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dedicated to promoting research-based horticultural practices at the 78th Street Heritage Farm and other venues across 
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Clark County Master Gardener Volunteer Hours for 2013 Breaks Record! 
 Thanks to everyone who volunteered with our program in 2013. 

180 Master Gardeners recorded 15,613.5 hours of service and reached 11,254 members of 

the community. That’s the fourth largest number of hours of all Master Gardener 

programs in the state of Washington and our high-

est number to date! Keep up the good work! 

Data from WSU-MG Program Coordinator 

Erika Johnson  Erika.johnson@clark.wa.gov 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5738 

HELLEBOREANS AWAKE !  

Honey Hill Farms communications 
We are opening later than usual this year because the cold spell 

in early winter nipped the buds and blossoms of some of the 

plants that were already almost ready to go into pots. We didn’t 

lose any plants, although new records were set, both of low 

temperature and of the length of time the cold lasted. The hardiness to cold 

of established plants of H.xhybridus  (“Lenten Rose”) is well established, 

but our plants of H.xnigercors (“Honeyhill Joy“) 

and H.xsternii also came through un-

harmed. 

We have waited until undamaged 

blooms have appeared before opening. 

As always, an appointment is neces-

sary, obtained by calling 503-292-

1817. Saturdays are the easiest for us, 

and we are closed on Wednesdays and 

Sundays, except for our participation in 

the Hillsdale Farmers Market on alter-

nate Sundays beginning this coming 

Sunday, “Honeyhill Joy” is the most 

popular of our plants,  because of its vigor, the outfacing presentation of its 

flowers, and  the towers of white blooms that it seems eager to produce. 

The popularity is documented by the sales record: 3,898 plants were sold 

by Terra Nova (the hybridizer) in the third quarter of 2013.  

Editor’s Note: Honey Hill Nursery is a quality grower of Hellebores. 

from a most recent email: Good people, We must close the nursery for 

this year. The past week of warm weather has opened the flowers on many 

of our hellebores, and almost all of the flowers are in very bad condition-- 

▲Gardening with seniors at the 

Fisher’s Landing Senior Living 

Center; Mentoring fun in 2013. 
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Honey Hill Farms continued,  small, on very weak stems and 

much fewer than normal. We attribute the damage to the record pro-

longed and severe cold spell in December. Whatever the cause, we 

will not sell plants in such bad condition and will devote our time to 

nursing them back to their usual beauty.  

We hope to welcome them (and you) back next year. Thank you for 

understanding and your past patronage.  

Peace, Jim 

Honey Hill Farms is a must see for your spring 2015 Bucket List! 

▲ Damaged leaves and flowers from black 

death. More damage information caused by 

severe winter weather can be found in the 

book Hellebores, a Comprehensive Guide 

by C. Colston Burrell and Judith Knott Ty-

ler. The book is a Timber Press publication. 

Road Trip for Educational Credits 

News from Emily Stevenson  estevenson@co.skamania.wa.us 

Skamania County Noxious Weed Program, WSU Extension, and the Co-

lumbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management Area are gearing up for the 

third annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest workshop in Stevenson, 

Washington on March 20! A complete agenda will be available soon. 

Also, you can find registration information  

http://www.skamaniacounty.org/

NOX_WEED/2014NOX_WEED_INV_SPECIES_FORM.pdf 

 We will again be offering recertification credits for Oregon and Wash-

ington pesticide applicator’s licenses. Please forward to anyone you 

think may be interested.  Bring a lunch, coffee and tea are provided.

 Anyone interested in attending for carpooling contact Heather Lund 

at 360-980-0796 

Make new friends at the invasive species workshop; it is a scary class!▲ 

Mason Bees Keep us Natural 

On Wednesday, December 18th seventeen Master Gardeners attended a workshop on cleaning 

mason bee cocoons. We arrived at the head house with bee condos in hand, some plastic, easy-

to-open, some paper-lined tubes in metal cans, and one a bamboo house with bamboo straws. 

Each was filled with cocoons lining the chambers, and mud plugs separating each cocoon from 

the next. Mason bee expert, Mark Hallenbeck instructed us in scraping the cocoons onto a 

newspaper and gently wiping off the debris covering them. As each cocoon was processed, we 

inspected them for signs of infestation by mites or the presence of parasitic wasps, some adults 

of which could be found dead within the chambers and on and in the cocoons. Next, the co-

coons were placed in a bowl of warm bleach water (one tablespoon per gallon) where we 

◄ Photo Susan Sanders   swished them around and let them stay for ten minutes, further releas-

ing debris. Empty cocoon shells sank, while those with pupae in them floated. 

Cocoons are waterproof, so they are not affected by sitting in water. Next, the 

cocoons were moved into a bowl of cool clear water, to rinse off the bleach. 

Then the cocoons were dried on a paper towel and put in a lidded container for 

travel back home. We were also instructed to bleach wash the nesting blocks 

before using them again. The clean cocoons are to be kept in a cool dry place, 

away from possible predators and pests until spring, at which time we are to 

put them in "the attic" or top area of the nesting block and wait for them to 

emerge, starting the whole cycle again.  Mason Bee cocoons in chamber ► 
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Foundation Office Location 

78th Street Heritage Farm 

1919 NE 78th Street 

Vancouver WA 98665 

360-397-6060 ext. 5706 
 

Web Page: 

http://www.mgfcc.com 
 

President:   Judy Hargreaves 

j.hargreaves@comcast.net 

Vice President:  Fran Hammond 

reh5286@aol.com 

 Secretary: Jim Cave 

jcave9@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Libby Adcock 

AdcockLibby@gmail.com 

 

Directors:  

Cheryl Cazenave 

bcazenave@aol.com 

Marie Ogier 

marieogier@comcast.net 

 Nancy Funk 

nancysgarden6@gmail.com 

Burke Harris 

burke@soundtracks.com 

Sharon Kitashima 

 snokit@msn.com 

 Executive Administrator: 

Judy Chamberlain  

jacflash99@comcast.net 

 

Wednesday Garden 

& Greenhouse Team 

leader’s names. 

Please contact Judy 

to find a favorite 

plant team. Come 

Wednesdays at 

10 AM and meet new friends. 

News from the Master Gardener Foundation Board  

Note from board member Marie:    We are excited to announce that-

Judy Hargreaves has been elected President for 2014.  

Fran Hammond is Vice President, 

James Cave is Secretary. 

Joseph Ziemba had to step aside for family commitments. Libby 

Adcock has been brought into the board for a year. Libby has also been 

elected Treasurer. 

Note from Judy Chamberlain: 
We also want to remind you that anyone can attend a board meeting. 

So if you have something on your mind or just want to watch your 

board in action, please feel free to attend our next meeting. The board 

meets the first Tuesday of every month (except for August) at 9:00 in 

the conference room at the 78th Street Heritage Farm. 

From our new President: 

The Gardening volunteers are very busy at the greenhouses. A big group, in-

cluding a number of the new graduates, came to a volunteer meeting with 
Nancy Funk for the Mothers' Day Weekend Plant Sale. We have the plants 

ordered for the Welcome to Washington Sign which will feature a big Ever-

green tree (Emerald Falls Dichondra) in a field of red and pink fibrous bego-
nias. Quite a few of the new graduates have become members of the Founda-

tion and came to the recent Tuesday evening meeting. We enjoyed two out-

standing speakers, Master Gardeners Joseph Ziemba, speaking on Jefferson 
and his Monticello Gardens and Diana Chernofsky who gave us a slide tour 

of the national Master Gardener Conference she attended 

in Alaska.  

The new shed is in progress, the house plant greenhouse 
is loaded and members are bringing plants from their 

gardens to split into starts for the Plant Sale. We are an-

ticipating a great year. 
Trying something new: Here are two of my newer fig 

trees (like Garden Sentinels) wrapped in house insulation 

and black plastic. Received an Email from one of the 

area nurseries with the recommendation for a big sum-
mer fruit production--crossing my fingers with the freez-

ing snow. Editor’s Note: I asked Judy for a picture of herself...so this is sweet! ▲ 

 

Judy Hargreaves President MGFCC 2014  

Children’s Garden Presentation Team – seeking members 

Our newest project team is a Children's Gardening Presentations out-

reach team. We get several requests every year to present to school 

children. But to date, we haven’t had any curricula developed and 

ready to go. Members of this team will put together kits for in-class or 

in-garden presentations to respond to these community requests. A 

core group of members will bring their educational backgrounds to the 

development of the activities while others, who may not be as comfort-

able developing activities, but wish to help teach them, are sought to 

help do the periodic presentations. If you are interested in assisting 

with presentations for children, please contact Barbara Nordstrom, 

GrowSmiles@hotmail.com or 360.256.3704.  

mailto:GrowSmiles@hotmail.com
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WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 

Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your 

local WSU Extension office.  

Coordinator's Corner 

News from Erika 

  

WSU Extension 

Clark County 

Master Gardener 

Program 

The Heritage Farm 

 1919 NE 78th St. 
PHONE: 

360-397-6060 

FAX:  

360-397-6122 

 

PROGRAM CONTACTS 

The Answer Clinic 

mganswer-

clinic@clark.wa.gov 

 360-397-6060 Ext. 5711 

 

MG Program 

Coordinator 

Erika Johnson 

Erika.johnson@clark.wa.gov 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5738 

 

 

Dr. Charles Brun 

Educational Advisor 

brunc@wsu.edu 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5701 

  

  

On-the-Road Events 

Cathy Green 

egweniger@gmail.com 

 

 

Heather Lund 

Newsletter Editor 

h.a.lund@comcast.net 

Publication on Alternate 
Months 

Deadline the 15th of the 

month before publication. 

Happy New Year! 2014 promises to be another exciting year for the Master 

Gardener program. It started with a bang, with two four-part workshop series: 

Home Fruit Tree Orchard Care and Get Growing: Introduction to Vegetable 

Gardening. These classes offer a hands-on, interactive, in-depth education on 

two core topics for gardeners. Additional workshops to watch for include a 

landscaping series, three learn and serve workshops at Pacific Park, and four 

on Natural Gardening. The On the Road Tour team recently hashed out some 

ideas for this year's tours. Keep an eye out for tours to the Columbia Gorge, 

Sauvie Island, and parts south. 

The Growing Groceries program has undergone a significant change. Instead 

of training community members to serve as Grow-

ing Groceries Mentors, already trained and com-

mitted Master Gardener volunteers will serve as 

mentors with area school, senior and community 

gardens. The education component will still hap-

pen, in the form of Get Growing (mentioned 

above). In short, we will no longer have two sepa-

rate volunteer programs - Master Gardeners and 

Growing Groceries - but rather just the one; Master Gardeners. This should 

reduce the confusion, overlap, and administrative duplication with running 

two similar but separate programs. 

 

As usual, there will be many community events with booths to staff, presenta-

tions to deliver, and exhibits to develop and design - the 

Clark County Fair, the Home and Garden Idea Fair, Earth 

Month, and much, much more. Please keep an eye out on 

my weekly emails and pipe up with abandon as you see 

activities you can help out with; none of this is possible 

without YOU! Thanks! 

Erika Johnson  WSU-MG Program Coordinator 

Please check out the agricultural and horticultural E news-
letters from WSU. One of the editor’s  favorites 

is On Solid Ground 

Contact Rachael Webber for your addition: 

rcwebber@wsu.edu 
Learn about WSU entomology projects at  

http://www.entomology.wsu.edu. 

Learn more about crop and soil sciences at http://css.wsu.edu/  

http://wsu.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=3cd4b2a328519c34e51f46c1d&id=d123940eca&e=89bda15259
http://wsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3cd4b2a328519c34e51f46c1d&id=53558c0e37&e=89bda15259
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Barbara Nordstrom has provided this list of teams and committees to help newcomers 

find a place to enjoy their volunteer hours: 
WSU Extension established the Master Gardener Program in 1973 in Seattle, WA. In 1976 the Clark 

County WSU Extension Service began training local volunteers to serve as garden education para-

professionals. Each year, at their own expense, more than 50 new volunteers complete training in science-

based, sustainable gardening practices. 

 

Once trained, these dedicated volunteers give back to the community with a personal commitment of at 

least 85 hours of community service performed during a two-year period and continue with at least 35 

hours in successive years (many volunteers put in much more!) Today, over 200 Master Gardeners actively 

serve gardeners throughout Clark County.  

 

Thanks to the leadership of Erika Johnson as Clark County Master Gardener Program Coordinator over the 

last two years, our Master Gardener program has been transformed. She has seen where the program can be 

updated and/or expanded and created a variety of Master Gardener lead teams to determine what to do, how 

to do it, and then work to incorporate the changes. Here are the teams that Erika has initiated along with 

some of their accomplishments. 

Answer Clinic Team 

One of the main reasons for the founding of the Master Gardener pro-

gram is to answer the public’s gardening questions. The answer clinic 

team has streamlined and made the answer clinic more accessible both to 

those with questions and the Answer Clinic Expert (ACE) on duty. They 

have developed and updated the resource manual, cleaned out and added 

new resources to the book library, updated website favorites and the bul-

letin board, designed and developed an electronic log book, and trouble-

shot staffing and other challenges in the clinic.    ►Michele Huffman 

          works the clinic ▲ 

Erika created a team of over 50 Master Gardeners; they cover all shifts in the answer clinic creating consis-

tency in the answers. In addition, the daily log is available to all Master Gardeners through the Sharepoint 

site.  

Farmer’s Market Leaders 

Mobile answer clinics are held at local farmer’s markets thanks to the leadership of Susie Bjor-

dahl, Jane Johnson, Nancy Sayan, and Stephania Potter and Loran Mate; Master Gardener 

booth coordinators for the Vancouver, Battle Ground, Camas, and Salmon Creek farmers’ mar-

kets, respectively. Their duties include serving as a liaison with market staff, scheduling Mas-

ter Gardener shifts, ensuring that outreach supplies are stocked, and recording visitor data in the volunteer 

database.  

Clark County Fair Committee 

The following team developed the educational themes and designed and set up this year’s award winning 

Master Gardener Clark County Fair exhibit. Art and Sue Feigion brought institutional memory, general 

oversight, and daily coordination as they have for the last 20 years, while Carolyn Gordon, DJ Miles, 

Ginny Dimick, and Joy Olsen led the charge on the edible landscape exhibit. Michele Huffman put the con-

tinuously looping presentation together and designed and created Ag Bites – fun facts about Washington’s 

agricultural history. Barbara Nordstrom and Roberta Doster designed the children’s activities. Ginny 

helped with overall exhibit coordination and brought everything including her kitchen sink! Bekah Marten 
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sewed bean bags for the pest/pollinator bean bag toss. Barbara and Joy 

developed the first annual Garden Educator’s Poster Competition. 

Special thanks to Art and Sue Feigon.  

 

Photo caption: Art and Sue started volunteering at the fair when Sue 

was a 4-H leader in 1987; 27 years ago, in the horse area. Sue also as-

sisted in Open Class Floral.  In 1998 Sue took on the job of Superin-

tendent of the Open Class Floral Dept. from Aleta Porter who then 

became the Asst. Supt. and Art took on the role of Floral Building Re-

furb/Setup/Teardown and became Asst. Supt. in 2001.  In 2011 Art 

became a Director on the Fair Board representing the Master Garden-

ers while Sue remains Supt of the Open Class Floral Dept. Thank you 

to Art and Sue! 

Garden Mentors (Formerly Growing Groceries) Leadership Team 

All aspects of leadership for this program are overseen by Dean Sutera, Fran Hammond, Carolyn Gordon, 

Kris Potter. The group develops trainings class, places mentors at garden sites, communicates and collects 

data from mentors, and celebrates their accomplishments. 

Marketing Team 

The marketing team includes Beth Goodnight, Bekah Marten, Elaine Meis, and 

Diane Clevenger. Beth designs our gorgeous literature – flyers, brochures, pam-

phlets, booklets, etc.  Bekah takes that information and creates short blurbs, 

which the team sends out to dozens of organizations such as newspapers, list 

serves, etc. Bekah is also the genius behind the Master Gardener Facebook Page. 

She comes up with creative postings several times each week – including posting 

photos where she asks people to guess where they were taken, quizzes, a scaven-

ger hunt this spring, and more.  Her attention to this site has resulted in the num-

ber of people who “like” us to increase to 1,144! Elaine Meis does outreach for 

our library workshop series and our Natural Garden series. Diane Clevenger ad-

vertises On the Road Tours.  ►Photo from Bill Roberts of Bekah Marten    ► 

Newsletter team 

The newsletter team designs and publishes The Garden News Master Gardener newsletter six times each 

year. With Heather Lund as designer and editor, Elizabeth Ladd, Elaine Meis, and Roberta Doster help gen-

erate articles, photos, book reviews, recipes and more. Many other Master Gardeners contribute as well.  

On the Road 

The On the Road team brainstorms places to tour, conducts pre-trip site visits, works with site hosts, drives 

the vans, and liaises with tour participants and site staff. The team is led by Cathy Green and includes Ray 

Peterson, Celeste Lindsay, Karen Plitt, Phil Scott, Italia LaRuffa, Loran Mate, Sylvia Bailey, Peg Agar, Ju-

dith Parke, Kit Stowell, Laura Stephens, Sharon Ackerman, Sue Fredrickson, Stephania Potter, Mary 

Young, Lynn Tidland, and Monica Dailey.  

◄Photo left Beth Goodnight  Web Site Team  

Erika, in partnership with Clark County Environmental Services, Clark 

County Public Health, and the Food System Council lead the redesign and 

development of a local resource with information on how to build and sus-

tain community gardens (community, senior, or school garden), including 

tips and techniques for building a leadership team, setting garden rules, and 
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 More from page 6 submitted by Barbara Nordstrom         for schools – funding information and links to 

curricula. Beth Goodnight designed the site. Check it out at http://communitygrown.org.  

Workshop team 

The workshop team generated ideas for this year’s Pacific Park Learn and Serve workshop series – choos-

ing topics, finding speakers, and coordinating the events. Ginny Dimick, Laura Heldreth, and Mary Cow-

perthwait delivered three garden workshop/presentations for Clark College ESL classes, along with help 

from Judy Hargreaves and Karen Palmer.  Eloyce O’Connor developed and coordinated a series of four gar-

den workshops in conjunction with Fort Vancouver Regional Library. Workshops included presentations by 

Karen Palmer, Gudrun Mahrt, and Carolyn Gordon. Other workshop team members are Cindy Withrow and 

Monica Daily. 

In addition to these teams, there are Master Gardeners who are involved in many other activities throughout 

our community including; working at the Clark County Fair and the Home & Garden Idea Fair, school, sen-

ior, and community gardens, the Fort Vancouver demonstration garden and the 4-H Restorative Community 

Service project. Thank you to all Master Gardeners for their contributions to our community and who regu-

larly record their hours. In 2013, 180 Master Gardeners recorded 15,613.5 hours of service and reached 

11,254 members of the community! 

Thank you Erika for your vision and guidance; you have made an incredible difference in the last two 

years that the Clark County Master Gardeners has been under your leadership!  

Master Gardener Foundation (MGFCC) 

The Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County helps support the Master Gardener Program and all that 

it does. The foundation heads up multiple projects that are vital to the success of the Master Gardener pro-

gram. The foundation is lead by a nine-member board of directors who serve for three years and an execu-

tive administrator.  

All leadership roles are voluntary and unpaid. Special thanks to Judy Chamberlain, Executive Administrator 

for her tireless work on behalf of Master Gardener and Master Gardener Foundation programs. Thank you 

to all those who have previously served on the Master Gardener Foundation board including the outgoing 

board members Dean Sutera, Peg Schauer Joseph Ziemba and Willy Wyffels and present board members: 

Nancy Funk,  Sharon Kitashima, Fran Hammond, Burke Harris, Marie Ogier, Jim Cave, Cheryl Cazenave, 

Libby Adcock, and Judy Hargreaves. Thank you to 2013 officers: Peg Schauer, president; Marie Ogier, vice

-president; Fran Hammond, secretary; and Joe Ziemba, treasurer. 

All board meetings are open to Master Gardeners; feel free to attend. Meetings 

are the first Tuesday of every month (except for August) at 9:00 in the confer-

ence room at the 78th Street Heritage Farm.  

◄Photo of Sharon, she participates at the County Fair Floral event, too. 

MGFCC Monthly Meetings 
The Master Gardener Foundation holds monthly educational meetings at the 

CASEE Center on the first Tuesday evening of the month except for January 

and August. Meetings are free and open to all foundation members, Master Gar-

deners, and the public. MGFCC advertises these meeting in a number of news-

papers and circulars so that the public is aware of these meetings. Sharon Ki-

tashima is responsible for setting up the guest speakers and the foundation presi-

dent normally runs the meeting. Alice Pofahl takes care of hospitality for the 

evening meetings.  Food is provided by volunteer donors. 

MGFCC Annual Plant Sales and Greenhouse work parties 

Plant sale and greenhouse leaders are Nancy Funk and Julie Carlsen. They head the weekly Wednesday 

Greenhouse work parties year round. During the seedling growing season there are team leaders for each of 

the main areas; annuals (Phil Gulling), herbs (Paula Reynolds), tomatoes (Julie Bruning 2014, Al Pavelko 

2013), greens and brassicas (Judy Chamberlain), hot/tender veggies (Karen Palmer), tender perennials 

http://communitygrown.org
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 More from page 7, submitted by Barbara Nordstrom         (Fran Hammond), house plants (Wanda 

Wilson), and hardy perennials (Julie Carlsen). Besides the two-day Mother's Day weekend plant sale, the 

foundation grows and sells fall veggie starts during the fall Harvest Fun Days, sponsored by the Clark 

County Historical Society. In 2013 the Annual Plant Sale raised an all time high of over $40,000! 

Dig Team  

The "Dig Team" headed by Julie Carlsen goes to people’s homes or busi-

nesses and digs up unwanted plants, trees and shrubs, and brings them back 

to the greenhouses, where they are divided, potted and then sold at the an-

nual plant sale. 

Gardening Books and MGF Clothing  

The Master Gardener Foundation sells horticulture-themed books and foun-

dation branded apparel to raise funds for the grant program. Karen Meharg recently took over the coordina-

tion of selling the apparel from Marie Ogier. Book sales are headed up by Karen Palmer and Betty Teunes-

sen.  

Grants to Community Horticulture Programs  

The Master Gardener Foundation awards horticulture grants to area school, community gardens, and local 

garden projects each January. The board of directors is responsible for budgeting and awarding these grants, 

which benefit our entire community. 

 

I-5 Welcome Sign  

The I-5 sign planting has been headed up by Sandy Burckhard and Nancy Funk, and soon to be headed by 

Cheryl Cazenave and Judy Hargreaves. Thanks to their dedication, and the work of dozens of Master Gar-

dener volunteers, each year drivers are welcomed to our state with flowers and plants inside the shrub out-

line of Washington State. 

Plant Sale Holding Area  

MG Foundation volunteers staff the Specialty Nursery Association of Clark County (SNACC) holding area 

for plant sales during the Clark Public Utilities Home and Garden Idea Fair as a Fundraiser for the founda-

tion. Volunteer coordination is headed by Treca Selkregg 

78th Street Heritage Farm Community Garden  

As part of our greenhouse lease contract with the county, MGFCC manages the 78th Street Heritage Farm 

Community Garden. This is headed up by Willy Wyffels, Betty Teunessen, Karen Palmer, Jan Kelly, and 

Sharon Kitashima. 

From Erika:  In addition to these teams, there are Master Gardeners who are 

involved in the other activities throughout our community including; working at 

the Clark County Fair and the Home & Garden Idea Fair, school, senior, and 

community gardens, the Fort Vancouver Interpretive Garden and the 4-H Re-

storative Community Service project. Thank you to all Master Gardeners for their 

contributions to our community and who regularly record their hours. In 2013, 

180 Master Gardeners recorded 15,613.5 hours of service and reached 11,254 

members of the community! 

Master Gardener Endowment  
In 2008, Clark County Master Gardeners started an endowment fund to provide stable funding for the Clark County 

Master Gardener Program. An endowment is a permanent fund whose principle is invested to generate income which 

provides financial support for an organization. Interest generated annually from our endowment comes directly to us 

to support the Master Gardener program.  

Four percent of the interest is available for use each year. The principle is never drawn down and as it grows, more 

funds will be available each year. Currently, almost $5000 is available each year to support the Master Gardener 

Program. 
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In cooperation with Clark County and Washington State University, the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County is 

dedicated to promoting research-based horticultural practices at the 78th St. Heritage Farm and other venues across 

Clark County through education, consultative programs and experiences which preserve or enhance our environment. 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of non-compliance 

may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.  

 

The market value of the Master Gardener endowment reached 

$133,681.00 with this year's winter campaign; up from $87,000 this 

time last year. Thank you to all who gave. 

Contributors in 2013 by contribution category are: 
 

Visionary ($5000+): Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County, 
Adams Foundation, William & Janice Link 

 

Cornerstone($2,500-$4,999): Karen Palmer & John Emmett 
 

Patron ($1,000-$2,499): Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 

 

Sponsor ($500-$999): Carol Chandler, Maan & Dixie Jawad, Josephine & Howard Scalone, Peg Schauer & Willy 
Wyffels and Wayne Chandler for matching donations. 

 

Founder ($1-$499): Jac Arnal, Janis L. Robertson, Robert & Roberta Bellomy, Steve Hiestand, Barbara Hedges, L. 
A. & Barbara Liljeqvist, Brenda Jo Miles, Carolyn W. Gordon, Christine Tobkin, Michael & Cynthia Withrow, Cyn-

thia Heise-Swartz, Kathi & Daniel Graves, Judith & Dean Sutera, Deanna Hastings, Gene & Dorothy Estribou, Eliza-

beth Adcock, John & Elizabeth Moritz, Albert & Eloyce O'Connor, Erika Johnson, Christopher & Judith Bice, Karen 
Meharg, Laura L. Wilkinson, Lydia Casey, David & Kay Mackay, Margaret Habecker Bates, Gary & Marie Ogier, 

Mary Kilway, Maureen Humbert, Meredith Hardin, Richard Bernards, Richard &Roberta Doster, Arthur & Roberta 

Ricchiuti, Edward & Sally Fisher, Susan Vonrosner, Toivo Kankkonen, Beth Goodnight, Marilyn & Bruce Hall, Lisa 

& Christafor Sundstrom, Paul & Diana Chernofsky, Frances Hammond, Judith Hill, Judith M. Zeider, Kirk & Judy 
Chamberlain, Laura Heldreth, Roy & Marie Rich, Martha M. Minnich, Merle Cisney, Michele Huffman, Nichole 

Reitzenstein, Patricia Somsel, Sally Greenlee, Suzanne Michalik, Sylvia Louise Bailey, Jerry 

& Viola Calvert, Robin Palmer, Peg Agar, Sherry Kam, George Sepelak & Heather Lund, Ju-
dith Fick, Marilyn Brown, Mary Jo Muskat-Brun & Charles Brun, Portland Nursery, Hardy 

Plant Society of Oregon—Clark County chapter. 
 

If you made a donation and your name is missing from this list, please notify Erika Johnson at 
Erika.d.johnson@wsu.edu or 397-6060 x 5738. Thanks! 

 

Donations are made to: WSU Foundation 

CAHNRS/WSU Extension, PO Box 646228, Pullman, WA 99164-6228. 

Include account #17A-7246-4432 on your check. 

R.I.P. my Rosemary bush!  Winter plant damage has gone ahead with my Heuchera plants 

looking worse than the Hellebores.  For the next newsletter it would be nice to have an article concerning 

what froze out for people, then what is a better variety to plant.  I hope the Herb team will have winter 

hardy varieties of Rosemary this May sale.  Before the big snow, my hydrangeas were already breaking 

bud and neighbors have been asking if theirs will survive the cold?  How about your fuchsias and dahlias? I 

admit I was too lazy to dig the dahlias; I did mulch them well, so I wonder which will survive? 

♣ Articles for the March newsletter are due Feb 15th.  Plant sale team leaders, please send in your 

lists as an Excel file, not a Word table. 

♣ Anyone interested in writing an article on herbicide contamination in compost??? 

♣ Newsletter is always in need of recipes and book reviews. 
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We are pleased to announce that the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County (MGFCC) 

has won the bid to host the state WSU Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference in 

2015. The conference will be held at the Hilton in downtown Vancouver September 16-19. 

Previously, MGFCC hosted the 2010 conference, which was a tremendous success with near 

record attendance. For those who may be intimidated by the title of the conference, it is open to 

all Master Gardeners and some even take a spouse or friend along to make it a mini vacation. There are tours, a key-

note address, interesting seminars on multiple topics, and many opportunities to get to know and learn new ideas 

from Master Gardeners around the state. It is also a great opportunity for Clark County to showcase our many out-

standing tourist opportunities and of course our GREAT Master Gardeners. 

We will need your help! In 2010 we had about 80 volunteers and discovered a lot of hidden talents in our midst. We 

will soon be setting up committees for the various conference activities. We will need help with speaker selection, 

rounding up silent auction donations, setting up the online registration system, organizing the MG Marketplace 

(conference store), organizing and leading tours, to name a few. Then we will need a lot of volunteers to act as hosts 

during the conference, helping to check in attendees, monitor 

each seminar, point people in the right direction, all with a 

smile. Everyone had a great time in 2010 and many of our 

volunteers also attended the conference. 

Please let one of us know if you are interested in learning 

more about this exciting opportunity or if you have a special 

skill to bring to the table. As we start putting together some 

plans, we will be in contact. Stay tuned for more information. 

2010 and 2015 Conference Team (see, we had so much fun 

we came back for an encore):Dean Sutera, Conference Chair - 

dsutera45@msn.com  Phone 360-687-1967 

Fran Hammond, Co-Chair - reh5286@aol.com - 891-3967 

Karen Palmer, Co-Chair - kpj3@iinet.com - 260-5569 

State Master Gardener’s Conference for 2015 

A Real Community Success Garden 
Year two for the Bethel Community Garden was even better than the first.  

While gardener’s busy schedules didn’t allow for a lot of interaction, many 

positive relationships were formed between members of the Spanish speak-

ing church, members of the mobile home park, WSU Growing Groceries 

Mentors and members of Bethel Lutheran Church.   

We built the 28 bed garden in 2012 not for our members, but to serve our 

neighbors.  This has definitely been the case, with only six of the beds be-

ing used by our members.  Not only were people in need of gardening 

space able to grow food for their families, but over 600 pounds of produce 

was donated to the North County Community Food Bank. 

We thank the Master Gardener Foundation for the grant that helped us start the Bethel Community Garden, and for 

this year’s grant which helped us fertilize the soil and improve access to the beds reserved for wheelchair gardeners.  

We appreciate your support for our garden and those in other communities.   

As the above photo shows, 2013 gave all gardeners very abundant crops. 

Thank you, Jan Sayler,  Bethel Lutheran Church Council President 

mailto:dsutera45@msn.com
mailto:reh5286@aol.com
mailto:kpj3@iinet.com
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How to grow early planted sweet corn in the cold wet soils of western Washington. 

Submitted by Dr. Bob Buker 

Corn is a tropical grass that originated in southern Mexico. The seed will rot 

when planted early in the cold wet soils of western Washington. Once the first 

green leaf is above the soil a corn plant can tolerate harsh conditions and even 
recover after being frozen to ground level. 

For the past three years I have planted my first corn planting in March. On the 

same day I cover it with a sheet of clear used plastic. This keeps the rain off and 

the sunlight warms the soil. To keep the plastic in place I put firewood or buck-
ets of water on the corners of the plastic. The plastic is removed when the corn 

seedlings are an inch tall.  In 2013, my first planting was pollinating on June 26. 

Wisley, the display garden of the Royal Horticulture Society 

Late last fall, my husband and I had a few spare days while on a 

business trip to London. Lucky for a gardener, there are wonder-

ful public gardens very close by and easily accessible by train. 

Luck was really with us as the weather was remarkably nice for 

early November. 

◄Red Twig Dogwood, twigs add Winter Garden Interest 

We spent our first day at Wisley, the display garden of the Royal 

Horticulture Society. In addition to beautiful ornamental dis-

plays, Wisley incorporates food gardens. They have large vegeta-

ble garden displays, grape arbors, berries, and a huge fruit or-

chard. They harvest the food and use it in their restaurant. The 

day we were there happened to be “open harvest” day in the apple orchard. Many of the locals were in the 

orchard picking bags of apples. We just sampled as many as we could and found two unfamiliar ones we 

really liked. 

The second day I was on my own at Kew Gardens, which is accessible by the London Underground sys-

tem. Unfortunately I was halfway there before I realized I hadn’t brought the camera so I have no photos, 

just my memories. Kew is much more formal and larger. There is a large collection of hardy trees, a bam-

boo garden, a rhododendron dell, a display of ornamental grasses and much more. I found their carnivorous 

plant display in one of the greenhouses fabulous. I spent so much time in there that people started to look at 

me askance. 

If I had to choose just one to visit, I would find it a difficult decision. Wisley provides more insight into 

what I can do in my own garden since it brings it down to a more manageable scale. Kew is majestic. Wis-

ley does take a little more time and effort to get to so it will take an entire day. One could potentially spend 

a partial day at Kew but who would want to do that?  Submitted by Karen Palmer 

A person may never know where the next interesting plant book will be discovered: How 

about a brewing supply center?  On our Christmas holiday in Ohio we visited Osborn 

Brewing for our son’s brewing supplies.  For Gardeners who love herbs and their history, 

I recommend Sacred and Herbal Healing Beers, the Secrets of Ancient Fermentation. By 

Stephen Harrod Buhner and The Homebrewer’s Garden Herbs by Joe Fisher and Dennis 

Fisher.  Herbal histories are very interesting to me and when I can visit a historical apothe-

cary garden I do. Between healing herbs and beers we can find most plants on our inva-

sive species list.  It all gives good reason why the “weeds” are here. By Heather Lund 



12 

Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County educational meetings are held the first Tuesday of the 

month except for July, August, and January. The meetings are held at CASEE Center, Bldg B, Room 

202/205, 11104 NE 149th Street, Brush Prairie, WA 98606  Refreshments, Meeting at 7 PM. 

February 4, Tuesday Meeting: 

TWO Programs: “Thomas Jefferson, Farmer” 

with presenter Joseph Ziemba. 

“Flowers, Fjords & Friends” a report on the 2013 International 

Master Gardener Conference by Diana Chernofsky. 

 

Extra Information: 

Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of Independence, President 

of the U.S., and Ambassador to France, Architect and book collector was 

most of all a man of the earth and wanted to be known as a farmer above all. He wrote to Painter Charles 

Willson Peale “I have thought that if heaven had given me a choice, it should have been on a rich spot of 

earth, and near good market for the productions of the garden. No occupation is so delightful to me as the 

culture of the earth, and no culture comparable to that of the garden.” Through his meticulous record keep-

ing, the staff at Monticello was able to recreate a 1,000 foot garden and orchard he designed and planted. 

He nurtured 330 varieties of ninety-nine species of vegetable and herbs and was a pioneer in the garden-to-

table movement. The garden will be the focus of the presentation. A 15-minute DVD on Monticello will 

also be shown. 

“Flowers, Fjords & Friends” is an armchair travelogue about the 2013 International Master Gardener Con-

ference which took place aboard the Holland America “Westerdam” cruise ship, September 7-14, while vis-

iting various ports of call in Alaska. Master Gardener, gardening and traveling enthusiast, Diana Chernof-

sky will show sides of special sights from the trip and provide information about each port. She will present 

highlights from her three favorite conference classes that she attended during the week long cruise. Diana 

will also provide information regarding the next International Master Gardener Conference being held in 

Sept. 2015. 

March 4– Monica Maggio from Core Home Fruit Services will pre-

sent “Fruit Trees 101 – 10 Things to Know When You Grow” 

Fruit Trees 101 – 10 Things To Know When You Grow 

Thinking of growing fruit trees at home? Already have some you 

want to be sure are happy and healthy? Join Monica Maggio, of Core 

Home Fruit, and learn the top ten tips and techniques to best help 

you select and successfully grow fruit trees in the PNW. Monica will 

discuss site requirements & preparation, pollination needs, general 

maintenance requirements of different fruits, and how to select a 

good fruit tree! Extra Info: 

Monica Maggio's mission is to continually harness and cultivate her inner plant nerd in ways that benefit 

the greater Portland metro community. As a Master Gardener & OSU Extensions Services instructor, for-

mer Arboretum Manager for the Home Orchard Society, and current owner of Core Home Fruit, she has 

seen firsthand how people take better care of plants once they know they can eat them! She is honored and 

excited to talk at the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County meeting this evening.  

 

April 1– Rich Affeldt, Agronomist for Cascade Minerals will present 

 “What, Why and How to Remineralize the Soil” 

May 6– Brian French, Arborist- 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zNVgTqpVVbpSdM&tbnid=37JVyFJ_2A0BCM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThomas_Jefferson's_Monticello_Estate.jpg&ei=xnvwUui5KoqIogTHsIGICw&psig=AFQjCNE1eicr2J
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Foundation Meetings continued from page 12:       four short talks by four new Master Gardeners  

June 3– OPEN 

July 1– MGF Annual Volunteer Appreciation Picnic 

August – no meeting. 

September 3– OPEN 

October 7– OPEN 

November 4– Speaker, Mr. Robert Buker, PhD, presentation on “Low-Cost Greenhouses” 

December 2– OPEN 

Adopt a Plant on Wednesday mornings from the House Plant Team! 

While the Master Gardener Foundation annual plant sale is still months away, the house plant team would 

like to offer you the chance to make a home for one or all three of their lovely large house plants. They 

need to make room to propagate more plants. They will enjoy a sunny location in your home or maybe at 

your office. 

Stop by the 78th Street Heritage Farm Greenhouses on Wednesdays between 10 AM and Noon if you are 

interested in giving these big guys a home. Ask for Penny Matkins or Wanda Wilson. 

Euphorbia tirucalli (Pencil Cactus) 

Euphorbia trigona (African Milk Tree Cactus or Good Luck Cactus) and  Philodendron selloum 

A Helleborean Photo Finish by Heather Lund 

I must say many Thank Yous to all of the people who have 

made the newsletter possible over the last three years!  

This is my last newsletter, making 3 years of fun and busy times. In the begin-

ning I said I would help Carolyn Gordon with The Garden News until she had 

someone who was willing to work on the production full time.  That first year 

we did an issue each month.  Jeannie Cady had done the newsletter before she 

moved to Oregon City.  She had done her copies with an Apple format so I had 

to start on my own with Publisher and a PC.  Carolyn Gordon, Judy Chamberlain, and Karen Palmer have been a 

great help with proof reading, articles and general encouragement. Now I need to pass the newsletter off due 

to some health issues, especially with my eyes.  I hope someone will take on the challenge for the March April 

issue.  

Thank you to the great help, in the beginning, from Emily Chase and the Web 

writers Group for our early educational articles. Also many thanks to Gudrun 

Mahrt, Roberta Doster, Barbara Nordstrom, James Pestillo, D.J. Miles, Dean Sut-

era, Wanda Wilson, Italia and the On the Road Team, Elizabeth Ladd, 

Dr. Charles Brun, Marie Ogier, Sharon Kitashima (the chicken Lady), and the 

grow team leaders for the May Plant sale including Dale Thompson, for your 

excellent articles on plants and other horticultural issues. 

Thank you again.  Please Help!   

Hummingbirds have been feeding off of our Hellebores! 

Be it ever so humble, there is no place like a Garden! 

A Great Thank you to Sharon for the two 

years you have organized the educational 

programs for the Foundation Meetings.  

The new director in June, is: 

Diana Chernmofsky  

dianachernmofsky@gmail.com 


