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I always wanted to be a teacher. For a long time I wanted to teach music, but then I took a 

microeconomics course from a gifted instructor who changed everything. I had thought that economics 

would be some study about money, but on learning that it is a fascinating social science that is applicable to 

any choice in life, music was relegated to a hobby. Now I have (almost) earned my Ph.D. with emphases in 

applied econometrics and applied microeconomics. I have taught Fundamentals of Macroeconomics six 

times, three online and three in person, with class sizes in the hundreds.  

  Teaching the same class repeatedly has helped me to develop my teaching principles and my ability to 

facilitate learning. I have been able to change methods without worrying about prepping new material, 

which has been very beneficial to my development as a teacher. From my experiences learning and 

teaching economics, I have learned to center my teaching on four principles: 

 Tell stories: They will learn more if they can see its relevance to them. 

 Facilitate debate and conversation: This stimulates critical thinking and induces learning.  

 Be available: If students want to learn I want to be there. If they need help I will help them.  

 Stay grounded in reality: Keep the model in context. Know the assumptions and limitations. 

When I teach, I use real stories as often as possible. These can be from my own life or general current 

events. To capture interest I often talk about my past employment, my parents’ small business experience, 

and my financial aid research. The research is particularly effective because it hits very close to home.  

My teaching is most effective, and enjoyable, when the scenarios we discuss lend themselves to debate. 

Part of the education process is to hear diverse views and critically appraise and compare them to your 

own. I want students to learn new ideas, hear diverse perspectives, and gain new perspectives because that 

is one of the best ways to enrich their lives. We frequently discuss current economic events or trends as a 

class or in smaller groups. For each topic we discuss who benefits most and who is most harmed by a given 

policy. We discuss costs and benefits and the difference between normative and positive evaluation. I 

deeply value the diverse experiences and backgrounds of my students and want each to feel respected and 

valued, so I do this in a balanced, pragmatic way that makes students feel comfortable to have and share 

their own views.  

I am available to students and I want them to succeed. While I was an undergrad, I had a busy schedule 

with work and family responsibilities, and I know how frustrating it is to have an unavailable professor. My 

students don’t experience that in my class. If they want to learn I will help them. I set daily times when I 

will be answering emails and I am flexible with office hour scheduling. When students do poorly on an 

exam or miss consecutive assignments, I contact them and offer help and guidance. Most ignore this, but 

more than a few have grasped at my offers, gotten help, and gone on to succeed in my class. 

I always try to keep the class grounded in reality. It is helpful to remind students that knowing how a 

perfectly competitive market functions does not make me a health care expert, labor expert, etc. These tools 

are helpful, but must be used with a little humility. This often leads to a sales pitch for more economics 

courses. I have had four students from my six classes tell me that they switched to an economics major 

because of my class, which is an exciting thing for a young instructor to hear. 
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Lecture Courses 

One of the challenges in my large lecture courses is to facilitate smaller group discussions. Sometimes I 

interrupt the lecture to have students talk with each other to formulate their own understanding of a topic. I 

regularly use software to enhance my ability to assess student progress and facilitate back and forth 

interactions. In my most recent course I held a series of review sessions during the semester. These allowed 

me to teach in a small class environment, about 15-25 students, and have been some of my favorite 

teaching experiences. In the smaller setting students feel more relaxed and willing to engage with each 

other. I received great feedback on these sessions and will keep doing them as time permits. 

I want my students to get as much learning out of my class as possible, so I consistently seek feedback 

and try to tailor my teaching to student needs. I have held mid-semester surveys and reviews, in addition to 

the official course evaluations, and made changes in my approach from them. Without making my class 

any less demanding, I have adjusted my approach so that the portion of my class that considered my 

teaching above average or outstanding increased from 54 to 67 

percent. The portion considering the class itself to be above 

average or outstanding increased from 32 to 57 percent. In my 

recent course evaluation students wrote: 
 

“He always gave prime examples that were related to the course.” 

“He expects hard work and works hard, pushing students to do their 

best… the class was challenging, but rewarding.” 

“He is very positive and loves to teach students the material.” 

“Relatable, easy to approach instructor. He knows his stuff and makes 

it easy to the class to digest.” 

 “He is very helpful and answers questions…Also his lectures are quite 

entertaining.” 

“He was very clear and concise in his lectures, and …very energetic.” 

“Enthusiastic, organized, and good at explaining asked questions.” 

 

Online Teaching 

I have also taught 3 online iterations of the course, which is an entirely different experience. I still try 

to keep to my teaching principles, and the most challenging part is maintaining the conversation aspect of a 

classroom. I keep multiple forums open in which students can share and discuss current events or ask 

questions concerning the course material, economic perspectives on current events, and even to share funny 

econ stories or jokes. I participate regularly, but students who can answer other student questions with 

enough substance are awarded credit, so the discussion forums get a lot of activity. This has helped the 

students to learn, not just by discussion, but also by teaching each other, rather than by text book only.  

 

Scope of Teaching 

I have only taught macroeconomics, but there are many more areas in which I am also able and willing 

to teach. These include microeconomics, econometrics, statistics, industrial organization, education, public, 

and behavioral economics. In each of these areas I will bring knowledge and expertise to my students, and I 

look forward to doing so. In every class I will teach with real scenarios, facilitate debate and critical 

thinking, keep the class aware of the strengths and limitations of what we learn, and help students inside 

and outside of the classroom. 

(Word cloud of student comments 

in my most recent course review) 

 


