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Objectives
Get you thinking about applying for a fellowship soon.

Describe what a fellowship can do for you.

Present information about applying for a fellowship.

Share ideas about how to improve your chances between
now and when you apply.

LΩƳ ƻpen to questionswhenever you ask them.



1.What are Prestigious Fellowships?
Competitive, National/International, Individual

2.Why would you want one? 
Money, Prestige, Flexibility

3.How do you get one?
These are awarded to applicants.  Apply.

An application is necessary but not sufficient.
4.How are Fellowship applications evaluated?  Who is your audience?

Typically faculty members in your discipline. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ

5.How to put together a competitive application.
What do programs look for?  Can you give them more? Or better?



Benefits of Graduate Student Prestigious Fellowships

ÅMoney
ÅThese typically pay a stipend ($$$) and tuition
ÅOften include other forms of support (travel, operations)
ÅDo I have to give up my current assistantship?
Å Usually butΧ

ÅWhat about teaching?

ÅPrestigeτŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ άŎǾ-ŀōƭŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘ
ÅCan focus on your own research



Timing of Submission for the Fellowships

ÅDepends on the Fellowship. Some are designed to start when you start, 
some when you have reached a milestone, like passing Prelims.

ÅDeadlines vary with Program (NSFςFall; USDAςSpring)
ÅSubmit more than once if you can,in order to obtain feedback.

For NSF
ÅCan apply as an undergraduate BUT 
ÅOnly once as grad student (in Year 1 ORYear 2)*
Å *If you started this summer, you may need to apply now!!

ÅNSF has additional categories (interrupted, after B.S.)
ÅAt least 2-3 years of study left
ÅDue week of October 22 (day depends on subject)



NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program
·https://www.nsfgrfp.org/

· 2019GRFP application period is now open.
·Prospective applicants must read theProgram Solicitation, and 

apply for the 2019competition on the FastLaneportal.

·Eligibility Guidelines
·See the current Program Solicitationfor eligibility guidelines. Those 

already enrolled in graduate school may apply one time only. See 
section IV. Eligibility Information.

https://www.nsfgrfp.org/
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18573/nsf18573.htm
https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/grfp/Login.do
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18573/nsf18573.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16588/nsf16588.htm#elig
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18573/nsf18573.htm


Which fellowships to apply for?

ÅYour fit.  Are the programs trying to find you?
ÅGet feedback.

ÅFollow the money.  NSF gave 2000 awardsthis year. 
Å2000 awards/12,000 applications (17%)

ÅApplications for different fellowships are similar, but not 
identical.So you may want to apply for more than one.



What are graduate student prestigious fellowships?

ÅNational Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program
https://www.nsfgrfp.org/

ÅNSF is interested in individuals who are currently, or who will be enrolled in 
STEM disciplines, including social sciences, STEM education.

Å 3 years of support during a 5 year fellowship period
Å $34,000 to the fellow ($2,833/month), $12,000 to the institution for cost of 

attendance
ÅAccess to international travel funding and internship opportunities.

Å 2018: 2000 awards/12,000 applications

https://www.nsfgrfp.org/


What are graduate student prestigious fellowships?

ÅNational Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program
https://www.nsfgrfp.org/

Å Eligible:Applicants must be United States citizens, nationals, or permanent residents 
of the United States by the application deadline.

Å Not eligible:Extensive definition, read carefully but
· Practice-oriented professional degree programsΧ
· Clinical, counseling, business administration or management, social work, education 

(except in science and engineering education), or history (except in history of science) 
areas of graduate study are not supported. 

· Research with disease-related goals... However, research in bioengineeringΧthat 
applies engineering principles to problems in biology and medicine while advancing 
engineering knowledge is eligible for support. Bioengineering research to aid persons 
with disabilities also is eligible.

https://www.nsfgrfp.org/


NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program

·ά{ƛƴŎŜ 1952, NSF has funded over50,000 Graduate Research 
Fellowships out of more than 500,000 applicants.Currently, 42 
Fellows have gone on to become Nobel laureates, and more than 
450 have become members of the National Academy of 
Sciences.In addition, the Graduate Research Fellowship Program 
has a high rate of doctorate degree completion, with more than 70 
percent of students completing their doctorates within 11 yearsΦέ



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ b{C DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

É Personal Information (cv)

ÉEducation, Work and Other Experience; Electronic Transcripts; 

ÉProposed Field(s) of Study; 

ÉProposed Graduate Study and Graduate School Information

É Personal, Relevant Background and Future Goals Statement

É Graduate Research Plan Statement

É At least three reference letters (professional).  By November  2



What are graduate student prestigious fellowships?

·NIH Individual National Research Service Awards (Standard)

· Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Predoctoral 
Fellowship

· Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award Individual Predoctoral Fellowship to 
Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research

· The overall goal of the NIH Ruth L. KirschsteinNational Research Service Award (NRSA) program is to 
help ensure that a diverse pool of highly trained scientists is available in appropriate scientific 
disciplines to address the Nation's biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research needs. NRSA 
fellowships support the training of pre- and postdoctoral scientists, dual-degree investigators, and 
senior researchers. More information about NRSA programs may be found at the Ruth L. Kirschstein 
National Research Service Award (NRSA)website. 

·Due December 8, April 8, August 8, 2018-2021

https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellowships


What are graduate student prestigious fellowships?

ÅUSDAςNational Institute of Food and Agriculture Predoctoral
Å https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-

food-agriculture-natural-resources-and
· The NIFA Fellowships Program provides fellowships to outstanding predoctoralstudents 

to work on Challenge Areas in the food, agricultural, natural resources, and human 
sciencesat land grant universities.

·Must have advanced to Ph.D. candidacy. (Application deadline ???  Check!!)
· 2018 Applications $120,000/2 years. (Stipend $35,000/yr; regular grant)
· Funding rate: 16% 
·

BUT 2016-WSU got 6 of 8 applications funded. 2015 (2 of 2); 2014 (1 of 1)

Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research Fellows  (US Citizen?)
Applications for 2019-2021 will be released in December, 2018     https://ffarfellows.org/

https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-food-agriculture-natural-resources-and
https://ffarfellows.org/


ÅFord Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship
Å http:// sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/FordFellowships/PGA_047958
Å Three years of ($24,000) of support per year, expenses paid to attend a conference of Ford 

Fellows, and access to Ford Fellow Regional Liaisons. The Fordfellowship is a fantastic 
networking opportunity.

Å It is for Ph.D students from diverse backgrounds who are obtaining a Ph.D in a qualified field and 
who plan on becoming professors. The main goal is to increase diversity in higher education.

Å 1 in 30 applications won last year

ÅGilliam Predoctoral Fellowship
Å Administered by HHMI in the biomedical area  

Å (There is other HHMI research support for Vet and Med students)

Å Supports members of underrepresented groups who have passed prelims
Å Must be nominated (Sept 1; see me)
Å https://www.hhmi.org/developing-scientists/gilliam-fellowships-advanced-study
Å 1 in 5 of the accepted applications won awards last year

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/FordFellowships/PGA_047958
https://www.hhmi.org/developing-scientists/gilliam-fellowships-advanced-study


What are graduate student prestigious fellowships?

ÅDOE Computational Science Fellowship
https://www.krellinst.org/csgf/about-doe-csgf
Contact Lindsey with questions via phone to (515) 956-3696

ÅProgram is interested in interdisciplinary students who will use mathematics 
and computers to solve science and engineering problems.

ÅSeniors, B.S. or M.S. holders pursuingPh.D.  Apply no later than first year of 
Ph.D. program.

Å$36,000/year for 4 years, $1,000-$5,000 academic allowance, 12 week 
practicum in one of 21 DOE national laboratories or sites, including access to 
supercomputers, rigorous program of study

https://www.krellinst.org/csgf/about-doe-csgf


Some NSF Graduate Programs


