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Changes In CAHE Recruitment
and Academic Programs

DATES TO REMEMBER
August
16

“Recruitment is a very important issue

2

for WSU and the College of Agriculture
and Home Economics,” according to
Vicki McCracken, associate dean and
director of academic programs. “One of
the key factors will be our ability to
successfully communicate to potential
students the various career opportunities of CAHE programs, particularly
making students aware of the various
science opportunities.”
Several changes have occurred for
Academic Programs. Broderick Gant, the
former development coordinator and
graduate student recruiter for CAHE, is
now assisting the associate dean with
duties which not only include student
recruitment and retention, but also the
development of external funding opportunities for Academic Programs. One of
his goals will be to develop partnerships
with communities and other colleges
that will increase undergraduate and
graduate minority participation.
“We need to do some things differently,” Gant explains. “For example, I’ll
be working on an evaluation process to
gauge the impact of recruiting efforts
and a process to monitor such efforts.”
Although Christa Vibbert left Pullman
for the west side of the state, she will
still maintain her association with CAHE
and WSU. She will work for Cooperative
Extension with duties in 4-H and will
work for WSU in University-wide recruitment efforts.
Both McCracken and Gant believe
that giving potential students opportunities to learn and experience various
aspects of CAHE career opportunities
will increase student awareness that
CAHE is not all farming, cooking, and
sewing.
McCracken believes that we can
increase students’ interest during campus visits. She said, “We need to take
advantage of situations where younger
students are on campus for various

C

O N N E C T I O N S

— FALL 2000

activities and facilitate events which will
bring younger students to campus.”
For this reason, both see the role of
the CAHE ambassadors as vitally important and increasing funding for these
enthusiastic supporters of the college
will be a priority for Gant.
The CAHE Alumni Board will also
have a significant role in recruitment.
The board’s mission and focus is to
encourage excellence within the college
and foster communications between
students, faculty, alumni, and friends.
Using this mission as a guide, the board
has decided to focus its efforts in two
primary areas:
• Recruitment of students to WSU and
CAHE
• Building and maintaining relationships with the alumni and friends of
CAHE
“The alumni are out there in jobs,
some of them with traditional CAHE
careers while others are in non-traditional careers,” said McCracken. “They
can sell programs by communicating
their experiences. They also need to be
educated about other opportunities
besides their specific area because they
come into contact with potential students and can represent the college at
recruitment events.”
According to Gant, CAHE’s strength is
its excellent faculty. The students seem
to appreciate teachers who challenge
them to stretch farther and aim higher.
The students also rate high adviser
contact with college faculty and staff. A
role of faculty and staff throughout the
state is to help represent CAHE and
WSU.
As Associate Dean, McCracken looks
at the future challenges saying, “Who
are we and who do we want to become?
Answering these questions will require
the ability to look critically at degree
options and allocate resources appropriately.”
By Winifred Tate
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Potato Twilight Tour 4:00 p.m., WSU
Mt. Vernon
Cucumber Twilight Tour 6:30 p.m.,
WSU Mt. Vernon

September
2
Football, vs Stanford at Pullman
16

Football, vs Utah at Salt Lake City

21

Field Day 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.,
WSU Vancouver

21

Open House 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.,
WSU Vancouver

23

Football, vs Idaho (Land Grant Day
& Homecoming) at Pullman

30

Football, vs California at Berkeley

October
7

Football, vs Boise State at Pullman

14

Football, vs Arizona at Tucson

21

Football, vs Arizona State at Pullman
(Dad’s Day)

28

Football, vs Oregon State at Corvallis

28

Puyallup Alumni Gathering

29

CAHE Phon-a-thon

30

CAHE Phon-a-thon

November
1
CAHE Phon-a-thon
2

CAHE Phon-a-thon

4

Football, vs Oregon at Pullman

11

Football, vs USC at Los Angeles

18

Football, vs Washington (Apple Cup)
at Pullman

30

Columbia Plateau Wind Erosion/Air
Quality, Spokane, Washington

December
1
Columbia Plateau Wind Erosion/Air
Quality, Spokane, Washington

Look for the CAHE
Alumni and Development
Web Site at:
www.cahealumni.wsu.edu
On the cover: Award-winning costume
design by Amanda Anderson, a student who
earned a Mollie Pepper Outstanding Designer
Award. Two of her designs were also
accepted in the 2000 International Textile
and Apparel Association Juried Exhibition.
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New Development Coordinator

Please Welcome Winifred Tate

Around the College
Winifred Tate became the new development coordinator for the College of
Agriculture and Home Economics
April 1. She succeeded Broderick Gant,
who assumed new duties as assistant to
the director of academic programs.
Tate will be responsible for annual
giving, including the Call-a-Coug
telemarketing program and direct mail
fund-raising. She will work closely with
the College alumni board and also coordinate production of Connections.
Before moving to Hulbert Hall, she
did development work and wrote grants
for the associate vice president for
administration/diversity. Prior to moving
to Pullman in 1998, she was senior
teller-trainer at the Michigan State University Federal Credit Union in East
Lansing, Michigan, the world’s largest
university-based credit union.
The Detroit native holds a bachelor’s
of science degree in retailing, clothing,
and textiles from Michigan State University and an MBA from the Richard Devos
Graduate School of Management at
Northwood University in Midland,
Michigan.
When Tate talks about the benefits of
private giving, she speaks from experience. An Alumni Distinguished Scholarship made her undergraduate education

at MSU possible. Only 25 freshmen out
of an incoming class of about 4,000
receive the competitive scholarships.
“There was no way my parents could
have afforded to send me to college with
several kids still at home,” Tate said.
The four children in her family suddenly expanded to 10 when her aunt
died and her parents took in her aunt’s
children. Eventually most of the children
went on to college and earned either
associate’s or bachelor’s degrees.
“I have a deep understanding of
giving to higher education. I don’t think
my life would be the same if I hadn’t
received the scholarships I received,”
she reflects. “I’ve always given back to
Michigan State and now to Washington
State.”
In her new job, she hopes to
strengthen the college’s links to its
alumni and increase alumni involvement
in the college, particularly in the area of
student recruitment. Encouragement of
private giving will top her agenda.
Alumni support made all the difference in the world to her. “What better
thing can you say you did than you have
changed someone’s life?”
Winifred Tate can be reached at
wtate@wsu.edu.

Winefest 2000
November 3 (not Dad’s Weekend)
Location: TBA
Sessions: 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. and
8:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Tickets: $20 each session
Contact Brendan Mendoza
brendanmendoza@hotmail.com
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Connections is published two times a year by
the College of Agriculture and Home Economics
Alumni and Development Office. Readers are
encouraged to share their ideas for articles and
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College of Agriculture and Home Economics
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AGRICULTURAL
ECONOMICS

4

Faculty approved a departmental name
change to the Department of Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics. A new
option under the agricultural economics major,
resource and environmental economics, is
approved for fall 2000.
The agribusiness major was also revised
for fall semester. Faculty approved a
joint Ph.D. program between the department of agricultural economics and the
department of economics and finance.
The department is beginning a
fundraising campaign for distinguished
professorships, endowed chairs, graduate fellowships, and undergraduate
scholarships.
Students Dana Erickson and Fabrizio
Felloni received the WSU President’s
Award. The award recognizes excellence
in student leadership and service to
WSU and the community. Graduate
student Paula Gutman received a summer research assistantship through the
Graduate Research Assistantship Program.
Paul W. Barkley, professor, was
named Outstanding Graduate of the
College of Agriculture at Kansas State
University. He is invited to give the commencement address at the graduation
ceremony in December. Gary Smith,
extension economist, began a two-year
term as president and executive director
for the Pacific Northwest Regional Economic Council. Ray Huffaker, associate
professor, was a guest editor in a special
issue of the International Journal of Water
Resources Development in June 2000. Ken
Casavant, professor, was co-editor of
the book Agriculture Economics and Management published by Prentice-Hall.
Alumnus Sam Cordes received the
first annual Outstanding Graduate
Alumni Achievement Award from the
graduate school.
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ANIMAL SCIENCES
Cory T. Crouthamel, Dessa Marie Dal
Porto, and Sarah E. Norberg received
the WSU President’s
Award. Graduate student
Jason Evenhuis received
the William R. Wiley
Research Expo Award
this spring from the Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA).
Evenhuis is also the recipient of the
WSU Teaching Assistant Excellence
Award for 1999-2000 in the supporting
category. The award includes a $300
grant from the GPSA.
Professor Joe Hillers is retiring after
35 years in the department. Hillers
created an endowment for undergraduate students in dairy science, which is
close to meeting the goal of $25,000. In
August, scientist Jerry Reeves will be
named the first Max and Thelma Baxter
endowed chair for beef cattle in the
department.
Gladys Christian, the first woman to
graduate from the Department of Animal Husbandry (Animal Sciences) in
1944, was honored as Woman of the
Year at the WSU Women and Leadership
Forum Recognition Luncheon. Gladys
initiated the $50,000 Gladys Christian
Scholarship for a Woman in Animal
Sciences Endowment to aid deserving
female students studying animal sciences. She is also the principal contributor of $17,000 to the Gladys Christian Animal Sciences Equine Teaching
and Extension Endowment.

A P PA R E L ,
MERCHANDISING, AND
INTERIOR DESIGN
AMID is developing an
alumni/industry connection Web site and
companion Career Forum to be held annually
during Land Grant Days and homecoming. Please refer to cover article for more
details on how to join the dialogue.

Apparel, Merchandising, and Interior
Design is pleased to announce that Tina
Collinge will join the interior design
faculty fall 2000. A native of Norway,
Tina has a master’s of interior design
and five years of professional practice in
commercial and residential design. She
will be using her strength in rendering
to develop a new addition to the curriculum, ID 205, Visual Communication.
Tina has previous experience teaching
transfer, immersion and sophomore
studios, materials, and AutoCAD.
Graduate student Inci D. Ilgin
Mustecaplioglu received the William R.
Wiley Research Expo Award this spring
from the Graduate and Professional
Student Association.
Outstanding student achievement
awards were presented during the annual Mom’s Weekend Fashion Show
April 15, 2000.
Hsueh-Ping Meier was named Outstanding Senior in Apparel, Merchandising, and Textiles. Hsueh, a native of
Taiwan, graduated August 2000 and
began graduate study in apparel with a
specialization in computer-aided illustration. As a McNair scholar, she got a
head start summer 2000 on a threedimensional graphic design project.
Hsueh also earned a President’s Leadership Award in recognition of her design
contributions to the 4-H program, Camp
Yazzu for Disabled Persons, and the
Apparel, Merchandising, and Textiles
teaching program.
Anasophia Gonzalez was selected
Outstanding Senior in Interior Design in
recognition for a myriad of leadership
roles. Anasophia served as President of
American Society of Interior Designers,
was a leader in Mortar Board, led many
studio group projects and award-winning design entrees, led in recruitment
activities, and represented students to
the Foundation of Interior Design Education Research Review. The Mexico
native is exploring opportunities to work
internationally in her profession.
Adrien Ng Cheong Tin exemplifies
an Outstanding Junior in Apparel, Merchandising and Textiles. His leadership
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in the student chapter of International
Textiles and Apparel Association led to
an outstanding spring fashion show and
WSU delegation to the annual ITAA
meeting in San Jose. His leadership in
recruitment activities has spread to
other students encouraged to join his
efforts. Adrien, who is a native of
Mauritius Island, was named 1999
Mollie Pepper Outstanding Student Designer and received an Honorable Mention Design Award and the departmental
Else Fuhls Scholarship for 2000. He
completed an internship with Corona
Clothing Company in 1999.
Heidi Thurman was not only selected as Outstanding Junior in Interior
Design but also given the President’s
Leadership Award. Graduating in 2001,
Heidi combines both a marketing and a
business administration minor with the
rigors of her interior design major. She
accepted a General Motors marketing
intern for 2000 and received an internship over summer 1999 as a student
designer. Known for her natural ability
to foster consensus to decision-making,
Heidi was instrumental in fundraising
and recruitment activities of the American Society of Interior Designers student
chapter efforts over the past two years.
She has served as Treasurer, AHESS
representative, and Recruitment Chair.
Prior to leadership in her major, Heidi
served as 1997-98 Captain of a champion Tacoma Community College
woman’s Soccer Team and was 1997-98
TCC Women’s Soccer Team Most Inspirational Player.
Amanda Anderson was named Outstanding Freshman in Apparel, Merchandising, and Textiles. Katherine
Merrill was recognized as Outstanding
Freshmen in Interior Design.
Karalyn Kelley, master’s student in
interior design and Inci Mustecaplioglu,
inter-disciplinary doctoral candidate
with emphasis in Interior Design were
presented with AMID Merit Scholarships.
Within the Apparel, Merchandising,

THE

COLLEGE

and Textiles program, Mollie Pepper
Outstanding Achievement Awards are
given annually to students demonstrating excellence in projects accomplished.
The 2000 Service Award went to Sarah
Peterson, a graduating senior within the
merchandising option, in recognition for
two years of service in orchestrating the
Annual Mom’s Weekend Fashion show.
Awards recognizing lines presented in
the 2000 Fashion Show, Outstanding
Student Designers went to Takashi
Saito, a graduating senior, and Amanda
Anderson, a sophomore. Both students
are in the product development option of
apparel, merchandising, and textiles.
Hsueh-Ping Meier was named the
first winner of the Machine Embroiders’
of Oregon and Washington Designer
Award. Honorable Mention Designer
Awards went to Adrien Ng Cheong Tin
and Andrea Wood. A new nonmajor
award, ITAA Faculty Selected Student
Designer Award was given to DeAnna
Brooks. (Note: see these award-winning
collections at http://amid.wsu.edu/
fashion/index.htm)

BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS
ENGINEERING
Seth Paul, graduate student, was
awarded the first place research award
in the poster competition at the 1999
Bioengineering Summer conference for
his work in the mathematical models of
swimming fish. Possible applications of
the research include biorobotics and fish
passage design in dams. Graduate students Jatuphong Varith and M. Marcela
Gongora-Nieto received the William R.
Wiley Research Expo Awards this spring
from the Graduate and Professional
Student Association. Gary Hyde, professor, also served as one of the judges for
the Expo, which granted awards for
student research. The Agriculture Technology and Management Club won the
Battle of the AGHEs softball tournament
in April sponsored by the Agriculture
and Home Economics Student Senate.
The Agricultural Education Club helped

with State FFA Convention in May. About
3,400 people attended the convention at
WSU.
Denny Davis is the new chair for the
department. He has been a faculty
member for 24 years in engineering
design education. He is replacing Ralph
Cavalieri, the new director of the Agricultural Research Center in the college.
Davis is the interim director for the
Center for Precision Agricultural Systems, a center he helped create and
develop. A new director will replace him
in July. Marvin Pitts, professor, is the
adviser of the Institute of Biological
Engineering, a new club in the department. Michael K. Swan, professor, received the American Distance Education
Consortium National Excellence in Distance Education Award 2000. He was
honored for developing the Tri-State
Agricultural Distance Delivery Alliance,
an educational consortium between
Oregon State University, University of
Idaho, and WSU. Swan is also active in
the development of a master of science
in agriculture program. He is also president of the National Association of Agricultural Educators. Juming Tang, associate professor, is leading a consortia
project to develop advanced thermal
processing technologies to process high
quality, shelf-stable foods using microwave and radio frequency energy. This
consortium includes scientists from
WSU, other universities, and industry
partners. In May, WSU hosted the first
consortium workshop on microwave
sterilization technology for packaged
foods. Keith Saxton, USDA-ARS scientist, was elected fellow of the American
Society of Agricultural Engineers. Shulin
Chen, associate professor, helped host
the Aquaculture Techniques and Opportunities workshop in July 1999. Jim
Durfey helped put on the Western Precision Agriculture conference in Pasco in
late winter. Professor Bill Symons received an Outstanding Display Award for
agricultural safety at the Washington
State Fair. He also released a Spanish
CD on agricultural safety. Claudio
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Stockle, professor, is the interim director
of the Water Research Center, which is
involved in water resources, water habitat, and salmon restoration projects.
Cheryl Williams Cosner, a 1985
WSU graduate with a bachelor’s degree
in general agriculture and minors in
agricultural economics and animal science, received the Women of Distinction
Award in Women’s History Month at the
fifth annual WSU Women and Leadership Forum Recognition Luncheon.

CROP AND SOIL SCIENCES
Graduate student Jaya Smith received
the William R. Wiley Research Expo
Award this spring from the Graduate and
Professional Student Association.
Bruce Frazier, associate scientist,
has been elected to
serve as the East Regional Board Member of
the Washington Society
of Professional Soil
Scientists. Marco Bittelli received the
2000 Excellence in Manuscript Review
from the Soil Science Society of America
Journal. Shiou Kuo, scientist at WSU
Puyallup, received the award in 1999.
In 1999, the department received
over $4.7 million in new research
awards and grants.

ENTOMOLOGY

6

Mark Hitchcox completed his M.S.
degree this spring and is employed by
the Washington State Department of
Agriculture as a survey entomologist.
Michael Reding completed his Ph.D. and is a
Cooperative Extension
Specialist with Utah State
University. Dario
Fernandez completed his M.S. degree
and is employed by INTA, a government
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research organization in Argentina.
Gregory Hannig completed his M.S.
degree in entomology and is employed
as a research assistant at WSUWenatchee. Elizabeth Boyd, outstanding
department undergraduate, will be enrolled as a graduate student researching
the biological control of purple loosestrife with Gary L. Piper.
Keith S. Pike, scientist, received the
1999 Recognition Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Agriculture from The
Entomological Society of America. The
award presented in December at the
society’s national meeting in Atlanta,
Georgia, recognized Pike’s research on
aphids, aphid-parasitoids, and biological
control, particularly the work on biological control of Russian wheat aphid. The
award includes an eight-day, all expenses paid trip to Europe in July to visit
agricultural research facilities and commercial farming operations. Carol A.
Sheppard, assistant professor, received
the WSU Marian E. Smith Foundation
1998-99 Faculty Achievement Award for
Significant and Meritorious Achievement
in Teaching. Smith was present for
Sheppard’s presentation and presented
her with a $5,000 award. Vincent R.
Hebert will join the Food and Environmental Quality Laboratory located at
WSU-Tri Cities as the IR-4 Analytical
Chemist in July. Vincent P. Jones and his
wife Wendy have accepted positions at
the Wenatchee Tree Fruit Research and
Extension Center beginning later this
summer. Jay F. Brunner, WSUWenatchee director, and Carrol Calkins,
adjunct scientist, accepted the Federal
Laboratory Consortium Award for Excellence in Technology Transfer in May for
several entomology faculty members
located at WSU-Wenatchee and adjunct
faculty members located at the USDAWapato.

FOOD SCIENCE AND
HUMAN NUTRITION
Students Kelly J. Devine and Amanda
Perkins received the WSU President’s
Award. Devine was also the emcee at
the College of Agriculture and Home
Economics Awards Banquet in April. Graduate
student Kristin
Ritzenthaler received
the William R. Wiley
Research Expo Award this spring from
the Graduate and Professional Student
Association. Anthony Blake, graduate
student, was awarded a National Security Education Program International
Fellowship from the US Department of
National Security. He will spend nine
months in Thailand working in food
safety in the dairy industry.
Shelley McGuire, assistant professor,
received the Future Leaders Award from
the International Life Sciences Institute.
She will receive $30,000 over a two-year
period for research on regulation of milk
fat by diet in lactating women. Lloyd
Luedecke, professor, was inducted into
the Washington Milk and Food Sanitarians Association (WMFSA) Hall of Fame,
received the Educator Award, and received a Certificate of Merit from
WMFSA and the International Association of Milk, Food, and Environmental
Sanitarians. Luedecke, Stephanie Clark,
assistant professor, and John
Baranowski, alumnus with TreeTop,
Inc., judged youth in March at the Mid
Columbia Regional Science and Engineering Fair in Kennewick. Luedecke,
Clark, and members of the Food Science
Club traveled to the 2000 NW Food
Processors Association Convention and
Exposition in Portland, Oregon. Alan
McCurdy, department chair, and Barbara Rasco, assistant professor, judged
youth at the Lincoln Middle School Science Fair in April. Darcel Swanson was
honored by the Golden Key National
Honor Society as the Academic Adviser
of the Year for Freshman and Sophomore Advising and was initiated as an
honorary member.

AROUND
The department will hire a new food
microbiologist, a nutrition faculty member to replace retiring director of the
Coordinated Undergraduate Option in
General Dietetics, Dorothy Pond-Smith,
and a new creamery manager to replace
retiring manager Marc Bates.
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INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY

H O R T I C U LT U R E A N D
LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
Graduate student Matthew D. Whiting
received the William R. Wiley Research
Expo Award this spring
from the Graduate and
Professional Student
Association. The Horticulture Club had the
plant sales on Valentine’s Day, Mom’s
Weekend, Graduation, and End of the
Year last semester. They invited guest
speaker James Duffy to speak about
bonsai trees. The club hosted the last
tree planting ceremony with retiring
WSU President Sam Smith near the
president’s house. The club also sponsored the Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture Graduation Luncheon.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Students Stephenie Burbach and Laurie
K. Swift received the WSU President’s
Award. Graduate student Sara A. Wolf
received the William R. Wiley Research
Expo Award this spring
from the Graduate and
Professional Student
Association. Carisa
White received the Student of the Year Award
from the Washington Association of
Family and Consumer Sciences
Preprofessional/Graduate Student Section. Amy Malkus, assistant professor,
and Jana Pursley, graduate teaching
assistant, will present their research
papers at the North American Association for Environmental Education conference in October.
Gary Peterson, from Arizona State
University in Tempe, will serve as the

$2.3 Million Will Boost WSU Plant Oils Research
Plastics from plants is the promise of
green chemistry research being conducted in Washington State
University’s Institute of Biological
Chemistry (IBC), aided by an innovative new research alliance that could
lead to scientific breakthroughs. If
successful, the research would create
new markets for regional crops and
provide a boost for the agricultural
economy.
The Dow Chemical Company and
Dow AgroSciences LLC have committed more than $10 million to fund
research at WSU, Michigan State
University, Miami University, and the
Department of Energy’s Brookhaven
National Laboratory. The partnership
represents the second largest public/
private consortium ever created for
agricultural biotechnology research.
WSU will receive approximately
$2.3 million over a five-year period to
fund its portion of the research. Funds
will support five postdoctoral scientists in the IBC for research aimed at
the creation of new industrial products
from agricultural plants, and to improve the nutritional content for certain plant oils.
Scientists will pool their expertise
to improve specific oils and fatty acid

traits of soybeans, canola, sunflower,
and other crops. The new technology
that will be created may also lead to
cheaper or better performing oils for
human consumption, such as cooking
oils, margarine, and other food products.
“I am very excited to be helping to
launch this new initiative in oilseed
engineering,” said John Browse, who
will direct the work in the IBC. “The
generous resources provided by the
Dow Chemical Company and Dow
AgroSciences will complement and
extend our current research on the
synthesis of vegetable oils in plants
and take this research to a new level
of understanding and practicality.”
“I look forward to the day when we
can provide, on the one hand
healthier food oils and on the other
hand alternative, environmentally
friendly ways to produce plastics,
resins, and other chemical products
that enhance people’s lives.” WSU
researchers have a well-established
track record in biotechnology research, said Norman Lewis, IBC director. “We are pleased that WSU has
been recognized as having the capabilities to be a major player in this
groundbreaking research.”
—Dennis Brown

C

O N N E C T I O N S

— FALL 2000

7

AROUND

8

new department chair beginning in July.
He replaces interim chair Joye Dillman.
Christopher Blodgett, senior research
associate for the Washington Institute
for Mental Illness Research Training,
received the 2000 Faculty Excellence
Award from WSU-Spokane. Blodgett was
also awarded a $2.8 million grant from
the U.S. Department of Justice to fund a
community plan to reduce violence
exposure to children. Kathleen Rodgers
will serve as an evaluator on the project.
Jan Hiller, extension agent, will serve as
president of the Washington State 4-H
Association and the president-elect of
Epsilon Sigma Phi. Mary Deen, WSU-Tri
Cities, is a member of the National Cooperative Extension Child Care and
Youth Initiative Management Team and
co-chair of the Out-Of-School Time for
Teens sub-committee. Brenda Boyd,
associate professor, and Mary
Wandschneider, instructor, are in Japan
for the WSU-Gifu Prefecture partnership
with student interns Sali Stratton, Anna
Longoria, Peggy Ellis, and Analisa
Cabe. Debbie Handy, assistant professor, received the first WSU Co-Teach
Faculty Collaboration Award for the
department of teaching and learning.
Ron Jimmerson, professor, received the
departmental Outstanding Graduate
Faculty of the Year.
After 70 years of operation, the Human Development Child Center in White
Hall closed in April. At an open house
Sherrill Richarz, a former faculty member, and Marge Muir, a former
preschooler, were recognized. The program will continue in a temporary location in Nez Perce Apartments. White
Hall will be converted into the Honors
College and residence hall.
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Institute of Biological
Chemistry
Aldwin Anterola, research assistant,
received the American Chemical Society
Cellulose Division Graduate Student
Award for his research
on the chemical regulation of how plants make
woody tissue. Potential
applications of his research may influence the paper and
lumber industry.
John Browse, professor, helped form
a research alliance with the Dow Chemical Company and Dow AgroSciences
LLC, which committed more than $10
million to fund research at WSU, Michigan State University, Miami University,
and the Department of Energy’s
Brookhaven National Laboratory. The
partnership represents the second largest public/private consortium ever created for agricultural biotechnology research. This could lead to scientific
breakthroughs that will allow oil from
crops to replace some petroleum fuels,
lubricants, and petroleum-based chemicals in the production of many plastics.
John C. Rogers, scientist, received a
three-year grant of $204,954 from the
International Human Frontier Science
Program to study the molecular pathways to protein storage vacuoles in
plant cells. The grant is in collaboration
with scientists at the University of
Heidelberg in Germany and the University of Kyoto in Japan. James
Carrington, professor, served on the
National Research Council (NRC) Committee on Genetically Modified PestProtected Plants: Science and Regulation. The NRC serves within the National
Academies of Sciences to advise the
federal government on issues of national
importance. The committee convened to
evaluate the status of current and proposed regulation of genetically modified
pest-protected plants by federal agencies, such as the Environmental Protection Agency. Rodney Croteau, professor,
Norman Lewis, department chair,
Browse, and Michael Kahn, professor,

are co-authors of chapters in a new
book to be published this summer by the
American Society of Plant Physiology.

Natural Resource
Sciences
Edward A. Martinez and Ryan T. Smith
received the WSU President’s Award.
The Forestry Club conducted experimental thinning at Steffen Center. The club
members have plans to
establish an arboretum
environment for teaching. They also have plans
to harvest logs for an
outdoor amphitheater and Native American sweatlodge to be installed next year
as a cultural resource for students.
The state forestry extension team
received an award for a forest stewardship program and outstanding education
program in forest management from the
National Woodland Owners Association.
Linda Hardesty, associate professor, and
Katherine Baril, Jefferson County Extension Chair, are among 10 regional scientists appointed to Washington’s Science
Review Panel for the Salmon Enhancement Recovery Board. The department
will soon gain the first permanent faculty at WSU-Vancouver in natural resource science with a focus in watershed
ecology or wetland ecology and management. The department will also have
a new state range management extension specialist based in Pullman with a
focus in range watershed management.
John Bassman, scientist, is conducting
research on enhanced UVB radiation
impacts of climate change on poplars
and forest trees at the Steffen Center.
Matthew Carroll, professor, is conducting research for the U.S. Forest Service
on the social dimensions of wildfires and
how communities and individuals cope.
Scientists Moris Silber and Bruce Davitt
developed the first patent approved in
the department for their research on
tannins. The research has many applications in various departments (see side
bar for more information).

AROUND
Plant Pathology
Jane Choi, graduate student, was named
a Thomas S. Foley Institute Graduate
Fellow for 1999-2000.
The fellowship carries a
$1,000 stipend and the
opportunity to be involved in activities of the
Foley Institute. Choi also received a
$1,500 National Potato Council Auxiliary
scholarship.
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R. James Cook, endowed chair in
wheat research, was appointed as a member of the USDA Advisory Committee on
Agricultural Biotechnology. The committee
will advise Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman on policy related to the creation,
application, marketability, trade, and use
of agricultural biotechnology. Timothy
Paulitz, a new USDA-ARS scientist from
McGill University in Montreal, will begin
research in the Root Disease and Biologi-

cal Control Research Unit. Jack Rogers,
professor, attended a lectureship and
gave the British Mycological Society
Benefactor’s Lecture at the Millennium
Symposium on Tropical Mycology in
Liverpool, England in April. Timothy
Murray, professor, was named editor in
chief for Plant Health Progress by the
American Phytopathological Society.

N AT U R A L R E S O U R C E S C I E N C E S

Tannin Measurement Process becomes First Patent for Department
In their wildlife habitat and nutrition
lab, where classical music plays
above the noise of machines, and
beakers occupy nearly all available
space, scientists Moris Silber and
Bruce Davitt developed a quick,
simple, and economical process to
measure the tannin content of various
substances. This process became the
first approved patent for
the natural resource
sciences department
at Washington State
University.
These developments in tannin
research have many
uses. The quick
digital measurement
of the polyphenol
content in apples can
detect when the apples
will turn brown and help
determine if apples should be
sold as whole fruits or as juice. In the
wine industry, red grapes high in
antioxidants can be monitored in the
field. In herbs, where tannin content
may change the potency, herbal
medicines can be measured for quality control. In later life when high
quality nutrition is especially important, many foods can be measured to
ensure a moderate daily consumption
rate. A high daily concentration may
bind proteins that will be unavailable

for use and flushed out of the body.
Finally, evaluating the tannin content in
forages measures nutritional quality and
protein digestibility.
Originally, the research on tannins
was for application in forages for wild
and domestic animals. The two
scientists realized the marketability
of the process after a visit
from a graduate student working with
the Small Business
Development
Center. Davitt
said the student
helped make
contacts in the
different fields
and helped
gather feedback
for market analysis. “We’re not experts in grapes and
herbs and apples, but it’s
nice to know we can work with
other departments,” Davitt said.
Tannins or polyphenols are a chemical substance found in vegetables, fruits,
and forages. The name tannin comes
from the compound’s original usage for
tanning animal hides. Silber said tannins
produce the “pucker” in red wine,
apples, and brandy. “Tannins have a
unique trait—the ability to bind with
proteins. Proteins are the most important compounds for sustaining life,”

Silber said. The protein-binding ability may produce a negative effect
when polyphenols bind to proteins
making the proteins unavailable to be
used by the body. However, when
separated in the small intestine by
digestive juices, they act as antioxidants. Silber said tannins also exhibit
antiviral, antitumor, antifatigue, anticancer, and antibacterial properties.
Previous methods of measuring
tannin content were difficult, expensive, and required special training.
Now the entire process takes 15 minutes. At a high pH level using a
Coomassie Brilliant Blue (CBB) dye
protein complex, a dye used for 40 to
50 years to stain proteins, the scientists can visibly see the compounds
separate out of solution. “The process
reduces the workload for anyone who
wants to do it lickety-split,” said John
Fellman, a scientist in horticulture,
using the process to measure tannin
content in fruits.
A portable digital device called
Tanalyzer 1000 Kit is in the development phase for tannin content measurement outside the lab. For example, to measure the polyphenol
content of an apple in an orchard, a
small amount of juice is squeezed
onto a paper strip and read by the
machine. “That way it is fast and
convenient when you are out in the
field,” Silber said.
— Libby Parkert
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AROUND
Rural Sociology
Riley Dunlap, professor, was elected
fellow by the American Association for
the Advancement of
Science. He was honored
for development and
research in the specialty
of environmental sociology. Loren Lutzenhiser, professor, was
elected chair of the Environment and
Technology Section of the American
Sociological Association. Don Dillman
was elected American Association of
Public Opinion Research president. He is
also the 2000 Thomas S. Foley Distinguished Professor of government and
public policy. David Youmans, WSUProsser, was the featured speaker discussing foreign trade issues at the Central Washington University Agricultural
Export Certificate Program 2000. Viktor
Gecas, professor, is on sabbatical in the
fall to continue his research on selfconcept and marital interaction. He is
also working on a book titled Socialization: Development of Self and Identities.

I M PAC T

1 0

Desmond O’Rourke retired after 15
years as director of the International
Marketing Program for Agricultural
Commodities and Trade (IMPACT) center. Thomas Wahl is the interim director. O’Rourke helped develop and create
the center, working to increase and
enhance exports of Washington agriculture products. He continues to help
publish the World Apple Report and do
consulting work. Byung-Kee Baik, food
science graduate student, is working on
a wheat protein separator soon to be
released for commercial use. Bill Dean,
professor, WSU-Prosser, is working to
develop vegetable crops such as burdock, Walla Walla onions, and azuki
beans for Asian markets. Other faculty
projects include cherry and pear storage,
alternative construction methods for
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housing using Washington products,
sweet cherry export varieties and the
effects of trade in China related to food
demand, trade barriers, and reforming of
agricultural policies.

Extension
Mercy Neumann, WSU-Prosser graduate student, received the Washington
Association of Wine Grape Growers
Scholarship for working on cover crops
for use in Washington wine grape vineyards.
Michael J. Tate was appointed director of WSU Cooperative Extension, retaining the title of associate dean. M.
Christine Price, WSU Grant County
Cooperative Extension, received the
Women of Achievement Award for youth
development in the Columbia Basin.
Price also received the Very Important
Person Award from the Grant County
Prevention and Recovery Center. The
University of Nottingham, the largest
agricultural university in the United
Kingdom, designated Steven M. Garrett,
WSU Pierce County Cooperative Extension, as a visiting professor. Garrett will
lecture to the social policy and environmental management graduate programs.
Walter J. Gary, WSU Walla Walla
County Cooperative Extension chair,
received the Washington State Historical
Society David Douglas Award. Gary was
honored for contributions to educational
efforts associated with the observance of
the Lewis and Clark expedition. Art
Antonelli, extension entomologist, received the 1999 Interstate Professional
Applicators Association President’s
Award. Bonnie Konishi, WSUWenatchee, received the annual
Women’s Leadership through Science
Award from the Washington State Horticultural Association. Lana Thomas
Cruse, Jeanette Burghart, and Amber
Wolpers, Kittitas County, received a
Regional Communications Award from

the National Association of Extension 4H Agents for a feature story.
Blair Wolfley, WSU-Vancouver Research and Extension Center, was appointed to Southwest District Director of
Cooperative Extension. Carol Miles, a
new faculty member at WSU-Vancouver,
is working in sustainable agriculture,
vegetable culture, and alternative crops
as the area specialist in agricultural
systems. Miles is also leading the bean
cowpea Collaborative Research Support
Program. Kurt Schekel, WSU-Vancouver
extension horticulturist, relocated from
Pullman to assist in the development of
the environmental horticulture program.
Steve Klauer and Lynell Tanigoshi,
WSU-Vancouver, helped the satellite
station in Lynden with raspberry research. Raspberry planting yielded a
record 5.5 tons/acre. Tanigoshi also
spoke at the Third International Vine
Weevil Workshop in Angers, France, and
traveled to Dundee, Scotland, for a research visitation and seminar presentation for the Scottish Crop Research Institute. Charles Johnson, WSU-Vancouver
professor, was awarded Educator of the
Year from the Washington State Nursery
and Landscaping Association. Scott
Cameron, WSU-Vancouver director,
represented WSU and the state of Washington at the World Agriculture Congress.
The Skagit County Cooperative Extension office team has developed a new
visitor center with a reception and reference area. Located just inside the front
door of the office’s storefront location in
downtown Mount Vernon, the office
team has dubbed it the “Cougar Corner.”
It features a public access computer set
to the WSU homepage, reference materials, such as books, periodicals, videos
for checkout, and, at times, Millstone’s
Cougar Blend coffee is available. This
reception reference area is engulfed in
WSU colors and the décor is expected to
envelop visitors in the Cougar spirit.

This Program is a PIP

I

n the central Washington community
of Ephrata, children in the sixth
through twelfth grades are welcome to
go to the middle school on Saturday
nights to play basketball, shoot pool;
watch movies, play board games, or just
visit. The environment is safe and drugfree. The program is called Saturday
Kids Night Out.
For the past two years, community
volunteers called Web Wizards have
provided free computer training to local
children and adults at two locations in
the south central Washington community of Granger. A spring break program
at Granger High provided more than 50
children with an opportunity to play
organized three-on-three basketball.
Some also participated in a ropes challenge course, which gave them an opportunity to improve their teamwork
skills. A block party capped off the break
activities.
After school 4-H programs in the
neighboring communities of Tenino and
Bucoda in southwest Washington are
providing children from kindergarten
through the fifth grade with fun activities that provide learning opportunities
as well. These children also perform
regular community service projects.
What do all these programs and 17
others around the state have in common?
They were all initiated by community
groups interested in providing positive
activities for children and families at
risk. The programs are all the foster
children of the three-year-old Partners
in Promoting Strength program of Washington State University Cooperative
Extension. The program has been
funded by a $500,000 state strengthening grant from the Cooperative State,

Research, Education, and Extension
Service of U.S. Department of Agriculture.
WSU Cooperative Extension’s PIPS
program is part of a national Extension
initiative to expand successful programs for
children, youth and families at risk. Mary Deen
and Louise Parker, who
secured grant funding in
1997, lead the Washington state effort. Deen is a
Family and 4-H Youth
Specialist in the TriCities. Parker is a Family
Economics Specialist at
the WSU Puyallup Research and Extension
Center.
The money is used to
strengthen Extension’s
capacity to reach audiences Extension has not been able to
reach as well as to support local programs, according to Deen.
It all starts with an annual state
training program. Training is limited to
50 people. Invitations are extended to
community partners by county extension offices across the state. Both extension faculty and community partners
participate.

Community partners have included
volunteers, school personnel, newspaper staff, local businesses, and chambers of commerce. “Basically, everybody
who cares about their community,”
Deen said.
Participants learn how to go about
providing educationally sound programs
that will benefit at-risk audiences in
their communities. The key is that the
groups decide what their community
needs. “They’re creating whatever
needs to be created to meet the needs of
their program,” Deen said.
Groups from 20 counties have received training so far. The groups have
returned home and
created a variety of
programs that have had
an impact on 29 communities. One community group decided to
build a bike park. Another built a park with
play equipment for
children.
Adults as well as kids
have benefited. They’ve
leaned valuable life
skills, including how to
resolve conflicts without
resorting to violence.
They’ve also learned
first aid, CPR and
parenting skills.
“It has been really rewarding to see
the communities take ownership,” Deen
said. “We hope to expand the program
in the next couple years.”
—Lori Gamache and Dennis Brown
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Spinning Straw into
For each ton of grain they put in

1 2

the bin, Washington’s wheat growers
leave a ton of straw and chaff on the
ground. That’s between two and five
tons per acre, depending on yield.
While some crop residue is needed to
prevent soil erosion, too much of a good
thing can plug equipment and impede
planting, particularly direct seeding
systems. In addition, straw can harbor
disease pathogens that can infect the
next crop.
Traditionally, farmers have tilled
residue under or burned it. Both remedies have down sides. Tilling makes the
soil vulnerable to wind and water erosion; burning pollutes the air.
The latter practice has become socially unacceptable. In 1999, the Washington Association of Wheat Growers
signed a memorandum of agreement
with the Washington Department of
Ecology agreeing to cut emissions from
field burning by half over the next seven
years.
So what should growers do with
leftover crop residue?
Scientists at three universities are
working on a project that might provide
a long-term answer. If they succeed,
Northwest wheat growers could become
substantial suppliers of raw fiber for the
paper industry.
They also might be able to earn some
extra income and save some trees in the
process. Worldwide paper consumption
is increasing. In response, the U.S. paper industry is using more fast-growing
tree plantations and recycled papers. In
addition, alternative papermaking raw
materials, like straw, are being considered.
Paper is not the only idea for converting trash to cash that Northwest
growers have been tossing around recently. The parade of possibilities has
included using straw bales in home
construction and incorporating straw
fiber into such value-added products as
particleboard, potting soil, and plastic.
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A plant that manufactures
strawboard from grass straw opened in
Plummer, Idaho, this past August, and
particleboard plants using wheat straw
are on the drawing boards for Colfax,
Pullman, and the Tri-Cities.
“I think there is probably a greater
potential market for straw in papermaking just because it utilizes more biomass
than strawboard,” said Bill Pan, professor of soil science at Washington State
University. “A medium-size papermaking
operation may use in the order of 300
tons per day.”
But, one option does not preclude
others. Washington’s wheat industry
could easily supply more than 2 million
tons of residue annually and still leave
more than enough on fields to meet
conservation needs, according to Jeanne
Trombly, founder of Fiber Futures, a
non-profit organization that promotes
use of agricultural residues and other
tree-free fibers in building materials.
Scientists with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Agricultural Research
Service have found that just a thousand
pounds of surface residue per acre reduces soil erosion by 90 percent.
Centuries-old Technique
China and other timber-short countries
have been making paper from straw for
centuries, so it would appear that transferring that technology here would not
be too difficult. Unfortunately, according
to Pan, the Chinese experience does not
translate well.
“Their scale of operation typically is
much smaller,” he explained. “They
have thousands of very small plants. We
build larger plants to take advantage of
economies of scale.
Then there is the product.
“They produce a quality of paper that
probably wouldn’t be acceptable by U.S.
standards.”
And, that’s not taking environmental
issues into account.
“A lot of operations in developing
countries really haven’t dealt with the

environmental impacts,” Pan said.
“They’ve dealt with wastes by dumping
them into rivers and oceans.”
Even that is changing. The People’s
Republic of China closed about 4,000
pulp mills for environmental reasons in
1996-97.
For the past seven years, Pan has
participated in a USDA-funded research
project with the University of Washington examining the papermaking potential of Northwest wheats.
One of the properties the scientists
have been examining is fiber length. It’s
an easy predictor of paper strength,
according to Roberta Jacobs, assistant
professor of paper science at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point. She
began work on the project as a graduate
student at the University of Washington.
While wheat straw alone can be used
to make paper, it is in the Third World
where it probably will be blended with
other fiber to meet consumer demands.
“The final paper could be a mixture
of maybe some virgin wood pulp, probably a large quantity of recycled paper,
some straw pulp, and some inorganic
fillers. These quantities would vary
depending on the actual product,”
Jacobs explained.
Wheat straw pulp can be used in
many products including newspaper,
photocopy paper, linerboard, corrugating medium, cardboard, and tissue, the
researchers say. Newsprint with five
percent wheat fiber has been tested
successfully in California.
In 1997, Fiber Futures worked with a
Canadian paper maker to convince
Jefferson Smurfitt to run 20 percent ag
residue at a high-speed Oregon City,
Oregon, newsprint mill. Trombly said the
results were positive.
The three main botanical components
of wheat straw are the leaf, the nodes
where leaves grow, and the stem part
between the leaves known as the internode. The longest fibers in wheat can be
found on the internode.

For each ton of grain they put in the bin, Washington’s wheat growers leave a ton of straw and chaff on the ground. That’s between two and
five tons per acre, depending on yield. Turning some of that residue into paper might provide strapped wheat growers with some extra income.
That’s one of the goals of a multi-institution research project involving Bill Pan, WSU soil scientist. (Photograph by Bob Hubner)

It’s not clear what plant components
will make it into the pulp mill. “One
option would be to collect the whole
straw after the grain has been harvested,” Jacobs said. “That’s how they
do it in Europe and China. Whole straw
collection would be easier to implement
in the short term.
“Another option would be to selectively collect the internodes from the
field. The leaves and nodes would remain in the field for biomass. This option would result in a superior papermaking raw material.”
The researchers have found that
genetic differences and environmental
factors influence fiber length. There is a
close correlation between plant height
and fiber length: taller wheats produce
longer fibers. Fibers also tend to be
slightly longer in wheat grown under
irrigation. That’s probably a function of
less moisture stress, Pan explained.
Of all the varieties tested, Madsen,
the most widely grown winter wheat in
Washington, produces the longest fibers. Even so, the range of fiber length
of all the wheats tested was only 0.66
mm to 1.04 mm.
Are such small differences significant?
“An increase in average fiber length
of just 0.1 mm could increase the

strength of paper 12 percent,” Jacobs
said.
But, fiber dimensions are not the only
properties of concern to researchers.
Wheat has a higher inorganic content
than wood. “This higher inorganic content makes the processing of straw difficult in pulp mills designed for wood.
That is why we are looking at alternative
pulping technologies like returning the
unused inorganics and lignin to the
soil,” Jacobs said.
Lignin is the polymer that holds the
fibers together in the plant. During
chemical pulping, the lignin is dissolved,
releasing the fibers. Wheat has less
lignin than wood and therefore requires
fewer chemicals for pulping and
bleaching.
That is another objective of the research: to develop a byproduct from the
spent pulping liquor that could be recycled to the soil and provide farmers
with a slow-release nitrogen fertilizer
and organic matter amendment.
Spent liquors from ammonium
sulfite-based straw pulping may be
usable as a soil amendment and fertilizers, thus recycling plant nutrients to the
soil. The complex organic compounds in
wheat straw can produce an organically
bound form of nitrogen when reacted
with ammonia and oxygen at high temperatures and pressures.

Pan is pleased with his lab’s recent
assays of pulping byproducts from the
University of Washington. “It looks
promising. We achieved an important
step in establishing a process for making
a slow-release nitrogen fertilizer.”
Even if answers to all the questions
about the raw material can be overcome,
other issues must be resolved, including
the logistics of collecting the straw in the
field, transporting it to the mill, and
storing it once it gets there.
The biggest obstacle may be getting a
pulp and paper company to make the
move to wheat. “Whomever goes first
may encounter unforeseen problems,”
Jacobs said. “Companies are hesitant to
be the first. They’d like to see someone
else try it first and find out what can go
wrong.”
Trombly offers another view. “It’s
going to take several things. Number one
would be a proprietary technology that
would be a breakthrough for such a
plant. Number two would be a significant increase in wood prices. Number
three would be a strong market commitment from a large paper buyer.”
Whenever the Northwest paper industry is ready, Washington State University, the University of Washington,
and the University of Wisconsin, Stevens
Point, scientists are poised to help.
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Plants May
Help People

Tolerate
Pain
F

1 4

lowers and plants given to the ill may
do more than just brighten their day. A
study of pain perception at Washington
State University has found that plants
may help reduce physical discomfort as
well.
“We found more subjects were willing
to keep a hand submerged in ice water
for five minutes if they were in a room
with plants present than if they were in
a room without plants,” said Virginia
Lohr, chief author of the study. It was
published in the January-March issue of
HortTechnology.
The WSU study expands research
conducted in 1984 by a researcher at
the University of Delaware. He found
that patients recovering from surgery
whose hospital room had a view of trees
used fewer pain-relieving drugs than
patients whose view was a brick wall.
Lohr, a WSU professor of horticulture, conducted the study with Caroline
Pearson-Mims, a research technologist
in the horticulture and landscape architecture department.
Forty-nine percent of the subjects
tested in a room with common green
foliage plants kept their hands in ice
water for five minutes, compared with
34 percent of the subjects who were
tested in the room with colorful objects
instead of plants and 30 percent for
subjects tested in the same room without plants or colorful objects.
These results mirror research findings elsewhere, but the WSU researchers
can’t explain how plants help. “It appears that visual distraction is part of it,
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but it is clearly more than that,” Lohr
said.
“I personally think it’s because we as
humans have evolved with nature and
are part of nature,” Pearson-Mims said.
“I think we have an innate reaction to
plants that we may or may not be
aware of.”
The specific objective of the WSU
study was to determine if healthy adults
who passively view interior plants could
tolerate experimentally induced physical
discomfort longer than adults in settings
without plants.
A windowless office was used for the
experiment. To test the hypothesis,
plants or visually stimulating items,
including an abstract art poster and a
wood and brass weather station, were
added or removed.
Of the 198 adults who took part in
the double blind study, 69 participated
in the plants treatment, 67 in the control treatment and 62 in the visually
stimulating objects treatment.
Each subject was randomly assigned
to one treatment and tested individually.
After entering the room, each filled out
his or her questionnaire to gather background information, determine how he
or she felt about the room and to measure their emotional states. Physiological responses were monitored by re-

cording blood pressure and skin temperature.
Subjects were then asked to place
their non-dominant hands in a warmwater bath to make certain that all subjects’ hands were at a similar temperature before placing them in ice water, a
common method used to study discomfort.
They were told that they could remove their hands at any time with the
length of immersion limited to five minutes for the comfort of the subjects and
to prevent their hands from becoming
numb. They were not told of the fiveminute time limit.
Background information showed no
significant differences among subjects in
the treatment groups that could be useful in explaining the results of the experiment. Measurements of blood pressure and skin temperature also yielded
no useful information.
The room assessment, which was
designed to evaluate a subject’s first
impressions of the experimental space,
and the emotional survey, which measured a subject’s feelings, yielded significant differences.
On some items, subjects rated the
rooms with plants and colorful objects
as roughly equal in terms of visual interest, grading both as more “interesting,
colorful, and ornate” than the control
room. This showed that the colorful
objects that the researchers placed in
the room were visually comparable to
the plants.
On other features, the room with
plants was rated more positively than
either of the other two rooms. The plant
room was rated higher on positive contributions of plants, including “fresh air”
and “calming,” and subjects felt less
fearful when the plants were present.
“Our research confirms previous
studies on the stress-reducing benefits
of viewing plants,” Lohr said, “and
clearly shows that plants contribute
more than just visual distraction. More
importantly, it shows that the presence
of plants can help people tolerate shortterm pain.”
The study was funded by the American Floral Endowment and approved by
the WSU Institutional Review Board.
—Dennis Brown

Barley Research
May Revitalize
Grain Farms in
the Palouse
Diter von Wettstein, world-renowned expert in plant molecular biology.

A

pplied Phytologics, Inc. (API) committed $85,000 to WSU and continues to financially support the research of Diter von Wettstein, the R.A.
Nilan Distinguished Professor in Barley
Genetics and world-renowned expert in
plant molecular biology. The Sacramento biotechnology company cited
advancing significant research, providing lasting benefits, and paving the way
toward new discoveries in the field of
barley research as reasons for the
support.
Professor von Wettstein breeds valueadded barley cultivars by metabolic
engineering and by recombinant DNA
technology. His research is concerned
with the molecular aspects of chlorophyll synthesis and chloroplast
biogenesis.
The funding from API has allowed
graduate and undergraduate students,
as well as postdoctoral fellows, to participate in one of the most exciting possibilities of breeding novel barley cultivars. Finding methods to add value and/
or lower production costs in northwestern agriculture is the focus of such research. Because barley lacks the proper
enzyme, it is unsuitable as chicken feed.
“Expensive grain corn has to be imported into the State of Washington to
feed the 40 million broiler chicks raised

every year in the state,” von Wettstein
says. “The trial showed that a small
addition of grain with this amazing
enzyme added to normal barley allows
the broilers to grow as fast as on a corn
diet. If this can be commercialized to
feed the 40 million broilers, it would
require one third of the present barley
harvest in the state.”
“This is another reason why we are
thankful for the gifts,” the professor in
crop and soil sciences says, “because
they provide us with an opportunity to
collaborate with an industry that can
help to convert our research results into
useful commodities. In the present case,
it provides a prospect of revitalizing the
cash return to the grain farms in the
Palouse.”
“Applied Phytologic’s mission is to
create and produce premium human and
animal health care and nutritional products derived from cereal grains using the
power of biotechnology,” says von
Wettstein. “The generous gifts by the
company have made it possible to develop efficient routine methods of genetic transformation of barley at WSU.”
Students are equally enthusiastic in
carrying out molecular gene tailoring
methods, to produce transgenic plants,
and to cross and select favorable plants
in the greenhouse and field. “They par-

ticipated with fervor in the just completed broiler chicken feed trial with
transgenic malt containing a novel tailored enzyme that is lacking in birds,”
von Wettstein reports. “This enzyme
depolymerizes the cell walls that enclose
the starch and protein in the mature
grain.”
API uses genetically engineered grain
to produce high-volume, low-cost
biopharmaceutical and industrial enzymes creating edible products, incorporating as active ingredients formulated
transgenic cereal seeds. The company
has supported von Wettstein’s research
for years and this philanthropy has
made them Benefactors of Washington
State University.
According to former WSU President
Samuel Smith, “This generous donation
demonstrates a profound understanding
for building upon the solid research
foundation at WSU. It provides students
and faculty with cutting edge technology
and enables the University to stay at the
forefront of research and development.”
As state funding for higher education
and research diminishes, private support
becomes more important, helping the
University to meet the challenges of the
new millennium.
—Winifred Tate
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What is WSU’s
Land Grant
Heritage?

Land Grant Day 2000 • Satu

Washington State University was established in 1890 under the provisions of the
Morrill Act. The purpose of the law was to
develop colleges in each state that would
provide a practical education for the
public with a special concern for those
from a rural background.
The act provided grants of federal land
for the support of land grant institutions.
Washington accepted two grants of land
totaling 190,000 acres to support WSU.
The federal land grant program was originated in 1862 by Justin Morrill, a United
States senator from Vermont. His intent
was to develop colleges in each state that
would provide practical education for the

New Location • Moo

American public. The land grant mission
includes research that can be applied to
everyday problems and statewide service
to all citizens in fields such as agriculture,
home economics, engineering, and mechanical arts.
Land grant institutions, like WSU, are
a major factor behind research, which has

1 6

increased the productivity of American
agriculture and enhanced the lives of the
nation’s citizens. WSU still holds 149,250
acres of the original 190,000 acres used
to fund its establishment as Washington’s
land grant institution. The University’s
land grant income is invested in a building fund, which has supported the construction of many of the major buildings

S

ince its beginning in 1890, Washington State
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year Land Grant Day will be at Mooberry Track on the

cashier will be on staff if you would

north side of Martin Stadium.

tional drinks. Then, at 2:00 p.m., ch

The celebration begins at 11:30 a.m. with the Antique

we take on the University of Idaho V

Tractor and Engine Collection brought to us by the Inland

To join the fun, complete the att

Empire of Gas Engines and an all-you-can-eat buffet, fun

mail it, along with your check paya

games, and prizes. The menu will include one of the fol-

and Development, by September 11

lowing: BBQ Chicken, Pulled Pork or Roast Beef, plus German Sausage dogs, chili, and a selection of salads. (The

*ID will be required. No alcohol is to be c
years of age. No outside alcohol permitted.

exact menu will not be set until the week prior to the

on campus.

Register now - tickets sold at the door will be limited
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urday,
rday
rday, September 23

FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

CAHE PREVIEW 2000
September 23
The College of Agriculture and Home Economics (CAHE) Student
Ambassadors will be hosting an exciting and educational event
for students who are in their junior or senior year of high school
eager to learn about attending the College of Agriculture and
Home Economics. Participants will see presentations covering
admissions, housing options, scholarships, financial aid, student
life, and career options in CAHE. Each student will be given a tour
of the department of his or her choice conducted by a faculty
member from that department. Participants will enjoy a BBQ
lunch with student Ambassadors and faculty members, followed
by our Homecoming football game against cross-state rivals, the
University of Idaho Vandals.
For more information and to register, contact:
CAHE Academic Programs
P.O. Box 646243
Pullman, WA 99164-6243
Phone: 509-335-4562
ryanhig@mail.wsu.edu
Registration must be received by September 13, but early registration is highly recommended by August 15.

berry Track
T

two drinks of your

, ten years or younger,

with a full selection of

.* A bartender and

d like to purchase addi-

heer on the Cougars as

Vandals.

tached reply form and

able to CAHE Alumni
.

consumed by person under 21

d.

OVERNIGHT
A C C O M M O DAT I O N S :
Make your reservations early!
Many campus events are held
simultaneously.
Blocks of rooms are held under
“Land Grant Day” at:
• Hillcrest Motel, Moscow,
800-368-6564
• Palouse Inn, Moscow,
208-882-5511
• University Inn, Moscow,
208-882-0550
Several Chambers of Commerce
can also help you find lodging:
Pullman Chamber of Commerce:
800-365-6948
Moscow Chamber of Commerce:
800-380-1801
Lewiston Chamber of Commerce:
800-473-3543
Spokane Convention and
Visitors’ Bureau: 888-Spokane

SCHEDULE OF FUN AND EXCITING EVENTS
AT C A H E P R E V I E W 2 0 0 0
8:00 a.m.

Check-in, coffee, and doughnuts at Johnson Hall
Atrium
8:30
Welcome and Overview of Day’s Events
8:50
Presentations on Admissions, Housing Options,
Scholarships, and Financial Aid
9:25
Presentation on Student Life and Majors and Options
within the College of Agriculture and Home
Economics
10:00
Question and Answer Panels for Students and Parents
10:35
Tour of Department Selected by Preview Participants
11:30
BBQ Lunch with Faculty and Ambassadors (provided
at no cost for participating students and two family
members, additional lunches at $4 each)
12:10 p.m. Move to Martin Stadium
2:00
Homecoming Football Game vs. University of Idaho.
Tickets for the WSU football game will be provided at
no cost for participating students and two family
members. Additional tickets for the football game will
be $10 each.

GO COUGS!
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A DEPARTMENT ON THE MOVE

D esign—the Thread that Runs through It
BY DENNIS BROWN WITH CAROL SALUSSO

A

1 8

pparel, Merchandising, and
Interior Design is a department on
the move. Literally.
In May, AMID packed and moved
offices, studios, and materials to temporary quarters in Kruegel Hall so that
White Hall, the department’s home for
seven decades, could be converted into a
new home and dormitory for the Honors
College. The department will be housed
in Kruegel until an improved location
becomes available.
Not only is AMID moving physically,
but in other ways as well. Student numbers are increasing with nearly 200
students advised across the department.
The teaching program is moving in
exciting new directions that include a
growing emphasis on current technology, particularly computer-aided design
and multi-media technology. There’s a
strong demand in the job market for
graduates in both undergraduate and
graduate programs. And, the department
is well known across the nation.
This past year, the department experienced a student credit hour growth of
45 percent in apparel, merchandising,
and textiles and 14 percent in interior
design. Word-of-mouth has played an
important role in the boost, according to
Carol Salusso, department chair.
“Most growth in apparel is WSU
students transferring to a more interesting program, one where they are excited
to get out of bed in the morning.
“Both programs support being able to
develop creative ability and visualize
how one can make a very good living
without giving up the creative elements
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evant to career positions. Between retention and recruitment, we’re growing.
Most students who begin either major
continue. There’s also strong demand
in the job market for graduates, with
careers starting at $30,000-a-year
salaries.
Alumni have been very successful in
getting positions that are both enjoyable
and lead to fast career progress. Stu-

Career Forum Set for Land
Grant Day

Outfit designed by Takashi Saito, a student
who earned a Mollie Pepper Outstanding
Designer Award.

of daily work. That is exciting,” she
continues. “Classes tend to have a visual
component that sustains interest and
investment. Classes frequently include
projects where students are able to
develop understanding and ability rel-

Apparel, Merchandising, and Interior Design will host its first Career
Forum, September 22-23, 2000.
The date corresponds with LandGrant Days and homecoming weekend. The forum program will include panels of alumni sharing their
career experiences, advisory board
members commenting on successful job recruitment strategies, and
industry speakers presenting trends
in the apparel and interior design
professions.
“We hope this event will help us
build an ongoing Web-based network and an annual event for keeping in touch with alumni and the
industries who employ our graduates,” Carol Salusso said. “Plans for
Career Forum will be updated regularly on the department’s Web site
(http://amid.wsu.edu/). All interested professionals are welcome to
participate in helping us keep AMID
moving forward.”

dents share their experiences and have
become our best recruiters. More than
half of the 70 freshmen enrolled in the
introductory interior design course this
past year intend to major in the field.
Almost every student in the 70-person
introductory apparel class continues in
the program. That’s tremendous retention for an ‘I just want to see what it’s
about class,’ ” Salusso said.
Apparel, merchandising, and interior
design’s two programs are finding ways
to work together more closely. “One of
the most rewarding trends for me is that
what we have in common contributes to
the strengths of both programs.” Salusso
said. “ All students take textiles in AMT
and design issues in ID. Many interior
design students are seeking apparel
minors. The new AMT option in Interior
Textiles is attracting students interested
in crossover areas of the two programs.
Student clubs are expanding options for
joint projects and fund-raisers. Faculty
are supporting individual and joint
scholarship efforts.”
The department’s teaching program
is moving in exciting new directions as
well. Because faculty and students are
split between two campuses—WSU
Pullman and WSU Spokane—technology
is becoming increasingly important in
educational delivery.
A prime example is Nancy Clark
Brown, assistant professor of interior
design. For the past five years she has
been teaching a lighting design course
using the Washington Higher Education
Telecommunication System to reach
Pullman students from the Spokane
campus.
About 35 juniors and seniors, mostly
in Pullman, take the class every year.
Each year, Pullman students have driven
to Spokane to visit the lighting lab at
Carr Lighting and Sales. Since there is
only one trip to the lighting lab and the
lighting lab is not a University facility,
students have little time and exposure to
composing and exploring various lighting systems.
To handle this challenge, Brown is
developing a virtual online lighting lab

1 9

as an interactive Web site. Students in
the course will be able to research,
explore, compose, and calculate a range
of lighting schemes for different interior
environments.
Eventually, students will be able to
interact with three-dimensional images.
“A final stage with video stream foot-

age,” Brown said, “ will provide students
with actual spaces where they can look
360 degrees and be able to see a space,
be in the space, and be witness to those
different types of lighting applications
which they wouldn’t have been exposed
to in Pullman.”
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Expanding AMID Visibility
John Jacob, an apparel faculty member
since fall 1999 has contributed to expanding AMID visibility in Pullman by
successfully developing AMID’s first
capstone-diversity general education
required course. Capstone courses are
required upper level courses that provide
students an opportunity for critical
thinking outside their discipline. With
the 2000 catalog, students now also
must take a three-credit general education course that covers historical and
contemporary issues in American diversity.
“We melded two courses that had a
common theoretical framework,” said
Jacob. “One was about people in Western society; the other was a cultural
diversity course, but they were both
based on communication of appearance
and how non-verbal visual messages are
part of day-to-day lives. We put the
course into the context of apparel and
appearance. Teaching the course to a
mix of majors and non-majors adds to
my own experience with the content.”
The course is available summer and fall.
The department is reaching out
across the state, as well. This past summer, WSU faculty collaborated with
WSU county extension faculty, 4-H
leaders, and volunteers to present the
first Summer Fashion Institute at WSU
Spokane. Participants explored career
opportunities in apparel and textiles and
interior design in Washington, learned
new apparel design, textile analysis,
textile printing and dyeing, and quilting
techniques, and explored career options
within contemporary retail.
“We developed this institute as a way
to mentor putting creativity back into
young people’s lives. Being able to
dream, to invent, and to see a product
develop from those ideas is an outlet
that greatly contributes to personal
satisfaction. We also want to encourage
creative people to value creativity as a
life skill and perhaps a key ingredient for
their future professions,” Jacob said. The
Fashion Institute attracted about 60 4-H
youth and 4-H leaders from all across
the country.
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Apparel, Merchandising,
and Textiles
The apparel, merchandising, and textiles
program has more than doubled in size
over the past three years, with faculty
advising nearly 100 students.
The program helps prepare the
workforce for Washington’s rapidly
growing apparel and textiles industry,
which ranks third nationally and is
Washington’s fifth largest industry.
Students go into such diverse careers
as designers, product developers, stylists, theatrical costumers, merchandise
managers, fashion directors, interior
textiles representatives, visual promotions managers, retail buyers, department managers, fashion editors, advertising directors, consumer relations,
costume curators, and educators.
Graduates have enormous
opportunity for career employment in the Pacific
Northwest with Washington
leading the region. Employers of recent WSU graduates
include The Bon Marche’, the
Gap, Old Navy, J.C. Penney
Company, Cutter and Buck,
Gerry’s Sportswear, Macy’s,
Nordstrom, Nike, Disney, Ex
Officio, Express, Foreign
Sources, Northern Reflections, Panache, Bridal Affair,
Hanna Anderson, and Sun
Precautions.
A growing number of
students seek internships as
part of their degree work.
The program has had a long
successful history of offering
internships.
All apparel, merchandising, and textile majors complete core product and business courses. The
merchandising option includes a business adminis-

tration minor and emphasizes planning, buying, and
selling of textile products
through retail, wholesale, or
catalog sources.
The product development
option focuses on the interaction between design and
merchandising and provides
depth in apparel design.
Students typically seek
minors in computer-aided
design aspects of fine art,
business promotion, or both.
Interior textile option was
introduced in 1999 as a
crossover between apparel
and interior design supplemented by fine arts, computer-aided design, and
business courses. This option prepares students for
careers in the home products
industry, textile design, and
marketing.
Field trips to Seattle,
Portland, and New York
expose students to a wide

An Apparel
Sizing System
that Works

Adrien Tin drapes a modern wedding dress
he designed which honors Chinese heritage
by using traditional colors and fabric.
range of career possibilities and help
them identify their own niche. “Energy
around the New York trip has developed
to the extent that it will now be available
annually over spring break,” Salusso
said.
Apparel students continued to strut
their stuff at the 17th Annual Mom’s
Weekend Fashion Show held April 15.
Over recent years, this event has evolved
from mostly ready-to-wear fashions and
a few original student designs to 70
original designs and more than 100
students’ models.
“The show is the result of a semester-long project orchestrated by the
student chapter of the International
Textiles and Apparel Association,”
Salusso said. “It is an excellent tribute to
student design, merchandising, and
promotion expertise.”

Why don’t these pants fit? “What’s wrong
with my body?” It’s a question that crosses
the minds of many in department store
dressing rooms across the United States.
It’s also a question that has intrigued
Carol Salusso, chair of the Apparel, Merchandising and Interior Design Department, for
many years. She first sought to answer it in
her master’s degree project at the University
of Minnesota 24 years ago.
“My question was why don’t clothes fit
and will losing weight make clothes fit
better? I concluded that clothes didn’t fit
whether you were torturing yourself and
losing weight or not torturing yourself and
not losing weight. They just didn’t fit. Sizing
is based on a mythical average that doesn’t
exist.”
Salusso addressed the sizing issue again
in her doctoral dissertation and developed a
method for apparel sizing that accounted for
variation in body form.
Before taking a faculty position at WSU in
1994, Salusso was hired as a consultant to
apply her sizing method to a national body
measurement study of 7,000 women ages 55
and older. While at WSU, Salusso worked with
Tiehong Lin, a graduate student, to apply
this sizing system to pants. “We took posture
and frame size and built our sizing system
around that,” Salusso said.
“If you think about it, the body is an
arrangement of parts. Posture arranges it.
People move up and down the size range
when it comes to soft tissue, but they are
still within a body type determined by posture type.”
In 1997 Salusso and Lin recruited 100
women volunteers age 55 and older to
fit-test the pants. “We tested those patterns
and had 90 percent fit,” Salusso said. “When
they put them on, they asked why they
couldn’t take them home and end years of
waiting for pants that fit.” Salusso set up an
ongoing service center to make the patterns
available to the public for a nominal fee. She
also has made them available to Cooperative
Extension audiences, through classes she has
taught to high school family and consumer
sciences teachers and clothing/textile advisers. Students in her department have used
the patterns in designing their fashion lines
and 4-H’ers and 4-H leaders at WSU’s Fashion
Institute at WSU’s Spokane campus also used
the patterns this past summer.

Carol Salusso sizes Pullman resident
Maggie McGreevy.

“One of the things that’s exciting about
these pants is that we developed them for an
audience of women 55 and older,” Salusso
said. “But, because they were developed by
fitting on the body, they fit both women and
men across the adult age range.
We were able to get the vast majority of
common size range into six sizes within
either full tilt or slight pelvic tilt body
types.”
So why hasn’t her sizing system been
adopted by retailers and the apparel manufacturing industry? While there has been
interest in her project, she said. “Adoption
sometimes takes time. Sizing can be done,
but industry is accustomed to status quo
methods and hesitant to change current
labeling and explore building consumer
identity for a new sizing system.”
She envisions a new system that employs
pictograms showing a profile of the body.
“You could tell if the body has a full buttock
or a flat buttock on the drawing with size
range labeled as fitting say it fits a hip range
of 40 inches to 42 inches as is already standard practice in menswear. “Then, to build
height into them, add a height symbol and
dimension. To optimize fit, pants should be
made without hems and hemmed to the
correct length for every height. This process
would also address the reality that garments
are seldom preshrunk so getting pants the
right length that stay that length is a rare
event!”
Salusso’s next objective is to address
sizing for teenagers. “That’s where I would
like to go next because there’s not enough
understanding of those developing bodies,
and their self-esteem is on the line.”
For more information on Salusso’s sizing
research, visit the Web site—http://
amid.wsu.edu/research/research.html.
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Interior Design
WSU’s interior design program is the
only four-year program in the state
accredited by the Foundation for Interior
Design Education and Research. Reaccredited in 2000, the program has
been accredited by FIDER since 1982.
Interior design career preparation
qualifies graduates for jobs as entrylevel designers in commercial and residential design firms, sales associates
and designers for furnishings and finishes, retailers and product-graphic
designers, and facility managers for
large corporations nationwide.
Recent graduates have accepted
positions in Seattle, Spokane, Yakima,

Portland, Dallas, Las Vegas, New York
and Richmond, and in Japan, Korea, and
Canada.
The first three years of the undergraduate program are taught in Pullman. The fourth year at WSU Spokane’s
Design Institute gives interior design
students an interdisciplinary experience
collaborating with last-year students in
architecture, construction management,
and landscape architecture. These four
disciplines interact considerably during
their professional careers as partners in
designing the built environment.
WSU interior design students are
provided with the opportunity to travel

2 2

Students present their design work during a critique session.
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to major metropolitan areas with faculty
in their sophomore, junior, and senior
years. The sophomore design studio
participates in a design competition
each spring that is judged during a
student conference in San Francisco.
During the spring semester, the junior and senior studios join forces in a
trip to Phoenix or Los Angeles, where
they experience an array of major design
projects by such noted architects and
designers as Frank Lloyd Wright,
Antoine Predock, and Robert
Frankenberger.
Freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and
seniors take a combined field trip to

Seattle in the fall to attend the Seattle
Design Center’s Student Conference and
Competition where WSU students often
come away with design awards. Prior to
the conference, interior design faculty
introduce students to professional design offices in the city and works by
noted architects and designers.
Between the end of their sophomore
year and graduation, students are encouraged to experience working with a
professional design office. Students may
receive internship credit for up to 800
hours of work. Expanding opportunities
for internships is a goal for the next few
years.
Many students augment their college
experience by joining the student chapter of the American Society of Interior

Designers. Thanks to several successful
fund-raising projects, ASID was able to
present three 2000-2001 scholarships to
its members.

Student Naomi Denny’s model of the
“Children’s Transition Clinic.”

Whose Taste Shall Prevail?
What Workers Prefer in Workspace

B

ob Krikac’s temporary office
in Kruegel Hall still has unpacked boxes. He works with the
constant sound of traffic on Stadium
Way serving as white noise to any
distractions. That may not seem peculiar on a campus with several building
renovations underway. But, the interior design associate professor and
20-year professional interior designer
authored a study of environmental
and aesthetic preferences in the workplace. Boxes and car noise did not
rank among them.
An apparel, merchandising and
interior design faculty member for two
years, Krikac has long been involved
in the business of designing “living
space” in the Phoenix, Arizona, area.

He first worked in small, architectural
offices and then at a large
multidisciplinary office in the interiors
group, responsible for the facilities design of large corporations. He designed
projects running anywhere from 500
square feet and lasting a few months, to
500,000 square feet and taking several
years. His bachelor’s and master’s degrees, both from Arizona State University, were in interior design.
As a practitioner, Krikac noticed
differences between the facility
manager’s preferences and the
designer’s preferences over space priorities. In addition, recent research done by
Contract Design magazine showed that
facility managers’ preferences in selecting furnishings, finishings, and equip-

ment were reliability, while architects’
or designers’ preferences were aesthetic.
“But, nobody had asked what the
people who spend eight hours a day
in the space preferred,” he said.
As part of his ASU graduate program, Krikac developed a survey in
summer 1998 that listed workplace
environmental and aesthetic aspects
and asked employees to rank-order
them. The corporation he surveyed, a
telecommunications company with
numerous locations, was conducting
its own survey of its employees at the
same time.
Krikac’s survey was included as
one page of a 15-page questionnaire
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going out to the company’s employees, which included executives, directors, upper-level management, the
rank and file of
knowledge workers, and some
lower-level
knowledge workers. Krikac was
primarily concerned with
knowledge workers’ preferences;
he surmised that
management
would rankorder environmental and
aesthetic factors
differently than
non-management and that
management
would feel less
Bob Krickac
strongly than
non-management about the
effect of workplace environmental
aesthetics on employees, potential
employees, clients, and visitors.
“I studied knowledge workers
because that’s the fastest growing
segment of the work population,” he
said. “If we’re going to continue to
increase our standard of living, we
need to find ways to make knowledge
workers more productive. Computerization, empowerment, team building,
and re-engineering the corporation
have all been strategies that have
increased that productivity, but until
recently, we haven’t looked at the
design of the corporation space and
how it can influence productivity.”
Amazingly, Krikac received nearly
3,800 completed responses, with
consistent rankings across all job
categories. His main finding for environmental factors was those employees’ main preferences in the workplace were layout and
ergonomics—not much different from
the preferences of management. The

2 4
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their work environment on their
health, that’s their largest priority,” he
added.
Krikac’s survey has implications
for how educators approach the
teaching of interior design to future
practitioners, where emphasis should
be placed, and how educators can
raise awareness of facility managers
and designers to what user preferences are. The survey shows that
management and non-management
have the same preferences when it
comes to their work environment. It
also points to the benefit of involving
employees in the design of their own
workspaces.
“Most of the companies I worked
for never asked the employees what
their preferences were,” he said.
“Having them participate in the design
of their spaces is one aspect of increasing job satisfaction, which is a
part of the organizational performance formula. (We could) build a
case with facility managers and designers to do more predesign research
with the actual users of the space.”
Krikac wants to continue his research to study other populations of
knowledge workers and do some
fieldwork with them to see
just exactly how they map
“People are more concerned about their
and define their workspace.
The categories he used in
health and the negative impacts of their
the 1998 survey came from
work environment on their health, that’s
research by psychiatrists,
psychologists, and designtheir largest priority.”
ers. He also might look at
—BOB KRICKAC
start-up “dot-com” businesses in the Silicon Valley,
ones that are not as established, with a definite hierarchy, as
“Aesthetics are viewed as important
the corporation he studied. He will
in the message they convey, but if it
apply for a grant next year through
came to a priority, they fall sixth behind
the International Facility Management
those other (environmental) aspects,” he
Association to continue the work.
said. “People using the space really
“I think I would start to see differwant it to work for them.”
ences in different types of populaThe survey results supported what
tions,” he said. “It would be interestKrikac had seen as a practitioner, he
ing to see how the results vary across
said. But, he was surprised at how low
corporate cultures.”
artwork in the workplace ranked.
—Nella Letizia
“People are more concerned about
their health and the negative impacts of
rest of the order identified temperature
and comfort, adequate workplace lighting, air quality, adequate workplace
storage, aesthetics, sound and acoustics,
odors, and building
vibrations.
Under aesthetic
factors, employees’
first priority was
visibility to daylight, followed by
maintenance and
cleanliness, quality, style and condition of furniture,
sense of neatness
and order, colors
and materials, and
use of artwork in
the office space. In
general, according
to Krikac, 98 to 99
percent of those
surveyed agreed
that aesthetics of
an office could
have a significant
effect on workers’
productivity and send an important
message to potential employees, clients,
and visitors.

ALUMNI NOTES
Harry D. Gleason (’35 Dairy) Married Elsie Hinchliffe in 1936. She passed
away in June 1984. He has two sons
who graduated from WSU. Gary
Gleason finished 36 years of teaching in
Port Angeles and his other son lives in
Chehalis. “I graduated because E.V.
Ellington took special interest in me.
WSU still has a soft part in my heart for
the old college and I am now 88 years
old.”
Tiehong Lin (’97 Apparel Merchandising & Textiles) and her husband
Lijian He (’97 Management and Decision Science, PhD) gave birth to their
first child, Alexander Diyan He, November 24, 1999, in Olympia. Alexander
weighed 8 lbs and 5.5 oz and was 19”
long.

Wendy (Fear) Weyer (’92 FSHD –
CUP Program), was recently named the
2000 Recognized Dietician of the Year by
the Washington State Dietetic Association. Wendy is Nutrition Director for
Skagit County’s Senior Nutrition and
Meals on Wheels Program.
Christopher Wiltz (’85, MS ’91 Mechanical Engineering) works for Siemens
Power Corp. in Richland as a “Tech
Expert Test Engineer.” He is now working in Erlangen, Germany, for additional
learning and methods involving European techniques.
Ocea Wooten (’40 Landscape Architecture) died April 12, 2000, in
Pinecrest, Florida. During her career, she
developed a strain of hybridized daylilies
and maintained a small commercial
nursery. One of the top 100 U.S. daylilies
is named for her.

SHARE YOUR NEWS WITH CLASSMATES!
What have you done recently? Share your news with classmates by filling out the form below
and mailing it to: Connections, CAHE Alumni & Development Office, Washington State University,
PO Box 646228, Pullman, WA 99164-6228. Or email your information to: nitcy@wsu.edu
Please type or print clearly.
Name:
Year of Graduation from WSU:

Major:

Address:
City:

State:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Your News: (use additional paper if necessary)

✄

Zip:

CHRISTIAN RECEIVES WSU
ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT
A WA R D
Gladys Christian, the first woman
graduate of the Department of Animal
Husbandry (1944) at Washington State
University, received WSU’s Alumni
Achievement Award June 7, at her home
in Aloha, Oregon.
Cited for her “extraordinary accomplishments in animal science research
… and for paving the way for women to
become successful students and professionals in agricultural fields,” Christian
says she benefited from the hands-on
teaching she received at WSU.
She helped put herself through college by shoveling out the stables in the
old beef cattle barn at WSU, now the
Lewis Alumni Centre. Following graduation, she stayed on at WSU, where she
organized and taught breeding, training,
shoeing, and horse health management
at the stables. Later, she was employed
at the University of Oregon Health Sciences Center and at the Kettering Cancer Research Center in Ohio. She also
managed a 3,300 acre wheat and cattle
ranch on the Snake River.
In recent years, Christian, who is
now legally blind, has traveled to Pullman to present scholarships which she
initiated as a $50,000 endowment for
deserving female students majoring in
animal sciences. In addition, she is the
principal contributor to the Gladys
Christian Animal Sciences Equine
Teaching and Extension Endowment
Fund.
While on the Pullman campus,
Gladys Christian attends classes and
horse club meetings, participates in field
trips, and interacts with students.
“I have a great fondness for the WSU
faculty and programs that I have come
to know again in the last few years,” she
said.

CLIP AND MAIL
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ALUMNI NOTES
ALBERTA HILL HONORED
BY COLLEGE

2 6

On March 9, 2000, Alberta Hill, Dean
Emeritus of the College of Home Economics, was honored at a reception in
the Lewis Alumni Centre during the
second annual CAHE Women’s History
Month observance. James Zuiches,
current Dean of the College presented
Hill with a plaque, which read in part:
“…for her many contributions nationally and internationally to the Home
Economics profession, years of support
of the college and of students through
scholarship funding, and as an advocate
for academic excellence.”
The award was presented in recognition of her outstanding leadership, commitment, achievements, and contributions in the field of home economics.
“My high school teacher encouraged
me to enter home economics. I accepted
her advice, especially when she said it
wouldn’t be all sewing! The Union Pacific Scholarship went to a student
studying in either agriculture or home
economics and that was another deciding factor when I received the scholarship.”
Hill came to WSU in 1969 as a professor of vocational education. While
working for the U.S. Office of Education,
she had several opportunities to learn
about educational programs in the state
of Washington. The quality of these
programs was instrumental in her decision to join the faculty at WSU. Appointed dean of the College of Home
Economics in 1974, she served in that
capacity until 1982 when Home Economics merged with the College of Agriculture. Retiring in 1983, Alberta Hill
maintains her involvement with the
American Home Economics Association.
She served as president from 1979 to
1980.
Her decision to enter higher education was based on her belief that “the
best contribution I could make was in
serving families.”
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A graduate
of the University of Idaho,
Dean Hill holds
degrees from
Columbia University and the
University of
Illinois. Her
national and
international
reputation was
established
through several
years at various
institutions
including Iowa
State UniverDean to Dean • Current Dean James L. Zuiches presents Dean Emeritus
sity, the UniAlberta Hill with her plaque at a reception in her honor during Women’s
versity of HaHistory Month.
waii, Idaho
State, and the
University of
Connecticut.
Her advice for students seeking caSeveral distinguished speakers paid
reers in home economics, “I hope stutribute to Hill for her long time commitdents will continue to focus on what can
ment to the field of home economics.
be done particularly with relationship to
Praised for her support of young faculty
the welfare of individuals and families.
by serving as both a role model and
Students need to recognize that there
mentor, Dean Hill is also generous with
are various opportunities available.
her support and dedication of time to
Contributions can be made in many
serve the profession. Her support is
different ways, even in the kinds of jobs
evidenced by her generosity in establishwe haven’t even thought of yet.
ing the Alberta Hill Academic Excellence
“I see home economics as a profesAward. This endowed fund was estabsion concerned with human developlished to provide student scholarships
ment helping individuals and families
and faculty research.
make human decisions. This involves
The recipient of several awards, Dean
sociology, psychology, and the physical
Hill has received the Outstanding Service
sciences... The welfare of families and
Award from the American Vocational
individuals is the goal of home economAssociation, the Outstanding Service
ics.”
Award from the vocational Home and
When asked to comment on receivFamily Life Education Teachers of the
ing the award Hill stated, “My greatest
State of Washington. Named Washingachievement has been the opportunity
ton Home Economist of the Year by the
to help in preparation of teachers, both
Washington Home Economics Associapre-service and in-service.”
tion in 1985, she was inducted into the
After such a long and distinguished
University of Idaho Alumni Hall of Fame
career, Alberta Hill’s leadership and
in 1988.
commitment to home economics continues to impact the lives of individuals
and families.

2 0 0 0 A N N UA L C O L L E G E A WA R D S

CAHE Honors Student, Faculty, And Staff
Students, faculty, and staff were honored
at the 41st Annual College Awards Banquet.

S T U D E N T A WA R D S
Bess Brittell, a senior and wildlife sciences major, was honored as 2000 Aggie
of the Year. The award recognizes the
college’s outstanding senior majoring in
agriculture or natural resource sciences.
Brittell’s grades have placed the honors
student on the President’s Honor Roll for
seven consecutive semesters. She has
been active in WSU’s Wildlife Society,
Audubon Society, and WSU Raptor Rehabilitation Club.
Amanda Perkins, a senior majoring
in food science and human nutrition,
was named the 2000 Consumer Scientist
of the Year. The award recognizes the
overall top senior majoring in consumer
sciences. The award was just the latest
for Perkins, who is enrolled in the Coordinated Undergraduate Program in General Dietetics. A year ago, the 1997
transfer student from the University of
Nevada, Reno, was honored as outstanding junior in consumer sciences. She has
been named to the President’s Honor
Roll every semester at WSU and was
invited to join the Golden Key Honor
Society in 1998.
Katie Nyseth, a biological systems
engineering junior, received the Capital
Press Outstanding Junior in Agriculture
award. In addition to being an honors
student, Katie is co-captain and starting
point guard of WSU’s varsity women’s
basketball team. Her grades have placed
her on both the Honors College and
President’s Honor Roll, as well as on the
Pac-10 All-Academic Second Team.
Megan Beyerlin, a junior honors
student in the general dietetics program
of the food science and human nutrition
department, received the Capital Press
Outstanding Junior in Consumer and
Family Sciences. Beyerlin is a student
member of the American Dietetics Association, the Alpha Phi Omega service
fraternity, and the Student Nutrition

Awareness Club. She recruits students
for the University as a student ambassador for the College of Agriculture and
Home Economics.
Andrew M. Cockle, a sophomore,
received the Alpha Zeta Knopf Outstanding Freshman award. The award is given
on the basis of achievements during the
previous academic year. The agricultural
education major made the Dean’s Honor
Roll both of his first two semesters. A
member of the student Agricultural
Education Club, he was 1997-98 Washington State FFA president.

F A C U LT Y A N D S TA F F
A WA R D S
Mark Mirando, associate professor of
physiology in the animal sciences department, received the R. M. Wade Excellence in Teaching Award. Mirando, a
member of the faculty since 1990, has
taught five different courses for his
department, including Animal Sciences
101. This introductory course, which has
five laboratory sessions a week, attracts
125 to 185 students, most with no background in food-producing animals.
Dorothy Pond-Smith, associate
professor of human nutrition and director of the coordinated undergraduate
option in general dietetics, received the
college Alumni Association Undergraduate Advising Award. Since 1988 PondSmith has advised from 33 to 52 students annually in the CUOGD program.
During nearly 13 years at WSU, she also
has served as director of the General
Dietetic Option and advised the Student
Dietetic Club.
James Harsh, soil scientist in the
crop and soil sciences department,
received the Faculty in Research Award.
His work has been supported by $2.25
million in competitive grants and he has
published 40 articles, technical reports,
and book chapters related to his research.
Carol Ramsay, coordinator of the
Pesticide Education Program, received
the annual Faculty Excellence in Exten-

sion Award. In 1998, she was recognized
by the governor’s office for work with
the Washington State Department of
Agriculture in designing courses for nontraditional clientele. She has published
14 pesticide-training manuals for WSU
Cooperative Extension. She also has
written and produced extension-training
videos on pesticide storage, recycling,
sprayer calibration, worker protection,
and a variety of other topics.
Terry Miller, insectary manager and
quarantine officer for the Northwest
Biocontrol Insectary and Quarantine
facility, received the college’s Administrative Professional Excellence Award.
When the facility was faced with potential cuts four years ago, Miller wrote
proposals that secured more than
$200,000 in funding. In 1996, he was
responsible for securing certification of
the quarantine facility with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service.
Steve Lyon, an agriculture research
technologist supervisor in the crop and
soil sciences department, received the
college Staff Excellence award. He is
responsible for the day-to-day management of the winter wheat breeding program. Lyon supervises10 or more technicians, graduate students, undergraduate
assistants, staff and visiting scientists
working in labs and 23 field locations in
eastern Washington.
“Germ City” received the Team Excellence Award. This group of Cooperative
Extension educators and cooperators in
five counties in western Washington
designed an eye-catching, traveling
exhibit which includes a wheelchair and
stroller accessible tunnel; wrote a “Germ
City” rap song for children; and created
posters and developed classroom evaluation materials for children. In 1999, the
project reached more than 35,000 children and adults at fairs, festivals, community events, and elementary classrooms in Thurston, Mason, Pierce,
Lewis, and Grays Harbor counties.
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Welcome New CAHE Alumni
Congratulations to all the Cougars listed below on your recent
graduation from WSU. What an accomplishment! Welcome to
the CAHE Alumni and Friends Association. Please stay in touch
by attending alumni events and by reading Connections.

Bachelor of Science
in Agribusiness
Kevin John Berendsen
Shawna Lee Druffel
Edward Walton Lynch
Troy M. Meacham
Jonathan M. Rasmussen
Collin Bruce Smith
Andrea Megan Wedin
Scott Henry Wollweber
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Bachelor of Science
in Agricultural Economics
Andrew D. Bailey
Michael C. Boone
Brett Roger Calhoun
Pedro Simon Ciganda
Royale Frances Eads
Dana Darlene Erickson
Jay McClain Graham
Peter Dayl Graves
Keith Eugene Grossmann
Kari-Ann Marie Harris
Casey Bryan Hughes
John Houston Jeffries
Louis Adolph Juergens
Jerry Lee Kane
Michael James Kelly, Jr.
Kenny John Kniep
Shawn Kendel Larson
Brandon James Lott
Christian Randall Mann
Anthony David Martinez
Kevin R. Moore
Tracy Lynn Olberding
Douglas Edward Poe
Shawn L. Riker
Jamie Renee Roesler
Ryukichi Sawada
Katharina M. Schwarzmiller
Grant R. Simpson
Jeffrey Call Smith
Chad Michael Steiner
Aaron Joseph Viebrock
Aimee Elizabeth Viebrock
Ryan Forrest Vold
Brian Robert Young
Bachelor of Science
in Agricultural Technology
and Management
Kyle David Bauer
Brandon George Beightol
Nathan Samual Clemens
Kyle N. Cordill
Benjamin E. Erickson
Melissa Corinne Ferguson
Jacob Corey Gwinn
Kenneth James Labrousse
Richard Michael Lawrence
Kevin Bruce Harris Mader
Calvin Wesley Mercer
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Jesse Raymond Ratcliff
Michael Scott Robinson
Jeremy Jason Shuler
Sarah Dawn Stearns
Jared Scott Templin
Eric Edward Wilson
Bachelor of Science
in Agriculture
Heath R. Barnes
David Alan Barta
Romny Beryl Beck
Kurt Clinton Cosner
Benjamin Lee Delp
Sarah Jane Donaldson
Dustina Rae Dufault
Michelle Lynn Gunderson
Jason D. Hammerberg
Julie Jean Holterman
Rachel August Houser
Kenny John Kniep
Scott Wayne Lewis
Glen Ronald McKay
Aaron Lawrence Moser
Matthew David Mounts
Shane Michael Nagle
Becky Jean Newman
Jamie Lynn Peebles
Morgan Charles Rowe
Bonnie Anne Russell
Trish E. Schwartz
Kim Michelle Stoltz
Robert James Weber
Gerald Hans Wesselius
Bachelor of Science
in Animal Sciences
Stacy Leona Agar
Carmen Renee Ames
Rodney Travis Amundson
Michael Joseph Barra
Carl Anthony Cavalletto
Rebecca Lynn Cody
Amy Marie Cumberland
Tanya Michelle Dow
Sheila Kay Erickson
Melinda Fernyhough
Lynn Forczek
Shane Lance Greenbank
Kimberly Jo Hagenston
Leah Lorrayne Harvey
Raena Dawn Hendryx
Richard Eugene Hill
Diehl J. Hiner
Steven W. Hjartarson
Casey R. Rogers Kooistra
Nathan Ray Lagler
Laurel E. Lefebvre
Stacy D. Lischke
Marco A Lopez
Brian A. Mackie
Lyndsay Ann McBeth
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Mark J. McKinney
Jaime Rae Meenach
Danielle N. Munson
Wayne Takeshi Muraoka
Mark William Ness
Amy Katherine Newton
Sarah Elizabeth Norberg
Hiroharu Okochi
Amos Kerry Peterson
Kari Jean Peterson
Emily Mariel Pieper
Toni Marie Pierson
Paivi M. Roozen
Kerrie Sedillo Ross
Kevin Allen Ross
Jeffrey August Sackmann
Deborah J. Schwarmann
Jaye Jaye Talbot
Roxanne L. Vandermeer
Marie Jennien Vavrek
Lori May Warren
Kellie Jean Wedge
Danielle Lynn Wharton
Rebecca Ann Wheeler
Jenny Jeneane White
Vanessa Katherine Yost
Bachelor of Arts in Apparel,
Merchandising, and Textiles
Amy Lynn Ahlskog
Jaime Shawn Caldwell
Lisa Nicole Charboneau
Cynthia Janelle Cox
Jennifer Ann Cure
Gretchen L. Ensign
Elizabeth Francene George
Stacy Shea Jones
Case Anne Neuberger
Dawn Masako Okazaki
Sarah M. Peterson
Rachel Elizabeth Pratt
Lindsay Kay Romine
Andrea Christine Rucker
Takashi Saito
Shilon Dawn Shuman
Tami Beth Silk
Stacey Marie Stephenson
Elizabeth A. Wilma
Jessica Kodi Yturri
Bachelor of Science in Child,
Consumer, and Family Studies
Heidi K. Klubberud
Bachelor of Science
in Crop Science
Robb R. Arnold
Nathan William Blake
Cory Ryan Brown
Patrick M. Christoffer
Joseph Patrick Courtney
Jared Travis Finch

Shane Michael Harris
Steven Wayne Hausman
David Wayne Ittner
Jeffrey Dean Knutson
Casey John Meyer
Carrie Edith Peterson
Deric Alvin Schmierer
Jeffrey Paul Schnurr
Jason Edward Turner
Jace Gail Tuttle
Ryan Anthony Tippett
Eiji Yamamoto
Bachelor of Science
in Entomology
Elizabeth Anne Boyd
Daniel Morgan Leavitt
Bachelor of Science in Food
Science and Human Nutrition
Catherine Theresa Aulik
Kerry Anne Barstad
Jessica Kelli Bean
Erich Leoncio Blancaflor
Christopher A. Charles
Maite Andrea Chauvin
Jennifer Berreth Couey
Kathryn Ann Crossett
Megan Ann Davis
Kelly Katherine Desy
Rebecca Hart Felker
Rebecca Hart Felker
Cassandra Lee Fergus
Kelly Nichole Gray
Sara L. Guenther
Kjersti Lynn Hartvigsen
Maureen Kirsten Holland
Chia-Chen Huang
Li-Fei Huang
Gina Grace Hundley
Ashley Marie Jones
Shiao Mei Lee
Christopher Eric Lutgen
Jessica Lynn Martin
Laurel Sue Messinger
Meghann Maria Moore
Kelly Marie Norman
Stephanie Dana Ostrom
Amanda Morgan Perkins
Greg Alan Skistimas
Marianne E. Smith
Peter Suresh Sorensen
Miranda Lynn Thompson
Todd Michael Tichey
Molly Rose West
Jennifer Anne Wigen
Bachelor of Science
in Home Economics
Jill Marie Dolak

Bachelor of Science
in Horticulture
Kelly Allan Bentley
Rachel Ann Castillo
Jason Ralph Cornell
Todd B. Edgington
Carrie W. Edwards
Benjamin W. Garden
Elizabeth Anne Kohl
Jason P. Magnaghi
Dutch Langord Masters
John Conrad Maul
Jonathan S. Morrison
Glen Curtis Musser
Shannon M. Nix
Michael Thomas Parrish
Paula Marie S. Paton
Brian M. Reed
Ryan Wayne Robinson
Anna-Liisa Shea
Aran Dale Urlacher
Gavin D. Vanderpool
Derek D. Way
Nathan Alan Williams
Katie A. Woodcock
Bachelor of Arts
in Human Development
Suzanne Micheller Aller
Robert S. Anderson
Rebecca Suzanne Andrews
Jennifer Amanda Ball
Deborah Anne Batten
Christy Marie Becker
Jamie Lynn Behrens
Christina Marie Boyer
Robin H. Bray
Amy Lyn Breimon
Sonya Bucholtz-Heinsch
Stephenie P. Burbach
Vanessa Ann Burk
Sherrie Noel Casteel
Kori LeAnne Cochran
Charmaine De Corcoran
Joel Cortina
Shelley Jean Cosgrove
Christine L. Danielson
Alisssa Jolene Dare
Laura Eve Ellsworth
Eric Ray Engebretson
Ada Jean Foster
Jesse Earl Freels
Michael John Gamby
Sumona Marie Gomes
Leeann B. Grasseth
Gina Grego
Linsday Kay Hageman
Kirsen Marie Hallman
John Wayne Hankins
Sara K. Hattenburg
Ashley Lyn Hedrick
Amy L. Heiser
Kathleen Heldman
Ryan C. Hilson
Deborah Anne Hoven
Maribeth Howard
Kimberly Rachel Jackson
Katherine Marie Johnson
Heidi Lynn Jordan
Margaret Leigh King
Jennifer Suzanne Koch
Julie Loretta Koesel
Katie Ann Larkman
Susan Marie Larsen
Celia Ruth Larson
Shiro Morishita

Jason Lee Morse
Rachelle Marie Nemitz
Jena Lynn Ponti
Nicholas A. Rampp
Erik Yoshihiro Seo
Terry Grant Sherman
Clayton Michael Varick
Bachelor of Science in Natural
Resource Management
Steven James Adams
John Paul Anderson
Kerry Forrest Bearg
Jesse Ray Bloomfield
Brett Arthur Blumhardt
Guy E. Campbell III
Gabriel B. Cohen
Daniel D. Coleman
Ryan Anthony Davis
Lance Everett Davisson
Sara Anne Ehnat
Daniel Thomas Font
Kelly S. Foster
Casey Gibbons
Kevin Lee Goldie
Geoffrey W. Harper
Joshua Aaron Hooker
Bryan Donald Hudson
Kyle Adam Langan
Gregory W. Mackey
Korie Lynn Peterson
David Wayne Ragsdale
Gregory John Reser
Cody Milton Rohrbach
Steven James Rondeau
Kenneth Scott Rush
Azure Dee Schmit
Luther Jonathan Schwartz
Misty Dawn Len
Joseph Alan Leonetti
Shalynn June Liner
Tanya Marie Little
Jackie Cheryl Lloyd
Lance Michael Logue
Rachelle Doreen Looney
Michelle Lynn Maher
Mary Alice Mainio
Jannette Manuel
Lisa L. Mayo
Dana Michelle McAllen
Kathleen Louise McCanna
Wendy Teresa McCombs
Kristine Anne McCullough
Susanna McLemore
Cara Mae Meeker
Jocelyn Renee Mitchell
Julie Anne Mork
Karen Anne Morrow
Charity Leah Murphin
Amanda Sue Nutt
Brandi Lee O’Mahoney
Amy Lynn Pagel
Michelle Johnson Perkins
Charmaine JoAnn Pettersen
Kristi Michelle Phillips
Kari-Ellen Marie Predmore
Donnarae Naylor Querry
Maralee Ann Rambo
Colleen Joy Rhoadarmer
James Robert Rice
Emily Marie Rieger
Debra C. Ross
Deborah Van Dyke Savage
Kay Lee Schlemmer
Shelley Ann Schwendiman
Christa Lynn Seago

Carrie Marie Wise
Sara Dawn Wiseman
Jilyn Newell Eileen Wood
Laura Lynn Woolley
Mary Artela May York
Angela Marie Young
Michelle Yovanovich

Keri J. Shaw-Fouts
Cynthia Lynn Sherrell
Darcy Marie Smith
Jenny Lynn Smith
Indu Sood
Tami Brooke Stiefel
Sali Lewis Stratton
Kelli Ann Sweet
Heidi Marie Swenson
Laurie K. Swift
Leslie Anne Triesch
Lenore Eileen Turman
Jason John Twyman
Jennifer Ullakko
Willis Bryan Wall
Michael Jacob See
Eric Kyle Shoblom
Carmen Lorraine Sipe
Ryan Travis Smith
Scott Michael Sorensen
Matthew Richard Stevens
Jack Russell Thompson
Matthew Robert Vance
Kyle James Watson
Frank Powell Young IV
Bachelor of Science in Natural
Resource Sciences
Timothy Duane Baker
Marian Bess Brittell
Sonja Ayn Duenwald
Erik D. Ellis
Christopher M. Gleizes
Kevin Lee Goldie
Danette Lee Guy
Lowell Matthew Lea
Tracy Lynn Sheneman
Jack Stover
Douglas Adam Watkins
Denise Marie Yost
Bachelor of Science in Soils
Heidi Marie Petermann
Lisa Marie Watts
Tanya Lee White
Briana K. Wicks
Jennifer Christine Windus
Melissa Lyn Wingerter
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Bachelor of Arts
in Interior Design
LaRayne Arnold
Kathryn Curry Bramlitt
Po-Min Chang
Brian Gilbert Dillard
Stephanie Louise Evenson
Anasofia Gonzalez
Melissa Snow Heresa
Jamie Lynn Hernon
Carmen Ellyse King
Lee-Kyung Koo
Nicole Anne Lund
L. Kris Mack
Stephanie Marie McCanna
Jennifer Joan Muma
Joshua S. Orona
Amanda Madeline Perry
Shawanda Lynn Roden
Tatsuya Sato
Michelle Nicole Shaw
Patricia M. Sjahli
Antonio Vasquez
Frances K. Willey
Tomomi Yashiro
Jessica Lee Ybarra
Bachelor of Science
in Landscape Architecture
Craig Douglas Andersen
Scott Joseph Brantley
Christopher Emery Cain
Katherine Grace Cole
Amanda Julianne Gibson
Hamley Piper Hale
Andrew James
Michael Wade Juneau
Nathan Gerald Larsen
Alan Roy McWain
Stephanie Ann Mildon
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Alumni and Friends Support New CAHE Scholarships
In the spring 2000 issue of Connections,
M. and Karen B Maughan were mistakenly omitted from our list of President’s
Associates donors. We wish to thank
them for their generous donation to the
Orlo H. and H. Delight Maughan Scholarship Fund.
Reynolds-Biersner Scholarship
Endowment
Though not a college graduate, Anne
Reynolds knew the importance of education. She was widowed when her
daughter Jane was young, but made
Jane’s college degree possible. Jane met
and married Don Biersner, a native of
Walla Walla, and they had three children. The couple worked at Boeing for
many years before Jane began her own
small business. They now live in
Cheney, Washington. Based on the
areas of study by the Biersner children,
this gift provides scholarships in four
departments; Crop and Soil Science,
Food Science and Human Nutrition,
Geology, and Intercollegiate Athletics.

3 0

Dean Tucker/Anthony’s Restaurant
Graduate Fellowship
With his ancestors settling in the
Yakima area in 1919, Melvin Dean
Tucker began his own farming career in
1948 around Sunnyside. Although other
farmers relied on two specific crops, Mr.
Tucker believed that diversification and
direct marketing was key to sustaining a
family farm. After planting a variety of
fruits and vegetables, he and his wife,
Rose and their four children opened
Tucker’s Fruit Stand in 1978 and later
established Tucker Cellars Winery.
Tucker Cellars created their Indian Sum-
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mer wine for Anthony’s Homeport Restaurant in Seattle and provided wine and
fresh fruit and produce. After Mr.
Tucker’s death in 1999, Anthony’s Restaurants decided to memorialize a man
who believed that “we must learn to put
good wines on the market.” A graduate
fellowship in viticulture was established
to honor Mr. Tucker’s belief in learning.
Chicona Endowment
Many years ago, the estate of Albion L.
Gile directed to the state of Washington
his property of 910 acres in Pacific
County, known as Chicona Farms, and
became WSU’s Puyallup Research and
Extension Center. As an opportunity to
restore a portion of the Chinook River
watershed, Chicona farms was turned
over to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Wetlands Reserve Program
in 1999 in the form of a permanent
easement. In compensation, WSU was
provided $1.7 million to establish this
endowment. The fund is primarily used
for improvements, amenities and services at the WSU Puyallup Research and
Extension Center. Albion and Leonore
Gile are recognized as Benefactors of
WSU for this generous gift of their farm.
Ethel M. Dettman Excellence Endowment
Ethel Marie Dettman graduated from
Washington State University with a
degree in sociology in 1953. Following
graduation, she was a social worker for
35 years in the Rainier district of Seattle
and mainly worked with clients who had
speech disabilities. She retained her love
for wheat farming, having grown up on
the family farm in north central Washington. Ethel died in 1998, but has made

gifts to WSU since 1966, supporting
many areas of the university. Her gift to
the College of Agriculture and Home
Economics is unrestricted and allows the
Dean to use the fund for the College’s
greatest needs and highest priorities.
Timothy H. Blosser Graduate Fellowship
in Animal Sciences
In honor of their father’s birthday, the
three Blosser children created this endowment. Blosser grew up in Nappanee,
Indiana, on a purebred Holstein dairy.
He attended Purdue University and the
University of Wisconsin where he received his M.S. and his Ph.D. specializing in dairy husbandry and biochemistry. Tim and Dorothy were married and
began their family in Pullman. Blosser
began his career at WSU in 1948 as an
assistant professor in the Department of
Dairy Science, and then became Chair of
the Department of Animal Sciences from
1964 to 1974. The fellowship was created to honor his commitment to agricultural education. The fellowship will
be awarded to students who are conducting research associated with dairy
in the Department of Animal Sciences.
George H. Day Endowment
Because of love for his dogs and agriculture, George Day’s bequest provided
funds to create an endowment in the
College of Veterinary Medicine and the
College of Agriculture and Home Economics. Because of his generosity, the
College can continue to provide excellent
educational, research, and outreach
programs for students and the
community.

DEAN’S MESSAGE
What You Have Told Us

Connections implies a two-way relationship among the College, its alumni,
and friends. Usually I prepare a “Dean’s
Column” to let you know what is going
on in the College, but in this letter, I am
going to report on the results of a 199798 survey of CAHE alumni, what alumni
have told us.
Every biennium, the WSU Office of
Student Affairs surveys BA/BS graduates
about their undergraduate experience.
About 17 to 18 percent of the 1997-98
graduating cohorts responded, including
graduates of the College of Agriculture
and Home Economics.
Why is this information valuable?
First, if WSU is to be successful as an
educational institution, this success
must be apparent in our graduates;
second, the best recruiters are satisfied
alumni. With the emphasis on enrollment and “customer” satisfaction, it is
imperative that we undertake and be
responsive to such customer satisfaction
surveys.
College of Agriculture and Home
Economics graduates were generally
more positive than other graduates
about the quality of their advisers and
their instructional programs. Over 50
percent of our students rated their advisers as very good and over 80 percent
rated them as good to very good. This
compares favorably with the overall
WSU average of 43 percent rating their
advisers as very good.
Similarly, in the quality of instructional programs in their majors, 94
percent of CAHE graduates were very or
somewhat satisfied (56 percent were
very satisfied). Interaction with faculty
outside of class was extremely positive

with over 83 percent expressing satisfaction with their access to faculty outside of class.
Our students indicated that 58 percent of them had intern experiences,
which helped immensely in their work
preparation and job search. Only the
College of Education had a more successful internship program.
The assessment of their learning
experiences was also very positive. Over
65 percent of the students indicated
they were very satisfied with their ability to learn independently, their writing
skills, their ability to solve problems,
and their leadership opportunities, as
well as their ability to work in groups.
For CAHE graduates, 63 percent indicated they felt career ready.
Only two percent of CAHE graduates
were unemployed and looking for work,
although 12 percent were not currently
in the labor force. Over 60 percent intended to seek additional educational
experience. A crucial issue in being
career ready is the relationship of the
major to employment. Seventy-five
percent indicated their majors were
closely or somewhat related to their
current employment.
Although these results are a very
positive post-graduate assessment of
our instructional and advising programs, they are nowhere near the 100
percent we would like to have. The
closest we come to such unanimous
response is in answer to the question,
“Would you choose Washington State
University again?” In our College, 91
percent say yes or definitely yes, they
would do so; 95 percent indicate they
would recommend Washington State

James J. Zuiches, Dean

University to their friends, and given the
cost, it was worth it. Unfortunately, 5
percent of the respondents indicated it
was not worth it and they would not
recommend WSU to their friends.
We can be proud, but not self-satisfied, about the generally positive assessment of our programs by our graduates.
We have learned the student experience at WSU in the College of Agriculture and Home Economics can be a very
positive experience, especially when the
faculty is committed to providing excellent advising and instruction. Our students are prepared for careers and are
generally very satisfied with the specifics of their preparation and their learning experiences. But, we can do better.
We will continue to focus on improving
the quality of our instructional programs.
Achieving our goal, to increase enrollment by 50 percent in the next five
years, hinges on the delivery of excellent
programs, so that future alumni will
uniformly recommend WSU to their
friends and children.
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Early!
Order early for
best selection
for holiday
deliveries.
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Order by Phone 1-800-457-5442 M-F, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. PST

ORDER ON-LINE!
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