
WSU Jazz Auditions  

Fall 2020  
 

Application Deadline: Friday 8/21 at 11:59 pm  

Results Posted: Sunday 8/23  

 

Audition Requirements for Jazz Big Bands and/or Jazz Combos: 
 

• Submit an mp3 or a video link to the director of the Jazz Big Band, Gabe Condon, at 

Gabriel.Condon@wsu.edu.   

- It is preferred that you submit either an mp3 or video link, however, if you cannot 

submit either of these, please email Gabe Condon to set up an audition time via 

Zoom. The deadline to schedule a Zoom audition is Friday 8/14 at 11:59 pm. 

• Complete a survey by clicking on this link 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEu9RSI9mG_zE7OTou7X6I7g74UmJeI5

5zsk6vpwpDU9iIFQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Big Band Repertoire Requirements:  
 

• Required sheet music and backing tracks are found by clicking on this link 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XmfeBSUgnMXWfNlTworM29my1QE78nkU?u

sp=sharing 

   

Horns (Woodwinds and Brass)  

 

1. Required: Perform the first page of “A Greater Power” (play the part for your instrument) 

without accompaniment. 

2. Optional: Perform a prepared piece of your choice. 

3. Optional: Perform an improvised solo on “Feelin’ Blue” using the lead sheet and backing 

track provided.  Alternatively, you may also perform an improvised solo on a piece of 

your choice. 

 

Specialized Instruments: Lead Trumpet, Lead Trombone, Bass Trombone, Baritone 

Saxophone 

 

1. Required: Perform “Lone Stars” (play the part for your instrument) from the pickup to 

measure 134 to the end without accompaniment.   

 

Piano and Guitar 

 

1. Required: Perform the chords for the first page of “A Greater Power” (Play the part for 

your instrument).  

2. Required: Perform “Lone Stars” from measure 1 to measure 39 (Play the part for your 

instrument). 

3. Optional: Perform a prepared piece of your choice. 
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4. Optional: Perform an improvised solo on “Feelin’ Blue” using the lead sheet and backing 

track provided.  Alternatively, you may also perform an improvised solo on a piece of 

your choice. 

 

Bass 

 

1. Required: Perform an improvised walking bass line on the chords for the first page of “A 

Greater Power” (Bass part). 

2. Required: Perform “Lone Stars” AS WRITTEN from measure 1 to measure 39 (Bass 

part).  

3. Optional: Perform a prepared piece of your choice. 

4. Optional: Perform an improvised solo on “Feelin’ Blue” using the lead sheet and backing 

track provided.  Alternatively, you may also perform an improvised solo on a piece of 

your choice. 

 

Drums  

 

1. Required: Perform approximately 20 seconds of the following grooves: 

• Up-tempo swing (half note = 130 bpm)  

• Medium swing (half note = 60 bpm) 

• Samba (half note = 120 bpm) 

• Bossa Nova (half note = 55 bpm)  

• Ballad (quarter note = 55 bpm)  

2. Required: Perform “Lone Stars” (Drum part) from measure 134 to 152.  Perform while 

listening to the midi track on headphones (2:27 – 2:48)  

 

 

Combo Recording Requirements  
 

All Instruments:  

 

1. Perform a blues in the key of your choice.  Include the melody and 3 choruses of 

improvisation.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns about the audition process, please contact Gabe Condon at 

Gabriel.Condon@wsu.edu  
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