvisory_U.S.-Pork-Industry-Orgs-Provide-Options-for-Handling-Imported-Feed-Ingredients_Oct92018.pdf
https://www.swinehealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/AFIA_IssueAdvisory_U.S.-Pork-Industry-Orgs-Provide-Options-for-Handling-Imported-Feed-Ingredients_Oct92018.pdf
https://www.swinehealth.org/
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Study Shows U.S. Pig Farmers Making 
Major Sustainability Progress 
 Analysis of 55 years of pig farming reveals 
gains in all key metrics 

America’s pig farmers continue to practice 
many of the principles of Earth Day, which is April 
22, every day on their farms, and in many cases, 
have done so for generations. This fact is 
underscored by the results of a recent study from 
the University of Arkansas, which confirmed that 
today’s pork is more earth-friendly than ever thanks 
to great progress in multiple key sustainability 
metrics over more than five decades. 
According to the new study, A Retrospective 
Assessment of U.S. Pork Production: 1960 to 
2015, the inputs needed to produce a pound of pork 
in the United States have become more 
environmentally friendly over time. Specifically, 
75.9% less land is needed, 25.1% less water and 
7% less energy. This also has resulted in a 7.7% 
smaller carbon footprint (see infographic.) 

To save as much water as today’s pig farms 
do over their predecessors of 50-plus years ago, 
the average American would have to take 90 fewer 
showers per year. Likewise, to understand the 
energy savings accomplished by pig farmers during 
the study period, a typical household would need to 
eliminate the use of a refrigerator altogether. 

“The study confirms that U.S. pig farmers 
like me have been making progress in our ongoing 
commitment to do what’s best for people, pigs and 
the planet, which is at the heart of the industry’s We 
CareSM initiative,” said Steve Rommereim, National 
Pork Board president and a pig farmer from 
Alcester, South Dakota. “It’s encouraging to see this 
level of progress in environmental stewardship over 
the years. It also is helpful to have a benchmark to 
measure additional improvements.” 

Unlike some earlier studies, the new Pork 
Checkoff-funded study used a comprehensive life-
cycle assessment approach and the best available 
methodology along with a field-to-farm gate 
approach. This meant including material and energy 
flows associated with the full supply chain, 
beginning with extraction of raw materials through 
production of live, market-weight pigs, including 
marketed sows. 

“As it has for decades, the U.S. pork 
industry will continue to make strides in overall 
efficiency, which is the major driver behind 
improving sustainability across all metrics,” 
Rommereim said. 

This may come in terms of nutrition, 
genetics, health management, crop management 
and overall technology adoption. The ongoing trend 
is clearly seen in the Arkansas study. Feed 
conversion (pounds of feed needed for pound of 
pork gained) started at 4.5 in 1960 and ended at 2.8 
in 2015 – a 38% improvement even while market 
hog weights went from 200 pounds to 281 pounds. 

“Celebrating Earth Month in April provides an 
opportunity to not only recognize the environmental 
sustainability advancements of pig farming in the 
last five decades, but also to explore new ways to 
build on this progress going forward,” Rommereim 
said. “We look forward to the challenge of improving 
our current metrics of sustainability because it’s 
right for consumers, farmers, animals and the 
planet.” 
Watch a video recapping pig farmers’ environmental 
sustainability efforts. 
See the full University of Arkansas study. Learn 
about the environmental sustainability ethical 
principles pig farmers follow. 
     www.pork.org, 05.07.19 

Wet Spring Weather Swamps Crop Planting 
Efforts 
          The Midwest has endured one of the wettest 
and coldest springs on record. East of the 
Mississippi River, central and southern sections of 
Indiana and Illinois received 50% more rain than 
normal in April. Weather in May continued the 
trend. Typically, most weeks have seen 5-6 days of 
measurable precipitation with 1-3 days in excess of 
a half an inch of rain. As of June 2, topsoil moisture 
conditions were rated surplus in 60% of Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio. West of the Mississippi River, 
moisture conditions in Iowa and Missouri in April ran 
closer to normal than in states to the East, but cold 
(and sometimes snowy) weather was an issue, 
slowing the normal warm up in soil temperatures. In 
May, the rainy pattern that limited fieldwork in the 
Eastern Cornbelt spread to the Western 
Cornbelt. Surplus topsoil moisture ratings covered 
40-50% of the cropland in Iowa, Minnesota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. 
            Cold, wet soils have been a major 
impediment to completing the crop planting 
process. The Prospective plantings survey of 
farmers done by USDA National Agricultural 
Statistical Service (NASS) around March estimated 
that corn plantings this spring should come in about 
92.8 million acres, up from 89.1 million acres last 
year. Corn plantings were expected to increase 1-
3% in most states in the Midwest. In South Dakota, 
a 13% increase was expected. At this point, it is 
doubtful that any states in the Cornbelt will be able 
to increase corn cultivation from last year. LMIC is 
expecting total corn plantings this spring will be 87.4 
million acres, the lowest area since 2009. 
            As of June 2, USDA-NASS estimated that 
only 67% of the crop had been planted. This would 
be a decline of close to 20 million acres from the 
same week a year ago, so the ability to reach 87.4 
million acre mark infers dramatic acceleration in 
planting progress (nationwide) should suitable 
fieldwork days be available. The weather forecast 
for the next week indicates that the precipitation will 
likely be an issue again in the Corn Belt. The 
acreage picture is one that is unfolding day by day 
with each day lost in the field. 
The lateness in planting also has negative 
implications for crop yield potential, since the crop 
will have less time to develop before 
harvest. Therefore the average yield per acre for 
the coming harvest is expected to fall to 162.5 
bushels. Total corn harvest comes this fall is 
pegged at 13.0 billion bushels, down from 14.4 
billion bushels harvested last year. Corn prices will 
have to go up to ration the smaller supply and LMIC 
is calling for a crop year average price of $4.50 at 
the farm for the 2019-2020 corn crop. 
            Soybean plantings this spring are also 
affected by recent weather. Since soybeans have a 
shorter growing season than corn, they are usually 
planted following corn. Soybean planting activities 
are also lagging behind normal, with 39% of the 
crop planted as of June 2, compared to the average 
for the last five years of 79%. In March, USDA-
NASS estimated that farmers expected to reduce 
soybean plantings to 84.6 million acres, down from 
89.2 million acres in 2018. Soybean planting efforts 
will be extended in late June this year, to get as 
much planted as possible and some of the acres 
that could not be planted to corn will be seeded with 
soybeans. The net result should be about 85.0 
million acres planted to soybeans, with some states 
such as Nebraska, Kansas and some parts of the 
Southeast Planting more soybeans than a year ago. 
    Livestock Marketing Information Center, www.lmic.info, 
06.07.19 

https://library.pork.org/l/30b9b4cb6b9b7e41/
https://library.pork.org/l/30b9b4cb6b9b7e41/
https://library.pork.org/l/30b9b4cb6b9b7e41/
https://library.pork.org/l/7e1e6a7504210ff0/
https://youtu.be/8UdpoiCtnTs
https://youtu.be/8UdpoiCtnTs
https://youtu.be/8UdpoiCtnTs
http://agebb.missouri.edu/commag/cafo/retrospecitvepork.pdf
https://www.pork.org/about/ethical-principles/
https://www.pork.org/about/ethical-principles/
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Swine Diseases of Concern at 
Fairs and Exhibitions 
Introduction 
 Several contagious diseases can spread 
wherever swine gather. These include swine 
influenza, atrophic rhinitis, porcine epidemic diarrhea 
and many more. Animals transported to shows, 
breeding farms, or other settings where animals 
from various farms have contact with each other are 
at increased risk of illness. A Certificate of 
Veterinary Inspection (CVI) is required for swine 
traveling interstate for shows 
and exhibitions. A CVI indicates 
the animal has been examined 
and appears healthy, which 
helps reduce spread of highly 
contagious diseases.  
 

Animal Identification 
Requirements 
 To assist with tracking 
animals in the event of a 
disease outbreak, swine moved 
interstate must be officially 
identified and accompanied by 
a CVI. For swine, official 
identification methods include: 
• Official eartags (see https://www.aphis.usda.gov/

traceability/downloads/ADT_eartags_criteria.pdf)  
• USDA backtags only when used on swine 

moving in slaughter channels. 
• Official swine tattoos (issued and authorized by 

State or Federal Animal Health Officials) on 
swine moving in slaughter channels. 

• Ear notching, if it has been recorded in the book 
of record of a purebred registry association. 

• Tattoos on the ear or inner flank of any swine, if 
the tattoos have been recorded in the book of 
record of a swine registry association. 

• For slaughter swine and feeder swine, an eartag 
or tattoo bearing the Premises Identification 
Number (PIN) assigned by the State Animal 
Health Official to the premises on which the 
swine originated. 

 

Biosecurity Measures for Fair Managers 
• Do not let animals with questionable health enter 

a fair or exhibition. 
• Whenever possible, use metal vs. wood for 

animal stalls to enable better 
disinfection. 

• Discourage exhibitors from 
going in and out of others’ 
pens, sharing clippers or 
other equipment, or 
contacting others’ animals. 

• Encourage appropriate pre-
event vaccinations for 
diseases of concern; consult 
with a veterinarian for 
guidance regarding 
vaccinations. 

• Provide/encourage use of 
handwashing stations and 
hand sanitizers by exhibitors 
and the public. 

• Monitor animal health throughout the event. 
• Contact a veterinarian if animal health concerns 

arise. 
• Establish an isolation area for animal disease 

suspect cases. 
• Thoroughly clean and disinfect all surfaces 

before and after an event. 
• Do not house young weaned animals with adult 

animals. 
• Show exhibitors how to fill water buckets with 

communal hoses without contaminating buckets. 

• Provide solid-sided pen partitions unless 
ventilation will be compromised. 

• Discourage nose-to-nose contact between 
animals from different farms. 

• Keep at least 10’ between market and breeding 
animals. 

• Have exhibitors provide their own feed and water 
buckets for each pen. 

• Ensure effective amount and direction of 
ventilation. 

• Discourage the public from touching exhibited 
animals. 

• Do not allow eating, 
drinking, smoking, strollers, or 
pacifiers in barns. 
• Control wild birds, flies, and 
rodents as much as possible. 
• Maintain exhibitor records to 
be able to communicate post-
event outbreaks to exhibitors. 
• Clean and disinfect 
communal wash racks between 
animals. 
• Do not allow contact 
between exhibited swine and 
poultry, nor allow exhibitors to 

exhibit both poultry and swine. 
• If sprinkler systems are used to keep swine cool, 

use systems that deliver large drops of water for 
a brief period, then shut off and allow the water 
to evaporate so swine can dissipate body heat. 
Avoid misting systems that increase humidity 
and make the environment wet, which can 
promote disease transmission. 

 

Additional Recommendations to Reduce 
Swine Influenza Risks 
• Limit the time pigs are congregated, co-mingled, 

and held at an exhibition. Exhibited swine should 
not be kept on exhibition grounds longer than 72 
hours. 

• Consider only having terminal (market) swine 
classes and no breeding classes. 

• Discourage “holdover pigs” held on exhibition 
grounds and exhibited in additional shows. 

• Release pigs from exhibition grounds as soon as 
possible following their respective show(s). 

• If offering both terminal (market) and breeding 
swine shows, schedule the terminal show after 

the breeding swine show or 
schedule a break between 
shows. Use this break to clean 
and disinfect the facility. If this 
cannot be done, separate 
market swine from breeding 
swine as stringently as possible. 
• Locate longer-term swine 
exhibits (i.e., big boars, birthing 
center animals, rare breeds, 
display exhibits of pigs) away 
from where competition swine 
are housed. 
• Clean and disinfect gates, 
chutes, sort panels, and any 
equipment used during weighing 
and identification procedures. 

• Establish a relationship with a veterinarian who 
will be present or on call for the duration of the 
exhibition. The veterinarian will be responsible 
for monitoring animals for signs of illness, 
evaluating sick animals, and taking steps as 
warranted to ensure ill swine are removed from 
the exhibition area and isolated or sent home. 

• Establish a protocol to remove sick swine from 
the exhibition area immediately. 

• Become familiar with clinical signs of influenza 
and other pig illnesses (off feed, lethargic, fever, 
nasal discharge, discolored skin, lameness, 

Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW) 16.36.082: Infected or 

exposed animals—Unlawful to 
transfer or expose other 

animals. 
 
It is unlawful for any person with 
an animal having any 
contagious, communicable, or 
infectious disease to knowingly 
stable the animal or allow the 
animal to be stabled in any barn 
with other animals without 
notifying the other owners. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/downloads/ADT_eartags_criteria.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/downloads/ADT_eartags_criteria.pdf
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mouth or nose blisters, diarrhea, cough, sneezing, 
etc.). 

• Seek veterinary assistance if a pig becomes sick 
at an exhibition. 

• Understand the risks to both humans and animals 
of taking a sick pig to a show. Sick pigs and sick 
people need to stay home so they do not risk 
infecting other pigs or people. 

• House poultry and waterfowl exhibits well away 
from swine exhibits and do not allow poultry in 
swine facilities. 

• To reduce the risk of development of a hybrid 
avian or swine influenza virus both highly 
contagious and highly pathogenic to humans, 
discourage exhibitors from exhibiting and/or 
handling both poultry and swine at the same 
exhibition. 

• Recommend exhibitors provide at least seven 
days of “down time” (on-farm quarantine) after 
returning from a previous exhibition before taking 
a pig or its pen mates to another exhibition to 
reduce the risk of spreading influenza or other 
diseases. A 30 day on-farm quarantine of 
returning exhibition animals is preferred. 

 

Effective Cleaning and Disinfection Steps 
 Thorough cleaning and disinfection are 
important steps to reduce the risk of infectious 
diseases. A veterinarian can help select the most 
appropriate disinfectant. Follow these steps for 
effective disinfection: 
• Remove all visible debris (manure, bedding, dirt, 

feed, etc.). 
• Thoroughly clean all surfaces with soap and 

water. 
• Rinse well and let dry. 
• Apply an 

appropriate 
disinfectant at the 
right concentration 
for the required 
contact time. 

• Rinse and let dry 
before using 
equipment or 
restocking premises 
with animals. 

 

What to Do If a Swine 
Disease Outbreak 
Occurs at a Show: 
• Contact local 

veterinarians and/or 
the state 
veterinarian’s office 
at 360-902-1878. 
To protect animal 
health and control 
the outbreak, a decision may be made to isolate 
animals at the fairgrounds. 

• After emptying infected barns, remove manure 
and bedding from stalls and compost on site if 
possible. Clean and disinfect all surfaces 
thoroughly using a disinfectant recommended by 
a veterinarian. 

• Notify all exhibitors who visited the premise in the 
14 days before an outbreak that an outbreak has 
occurred and they should contact their 
veterinarian for guidance. 

 

Conclusion 
The diseases mentioned in this publication (there are 
many more) are highly contagious and can cause 
severe illness and even death; some are even 
contagious to humans. Prevention steps include 
enacting effective biosecurity steps daily, monitoring 
animals closely for signs of illness, possible 
preventative vaccinations, and close contact with 
knowledgeable veterinarians. Show animals are at 
even greater risk of infection due to increased stress 

and pathogen exposure, so fair managers and 
superintendents must keep these and other 
contagious diseases in mind when managing 
exhibitions. 
 

If you have questions about swine health in 
Washington State, contact the state veterinarian’s 
office at 360-902-1878 or ahealth@agr.wa.gov or 
your local veterinarian.  
By Dr. Susan Kerr, WSDA Education and Outreach 
Specialist 

 
Temperature Concerns for Livestock  

The weather report indicates that we should 
could be in for an extremely warm and dry summer.  
Extremely hot temperatures not only impact your 
animal’s comfort and welling-being, but they can also 
greatly impact the animal’s growth and feed intake.  
Proper management of animals during this heat is 
critical to prevent or minimize decreased feed intake 
and weight gain.  It is very difficult to realize weight 
gain in extreme hot weather, and if individuals are 
working their animals, one should expect weight loss.  
So if you are trying to get your animals to gain weight, 
you are going to need to pay extra attention to 
keeping them comfortable and stopping work/practice 
to minimize weight loss.   

Youth, parents, and leaders should pay close 
attention to management practices and the over-all 
well-being of their animals at temperatures above 75 
degrees. However, the Thermal Danger Zone for 
animals and humans are temperatures above 100 
degrees. Remember, animals kept outside without 
adequate shade are going to be in the Danger Zone 
when the thermometer on the porch reads 80-85 
degrees.—Make sure your animals have adequate 
shade and provide cooling and ventilations systems 

when necessary to help 
keep the animals 
comfortable. Fans, air 
inlets, and water 
misting or drip systems 
can be used to help 
cool animals and their 
surroundings. Make 
sure that pigs 
(especially white pigs) 
can either cover with 
mud or get in the shade 
to prevent sunburn.   
Try to minimize 
working/handling/
feeding animals during 
the heat. Feed early in 
the mornings and at 
night after it has started 
to cool. And most 
importantly, make sure 

animals have access to an adequate supply of clean, 
cool water continuously. Pay extra attention to the 
temperature of water from hoses and where nipple 
valves are placed (if in the sun, both water and 
equipment will be too hot to encourage water intake 
by animals). 

In addition, transportation of animals in this 
heat is very difficult on them; not only because of the 
heat, but often trailers are hotter than the outside 
temperature and limited airflow in trailers. If it is not 
necessary to transport your animal, it is best not to 
transport them during these hot temperatures. Don’t 
stop when hauling in these temperatures, unload 
animals immediately upon arrival. Remember your 
animals cannot go and cool down in air conditions 
(vehicle or house), once an animal gets excited it can 
take 20-30 minutes for the heart rate to return to 
normal. Use great care and caution when handling 
livestock in these extreme temperatures.  
      by Sarah M. Smith, WSU Extension Regional Animal 
Science Specialist 

CRITICAL ADVICE FOR EXHIBITORS 
• Only take healthy animals to shows or fairs.  
• Quarantine new or returning animals from home 

herd for 30 days; take temperature twice daily 
and monitor for signs of illness. 

• Perform home herd chores first. Use separate 
equipment, footwear, and clothing for 
quarantined animals. Wash hands after handling 
each animal. 

• Isolate sick animals and contact a veterinarian 
about them. 

• Clean and disinfect equipment. 
• Vaccinate for relevant diseases. 
• Minimize stress for animals at home or away. 
• Provide excellent nutrition at all times. 
• Emphasize sanitation and keep premises clean. 
• For swine, consider only participating in terminal 

market livestock shows. 

mailto:ahealth@agr.wa.gov

