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What is Xeriscaping? 

 
Xeriscaping (zeri-i-scaping) is a type 

of landscaping that conserves water, 

using drought tolerant and native 

plants that are adapted to hot, dry    

climates, in conjunction with water    

saving techniques. 

Drought Tolerant Plants 

Trees & Shrubs 

Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster species) 

Creeping Oregon Grape (Mahonia repens) 

Arcadia Juniper (Juniperus Sabina ‘Arcadia’) 

Buffalo Juniper (Juniperus Sabina ‘Buffalo’) 

Scandia Juniper (Juniperus Sabina ‘Scandia’) 

Hall’s Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica ‘Halliana’) 

Black Locust (Robinia pseudocacia) 

Kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) 

Russian Olive )Elaeagnus angustifolia) 

Perennial Flowers 

Hens and Chicks (Sempervivum tectorum) 

Basket-of-Gold (Aurinia saxatilis) 

Cranesbill (Geranium sanguineum) 

Crown Vetch (Cornilla varia) 

Four O’Clock (Mirabilis jalapa) 

Stonecrop Sedum (Sedum species) 

Siberian Peasrush (Caragana arborescens) 

Hybrid Yarrow (Achillea species) 

Annual Flowers 

Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritime) 

Globe Amaranth (Gomphrena globosa) 

Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella) 

Cape Weed (Arctotheca calendula) 

Annual Coreopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria) 

Cosmos (Cosmos species) 

African Daisy (Arctotis stoechadifolia species) 

Dahlberg Daisy (Thymophylla tenviloba) 

Gloriosa Daisy (Rudbeckia hirta) 

Transvaal Daisy (Gerbera jamesonii) 

Scarlet Flax (Linum grandiflorum ‘Rubrum’) 

Geraniums (Pelargonium species) 

Sea Lavender (Limonium species) 

Morning Glory (Ipomoea species) 

Marguerite (Chrysanthemum frutescens) 

Cape Marigold (Dimorphotheca) 

Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora) 

Nasturtium (Tropaeolum majus) 

Parrot’s Beak (Lotus Berthelotii) 

Madagascar Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus) 

Annual Phlox (Phlox drummondii) 

California Poppy (Eschscholzia californica) 

Flanders Field Poppy (Papaver rhoeas) 

Prickly Poppy (Argemone species) 

Baby Snapdragon (Linaria maroccana) 

Snow-on-the-Mountain (Euphorbia marginata) 

Spider Flower (Cleome spinosa) 

Strawflower (Helichrysum bracteatum) 

Tidytips (Layia platyglossa) 

Verbena (Verbena species) 

Sweet William (Dianthus barbatus) 

Perennial Flax (Linum perenne) 
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Xeriscaping 
Art of the  

Arid Landscape 

 

For more information 
 visit the Master Gardener  

Diagnostic Clinic 
 May through September 

 Tuesdays 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
  

WSU Extension Office 
901 E 7th Avenue, Suite 2 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 
Phone: (509) 962-7507 

http://www.kittitas.wsu.edu 
www.facebook.com/mgofkittitas 

 

Like us on Facebook 



Mulches: 

Mulching of planting areas is an excellent 
way to conserve moisture.  Mulch reduces 
evaporative loss from the soil surface, en-
courages fibrous root growth close to the soil 
surface by cooling the surface during the heat 
of summer, minimizes weed growth, and de-
creases soil erosion.  

Bark chips, wood shavings, shredded leaves, 
and composted lawn clippings are good    
organic mulches.  Fresh manure or lawn  
clippings should not be used.  To discourage 
rodent activity, the mulch layer should not 
exceed three inches in depth.  

 

Use Water-Thrifty Plants: 

You need not landscape with rocks and cac-
tus to have water-thrifty plants in your land-
scape.  Many trees, shrubs, ground cover and 
grasses to fit into the xeriscape design.  The 
key is to group together plants of similar 
needs of water, sun or shade, and soil pH 
(acidity or alkalinity). 

 

Maintenance: 

Xeriscaping reduces maintenance cost and 
need for your precious time because plants 
use less water and grow more slowly. 

Before undertaking a xeriscape project, a 
plan should be developed to determine the 
type of plants desired.  Consideration of 
plant selection should be based upon a site 
assessment (topography, sunlight, slope, sur-
rounding vegetation) and upon the visual 
form of the group planting (height, shape, 
form, color, type of plant, and density of the 
canopy).  Other factors such as cover or food 
source for wildlife or recreational purpose 
may also be considered.    

distribution to ensure moisture penetration 
and to avoid runoff of excess water, applica-
tion rate should not exceed rate of infiltra-
tion.  If runoff occurs, decrease the applica-
tion rate by reducing water pressure or size 
of nozzle, or both.  

Another option is to increase the infiltration 
rate of improving soil structure (arrangement 
of soil particles) with the addition of organic 
matter, limiting compaction, applying a 
mulch, removing excess thatch, or aerating 
the soil. 

Watering of lawns and gardens should occur 
when the top 2-3 inches of soil are dry to the 
touch.  Water should be applied with the  
wetting front (visual difference in the color 
of soil from the water) is at 8 to 10 inches.  A 
soil probe or spade can be used to remove a 
soil “core”.  If shrubs or trees require water, 
the wetting front should be at 18 to 24 inches 
before discontinuation of water. 

 

Improve Your Soil: 

Different soils have different moisture needs.  
Soils are comprised of varying amounts of 
clay, silt and loam which give a “texture” to 
the soil.  Soils with a sandy (coarse) texture 
have high infiltration rates but low available 
water holding capacity (soil moisture availa-
ble to plants).  The opposite is true for clay 
textured soils.  Soil amendments may be  
necessary to increase either infiltration rate 
or moisture holding capacity.  Routinely   
incorporating compost or green manure crops 
or both into soil will gradually improve soil 
structure.   

Steps to a Successful      
Landscape 

Limit turf areas: 

An average family uses 800 square feet or 
less of lawn area.  Grass requires more water 
and care than any other plant in your land-
scape.  Kentucky bluegrass in general, is not 
well adapted to drought-prone sites.  With 
limited irrigation, it should be planted as a 
component of a seed mixture, not as a mono-
stand.  Turf type perennial ryegrasses have 
greater wear resistance than any other type of 
grass adapted to this region.  Perennial 
ryegrass like Kentucky bluegrass requires 
ample moisture and plant nutrients for a 
high, healthy stand.  Five-leafed fescues have 
lower requirements for nitrogen, water, and 
mowing in comparison with turf-like peren-
nial ryegrasses and Kentucky turf grass.  
They are well adapted  to shade where light 
intensity is too low for the favorable growth 
of other grasses.  Although turf-type tall fes-
cues does not have the turf quality of peren-
nial ryegrass or Kentucky bluegrass, it is 
generally better adapted to poorly drained 
soils or soils with a high soluble salt content, 
and areas that receive a minimum irrigation.  
Bentgrass should never be used even in a 
mix under eastern Washington conditions. 

 

Irrigate efficiently: 

To reduce the amount of evaporative loss, 
the best time to water most plant species is in 
the early morning.  Lawns can be watered 
during the evening without concern of foliar 
disease. 

Lower temperatures and higher humidity 
during the evening will dramatically reduce 
evaporative loss.  Also, wind speed is usually 
much lower, resulting in a more uniform  


