
Econ 102 Section 3, Principles of Microeconomics, 3 Credits, Fall 2017 

TR 5:30-6:45 PM at BEH 241 

 

Instructor: Christopher Clarke 

  Email: Christopher.Clarke@unlv.edu 

  Website: https://econchrisclarke.wordpress.com/  

  Office: BEH 527 

  Office Hours: M,T,W,R from 3:00-4:00, or by appointment 

 

T.A.:  Jordan Eisinger 

Email: eisinge2@unlv.nevada.edu 

Office: BEH 517 

Office Hours: M,W from 12:00-2:00; T,R from 1:00-3:00 

Tutoring: 

   

Room: Lied Library, Second Floor 

Hours: Jordan will be there F from 12:00-5:00; Sun from 3:00-8:00  

General Library Tutoring Hours M,T,W,R from 10:00-8:00; F from 10:00-5:00; Sun from 2:00-8:00  

An Economics GA will always be working 

 

Required Materials:  

 

 Top Hat Introduction to Economics by Steve Buckles and others         
$45 

 Top Hat Subscription 
$26 per semester 

 

Final Exam: Thursday, Dec 14th, 2017, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (non-negotiable) 

   

 

Prerequisites: Degree Seeking & a min. grade of C in 1 of the following math courses; MATH 124,126,127,128,132,170,176,181,182 

or ACT MA score of 24 or SA95 MA score of 560 or SAT MA score of 560 (taken before March 2016) or SAT MA score 580 (taken 

after March 2016) 

mailto:Christopher.Clarke@unlv.edu
https://econchrisclarke.wordpress.com/


 
 

 

 

 

 

Blackboard: http://webcampus.unlv.edu/  

Top Hat: www.tophat.com  

  Join Code: 318623 

 

Course Overview 

Introduction to economic organization of society with emphasis on how markets and prices guide and direct economic activity. 

Economic analysis applied to a wide range of contemporary issues. 

Course Goals 

The learning goals for the Fundamentals of Macroeconomics specified by the School of Economic Sciences include: 

 Learn the basic terminology of microeconomics.  

 Apply the concepts of choice and opportunity cost to basic situations involving scarcity and clearly identify feasible choices.  

 Master the tools of supply and demand, applying them to a variety of scenarios. 

 Learn about market structure and market power, i.e. monopolies and competition. 

 Apply some basic tools to analyze productive regulation. 

 Review the determinants of wages in a labor market. 

 Discuss trade; the benefits and negatives. 

 Learn about financial markets and capital. 

 

http://webcampus.unlv.edu/
http://www.tophat.com/


Grading 

Assignment Share of Grade 

Chapter Homework 34% 

Attendance & Participation 8% 

Test 1 14% 

Test 2 17% 

Final Exam 27% 

 

Grade Range Letter Grade Grade Range Letter Grade 

93-100% A 73-76.99% C 

90-92.99% A- 70-72.99% C- 

87-89.99% B+ 67-69.99% D+ 

83-86.99% B 63-66.99% D 

80-82.99% B- <63% F 

77-79.99% C+   

 

 

 

 

 



Course Work 

Top Hat:  
  

We will be using the Top Hat (www.tophat.com) classroom response system in class. You will be able to submit answers to in-class 

questions using Apple or Android smartphones and tablets, laptops, or through text message. Additionally, we will be using the 

custom-built interactive textbook Introduction to Economics by Steve Buckles and others within Top Hat for this class. 

You can visit the Top Hat Overview (https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide) 

within the Top Hat Success Center which outlines how you will register for a Top Hat account, as well as providing a brief overview 

to get you up and running on the system. 

An email invitation will be sent to you by email, but if don’t receive this email, you can register by simply visiting our course 

website: https://app.tophat.com/e/318623 

Note: our Course Join Code is 318623.  

Top Hat will require a paid subscription, and a full breakdown of all subscription options available can be found 

here: www.tophat.com/pricing. After you pick your subscription, your textbook will be applied at checkout for an additional $45. 

Don’t worry if you don’t see any content in the course right away, I will make it available to you as we progress through the semester. 

Should you require assistance with Top Hat at any time, due to the fact that they require specific user information to troubleshoot 

these issues, please contact their Support Team directly by way of email (support@tophat.com), the in app support button, or by 

calling 1-888-663-5491. 

 

Attendance & Participation: 

 

I allow 3 absences without questions asked.  Above this, I will only grant more under extraneous circumstances.  Come to class and 

participate, you won’t regret it! 

 

Tests and Final: 

http://www.tophat.com/
https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide
https://app.tophat.com/e/318623
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There are three tests during the semester, each increasing in worth from 14%, 17%, and 27%, of your class grade.  You cannot 

postpone a test! Requests for early dates will not be granted except under rare and unavoidable (in my judgment) circumstances. 

These requests must be made before the day of the test.  Obviously, no phones allowed. Calculators of any kind (except for the kind in 

your phone) are allowed. I reserve the right to confiscate your test during the exam and give you a zero should you be found using 

your phone. 

Do not miss the tests. If you miss an exam you will receive a zero. 

NO EARLY FINAL EXAMS. There are no exceptions to this policy. Students should determine final exam times and dates before 

making travel or vacation plans at the close of each semester. 

In cases of difficulty in arriving at a solution with me, students shall refer the matter to the chairpersons of their departments or to their 

academic advisors. 

Instructor Interaction 

I hold regular office hours and can schedule other appointments. I can also answer emails. Questions for me should focus on course 

content and personal or confidential information. Try to work out problems with technology on your own or with technical support.  If 

this isn’t working, contact the T.A. Jordan Eisinger. I do not answer emails on Saturday or Sunday, so please do not procrastinate! 

Cool Stuff 

As always, I am rummaging through the internet for memes and youtube videos.  The subject of economics, unfortunately, does not 

lend itself easily to this medium leading to a veritable dearth.  Therefore, if you find anything internet-y that is “educational” and 

topical, kindly send them my way via email. 

 

 



University Policies 

Disability Resource Center (DRC) - The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A 143, http://drc.unlv.edu/, 702-895-0866) 

provides resources for students with disabilities. If you feel that you have a disability, please make an appointment with a Disabilities 

Specialist at the DRC to discuss what options may be available to you.  

If you are registered with the UNLV Disability Resource Center, bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to the 

instructor during office hours so that you may work together to develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet both 

your needs and the requirements of the course. Any information you provide is private and will be treated as such. To maintain the 

confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor before or after class to discuss your accommodation needs.  

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT - Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share in 

upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join the 

UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with 

choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner 

compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution.  

An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any source, 

without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: 

https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct.  

COPYRIGHT - The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves with and to follow 

copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The 

university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. 

Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action 

under University policies. Additional information can be found at: http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright.   

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS POLICY - Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of 

observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will apply 

to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the end of the 

first two weeks of classes, September 4, 2017, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state 

holidays or periods of class recess. For additional information, please visit: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531. 

https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
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Extracurricular Activity - In accordance with the UNLV faculty senate-approved policy regarding class time and assignments 

missed, students who represent UNLV in any official extracurricular activity shall also have the opportunity to make up assignments, 

provided that the student provides official written notification to the instructor no less than one week prior to the missed class(es). 

INCOMPLETE GRADES -  The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed threefourths 

of course work for that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot 

complete the last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. The 

incomplete work must be made up before the end of the following regular semester. If course requirements are not completed within 

the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete 

do not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade.  

TUTORING - The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all UNLV students taking UNLV 

courses. Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic 

resources. The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Students may learn more about tutoring services by 

calling 702-895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at: http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/. 

UNLV WRITING CENTER - One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the 

Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with appointments will 

receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 702-895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of 

the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information can be 

found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ 

REBELMAIL – By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLV’s official e-mail 

system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication such as information about 

deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted 

to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu. Emailing within 

WebCampus is acceptable.   

http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/


 

Econ 102 Section 3: Principles of Microeconomics 

Fall  2017 Course Schedule 

Week Topic Date Homework 

1 
1. Introduction to Economics Tuesday, August 29, 2017   

2. An Economic Model Thursday, August 31, 2017   

2 
  Tuesday, September 5, 2017 Homework #1 

4. Markets: Supply and Demand Thursday, September 7, 2017 Homework #2 

3 
5. Using Supply and Demand Tuesday, September 12, 2017   

  Thursday, September 14, 2017 Homework #4 

4 
6. Behind Demand Tuesday, September 19, 2017 Homework #5 

7. Inputs, Production, and Costs (Behind Supply) Thursday, September 21, 2017   

5  Tuesday, September 26, 2017 Homework #6 

8. Inputs, Products, and Costs in the Long Run Thursday, September 28, 2017 Homework #7 

6 
Exam #1 Tuesday, October 3, 2017  Exam 

  Thursday, October 5, 2017   

7 
9. Competitive Markets Tuesday, October 10, 2017 Homework #8 

10. Monopoly Thursday, October 12, 2017   

8 
 Tuesday, October 17, 2017 Homework #9 

11. Between Competition and Monopoly Thursday, October 19, 2017 Homework #10 

9 
12. Regulation of Firms with Market Power Tuesday, October 24, 2017   

  Thursday, October 26, 2017 Homework #11 

10 
13. The Economic Role of Government Tuesday, October 31, 2017 Homework #12 

14. Markets for Labour Thursday, November 2, 2017   

11 
 Tuesday, November 7, 2017 Homework #13 

15. Taxes: Efficiency and Fairness Thursday, November 9, 2017 Homework #14 

12 Exam #2 Tuesday, November 14, 2017 Exam 



  Thursday, November 16, 2017   

13 
16. Why International Trade Tuesday, November 21, 2017 Homework #15 

Thanksgiving Thursday, November 23, 2017 No Class 

14 
  Tuesday, November 28, 2017   

17. Financial Markets Thursday, November  30, 2017 Homework #16 

15 
Study Week Tuesday, December 5, 2017   

Study Week Thursday, December 7, 2017 Homework #17 

16 Final Exam Thursday, December 14th, 2017 Final Exam 

 

 


