
Keynote Speakers 
 
Morning - Linda Chalker-Scott, Ph.D. – The Essentials of How Plants Grow 
 

 
Bio:  Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott has a Ph.D. in Horticulture from Oregon State University and is an ISA 
certified arborist and an ASCA consulting arborist.  She is WSU’s Extension Urban Horticulturist and 
an Associate Professor in the Department of Horticulture, and holds two affiliate associate professor 
positions at University of Washington. Linda is the author of four books: the award-winning, 
horticultural myth-busting The Informed Gardener (2008) and The Informed Gardener Blooms Again 
(2010) from the University of Washington Press and Sustainable Landscapes and Gardens: Good 
Science – Practical Application (2009) from GFG Publishing, Inc. Her most recent book, How Plants 
Work: The Science Behind the Amazing Things Plants Do from Timber Press (2015), has received 
numerous national awards [American Horticultural Society best book award, best book award from the 
National Association of Agricultural Agents, and a National Science Teachers Association 
recommended book]. Most recently she is co-authoring an update of Art Kruckeberg’s Gardening with 
Native Plants of the Pacific Northwest (UW Press), slated to be published in 2019. Her efforts were 
recognized in 2017 by the Association for Garden Communicators who awarded her their first Cynthia 
Westcott Scientific Writing Award.  
 
Linda has also published extensively in the scientific literature and in popular magazines including 
American Nurseryman, Organic Gardening, and Fine Gardening. She also is one of the Garden 
Professors – a group of academic colleagues who educate and entertain through their blog and Facebook 
pages.  
 
"The Informed Gardener" webpage: www.theinformedgardener.com 
"The Garden Professors" blog: www.gardenprofessors.com 
"The Garden Professors" Facebook page - www.facebook.com/TheGardenProfessors  
"The Garden Professors" Facebook group - www.facebook.com/groups/GardenProfessors 
Books:  http://www.sustainablelandscapesandgardens.com  
 
 

 

 
 



Lunch - Marianne Binetti – Landscaping with Ground Covers – Stay Close to the Ground 
 

Stay Close to the Ground - but Make a Difference: How to use groundcover plants and gardening skills 
to save the world.  

Groundcover plant list:  

For woodland or light shade: ajuga, pachysandra, sweet woodruff, saxifrage, lamium, Lamium 'Beacon 
Silver' , Pulmonarias, wintergreen, vinca minor,  New Zealand brass buttons (Cotula) 

For deep shade: Lady's Mantle, Wild Ginger, Oxalis, Pachysandra, Pulmonaria, baby's tears, vinca 
minor, Piggy-back plant (Tolmiea)  

For part sun, park shade in small area or more formal area: huechera, black mondo grass, saxifrage, 
Lamium 'White Nancy' or "Aurea"  

For sun: hardy geranium, sedum 'Angelina', Mother of Thyme, Blue Fescue, Blue rug juniper, Stonecrop 
or sedums 

For lawn substitutes in sun: Elfin thyme, wooly thyme  

For lawn substitute in shade: Native mosses, Blue star creeper (Pratia pedunculata), Keniworth ivy, 
vinca minor 

Grouncovers that tolerate both deep shade and full sun: ajuga, Winter Creeper Euonymus, salal, 
Epimediums  

Groundcovers that stabilize a slope: Andorra juniper and other low spreading junipers,  packysandra, St. 
John's wort, winter creeper euonymus, salal, spreading cotoneaster, Fountain grass (Pennisetum 
coccinea 'Lowboy') 

Groundcovers for dry shade: Bellflower (campanula takesimana), Lily-of-valley bulb, Packysandra, 
vinca minor, salal 

Groundcovers for wet, poorly drained sites: Bog Rosemary, Sedge (Carex), Bleeding Heart, Chameleon 
plant (Houttuynia), Blue star creeper (Pratia)  

Groundcovers to block weeds is cracks and crevices: Pennyroyal (menta pulegium), rock-breaker 
saxifrage, sedums and small succulents, creeping thyme, Black mondo grass 

Groundcovers that hide mole and vole damage: lamiums, hardy geraniums, vinca, heucheras, Black 
mondo grass, Pulmonaria,  

 
 



            

Bio:  Marianne is a Northwest horticultural expert.  She has a graduated summa cum laude with a degree 
in Horticulture from WSU, writes a weekly syndicated garden column, has authored many books and 
leads tours to see great gardens around the world. She gardens on two acres in Enumclaw with the help 
of many  groundcovers to control the weeds.  

 
 
Speakers - First Morning Session 
 
Cyndi Stuart – Hellebores and Winter Interest 
 
Happiness with Hellebores (and other Winter Wonders) 
What should be a staple in the Northwest shade garden, but is so often over looked, Hellebores are a 
fantastic addition for showy winter interest.  While most everything else in your garden is sleeping, 
winter blooming Hellebores are in their glory.  However, given their bloom times and growth cycle, they 
are treated differently than your average perennial.  When do you fertilize, prune or mulch?  What 
varieties should I choose? Can I keep Hellebores in containers? Join Cyndi to learn more about 
Hellebore care and planning in your garden, as well as, about other winter plants for texture and interest. 

 



Bio:  Cyndi Stuart is a former field biologist, perennial plant buyer and now a full-time Earth-Friendly 
Farmer, garden speaker and author.  With more than 20 years of gardening experience on both a small 
and large scale in the Pacific Northwest, there is a deep well from which to pull tips, techniques and 
advice.   
 
 
Dana Kelley Brisette, Woodbrook Nursery – Landscaping for Wildlife Habitat 
 

Native Plants for Wildlife & People - The Reason for a Flower, The Reason for a Fruit 

Learn about which native plants are best for creating natural habitats for attracting wildlife to your yard. 
We will discuss different types of flowers that attract different pollinators and several species of native 
plants that produce berries for wildlife and people to eat. Native plants are good for wildlife and people! 
 

 

 

Bio: Dana Kelley Bressette has a bachelor’s degree in Ornamental Horticulture from Washington State 
University and a master’s degree in urban Horticulture from the University of Washington’s Center for 
Urban Horticulture.  For her master’s thesis she studied the Possible Causes of Decline for the Pacific 
Madrone (Arbutus menziesii). She worked for the Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma from 1987-
1992 in the production greenhouses at Point Defiance and at the W.W. Seymour Botanical 
Conservatory. Currently, she is the Plant Production Manager and Sales Consultant at Woodbrook 
Native Plant Nursery in Gig Harbor. She has written Garden Columns for the Peninsula Gateway and 
the Westside Home & Garden Blog and now maintains two websites for her 
writing: http://habitathorticulturepnw.com/ & a Native Plant Encyclopedia 
http://nativeplantspnw.com/.   Her family lives in a solar home built by her husband on 6 acres on the 
Key Peninsula.   

 
 



George Lasch – The Good, the Bad, and the Why Bother 
 
Ever wonder what makes a plant ‘garden worthy’? Why is it that some plans really are superior while 
others fail? Come and take a critical and opinionated look at what we buy, plant, and edit in our gardens. 
George will fearlessly lead us on a quest to decipher what attributes really matter when trying to choose 
the best plants. His decades in public and private gardens have distilled a knack for seeing plants and 
gardens in a keen editorial light. E very level and skill of gardener will be pushed to rethink the plants 
they choose or lose from their gardens.  

 
Bio:  George has been playing in the soil for his entire life. After studying plant science in high school 
he spent two years at Longwood Gardens near Philadelphia learning how to do many things and 
followed that with a year in England training to be a gardener. Having spent a decade or so working his 
way across the continent with stops at an estate near Chicago and a stint in the research greenhouses at 
Missouri Botanical Garden, he has settled in the Northwest. After a long weekend visit to Seattle, 
George found his home. For the past 28 years he has helped connect people and plants.  Working in 
many areas of horticulture has given him a broad base of experiences, a highlight being guiding the 
major renovation and regrowing of the large herbaceous border at the Bellevue Botanical Garden. Lately 
he continues to teach horticulture for a local community college as well as consulting, maintenance, and 
design. He enjoys sharing his knowledge and opinions with others who are passionate about plants.  
 
 
Lisa Taylor – Don’t Squish that Bug:  OPM (Organic Pest Management) for Gardeners 
 
Don’t Squish That Bug! Organic Pest Management for the Home Gardener 
What are all those things crawling and flying around your garden and are they dangerous? Join garden 
educator Lisa Taylor, author of “Your Farm in the City: An Urban-dweller’s Guide to Growing Food 
and Raising Animals” and the “Maritime Northwest Garden Guide” in a lively, hands-on session about 
insects in the garden. Almost every bug is either beneficial or feeds beneficial organisms so it’s 
important to know who is friend and who is foe. Participants will learn how to encourage beneficial 
creatures to live in their gardens.  
 



 
Bio:  Lisa Taylor is a freelance garden educator and author of the Maritime Northwest Garden Guide, 
2nd ed. and Your Farm in the City: An Urban Dweller’s Guide to Growing Food and Raising Animals. 
She is passionate about teaching everyone where their food comes from and how to grow it. Lisa 
developed her garden educator chops at Seattle Tilth where she developed and ran the children’s garden 
programs for two decades. Her garden programs provide hands-on experiences that introduce students of 
all ages to edible plants, worms, healthy eating, seed saving and other wonders of an organic garden. 
She is currently a Garden Educator in Residence teaching an original garden-based literacy curriculum 
at schools in Seattle and Shoreline, Washington. Lisa’s Garden Critter Academy is a puppet and music 
program that teaches about the importance of insects and spiders in our gardens. For Lisa, eating is the 
main reason for growing plants. 
 
 
Laurie Pyne – Plants, People and Pollinators 
 
Explore the interwoven relationship between bees (and other pollinators), humanity and the plants that 
sustain us all. We’ll cover the different types of bees that provide their priceless pollination services; 
what plants to add or start in your garden to help them and other steps you can take to help conserve this 
precious resource.  
 
Bio:  Laurie grew up in the Midwest, in a small town where connection, nature and family values 
formed the foundation of her professional and personal life that ultimately led her to Washington State. 
A deep and profound reverence, respect and love for the natural world has informed her gardening, 
writing, teaching, beekeeping and environmental conservation advocacy. She is president of the 
Olympia Beekeepers Association (2011-2017) and a Board Member for International Bird Rescue, 
Preserve the Dunes, Wild Rescue, and OBA.  She is also a Master Gardener and works with the 
Thurston County Master Gardeners providing pollinator education to kids and to new Master Gardener 
classes. 
 
 

Jim Kropf, Washington State University - Berries and Cane Fruits 

 



Berries, Vines, and Cane Fruits 

Learn about the production of small fruit crops in the home garden, including strawberries, raspberries, 
blueberries, blackberries, kiwi, and grapes. Topics covered will include cultivars, general production 
practices, and pest identification and management. 

 

Bio:  Jim Kropf is currently the Natural Resources Program Director for WSU Extension. He is also the 
Director of County Administration for the 39 county extension offices statewide. He also serves as 
interim lead for the Pierce County Master Gardener Program. He has been a faculty member for WSU 
Extension for 35 years. He was the Area Agronomist in Chelan and Douglas Counties for 14 years 
followed by four years as the Area Horticulturalist for Pierce and King Counties. In addition to 
providing technical production skills for farmers, he focused on direct marketing, training new farmers, 
and on-farm research related to horticultural crops. He has been in an administrative role since 1999. Jim 
was raised on a small diversified farm in western Washington. He has a B.S. and M.S. in Agronomy 
from Washington State University.  

 
Speakers for Second Morning Session 
 
Cyndi Stuart – Developing and Maintaining a Shade Gardening 
 
Shade gardening may seem easy in concept, just pick plants that like shade and DONE!  Not so easy in 
practice.  Do you have wet spots in your shade garden?  How about dry shade?  Poor or compacted soils 
due to all those tree roots?  Cedar trees overhead?  Oak?  Let’s take a look at the different climates and 
conditions within a shade garden and see what plants will thrive instead of just survive.  We can talk 
about the plethora of mistakes I’ve made so you can avoid the common pitfalls. 
 
For Cyndi’s Bio please see above (First Morning Session) 
 
 
Scott Vergara – Plant Diseases 
 
Pustules, Plagues, Poxes: Plethora of Pathogens Pestering Pretty Plants! 
 
We'll introduce you to a Systematic Approach to diagnosing plant damage caused by Plant Pathogens 
while looking at examples of some of the common diseases causing Wilts, Rusts, Mildews, Blights of 



stems and flowers, Spots on leaves, and Rots of fruits and roots of common ornamentals and native 
plants you'll encounter in the landscapes and natural areas of our region. 
 
Management of these diseases with emphasis on non-chemical controls where appropriate will be 
discussed. Additionally we'll touch on some new threats lurking about that bear keeping an eye out for 
their appearance. 
 
Resource list will be provided.  Beneficial to Master Gardeners and to new gardeners alike. 

 
Bio:  Scott has over 50 years of experiences with a multitude of different plants.   From collecting and 
breeding and propagating to growing and selling plants in both commercial (retail & wholesale) and 
hobbyist settings.  He started growing and selling cut flowers when he just turned 7 years old.  He 
currently owns The Bogs Of Doom© and Woodland Gardens near Port Orchard, WA and specializes in 
carnivorous plants (emphasis on hardy types) with additional interest in associated bog & aquatic plants.  
Scott has a Bachelor degree in Horticultural Science from The Ohio State University with major 
emphasis on plant breeding & genetics, micro propagation and minor emphasis on plant pathology and 
entomology and has conducted post-graduate work at Rutgers in ornamental plant breeding and plant 
pathology. He has travelled to Central and Eastern Tibet on a sanctioned plant/seed collecting expedition. 
Scott has worked at several botanical venues including as director for the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden in Federal Way, and has taught a wide selection of botany classes at both Olympic and 
South Seattle Community Colleges. 
 
 
George Lasch – Grasses and Bamboo for You 

Join us for a presentation by the opinionated gardener George Lasch to explore ornamental grasses and 
bamboos for gardens. A lively discussion about types, uses, care and maintenance of some of his 
favorite plants. Bring your questions, ideas and fears to a humorous and helpful presentation of this 
group of loved and loathed beauties. From dryland annuals to massive timber there just might be a 
Poaceae for you. 



 
For George’s Bio please see above (First Morning Session) 
 
 
Lisa Taylor – Growing Veggies Under Cover:  Greenhouses, Cloches, and Cold Frames 
 
Growing Under Cover: Getting the Most Out of Your Greenhouse, Cloche or Cold Frame 
Start your garden earlier and grow it later in the fall by using age-old techniques that lengthen the 
growing season. Join garden educator Lisa Taylor, author of “Your Farm in the City: An Urban-
dweller’s Guide to Growing Food and Raising Animals” and the “Maritime Northwest Garden Guide” in 
this fun class about how to get more out of your growing season. Explore different ways to extend the 
season such as constructing a low tunnel or building a cold frame. Explore vegetable varieties that 
perform best in a greenhouse or high tunnel. Learn how to maximize your greenhouse and get a jump on 
your spring garden. 
 
For Lisa’s Bio please see above (First Morning Session) 
 
 
Laurie Pryne – Pollinators in the Soil - No Bees, No Food 
 
We’ll look at our native bees, the food industry and the importance of soil health in maintaining healthy 
pollinator populations. From the ground up, we’ll discuss some simple steps you can take in your own 
yards and gardens to be even better stewards for pollinators. Helping to keep our bees, butterflies and 
other pollinators healthy keeps us healthy too!  
 
For Laurie’s Bio please see above (First Morning Session) 
 
 
Theresa Knutsen of Raintree Nursery – Unusual Garden Edibles 
 
Let's explore edible berries and fruits you might not be acquainted with but that perform quite well in 
our area.  Learn where they will work in your landscape, and in your kitchen.  
 



 
 
Bio:  Theresa has a Bachelor of Science in Horticulture from Washington State University, 1981. She 
has worked at Raintree Nursery for most of the last 20 years in a variety of capacities. Currently she 
manages the greenhouses and the propagation and production program of potted plants. She also teaches 
some of the classes Raintree Nursery offers, including Growing Fruits and Berries in Containers, 
Propagation, and For the Beginner. She has also given the Growing Fruits and Berries in Containers 
presentation at the Northwest Flower and Garden Show. 
 
 
Speakers Afternoon Sessions  
 
Scott Vergara – Walk around – Landscape Critique 
 
A Walkabout in search of the Right Plant in the Right Space! 
A lofty goal we set for ourselves in pursuit of gardening.  We may inherit or buy into a property that has 
become neglected or overgrown.  In some cases a landscape was anything but thought out with 
consideration and was simply a collection of plants and objects that the owner was attracted to at one 
time and placed about more as memory evokers rather than establishing an over all theme.  Nothing 
wrong with that but never be surprised how subsequent owners will deal with that random collection of 
hardy agaves or that cherished and most carefully tended boxwood topiary of a fox hunt in the English 
countryside.  Remember that the little sequoia seedling brought back from a summers travel will grow 
with time into a massive tree. 
 
During our walkabout of an established landscape we'll examine and discuss examples of the right plant 
being in the right place as well as examples of inappropriate plants &  wrong places.  Scott will give you 
ideas of ways to integrate a variety of plants throughout your landscape and what works well, where and 
most importantly why.  Emphasis on reducing "maintenance"/management time and costs 
 
For close up viewing you may wish to bring your loupe or magnifying glass. 
 
Caution:  Please be advised that this is an outdoor activity so appropriate footwear, sunhats, sunscreen 
should be worn.  Those new to gardening should be aware that many perfumes and such may attract 
unwanted attention of certain Hymenoptera. 
 
For Scott’s Bio please see above (Second Morning Session) 
 
 



Marianne Binetti – Using Ground Covers – Staying Close to the Ground 

Meet the groundcovers that do best in our climate and work "hands on" to divide and repot these hard 
working plants to solve the problem. Groundcovers will be arranged into groups depending on what 
problem they solve: deep shade, dry shade, full sun, slope, lawn substitute, mole damage and others.  

For detailed Ground Cover Plant list, please see above (Keynote Speakers – Marianne Binetti) 

For Marianne’s Bio please see above (Keynote Speakers) 
 
 
Lisa Taylor – Farm Walkabout and Tools Recommendations 
 
Garden Naturalist’s Farm Walkabout and Demonstration 
What’s that bug? Is this a weed? What are the best tools? Should I put in drip irrigation? Join Lisa 
Taylor, garden educator and author of the “Maritime Northwest Garden Guide” and “Your Farm in the 
City; An Urban Dweller’s Guide to Growing Food and Raising Animals” in a unique garden walkabout. 
We will wander the demonstration garden to explore plants and creatures. We will identify weeds, 
beneficial insects and pest critters. We’ll explore all manner of essential tools for the organic gardener. 
We’ll look at the best hand tools and some high-quality watering devices then we’ll learn how to keep 
them working in tip-top shape.  
 
For Lisa’s Bio please see above (First and Second Morning Sessions) 
 
 
Pierce County Master Gardener Propagation Group – Pierce County Master Gardeners of the 
Propagation Group   
 
Bio:  Presented by members of the PCMG ‘Propagation Studies Group.’ The Prop Group was started in 
the Fall of 1991 by a group of Pierce County Master Gardeners and has been in existence now for 16 
years. The Group has grown in knowledge and size over the years. They meet once a week on 
Wednesday morning from 9:30am to 12:30pm, from September to mid May and welcome all Master 
Gardeners to participate. In the summer months they work on the Four Seasons Garden at the Puyallup 
Demonstration Garden, where they showcase their propagated plants.  The Prop Group provides an 
enormous amount of unique and unusual plants for PCMG annual Plant Sale held the last weekend of 
April. 
 
 
Robert Cho, Owner of Asia Pacific Gardening, Inc.  – Chinese Bonsai 
 
Introduction  to bonsai through a discussion of its history, and then an introduction to novice to advance 
techniques of plant care and maintenance routines. Participants will learn how to select a tree, as well as 
trimming, pruning, potting, watering, techniques.  The workshop will also cover tips on preventing 
diseases, bacteria, and insects from infecting the trees by using regular household items such as cigarette 
butts and Tabasco Sauce. 
 
Bio: Robert Cho has always had an undeniable passion and appreciation for nature. He spent his 
childhood in Indonesia, moved to China when he was a young teen, and obtained a degree in Electrical 



Engineering in Tsinghua University, Beijing China.  After University, however, he answered his true 
calling and began his career in Bonsai in Asia in the 80’s, and eventually in the United States. 
 
From years of living in various weathered climates from the different places of residence throughout his 
life, Robert has developed unique Bonsai training techniques based in the Lingnan and Jiangsu style 
with splashes of influences of the Beijing and Min style.  Robert’s invaluable life experiences truly 
translate into a one of a kind interpretation of the Art of Bonsai. 
 
Today Robert works and resides in South King County, travelling between North American and Asia 
regularly, seeking unconventional experiences and new ideas.   In addition to teaching quarterly Bonsai 
classes at South Seattle Community College, and hosting lectures at various nurseries throughout 
Washington State, Robert is also an occasional guest instructor for the Kent and Snoqualmie Valley 
School District, making every possible effort to pass on the experience and knowledge to raise 
awareness for the Art of Bonsai for generations to come.  


