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BACKGROUND: 
 
End-stage kidney disease is a major public health 
concern for American Indian populations. It is 3.5 times 
more common among American Indians than among 
Whites, and it results overwhelmingly from an excess of 
type 2 diabetes. In treating end-stage kidney disease, 
transplantation is associated with better quality of life, 
lower health care costs, and longer life expectancy than 
is long-term dialysis. Even so, compared to Whites, 
American Indians experience significant delays in 
transplantation and remain on transplant waiting lists 
for longer periods of time. As rates of kidney disease 
continue to rise, the importance of raising awareness of 
organ donation becomes increasingly critical. 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
 
Our goals are to raise awareness of the need for organ 
donation and transplantation among American Indians, 
and to increase the number of American Indians who 
register to donate organs. To accomplish these goals, 
we partnered with tribal colleges and universities in 
three states to create educational materials and host 
organ donation awareness events both on campus and 
in the surrounding community. In years 2 and 3 of the 
project, we conducted focus groups with tribal college 
students to gain insight on attitudes, knowledge, and 
beliefs about organ donation. Focus group findings 
were used to create culturally appropriate outreach.  

PRODUCTS/PUBLICATIONS/REPORTS 
6 unique educational posters; 6 bookmarks; 6 organ donation brochures; 1 manuscript pending  
 
FUNDING AGENCY: National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) 
 
PROJECT YEARS: 2017-2012 
 
PARTNERS: Turtle Mountain Community College; Fort Peck Community College; Northwest Indian College; United Tribes 
Technical College; Blackfeet Community College 
 

Our Mission 
Conduct Community centered research, 
training, education and outreach to 
improve the health and quality of life 
for American Indian and Alaska Native 
populations 
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