
10/28/21 

TO:  Kirk Schulz 
  President 
 
FROM:  Jeremy Griffin 
  Facilities Services Associate Director 

 
RE:  Authorization for Emergency Contract(s) and/or Purchases 
 
In accordance with RCW 28B.10.350(5) (regarding construction work, remodeling, or demolition) and/or 
RCW 39.26.130 (emergency purchases of goods or services), I am requesting a declaration of emergency 
in order to waive the competitive public bid process.   

The facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

 In late winter of 2021 we had a leak in the third floor of WSU property at 975 B Street.  
Unfortunately, due to COVID the property was not occupied, and the leak was not discovered until a 
review of exceedingly high utility records in April 2021.  Facilities has been working with WSU Real 
Estate to designate a path forward since that time.  It was decided in late August or early September 
that we would remediate the water damage on three floors of the structure.  The damage includes 
extensive mold throughout the structure, failure of surfacing materials on the main floor and basement, 
total loss of furniture and equipment throughout the structure.   In May 25 of 2021, our estimating team 
contacting Service Master in Moscow, Id. via email with photos requesting a site visit and quote and 
they did not respond.  We then contacted Kings Services of Lewiston, Id. on May 26, 2021 and had a site 
visit on 6/2/21.  The owner of the company let us know he would have a bid to us for the remediation 
within a few weeks to a month at most.  He has submitted nothing to us to date even with multiple 
email and phone call requests for reply.  The project remained stalled momentarily while we were 
working with the insurance company as well as discerning the correct path forward.  As stated above it 
was decided in early September to move forward with the remediation only, not a full restoration as the 
future plan for the building is to be sold.  We contacted IRS environmental services on 9/13/21 and they 
were onsite 9/16/21 for a review of the job.  They submitted their bid on 9/24/21.  We then submitted 
our funding request real estate for the remediation efforts and Shawna and Ryan approved on 
10/14/21.  We then submitted the PO to purchasing. This is a very challenging project due to the nature 
of the mold and damage that is continuing to grow in the house the longer we leave this situation 
lingering.    

The actions needed to correct the situation are as follows:   

Use IRS remediation company to remove all water damaged materials and equipment from the 
structure.  Contractor is available to start within the next three weeks which would give us a 
good chance of getting this job completed prior to snow flying. 

The condition described above qualifies as an emergency under the statute because It is likely to result 
in immediate physical injury to persons or property of the University in the absence of prompt remedial  

____________________________________________________________________________ 



In accordance with RCW 28B.10.350(5) and RCW 39.26.130, and based on the above recitation of the 
facts, I hereby declare the existence of an emergency and waive the competitive public bid process with 
respect to any contract or purchase needed to immediately correct/address the situation set forth 
above.   
 

__________________________          
Kirk Schulz      Date 
WSU President 


